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In our last chapter we saw how Moses’ attempt to deliver Israel was not on God’s time. Moses, the leader himself was not fully prepared, nor were the Hebrews themselves ready to leave Egypt. Moses acted with a zeal which was not according to knowledge which brought him into serious trouble. The king sought his life, and to escape, Moses fled into Midian. God had an important work for Moses to do but he must be prepared. That work was to lead His people out of Egypt, and conduct them into their inheritance, the promised land. It is true that Moses had become the adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He had received a thorough education. He was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. He was no longer a youth, but now forty years of age. He was in the very prime of life. Moses was mighty in words and deeds (Acts 7:22). What, then, was lacking? Surely, he was one who possessed all the necessary qualifications for leadership. But how different are God’s thoughts from ours! That which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God (Luke 16:15). All of this mentioned was natural attainments, and the natural man is set aside before God, for no flesh can glory in His presence (1 Cor. 1:29). The wisdom of the Egyptians, was, only the wisdom of the world; and that is foolishness with God. 

Moses came into the world under the sentence of death as did Christ and God delivered him.  Moses was rejected of Israel at his first arrival. But in Ac 7:35 This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the bush. He became their deliverer at his second advent or arrival as will Christ. Moses typified Christ in connection with his birth. Moses was rejected by his brethren, so Jesus came unto His own and they received Him not in John 1:11. Moses fled into Midian and he returned to Egypt at the age of eighty. 40 years he spent in Midian. He went back to deliver Israel out of Egypt, which foreshadows Christ’s ascension to Heaven and His return for their final national deliverance from sin and the world. The colleges of this world cannot equip any one for this kind of Divine service; for that we must be taught in the school of God. To learn in the school of God, Moses must turn his back on the land of the Pharaoh’s. It is so with us. The heart must be separated, and the spirit from the world, if progress is to be made in spiritual things. 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb (Ex. 3:1). 
From Egypt to the backside of the desert, from the palace to the sheepfold; this was a radical change for this man who was yet to fill such an important role. Tending flocks seems like a strange preparation for one who was to be the liberator of a nation of slaves. And again we are reminded of how different are God’s thoughts and ways from man’s. And the ways of God are not only different from ours, but they are unbearable to the flesh: as Genesis 46:31 tells us, Every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians. Isn’t it interesting how God leads His servants to take the very place which is hateful to world. The backside of the desert is where men and things, the world, and self, present circumstances and their influences, are valued for what they are really worth. But the heart that has found itself in the presence of God at the backside of the desert, has the right thoughts about everything. We are raised far above the exciting influences of this world. The noise, and confusion of Egypt, do not fall upon the ear on backside of the desert. 
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The thirst for gold is not felt on the backside of the desert and the eye is never dimmed with lust, nor the heart swollen with pride there. In a word, everything is set aside, but the stillness and light of the Divine presence of God’s voice alone is our focus. It is heard there and His light enjoyed, His thoughts received. This is the place to which all must go to be educated in God’s school. Moses remained here for forty years in Midian. God is in no hurry; nor should we be, but that is easy to say but we are impatience. Isa. 28:16 directs us in this; it says; He that believeth shall not make haste. In this day it is common for Churches to place new converts into Christian activities and services without knowing their fitness for such duties. 1Tim 3:6 tells us; Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. During this time Moses was to learn the vanity of human resources and the need for entire dependence on God Himself. He did this by being alone with God. Note there are no details recorded of God’s dealings with Moses during this time. Practically nothing is told to us of the experiences through which he passed, the discipline of which he was the subject, or the heart exercises that he suffered. This was true of the training of the prophets, and John the Baptist, and Paul in Arabia. 

This is passed over in silence. One thing for certain is that there is no uniform curriculum in the school of God. Each person is dealt with according to his individual needs and disciplined with a view to the particular work which God has for him to do. Moses led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb (v.1). Horeb was the name of a mountain range; Sinai, the mount of God was a particular peak in that range. It was in this same mount that, centuries later, the Lord met with Elijah (1Kings 19:4-11). It was also at the same place He gave the Gospel of His glory to the Apostle Paul (Gal. 1:17; 4:25). Ex 3:2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. Here was a manifestation of God Himself. The Hebrew word here for “bush” occurs in only one other passage, Deuteronomy 33:16, where we read, And for the precious things of the earth and fullness thereof, and for the good will of Him that dwelt in the bush. In this verse the word for dwelt is shakan. Shakan means permanently stay or reside. 

