Exodus 30:17-21 March 3, 2026 The Laver
Ex 30:17 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 18 Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put water therein. 19 For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: 20 When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD: 21 So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations. This is the seventh of the Tabernacle’s holy vessels. The Laver was the second vessel that the priest met on his way into the Holy Place. It stood in the outer court, between the brazen-altar and the curtained wall which was by the holy place. The Brazen Altar was made of wood and brass, and the Laver of brass only. The brazen-altar was square in shape; the Laver, was round. The dimensions of the altar are fully specific; but no measurements are given in connection with the Laver. The laver is a type of the word of God in which we wash. The absence of measurements signifies that there is no limit to the cleansing power of God’s Word of Truth. The brazen-altar had rings and staves to carry it. The Laver did not have any. You cannot measure the depth of the Word of God or put a boundary on its ability to purify a believer’s life.

Water cleanses the physical body; the Word cleanses the spiritual life. Instructions were given that the brazen-altar should be covered when Israel journeyed from camp to camp; but nothing is said of this about the Laver. The Word of God is never hidden. The Brazen Altar represents the work of Christ on the Cross. It is a work that was finished and hidden within the heart of God until the right time. The brazen-altar was for fire; the Laver for water. The brazen-altar received the sacrifices, and the Laver was for the priests alone. Bronze or brass often represents judgment or testing. Ex 38:8 And he made the laver of brass, and the foot of it of brass, of the looking glasses of the women assembling, which assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. This bronze came from the mirrors of the women who served at the entrance of the Tabernacle. It is a transition from self-reflection (the mirror) to spiritual reflection and cleansing of the Laver by the word of God. The Laver represents a literal transformation of vanity into victory and self-focus into God-focus. In the Old Testament, mirrors were not glass. They were highly polished plates of bronze. To give them up was to surrender a costly personal possession and a primary tool for self-adornment. The transition from a mirror to a washing basin carries deep symbolic weight. The women were surrendering their ego. The women gave up the instrument used to admire their own appearance to create an instrument used to prepare for God’s presence. A mirror reflects the image of man. 

But the water in the Laver, also reflects. It was intended to wash away the defilement of man as the Word of God does. The Laver illustrates that true beauty with God is not found in the outward adorning but in the new (hidden) man of the heart. Refer to: 1Pe 3:3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. Also refer to Jas 1:23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 

25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. We look into the perfect law of liberty (the Bible) to see our true spiritual state, then we use the water of the Word which changes us. Just as the priests had to wash at the Laver before entering the Holy Place, the believer is cleansed from the dust of the world by daily washing and applying Scripture. Then we have the transformation through beholding in 2Co 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. This scripture provides the ultimate goal. So, today how does a bronze basin Laver made of ancient mirrors relate to our life. The Laver was likely polished to a mirror finish. When a priest reached down to wash, he saw his own face reflected in the water. We cannot be cleansed of what we aren’t willing to see. Daily prayer and Bible study is our Laver where we wash. The women at the Tabernacle gave their mirrors to God. We are called to take our natural talents and even our physical appearance and consecrate them and give them to God for His service rather than for our own glory. The priests couldn't skip the Laver on their way through the Tabernacle. 

Nor can we skip spiritual cleansing and expect to experience the intimacy of God’s presence. The Bronze Mirror was to see one’s physical self. The Word of God shows our spiritual state. The Water removes the physical dirt. The Holy Spirit applies the Word of God’s cleansing to our conscience. The Priest’s Hands/Feet were then made ready for service. Through the Word of God, the Believer’s Conduct is being fit for the Master's use. The Laver was placed between the tabernacle of the congregation and the brazen-altar. Then a priest would first visit the brazen-altar (sacrifice/forgiveness) and then move to the Laver (cleansing) before entering the Holy Place to minister. The Laver sat in the Outer Court, visible to those in the courtyard but specifically reserved for the use of the priests. Strict Holiness was observed by the priest and absolute purity was required to approach God. Serving with dirty hands was a fatal offense. Hands and feet washing symbolized their actions and service, while washing the feet symbolized their walk or conduct in the world. Even though they were already chosen, their daily contact with the dust of the earth required constant re-cleansing. The Word of God is our cleansing just as water cleanses the body. The Bible describes the washing of water by the word in Ephesians 5:26. While the brazen-altar represents the initial act of salvation, the Laver represents the ongoing need for a believer to cleanse our daily walk in the Word of God.

