Exodus 27:20 – 28 January 27, 2026 The Priesthood
We move from the contents and description of the Tabernacle and its furniture to the priesthood. Then in chapter 30 the last of the holy vessels is described. It seems that everything mentioned in Exodus 25:10 to 27:19 foreshadows Christ’s coming forth unto His people. Each article mentioned was a symbol of the manifestation of God in Christ. But from 27:20 to the end of chapter 30 the order is reversed, everything there, points to the provisions of grace. Before the laver and the incense altar are brought before us, we are shown the appointment and consecration of the priesthood. So, in Divine order we have the priest that approaches before the vessels could be used. God has come out in type and figure to His people; then He indicates those who are to be set apart for His service in the sanctuary. The Tabernacle would have been useless without its vessels. Then the Tabernacle with its vessels would have been of no service without the family of priests, constantly engaged in various activities within the holy places, and about the various holy vessels. Ex 27: 20 and thou shalt command the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always. 

21 In the tabernacle of the congregation without the vail, which is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to morning before the Lord: it shall be a statute forever unto their generations on the behalf of the children of Israel. Two things are here brought before us. The provision for the maintenance of the light and the care of the priesthood. Note that before a description is given of the garments and consecration of the priests, provision is made for perpetual light in the sanctuary. This takes priority. As V21 tells us the light was to shine before the Lord. The Priestly ministry was for the benefit of the people; but the claims of God must first be met. This was the same order in Genesis 1. The first thing there, was Let there be light. This was before a single creature was brought into existence. So here in Exodus, this tells us that Christ had met all the demands of God’s holiness. Because of that Jesus could minister for us as our great High Priest. The Cross first, then His intercession on High. It was at the Cross that God was fully manifested as the Light (1 John 1:5); that is, in His indescribable holiness, His very nature as eternally opposed to sin. Note the order of God’s revelation of Himself through the vessels of the Tabernacle. 

It began with that which was in the Holy of Holies (the ark and the mercy-seat). The movement was always outward, past the table and the lampstand in the holy place, to the brazen altar in the outer Court (27:1), which foreshadowed the Cross. It was at the Brazen altar that provision has been made through Christ’s atonement for the lamp to burn always. It was the holiness of God which acted without compromise in His gracious dealing with poor sinners. The way was clear to make known the provisions which Divine mercy had made for reconciled sinners to draw near to God within the veil. It was by the cross of Christ. Remember, the Lampstand speaks not only of Christ, but also of the Holy Spirit as His gift to the saints. So, in V 20 it is the people who were to supply the pure olive oil beaten for the light. This was the case in connection with all the other materials. This speaks of the Holy Spirit given us by Christ. The Tabernacle and its services were not only for God, but for Israel too. The people provided the materials for it. Note that Ex 27:21 mentions, for the first time, the Tabernacle (Tent) of the congregation! This is a hint of the formation of the Church which is the Body of Christ. It is in Exodus 27:21 that, for the first time, Aaron and his sons are mentioned. This also has a double significance. This comes right after the people are mentioned in V20. 

It tells us on whose behalf the Priesthood was instituted. Aaron and his sons are mentioned twenty-four times in the book of Exodus, but they are not seen until after instructions were given for the children of Israel to furnish the oil for the light. How this foreshadowed the fact that the priestly ministry of Christ is essential to maintaining the gracious working of the Holy Spirit through His people! Up to this point, nothing had been said of any human or ministers appointed to officiate in the tabernacle service. There was no mention of any in the dwelling place of God. But in God’s light we see light (Ps. 36:9). The light makes manifest here the divinely chosen ministers of the sanctuary. This introduces to us the subject of Israel’s priesthood. On the Cross Jesus said, it is finished. Jesus satisfied the requirements of God and reconciled to Him His alienated people. So why is it necessary for the present ministry of our great High Priest? If Jesus blood fully atoned for all our sins, and it did, why should He now be making intercession on our behalf? The same thing is presented in the book of Exodus. Here we see (typically) the redeemed people, protected from judgment by the sprinkled blood of the lamb, brought out from the house of bondage, separated unto God, and He is dwelling in their midst. 

