Exodus 28:9-29; 28:40-43 February 3, 2026 Gems of The Breastplate and Priestly Garments
Ex 28:9 And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on them the names of the children of Israel: 10 Six of their names on one stone, and the other six names of the rest on the other stone, according to their birth. 11 With the work of an engraver in stone, like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave the two stones with the names of the children of Israel: thou shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold. 12 And thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders of the ephod for stones of memorial unto the children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD upon his two shoulders for a memorial. 13 And thou shalt make ouches of gold. The Hebrew word translated onyx is derived from an unused root signifying to shine with the luster of fire. They were very different from the onyx of modern times, which is neither a costly or a brilliant stone. Upon these stones were engraved the names of the children of Israel. They were enclosed in ouches, or, settings. Ex 28:14 And two chains of pure gold at the ends; of wreathen work shalt thou make them, and fasten the wreathen chains to the ouches. They were secured by two chains of pure gold and securely fastened to the shoulders of the ephod. They were carried before the Lord by Aaron for a memorial. It’s typical application to the saints today, tells of their perfect security. 

The shoulder is the place of strength. It and tells us that the authority and power of Christ is promised on the behalf of His people. It is not our strength, but His that we are kept by the power of God. It is not our perseverance, but His. 2Tim. 1:12 He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him. The shoulder which sustains the universe upholds the feeblest member of His body. The order in which the names of Israel’s tribes were engraved upon the two stones of shoulder was according to their birth. Spiritually this signifies their equality. All the saints born of God have the same nature, the same moral features, the same acceptance to Christ. Ex 28:15 And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work; after the work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine twined linen, shalt thou make it. 16 Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be the length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth thereof. 17 And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, even four rows of stones: the first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this shall be the first row. 18 And the second row shall be an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond. 19 And the third row a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst. 

20 And the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper: they shall be set in gold in their inclosings. 21 And the stones shall be with the names of the children of Israel, twelve, according to their names, like the engravings of a signet; every one with his name shall they be according to the twelve tribes. By having twelve distinct stones, the design conveys a powerful spiritual truth: unity is not uniformity. Each tribe had a different stone with a different color and property, yet they were all set in gold and worn over the heart of the High Priest. This signifies that every individual or flavor of human personality has a place in the presence of God. On the jewels were inscribed the names of Israel’s twelve tribes. Therefore, we have foreshadowed here Christ, as our great High Priest, bearing on His heart, sustaining, and presenting before God, His blood-bought people. Note in Exodus 28:9-12 we have the names of Israel’s tribes borne by their high priest before God. But there they are seen resting upon his shoulders. But in whereas here (V29) they rest upon his heart. In the one it is the strength or power of Christ engaged on behalf of His people. In the other, it is His affections for them. 

The primary and the perfect and lasting security of believers is set forth that we are on His heart. Both the power and the love of Christ are for us, guaranteeing our eternal preservation. Ex 28:29 And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the LORD continually. The Four Rows and the meaning of the Jewels.  Row 1: The Foundations of Life and they are:
Sardius (Ruby/Red): Symbolizes lifeblood, sacrifice, and the zeal of Reuben (the firstborn). Topaz (Yellow-Green): Often linked to clarity and sunlight; associated with Simeon.
Carbuncle (Garnet/Deep Red): Represents flashing fire or lightning; associated with Levi and the intensity of spiritual service. Row 2: The Heavenly Virtues are the Emerald (Green): Symbolizes growth, renewal, and the flourishing of the soul; associated with Judah (the royal line). Sapphire (Blue): Represents the heavens, the throne of God, and divine truth; associated with Issachar (the scholars). Diamond (Quartz/Clear): Symbolizes purity, endurance, and the unbreakable nature of the soul; associated with Zebulun. Row 3: The Complexity of Experience and they are Ligure (Jacinth/Amber): 

Often associated with the mysterious or the power of transformation; linked to Dan. Agate (Variegated): A stone of many colors, representing the diversity of human journeys; associated with Naphtali. Amethyst (Purple): Traditionally linked to dreams and the prevention of intoxication; associated with Gad. Row 4: The Completion of the Earth and they are: Beryl (Blue-Green/Aquamarine): Symbolizes the sea and the expansion of the spirit; associated with Asher. Onyx (Black/Band): A stone of memory and strength; associated with Joseph. Jasper (Multi-colored/Green): Represents the glory of God and the finality of the creation; associated with Benjamin. Each stone was engraved like the engravings of a signet. In the Old Testament, a signet was a mark of ownership and authority. The High Priest literally carried the weight of the nation's burdens and identities on his chest whenever he entered the Holy Place. The light would reflect off these twelve stones. The different colors would blend, suggesting that God’s light is white and pure, but when it hits the human experience, it diverts into a spectrum of different colors.