The Tabernacle was a physical shadow of the heavenly reality. In Revelation 4:6 and Revelation 15:2, John describes a sea of glass like unto crystal before the throne of God in heaven. This is a connection with the Laver in the earthly Tabernacle. It was the shadow of that heavenly Sea of Glass. When the priests looked into the water, I believe they saw the sky reflected, and were reminded that their service on earth was directly connected to the throne of God in heaven. When a believer looks into the water of God’s Word, we don't just see our earthly flaws; we see the heavenly reflection of who we are in Christ. The reflection of the sky in the water reminds us that our identity is now seated in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6). For a reflection to appear in the water, there must be light. In the Outer Court, there was no roof; the only light source was the sun created by God. Refer to: Ps 36:9 For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light. We cannot see our own need for cleansing unless the Light of Heaven shines upon us. The reflection of the sky in the Laver suggests that revelation comes from above. 
We don't find purity by looking deeper into our own hearts. We find it by looking at our reflection through the lens of Heaven's light. The earthly vessels (like the Laver) are patterns of things in the heavens. Refer to: Heb 9:23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: In Colossians 3:1-3, We are told to set our minds on things above. The reflection in the water of the word pulls the eyes upward. Ps 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. The Word (the water) reflects the truth (the light) of God’s path. When we study the Bible today, we are standing at the Laver. We might see our own reflection, our mistakes, our dusty feet, and our needs. But if we look closer, we see the (sky) heavens, the grace, the holiness, and the heavenly calling that God has placed on our life. The water of the word doesn't just show us who we are; it shows us the Heaven we are destined for. In the Book of Revelation, we see the final development of the Tabernacle furniture. The Bronze Laver, which was a portable basin of water in the desert, becomes a fixed, massive, and perfect Sea of Glass before the Throne of God. 

In the earthly Tabernacle, the water was movable and subject to being stirred or becoming dirty from the priests’ washing. In Heaven, the water is solidified into glass, representing permanent purity. Revelation 4:6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. In Heaven, the process of washing will be over. The priests (believers) will have been made perfect (Hebrews 12:23). The sea is no longer for washing away dirt; it is a crystal-clear pavement reflecting the holiness of God. It represents a state of fixed holiness where defilement can no longer enter. In the Old Testament, the priests stood at the Laver. In the New Testament vision of Heaven, the redeemed stand on the Sea. Revelation 15:2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast... stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. While the original Laver was made of bronze (judged metal), this heavenly sea is mingled with fire. This represents the judgment of God that has been passed and the glory of God that permeates everything. To stand on the sea indicates that the chaos of the world (often symbolized by the sea in the Bible) has been conquered and smoothed out into a stable, peaceful foundation. 

The journey from the Bronze Laver to the Sea of Glass in Revelation tells the story of the Christian life: Today, we are in the Outer Court of this world. We must constantly go to the water of the Word to wash our hands and feet  which is our actions and our walk because we still interact with a fallen world. One day, the washing will be finished. We will no longer need to repent or cleanse ourselves because we will be in the presence of God where nothing that defileth can enter (Revelation 21:27). The Laver tells of the need of cleansing if communion with God is to be maintained: cleansing not from the guilt of sin, but from the defilements of the way. As already said, the question of sin was dealt with at the brazen-altar: Having officiated at the brazen-altar their hands would be unclean, smeared with blood. There are no shoes provided for Aaron and his sons, the dust of the desert would soil their feet. There feet would have to be washed so they could not pass dirt into the holy place; as it is said concerning the eternal Dwelling place of God, in Rev 21:27 And there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth. The spiritual application of this to Christians today. The blood on the hands of Aaron and his sons evidenced that they had come into contact with death. 