Dwelt in the bush means the Shekinah glory which was now being displayed before the eyes of Moses permanently stay or resided there. The meaning of the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame means that God manifested His Shekinah-glory. The Angel of the Lord was none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. Ex 3:4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. Before Moses can be sent forth on his important mission, he must first behold the indescribable glory of the Lord. For us to serve acceptably, we must work with singleness to God’s glory, but to do this we must first gaze upon that glory. How do we gaze upon the glory of God? We gaze upon God’s glory now by focusing on Jesus Christ, His Word, and allowing the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts. It was so here with Moses. It was this way with Isaiah (Isa. 6). It was the same for the Apostle to the Gentiles Paul Ac 9:3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: We must understand that a vision of the glory of God is essential for us to serve God acceptably. 
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Moses saw a bush burning but not consumed. It pictures Israel who was under cruel bondage and sore affliction; but they could not be destroyed because God was in their midst. As Moses gazed upon the startling sight, “God called unto him out of the midst of the bush.” He had come down to deliver His people, and take them to the land of Canaan which He had long before promised to Abraham. Hence, He said to him, "Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My people the Children of Israel out of Egypt. The Burning Bush was a figure of the nation of Israel. At the time the Lord appeared here to Moses, the Hebrews were suffering in the iron furnace of Egypt. De 4:20 But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day. But as the flames had burned against Israel for forty years, they had not been consumed. 
And so also this has been proven all through these many centuries since then. The fires of persecution have blazed against Israel and the people of God, yet we have been marvelously, miraculously sustained. And why? 

God Himself was in the Burning Bush; and so He has been with Israel and He has been with us. Just as He was there with the three Hebrews in the midst of Babylon’s furnace, so has He been with the Jews all through history. Spiritually the Burning Bush also speaks of the Gospel of God’s grace. A bush burned with fire, and yet the bush was not burnt. Amazing that in this desert it is one of the most flammable objects. Fire in Scripture is the emblem of Divine judgment. It is God’s holiness in active opposition against evil. Note the words in Heb.12:29 Our God is a consuming fire. How can God, who is a consuming fire; burning up all that is contrary to His holy nature; reveal Himself without consuming? Or, to put it in another way. How can God who cannot behold evil and cannot look on iniquity have anything to do with men, other than in judgment? Nothing but the Gospel of Grace contains the real solution to this problem. The Gospel of grace tells of how grace reigns, not at the expense of righteousness, but through righteousness, unto eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Rom. 5:21).It has been accomplished by the Holy One of God Jesus Christ being made a curse for us (Gal. 3:13). 

Lu 20:37 Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto Him. The fierce flames of holy wrath engulfed Jesus Christ, but they did not, and could not, consume Him. It was not possible that death should hold the Prince of life Jesus Christ. Three days He remained in the tomb: on the third day He came forth triumphant, and is now alive for evermore. And it is as the God of resurrection He now saves. Note how this, too, comes out in our type. And how perfect this type is: it was not until after the Deliverer (Moses) had been rejected by Israel (Ex. 2:14) that God revealed Himself at the bush! Note also, the fact that it was an acacia bush burning with fire. It represented the spiritual history of Israel; an acacia bush bears thorns rather than fruit, and because of that, they were chastened of God. Ex 3:5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Moses must put off the shoes of the everyday walk of life, and draw near in the spirit of true worship. Another important lesson for us is that the One we serve, is holy, thrice holy. Ex 3:6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. The Lord revealed Himself before Moses as the covenant-keeping God, the God of all grace by these three names. 
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When God picked Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and made them the fathers of His chosen people, it was not because of any excellence in them. It was His pure sovereign kindness. So, too, now that He is about to redeem the Hebrews from the land of bondage, it is not because of any good in them or from them. It is as the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob who displays His power and delivers His people. And in this same threefold character God acts today for us. The God of Abraham is our God the One who sovereignly chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world. The God of Isaac is our God. He is the One who by His own miraculous power made us new creatures in Christ. The God of Jacob is our God. He is the One who bears with us in infinite patience, who never forsakes us, and who has promised to perfect that which concerns us. Ps 138:8 The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth forever: forsake not the works of thine own hands. Ex 3:7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; Redemption is always twofold. It is not just the coming out of something but there is redemption. 