Keep in mind that all of these particular pieces of clothing that were worn by Aaron typify a particular phase of Christ’s High Priestly ministry. Everything pointed unto Christ. The breastplate is no different. The names of the children of Israel were in the breastplate and that He always had them over His heart. It tells us the same thing; we are always on the heart of Jesus Christ therefore we find in Hebrews 4 that He ever liveth to make intercession for us. Our names are always placed over His heart as a loving intercessor. Our position or standing before God was neither affected nor altered by their changing circumstances, infirmities or sins. Whenever Aaron went into the holy place, there on his heart were the names of all God’s people. Emphasizing this truth of security, note carefully how that their names were not simply written upon to be erased. That was not possible. These precious stones, were engraved! Note another place that we are engraved Isa 49:16 Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me. God has engraved everything, our names, persons, circumstances, and weaknesses. This means He never forgets or abandons us. Song of Solomon 8:6: Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce as the grave. A seal was used to indicate ownership, security, and permanence. Desiring to be a seal on the heart represents wanting to be deeply fixed in the affection and love of the Beloved. 

The High Priest in the Old Testament, a type of Christ, who wore the names of the twelve tribes of Israel engraved on precious stones over his heart to bear them as a memorial before the Lord continually. This is the same thought, because each jewel was secured to the breastplate by a golden setting. It was impossible for them to slip out of their places, or for any one of them to be lost! A believer is never lost! It was fastened by chains at the ends of wreathen work of pure gold (V22), and these were passed through two rings of gold on the ends of the breastplate. The people of God were chained to the high priest! The chains were wreathen and twisted like a rope. Both words are used; wreathen, interwoven. The same word is used in Judges 15:13, 14; 16:11,12; Psalm 12:3; Hosea 1:4; they are cords of love. It seems in adding the word twisted to wreathen appears to imply a combination of skill and strength. The breastplate was connected with the shoulder-stones. Every movement of the high priest’s shoulder would affect the breastplate And every beat of his heart against the breastplate would be delivered, by the wreathen chains, to the covering of the shoulders. This is a beautiful reminder to us how the mighty power of the arm of the Lord is intimately linked with the tenderness of His heart of love. 
No action of His strength is disconnected from His counsels of mercy and grace towards His saints. He makes all things work together for good to them that love Him. 

His arm and His heart are combined in sustaining us in our high calling. Jesus wants us to be full overcomers. He is able to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. We shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of the Shepherd’s hand: and who shall separate us from Jesus’ love? No one! How the double span or handbreadth in Ex 28:16 confirms this! Ex 28:16 Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be the length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth thereof. Jesus sustains believers to be full overcomers by providing His own strength and finished victory as the foundation for our lives. According to Scripture, this sustenance is not based on human effort but on a constant, intimate connection fellowship with Christ by the word of God. Note the Jewels. The fact the God selected Jewels to represent His people indicates how precious we are in His sight. How dear we are, is seen in the fact that He gave up His own beloved Son to die for them. Note the believer’s excellency or righteousness is not one of his own, but is imputed. So it is with precious stones. Whatever beauty each has, the light alone brings it out. It is the word of God that is the light! The Jewel has no beauty in the darkness. 

With the saints, it is only as God sees us in Him who is the true Light that we are acceptable unto Him. Then by the tribe’s names, “the Lord knoweth them that are His. He calleth His own sheep by name.” Such is the wisdom of our High Priest Jesus that all our wants and desires are known to Him. Then note, the durability of these stones symbolizes the fact that our salvation purchased is an eternal one (Heb. 5:9). Concerning each stone it has been well said, very much, of its beauty depends upon its cutting. Cut skillfully by the trials, so as to refract the rays of light from many sides, it sparkles with a beauty quite unknown to its natural condition. Thus, too, with believers; Then it is only as the Divine hand in much patience and skill, cuts and polishes the stone to catch and discover the colors of the Divine light which illuminates it. The jewels beauty is not its own, but it has been gifted with capacity to appreciate and reflect the beauty of Jesus Christ who is light and love. This comes from studying the word of God illuminated by the Holy Spirit! Then the jewel reflects the beauties of the perfect One Jesus from whom we have been chosen. 