Yet, a priesthood was appointed to act on their behalf! Why? The priesthood was for the maintaining, not securing, their relationship with God. They were still people with infirmity, subject to temptation, and frequently failing. The holy God dwelling in their midst could not tolerate that which was unclean. Therefore, the same grace which had brought them close to Himself, now made provision for keeping them close to Him. The priesthood has to do with fellowship. We still have that old nature or the sinful nature which remains in those who have been bought with a price of the blood of Christ. The Priesthood meets the failures of a people who when they would do good evil is present with them. This evil which causes them to offend in many things, makes the priestly ministry of Christ so essential. This was what was foreshadowed in Exodus and Leviticus. The application of these types to Christians today calls for a wisdom which only the Holy Spirit can supply. The immediate linking together of the Lampstand and the Priesthood in Exodus 27:21 plainly shows that only in the light of God can the priesthood be understood. First, there is the lovely grace of God which is brought out in the type before us. This is seen in the choice that He made. 

God said in Ex 28:1 And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest’s office, even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. 2 And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for beauty. Note, not Moses, but Aaron, the inferior brother, was the one selected for this great favor. Also, the tribe to which he belonged to was one of the least honorable of the twelve. It was under the curse, because of Levi’s cruelty in Genesis 49:5-7. It was not Reuben the firstborn, nor Judah, whom his brethren should praise (Gen. 49:8), nor Joseph the fruitful bough, but Levi, was to be the priestly tribe. How this exhibited the sovereignty of Divine grace! Finally, the matchless and wondrous grace of God in appointing Aaron to be the high priest is seen in the fact that at the very time His choice was made known to Moses, his brother was taking the lead in the idolatrous worship of the golden calf! This illustrates the fact that our great High Priest was the gift of God’s marvelous grace. Note the significance of his name. Aaron means light bringer. He stood supreme as the high priest, exalted not only above his own house, but also above all the people. He was a type of the Lord Jesus, whom God has exalted with His right hand to be a Priest and a Savior (Acts 5:31). 

But as if to magnify the high priesthood of Christ above that of all others, the Holy Spirit has added the word great. He is our great High Priest (Heb. 4:14). We may note that in Exodus 28:1 the names of Aaron’s sons are also given, and each of them was most appropriate and striking. Nadab means the willing one; Abihu, my Father is He; Eleazer, God is helper; Ithamar, land of palm or palm coast. These four names show the characteristics of the Son of God. Jesus’ life is from God the Father, and all His power and help are from Him. Jesus followed in the footsteps His Father, yielding and willing for the service to God; and like the palm trees, lofty in righteousness, and ever bringing forth fruit (Ps. 92:12-14). The palm tree is one of the ornaments of the future temple described by Ezekiel and was also one of the additions of Solomon’s temple. It is the tree of the desert, flourishing where no other could exist. It marks out to the weary traveler the spot surrounding desolation, where a grateful shade and a spring of living water is to be found. It speaks of longevity and ceaseless fruitfulness. It is the emblem of the heavenly priesthood.

The Holy Spirit has given the things in the Tabernacle as a figure for the time then present. As Heb. 9:9 Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience. The Tabernacle was a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things. They were not given to Israel as a model for Christians to imitate, but as a foreshadowing of spiritual things which find their fulfillment in Christ Himself. The holy places made with hands were figures of the true, that is, of Heaven itself (Heb. 9:24). After Jesus came, and His death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, the shadows must vanish before the substance. 
Under the Mosaic economy, the priests were a special class appointed to minister unto God on behalf of the people. They enjoyed privileges which were not shared by others. Theirs was a nearness to God peculiar to themselves. They were vested with authority and were permitted to do that which was not given to those whom they represented. But at the Cross, there was a radical change. The old order ended, and a new one was initiated. Judaism ceased, and Christianity was introduced. 