It was to bring them into something better. Note the condition of these Hebrews: crushed by the cruel oppression of Egypt’s slavery; groaning beneath the iron rod of Pharaoh. And how this pictures the condition of the natural man, being in the bond-slave of sin, and the captive of the Devil. This is true not only of the slave of sin or the helpless victim of drugs, but of the moral and refined condition of not knowing their need of a Savior. They, too, are in bondage to gold, pleasure, ambition, and a dozen of other things. How great is the need for the Savior today! How terrible the guilt of despising the Son of God! The Lord said, I know their sorrows There were between fourteen and fifteen thousand days, during that forty years of Moses being in Midian. Each of those days for Israel were spent in anguish. But God had not ignored them, nor had He been indifferent to their hard lot. I know their sorrows. How blessed for us, in times of stress and distress to remember that there is One above who takes notice. This was how Job consoled himself in Job 23:10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 

Ex 3:8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. It was to bring them out and the unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. God did not take them into this land under any false pretenses, He told them that the enemies were there. First, the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of My people which are in Egypt. Second, He heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters. Third, For I know their sorrows. Fourth. And I am come down to deliver them. Fifth, Out of the hand of the Egyptians. Sixth, And to bring them up out of that land unto a good land. Seventh, Unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. Notice the certainty and positiveness of God’s statements. There were no perhaps. It was instead, an unconditional, definite declaration of what the Lord would do. I am come down to deliver. So it is now. The Gospel goes forth and God’s Word shall not return unto Him void, but it shall accomplish that which He pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing whereunto He sends it (Isa. 55:11). 
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I am come down. Note, it was fifteen hundred years later, when Jesus left His Father’s House on high and came down to the scenes of sin and suffering. Why? It was for the purpose of the Incarnation: it was to deliver His people and bring us up out of the land of Egypt, which symbolizes the world. The Incarnation was to bring us into a good land and large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. It was to bring us on to resurrection ground, where there would be everything to satisfy and rejoice the heart. Eph 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: Ex 3:9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. Note that God is not in a rush. We must wait on God and for Him. For many long years the groans and cries of the distressed Hebrews went up to God, but the heavens were silent. Does that sound familiar. Forty years previously, Moses had become impatient at the delay of the deliverance of the Hebrews but he discovered that the time for deliverance was not yet ripe. 

But now that their afflictions were becoming unbearable, the land flowing with milk and honey sounded so good. Ex 3:11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? God had worked in Moses’ life and Moses found out who he actually was and then he went too far the other way and God had to reprimand him for that. Here he does not have that boldness and confidence at all. God has stripped Moses of that and that is a good thing even in our own experience. 12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain (Mount Sanai). This is exactly why God strips us down of all our own ingenuity of our own strength, and our own resources, because He is the one who wants to be with us. He does not want us to be independent. He will be with us in our weakness. This was very comforting. God did not ask Moses to go forward alone. God would accompany him. And this is still the Divine promise to each one of us. Think of the Apostles who must have felt much like Moses when the risen Savior Jesus commissioned them to go and preach the Gospel to every creature. 

Who am I that I should go? If so, their hearts were reassured with the same promise Moses received. Lo I am with you always. And for us, if the Lord has called us to some task for which we feel utterly insufficient, rest on this promise. Certainly I will be with thee. This is a word that everyone of us Christians can take to heart. When we think of what is involved in bringing a soul out of darkness into light; when we encounter the fierce opposition of the devil; when we face the frowns and sneers of the world, we cannot hesitate to ask, Who is sufficient for these things? But we can take courage and remember the unfailing promise, certainly I will be with thee. Ex 3:13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them? This was no small difficulty for Moses because there was no visible presence of God that would accompany him. He was to go alone to the enslaved Hebrews and present himself as the Divinely-sent deliverer. He was to tell them that the God of their fathers had promised to free them. We will see later; this was not going to make much of an impression upon this people. Most of them were sunk in the idolatries of the Egyptians. 
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Moses felt that because these people had been in captivity as slaves for many years, they would want to know, Who is this God? What is His character? Prove to us that He is worthy of our confidence. It is the same today. We go forth to tell people of a God they have never seen and all people want to do is question us. If God really exists then why does He allow all these children to starve or be killed, or many other disasters. Show us the Father, and it sufficeth us is still, the demand of the doubting heart. Moses felt this difficulty; and so do we. Ex 3:14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. I am is the name of God. It could be translated, I was, I am, and I shall always continue to be. We too like Moses are to go forth declaring the name and nature of God as He has been revealed to us. No attempts are to be made to prove God’s existence; we do not waste time with men to reason about God. Our business is to proclaim God as He has revealed Himself in and through Jesus Christ to us. The “I am” of the burning bush now stands before us fully declared in the blessed Person of our Savior  Jesus Christ who said, I am the bread of life, I am the good Shepherd, I am the door. 