So we, in our everyday lives, constantly have dealings with those who are dead in trespasses and sins, and their very influence defiles us. In like manner, our passage through this wilderness world, which lieth in the Wicked one (1 John 5:19), fouls our walk. There is therefore a daily need for these to be removed. Though the defilements of the way do not affect our standing, they do interfere with our communion with God. The Bronze Laver is a profound type; a prophetic shadow of Jesus Christ. While the brazen-altar represents Christ’s death (Justification), the Laver represents Christ’s life and the sanctifying Word (Sanctification). In the Tabernacle, the priest could not enter the Presence of God without passing both. Here is how the Laver points directly to the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ is the Living Water. In the Old Testament, the water in the Laver cleaned the skin of the body; in the New Testament, Christ cleanses the soul. John 4:14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. Jesus is the source of the water in the Laver. Without Jesus, the basin is just an empty bronze vessel. He provides the everythiing through which we are made fit for God’s service. The Laver is often equated with the Word of God, and Jesus is the Word made flesh (John 1:1). When we wash at the Laver today, we are immersing ourselves in Christ’s teachings. Jesus told His disciples in John 15:3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Christ as the Mirror (The Perfect Man). Because the Laver was made of mirrors, it showed the priests their true condition. 

Christ is the only “Perfect Mirror” who reveals our sin while simultaneously offering the cure. Hebrews 4:12-13 Describes the Word (Christ) as a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Often people want the brazen-altar (forgiveness) without the Laver (holiness), but the Tabernacle layout proves we cannot have one without the other. The Finished Work of the brazen-altar vs. The Ongoing Work of the Laver: The sacrifice at the brazen-altar was finished once for all. However, the washing at the Laver was continual. This points to the fact that while our salvation is secure in Christ, our fellowship with Him requires us to constantly bring our daily failures to Him for cleansing. The Laver was made of bronze, the metal of judgment. This reminds us that Christ’s ability to cleanse us came because He first endured the fire of judgment on our behalf. The Bible is silent on the process of emptying and refilling the Laver. This silence is actually significant. In the Tabernacle, God often gave meticulous instructions for disposal (like carrying the ashes of the altar to a clean place in Leviticus 6:11). The fact that there is no instruction for disposing of dirty water suggests a symbolic truth because it is the Type of the Word of God. 

Since the water represents the Word of God (Ephesians 5:26), the lack of a drainage or cleaning instruction suggests that the Word itself never becomes defiled, even though it cleanses defiled people. While not stated for the Laver in the wilderness, the Living Water required for other purifications in Numbers 19:17 had to be fresh. The command is to put water in the Laver. Because the priests were commanded to wash every time, they entered the tent or approached the altar (Exodus 30:20), the water had to be constantly available. If it ran low or became unusable, the service of the Lord would have to stop, which was not permitted. When Solomon built the permanent Temple, the Bronze Laver was replaced by the Molten Sea, which gives us a clue about the volume and management of the water. 2 Chronicles 4:2-6: This Molten Sea (Laver) held 3,000 baths (roughly 18,000 gallons). If the water flowed out through spigots, the water inside the Laver remained pure, while the used water fell to the ground or into a drainage system. 

This perfectly mirrors John 7:38: He that believeth on me... out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. The reason we don't read about dirty water in the Laver is because of what it represents in the life of the Christian. Christ, our Laver, never becomes dirty by taking on our defilement. When we come to Him for daily cleansing (1 John 1:9), we don't stain His holiness; His holiness consumes our uncleanness. Just as the priests likely replenished the water from a nearby spring, we are told that God’s mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-23). We don't wash in yesterday's water. The emptying of the water isn't recorded because the focus of the Bible is on the Source that never runs dry and the Purity that never fails. The role of the women in Exodus 38:8 is one of the most hidden yet profound jewels in the Tabernacle narrative. These women are described as those who assembled at the door of the tabernacle. In Hebrew, the word for assembled is actually a military term, implying they were a company or an army of women organized for a specific purpose. Their devotion provides a description of the Bride of Christ. These women were not inside the Holy Place (only priests went there), but they stayed as close as they could at the door. This reminds me of the full overcomers that are truly waiting for the Lord. Song 6:13 Return, return, O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look upon thee. What will ye see in the Shulamite? As it were the company of two armies. 