According to Peter, the special class of priests under the Mosaic economy has been replaced by the community of Christians as a whole. Peter describes this new identity in 1Peter 2:5 and 1Peter 2:9: We are a Spiritual House: Believers are described as living stones being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood. A Royal Priesthood; Peter states, But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession. What is the role of the Christian Priest? While the Old Testament priests like Nadab and Abihu offered physical sacrifices and incense in a physical Tabernacle, the priesthood believers involves Spiritual Sacrifices. Christians are called to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. What are these Spiritual Sacrifices? Under the current royal priesthood of believers, these sacrifices are acts of worship and service rendered through Jesus Christ. They may include:
Living Sacrifices: The presentation of one’s entire life and body to God as a holy and pleasing sacrifice. The Sacrifice of Praise: Continually offering up the fruit of our lips to openly profess and confess the name of Christ. Acts of kindness, charity, and sharing with others, which are described as sacrifices that are well-pleasing to God. A Broken and Contrite Spirit: The internal sacrifice of humility and repentance, which is valued above external rituals. Proclaiming the Gospel: The specific priestly duty mentioned by Peter where he said, declaring the praises of God to those still in darkness. 

In Matthew 26:65 we are told, the high priest rent his clothes, which was expressly forbidden by the law, in Leviticus 21:10. God permitted this to show that Israel’s priesthood was ended. Clothes are only torn to pieces when there is no further use for them. The rending of the veil (Matthew 27:51): the barrier into God’s presence no longer existed for His people either. One of the things which qualified Israel’s high priest to officiate in that office was that he could have compassion on them that were out of the way, because he himself was one with them; but the Christian’s High Priest Jesus Christ is Holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners. Again, in Hebrews 5:3 it is pointed out that Israel’s high priest needed to offer sacrifice for his own sins: but Christ was the Holy One of God, and He knew no sin. Some of the priests of the house of Levi were cut off from the priesthood, as in the case of Nadab and Abihu, and Eli’s line; but Christ was made the Priest with an oath. He was a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (Heb 7:21). Finally, Aaron was made a priest after the law of a carnal commandment, but Christ after the power of an endless life (Heb 7:16). 

In Exodus 28, is a description of the various garments that the priest was to wear. First, the vestments of the high priest are detailed, and then those of Aaron’s sons. The garments foreshadowed the manifold glories of Christ, our great High Priest. The holy garments of Aaron were for glory and beauty. They pointed to Christ in all His perfections with the Father before He was consecrated to His work for us. Ex 28:2 And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for beauty. We can compare this with Leviticus 16:4 He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy garments; therefore, shall he wash his flesh in water, and so put them on. Note that the garments of Aaron which were for glory and for beauty were just seven in number. Ex 28:4 And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, and an ephod, and a robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: and they shall make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto Me in the priest’s office. 

In addition to the six articles mentioned here, is the plate of pure gold on which was engraved the words Holiness to the Lord (V36). The breastplate was the chief and most costly of the vestments. This central article points to the very heart of Christ Himself. Ex 28:6 And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, and of purple, of scarlet, and fine twined linen, with cunning work. 7 It shall have the two shoulder-pieces thereof joined at the two edges thereof; and so it shall be joined together. The ephod is the first garment described in detail. This was the outer robe of the high priest. It was made of two parts, one covering his back and the other his front; these being joined together at the shoulders by golden clasps, which formed the setting for the onyx stones. The ephod served to support the breastplate. The materials were of gold, and fine twined linen. Then the blue, purple, and scarlet was upon it. The mode by which the gold was interlaced with the linen is described in Exodus 39:3 And they did beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it into wires, to work it in the blue. The strength and shine of gold was blended with every part of the ephod, giving firmness and brilliance to the fabric. The spotless linen is the holy humanity of Christ; the gold, His divine glory; the colors, speak of the perfections of His character. Christ is for us the as Divine and human. Paulm satys in Hebrews: Seeing then that we have a Great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God. He is Jesus, and He is the Son of God. 