It is that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:7). It is the light of God’s words by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit by the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in our life, which includes gratitude. Twelve stones were set in His Heart, and all were precious stones, but no two of them were alike. They were altogether different according to man’s estimation in form, hew, character, and also in beauty and value. But all of them were gems in the sight of God, one as much as another. They were each set in gold, and they rested equally upon the heart of Aaron, when he ministered before the Lord. History says that these precious stones were gathered in lands far away. Some even from the depths of the ocean, and some from the dark mine. We were once gathered from lands far away, and from the depths of the sea stuck in an evil world, and in the darkest places, but God rescued us. It’s a deeply comforting thought, isn't it? The idea that once we are in Jesus’ hands, it is permanent. The Bible uses things like seals, unbreakable grips, and eternal life to show our belonging isn’t based on daily performance, but on His promise.  My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. John 10:27-29. Jesus explains both He and the Father are holding us believers. It’s like a hand within a hand. The Apostle Paul wrote lists of possible obstacles; from death to demons. He says, none of them can sever the connection between us and God. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39). Paul tells us the Holy Spirit is a seal on a person’s life. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. (Eph 4:30) It is the Lord’s faithfulness over ours! Sometimes we worry that we might let go of Him. But God’s commitment to us is based on His character, not our fluctuating feelings. 2Ti 2:13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.ow about us 

But whatever the stones variety, or circumstances of history, or distance from which they were quarried, they were all upon the high priest’s heart: diamond, jasper, and emerald were there equally for a memorial before the Lord. What comfort, and joy this brings to us Christians. Let not the ruby (sardius) proudly think itself superior to the carbuncle; let not the jasper be sad because it is not the diamond. Let us not compare ourselves with others. Each believer is accepted in the Beloved. Each believer is clothed with the righteousness of Christ. Each is complete in Him. Isn’t it enough that we are in the Breastplate, set in gold and upon the Lord Jesus’ heart! One more thought in closing. Ex 28:34 A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe round about. Again these garments were for glory and for beauty. The pomegranate and the bell tell us of the fruitfulness of Christ. It tells of the very intricate fruit of Jesus High Priest ministry. There is fruit that only the Lord can see. The results of redemption will not be fully known even throughout eternity. God will be showing off His pomegranate forever. The twelve gems on which were graven the names of Israel’s tribes were worn upon the heart of Aaron. 

Then the Urim and the Thummim were placed within the breastplate, beneath the precious stones. Thus they speak, first of all, of that which is found in the heart of the Lord Jesus. As said the Apostle John who leaned upon His bosom, The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14).  Urim signifies lights or light, being the plural form of the word very frequently used for light. In Isaiah 31:9; 44:16; 47:14; 50:11; Ezekiel 5:2 Urim is translated fire (its secondary meaning); while in Isaiah 24:15 it is rendered fires. Thummim means perfections or perfection. These two words are also translated manifestation and truth. Light and Perfection center in Christ our great High Priest. The Urim and the Thummim were used by the High Priest of Israel to determine God’s will. While their exact appearance and process remain a mystery (the Bible never explicitly describes what they looked like). The primary purpose of the Urim and Thummim was decision-making. Think of it like a puzzle: we know they were kept in a 9x9 inch folded pouch on the Breastpiece. Many scholars believe they were small, flat stones or wooden tablets (similar to dice). 

They had to be small enough to fit behind the heavy gems on the front. It is said that God requiring the Urim and Thummim to be used by the High Priest, ensured that major national decisions (like going to war) were channeled through a single, spiritual authority. This prevented individual tribal leaders from making impulsive decisions based on their own interests. The literal translation of Urim and Thummin is Light and Perfection. These are titles for Christ. Jesus stated; I am the light of the world (John 8:12). Just as the Urim provided illumination in dark or confusing times, Christ is seen as the ultimate source of spiritual clarity. The Perfection: The Thummim represents truth or integrity. Hebrews 4:15 describes Jesus as the one who was tempted in every way, just as we are, yet was without sin. He is the only perfect High Priest. In the Old Testament, the High Priest was the only one who could access the Urim and Thummim to hear God’s voice. In the New Testament, Jesus is called the Word of God. Now instead of a priest reaching into a pouch for a stone, believers are encouraged to look to Christ. Jesus is God with us, the hidden will of God is made visible through his word and life. The Bible notes that the Urim and Thummim eventually disappeared from use. Many theologians argue this was intentional. The Old Testament used physical objects, shadows, and rituals to find God’s will. 