I am the light of the world, I am the way, the truth and the life, I am the resurrection and the life, I am the true vine. He is the eternal “I am.” He is the same, yesterday, and today, and forever. We tell people what He is to us. We do not have to explain God; God will speak to the hearts through His word by the power of the Holy Spirit. Just tell them who Jesus is to you personally. And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you (v.14). There is a depth here which our mind cannot measure. “I am that I am” announces that God is self-existent, beside whom there is none else. He is without beginning, without ending, from everlasting to everlasting, He is God. None but He can say “I am that I am.” I am always the same, eternally changeless. The Apostle Paul said; By the grace of God I am what I am. It was grace that has made me. But no man can say, “I am that I am” only God! Ex 3:15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations. 

The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was the God of sovereign grace, who had singled out these men from all of fallen humanity. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was the God of unconditional promise, who had pledged to give to them and their seed the land of Canaan for their inheritance. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was the covenant-keeping God; for with Abraham God entered into a solemn covenant, and with Isaac and Jacob, He confirmed it. Note, also, the threefold repetition of God; The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. This tells us of the Holy Trinity! In the remaining verses of Exodus 3 we learn how God further reassured Moses by stating what would be the results of his mission. Note the positive terms used in these last verses: I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt . . .And they shall hearken to thy voice . . . I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go . . .And I will smite Egypt with all My wonders . . . and I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; just to name a few. Everything is definite. There is no possibility of the Divine purpose failing. 
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There are no contingencies of “I will do my part, if you do yours.” The Lord has sworn, “My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure” (Isa. 46:10). Let this be the ground of our confidence. Though all the powers of evil display themselves against us, whatever God has called us to do will issue precisely as He has appointed. Note: It is true that these promises of God to Moses were not made good in one day. There was still a severe test of the faith of Moses, before the children of Israel were delivered from Egypt. Note: it is also true that with two exceptions of Joshua and Caleb, that six hundred thousand men who left Egypt perished in the wilderness, and Moses died without seeing the complete fulfillment of Israel actually reaching (Canaan) the land flowing with milk and honey. God’s promises were made to Israel as a nation, not to any particular generation of that nation. Nevertheless, in the end, every word of God was made good. So, too, God may commission us to a work, and we may die before the determined issue appears; but nevertheless, the Divine purpose will be realized. Ex 3:16 Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt: 

17 And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey. Ex 3:18 And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. It is very important to understand these three days, which are symbolic of the resurrection. God has to put Israel on resurrection ground in order to lead them forth in victory. The same thing is true in our lives today, God has to put us on resurrection ground in order to separate us from the nation of Egypt or in our case, the world. 19 And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. You see this is the way we must go in our own lives. We have to take it by faith that God knows exactly what He is doing and our only mission is simply obedience. We don’t have to understand, we don’t have to convince or argue with Pharaoh. We just have to obey what God has said.

Here is another test to Moses’ faith. If he had stopped to reason about the commission God was giving him, it probably would have appeared foolish to him. Here he was ordered to go, accompanied by the elders of Israel, unto Pharaoh, and present to Him the message of God. He was to request that the Hebrews should be allowed to go a three days’ journey into the wilderness that they might worship God. And, yet, before he starts, God assures him, I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go. Moses could have asked, What, then, is the use of me wasting my breath on Pharaoh? But it is not for Moses, the servant to question his master’s orders. It is for him to obey. But Moses was not yet ready to respond to God’s call. Ex 3:20 And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go. 21 And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: 22 But every woman shall borrow of her neighbor, and of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians. 
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Israel was not poverty stricken when they left Egypt. God filled them with these possessions. We will see in our next lesson in chapter 4 that it is true that every servant of Christ ought to be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the Master’s use (2 Tim. 2:21), nevertheless, God is not limited by our failure or Moses failure at this point. Moses was timid, hesitant, fearful, unbelieving, rebellious, and yet God used him! Note he does not stand alone by any means in this respect. Remember God used Balaam in Numbers 22 to give one of the most remarkable prophecies to be found in the Old Testament. He also used Samson to deliver Israel from the Philistines. I think if God were to wait until He found a human instrument that was worthy or fit to be used by Him, He would go on waiting until the end of time. God is sovereign in this, as in everything. The truth is that God uses whom He pleases. Moses was still not ready to respond to God’s call at this time. There were other difficulties which the mind of unbelief was ready to suggest. But one by one the Divine power and long-suffering overcame them. Let us take this lesson thoroughly to heart, and seek that grace which will enable us to place God between us and our difficulties, instead of putting difficulties between God and us. In our next study we shall see the three signs which God gave to Moses.