The materials of the ephod shows us the value of Jesus’ work for us as High Priest. We remember who He is, and that we are upheld in His intercession as the Son of God. Ex 28:8 And the curious girdle of the ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the same, according to the work thereof: gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen. In V39 we learn that this girdle was made of needlework. The girdle speaks of preparedness for service. Refer to Luke 12:37: Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord, when He cometh, shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that He shall gird Himself, and make them sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. In John 13, Jesus took a towel and girded Himself, and then He washed the disciple’s feet. Today He stands in the midst of His church, girt about the breasts with a golden girdle (Rev. 1:13), ready to serve His people on earth. In the millennium it will be said, And righteousness shall be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle of His reins (Isa. 11:5). Note God’s instructions to Moses He said, Ex 28:8…It shall be of the same, according to the work for thereof. The girdle of the high priest was of the same materials and beautified with the same lovely colors as the ephod itself. 

The gracious activities of Christ’s priestly service for us are according to the perfections of His own person and character! Though glorified, He is a Servant still, He is gone into heaven to appear in the presence of God for us (Heb. 9:24), and there He ever liveth to make intercession for us (Heb. 7:25). Ex 28:9 And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on them the names of the children of Israel: 10 Six of their names on one stone, and the other six names of the rest on the other stone, according to their birth. 11 With the work of an engraver in stone, like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave the two stones with the names of the children of Israel: thou shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold. 12 And thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders of the ephod for stones of memorial unto the children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord upon his two shoulders for a memorial. 13 And thou shalt make ouches of gold. The Hebrew word translated onyx comes from a word meaning to shine with the luster of fire. They were very different from the onyx of modern times, which is neither costly or a brilliant stone. Upon these stones were engraved the names of the children of Israel. They were enclosed in ouches, or settings. 

They were secured by two chains of pure gold (V 14) and securely fastened to the shoulders of the ephod. They were worn before the Lord by Aaron for a memorial. In its application to the saints today, this tells of our perfect security. The shoulder is the place of strength. This tells us that Christ is engaged on the behalf of His people. It is not our strength, but it is His strength. We are kept by the power of God (1 Pet. l:5). It is not our perseverance, but His. He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him (2 Tim. 1:12). The order in which the names of Israel’s tribes were engraved upon the two shoulder-stones was according to their birth. Spiritually this signifies their equality. All saints have the same nature, the same moral features, the same acceptance to Christ. Ex 28:31And thou shalt make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 32 And there shall be an hole in the top of it, in the midst thereof; it shall have a binding of woven work round about the hole of it, as it were the hole of an habergeon, that it be not rent. This robe was worn over the fine linen coat, but underneath the ephod. It was a long loose garment, of woven work, complete in one piece, with openings for head and arms. This is the first time the word robe is found in Scripture. 

It is interesting that the robe is never seen until the high priest comes before us! This robe of the ephod was a garment of dignity, one of office, one which gave priestly character to Aaron. This robe was the color of the heavens; it was all blue. It portrayed the heavenly character of our great High Priest, and it also pointed to the place where He is now ministering on our behalf. The whole system takes its character from the Priest. Because Christ is a heavenly Priest, His people are partakers of a heavenly calling (Heb. 3:1), their citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20), their inheritance is there (1 Pet. 1). Being worn beneath the ephod itself, this robe announces that the official character of Christ is sustained by what He is personally as the Heavenly One (1 Cor. 15:47). Ex 28:34 A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe round about. 35 And it shall be upon Aaron to minister: and his sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto the holy place before the LORD, and when he cometh out, that he die not. Upon the hem of this robe of the ephod were colored tassels in the form of pomegranates and between each of these was a golden bell. Pomegranate is a fruit, whose seeds float in a crimson red liquid; the bell, tells of musical speech. 