Under the New Covenant, we rely on the Holy Spirit. Just as the Urim and Thummim provided revelation, Jesus promised the Spirit would guide you into all truth (John 16:13). Note this that the Urim and Thummim didn't always provide an answer. In 1Samuel 28:6, King Saul inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him... by Urim. This suggests that the process required a divine activation. It wasn't a mechanical tool that the priest could force to work. This was not magic at all. Note what we see in John 1:14. There is this expression; full of grace and truth.
There are two main thoughts of the breastplate. Truth is the effect of the light, and God is light. Light is what manifests, and it brings out the truth. Christ, the light of the world, is the truth come into it. Everything gets its true character from Jesus. Grace, while it is what it is in God, is toward man, correct. The Urim and Thummin were used for communicating to the people a knowledge of God’s mind and will concerning them. How blessed this pointed to the Lord Jesus as the wonderful Counselor (Isa. 9:6)! In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3). Ex 29:1 And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto them to hallow them, to minister unto me in the priest's office: Take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish, This is the consecration of the priest. But Jesus did not have to be consecrated or cleansed. 
He was already Holy, pure. Therefore He did not have to be cleansed the way that these men did. Ex 29:4 And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and shalt wash them with water. This corresponds to the baptism of Jesus there in the river Jordan, but Jesus was not baptized to cleanse himself. He was baptized to show His identification with us. We are baptized to show our identification with Him. It signifies that He went down into the muddy waters of Jordan or of death and He came up again in newness of life and this is exactly what we do. He identified Himself with sinful humanity. Ex 29:7 Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon his head, and anoint him. When Jesus came up out of the water when He was baptized by John, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the form of a dove and He was anointed with the Spirit. Then immediately after that He was driven by the Spirit into the wilderness. He was empowered for His ministry. He needed the power of the Holy Ghost to fulfill His ministry and much more do we need the power of the Holy Spirit. Ex 29:10 And thou shalt cause a bullock to be brought before the tabernacle of the congregation: and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the bullock.

Putting hands on this bullock signifies identification. It tells that we acknowledge our sin and that He dies for us. This Bullock is dying in my place and He is dying the death for me and this is what Jesus did for us. Ex 29:26 And thou shalt take the breast of the ram of Aaron's consecration, and wave it for a wave offering before the LORD: and it shall be thy part. Jesus throughout this study is pictured as the offerer as the priest and He is also a picture of the offering. He was the priest that offered Himself. This also shows that Christ who offered Himself also partakes of the fruit of redemption and how rich He is a result of redemption and enriched us as well and God. Ex 29:38 Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the first year day by day continually. This is a daily sacrifice, which had to be done every day. Ex 29:42 This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD: where I will meet you, to speak there unto thee. This offering the fire was never allowed to go out. This tells us that God sees Christ’s offering as eternal. God sees even as Christ was crucified this afternoon but yet it was over 2,000 years ago. 

His offering is eternal and it never loses any power in any way. He also says here that it throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD: where I will meet you, to speak there unto thee. The basis of our fellowship is Calvary. The High Priest’s breastplate is a physical parable of how Christ loves us. It shows that His love isn't just a feeling; it is a structural reality that secures us. The names are engraved. This means the love of Christ is not a surface-level affection that can be washed away by our mistakes. Just as the High Priest carried the engraved names into the Holy Place, Christ carries the marks of His sacrifice (the nails in His hands) as a permanent engraving of His love for us before the Father. The wreathen chains of gold connect the heart to the shoulders. This is the most profound picture of Intercessory Love. In the Bible, the shoulder is the place of strength, and the heart is the place of affection. Not chains of slavery, but wreathen chains of covenant. Hebrews 7:25 He is able also to save them to the uttermost... seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. He uses His shoulder (His power) to support what He carries on His heart. We His people.
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