Every step that Aaron took as he went about his sacred duties would cause the golden bells to sound and the pomegranates to be seen. So the activities of our great High Priest Jesus Christ cause His voice to be heard in intercession within the heavenly sanctuary, and this results in His fruit being seen through bringing many sons unto glory and by the graces which adorn their lives. Imagine for moment in heaven Jesus interceding in prayer for us and all those in heaven hearing His voice. What would that be like. I think it would make me cry in joy not in sadness. What would it be to hear Jesus’ voice intereceding for us. That voice has to pierce everyheart deeply that hears it. The words, and His sound shall be heard when he goeth into the holy place before the Lord, and when he cometh out (v. 35) has a dispensational significance. The fruit of the Pomegranate was seen in the multitude that was then saved on the day of Pentecost. Even more glorious will be His sound and fruit when He comes again for us. The plate of pure gold was engraved withthese words; holiness to the Lord. This was attached to a background of blue lace and fastened to the forefront of the mitre. Ex 28:36 And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 

37 And thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be upon the mitre; upon the forefront of the mitre it shall be. The inscription, ‘Holiness to the Lord,’ signified that the high priest was devoted to God. The golden plate that it was engraved tells us Jesus was truly dedicated to His Father. Jesus is the blue lace upon which it was placed. It is His heavenly character. Ex 28:37 And thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be upon the mitre; upon the forefront of the mitre it shall be. 38 And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD. How beautiful are the closing words of V38: And it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord. This golden plate was the symbol of the holiness of the Lord Jesus. We are represented by Him and accepted in Him. Because we belong to Jesus and our union is with Him, His holiness is ours. With what has been said toninght, we can look away from ourself, with our ten thousand failures, and fix our eyes on that golden plate. We are eternally accepted with God. Christ is our sanctification as well as our righteousness! Ex 28:39 And thou shalt embroider the coat of fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre of fine linen, and thou shalt make the girdle of needlework. 


This fine linen coat was the inner garment, and was supplemented with linen breeches or pants in Ex 28:42. These are called the high priest’s personal clothing, even as the more beautiful external garments were his official garments. Fine linen was the symbol of purity. Psalms 132:9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness. The undergarments spoke of the personal righteousness of Christ. Over these speak of all His other perfections and glories which are displayed. It reminds us of 1 John 2:1 If any one sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. Ex 28:39 And thou shalt make the mitre of fine linen. This was the head-dress of Aaron. The Hebrew word for mitre is derived from a verb which means to roll, or wind around. The high priest’s mitre was wound around his head. In 1Corinthians 11:3-10, where we the instruction for the covering of the women’s heads in the assembly of the saints. The head-dress of the high priest indicated his subjection to God, and submission to His will. The fine linen tells of the righteousness which must be in the one who stands in the presence of God on behalf of others. It is most solemn to discover that the only other time mitre or Hebtrew mitznepheth occurs in Scripture is in Ezekiel 21:25, 27, where the Antichrist is in view. 

There the Hebrew word is translated diadem. This remarkable prophecy shows that the Man of Sin, who is yet to be revealed, will not only wear the crown of royalty, but will also assume the high priest’s mitre. He will arrogantly and blasphemously wield both royal and priestly power, in Satanic imitation of the true Priest and King, the Lord Jesus Christ. This age will close with Satan’s man ruling over men, both in the political and religious worlds. Because men have received not the love of the truth that they might be saved, God shall send them strong delusion that they should believe the Lie (2 Thess. 2:3-12). How thankful we believers are to be engulfed by the wondrous grace which has enabled us to flee from the wrath to come and to lay hold of eternal life! What praise is due to God for the great High Priest which His mercy has provided for us His people: Jesus, not only supplies our every need, but also meets every requirement of a holy and righteous God! 
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