The company of two armies in Hebrew the word means two camps. When we look at the seven churches of Revelation, Smyrna and Philadelphia are uniquely distinct because they are the only two churches for which Jesus has no word of rebuke. They represent the pure testimony of the Church. Smyrna the Army of Suffering. This church represents the overcomer through tribulation, poverty, and death (Revelation 2:8-11). Philadelphia as the Army of Service. This church represents the overcomer through faithfulness, keeping the Word, and the Open Door. (Revelation 3:7-13). Just as the women in Exodus 38:8 were a company (an army) at the door of the Tabernacle, the overcomer is someone who has surrendered their mirror (self-focus) to become part of God’s host. So, today let the world see the Smyrna spirit (grace under fire) and let them see the Philadelphia spirit of brotherly love and scriptural fidelity in us. When we see the two armies in the Shulamite, we are seeing the Full Stature of Christ. We see the Lamb (Smyrna's sacrifice) and the Lion (Philadelphia’s authority). Together, they form the true full overcomers who are not just saved from judgment, but are kings and priests unto God.

Like these women, the Church’s primary devotion is not seen by the world, but it is seen near to God. They chose the dust of the Tabernacle door over the comfort of their own tents. True devotion is found in being  the watchmen at the gates of God’s presence. The bronze mirrors were likely the women’s most prized possessions brought from Egypt. By giving them up to make the Laver, they were saying, I care more about how God sees me than how I see myself. The word assembly implies a military-style organization. These were likely women dedicated to prayer, intercession, and the maintenance of the sanctuary’s entrance. Luke 2:37 Describes Anna the prophetess, who departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. Our devotion today to the Lord isn't just about passive attendance. It is the company of believers laboring in prayer at the door of heaven, ensuring that the way is clear for others to find God. By providing the material for the Laver, these women were directly responsible for the safety and success of the Priests. Without their gift, the Priests could not wash; if they could not wash, they would die (Exodus 30:20). 

In Philippians 4:18 Paul speaks of the gifts from the church as an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God. These mirrors are supposed to be how the Body of Christ supports the ministry. Every act of devotion, every mirror surrendered, and every prayer at the door provides the water and the resources and spiritual covering that allows the ministry of the Word to go forth effectively. The women gave up their mirrors (which showed their physical beauty) to create a Laver (which showed their spiritual need). In the eyes of the world, they lost their ability to beautify themselves. But in the eyes of God, they became the most beautiful part of the Tabernacle because they provided the means for holiness. As the Church, when we stop looking at ourselves and start looking at Christ, we actually become more like Him. We do not look at ourselves to find what needs changing; we look at Christ, and the Holy Spirit reflects His likeness upon us until the mirror of our life shows only Him. A couple more thoughts: Our self is a small, distracting circle. Christ is an infinite horizon. Because there are no measurements for the Laver, it represents the unfinished work of sanctification. As long as we are in the wilderness of this world, the washing of the Word never stops and is never put away or covered or hidden. The brazen-altar deals with the guilt of sin (which is covered by blood). The Laver deals with the defilement of sin (which is cleansed by the Word of God). The brazen-altar was covered because the fire of judgment is satisfied; the Laver is left open because the water of the Word must always be ready to cleanse us.

To look at Christ is to be so occupied with His worth that the self-consciousness of the flesh simply starves. Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. When we stop looking at ourselves, we realize that the self we were worried about has been crucified with Christ. The new self is actually Christ living in me. The priest did not look into the Laver to admire his own face, but to see if he was clean enough to enter the presence of the King. The Laver remained uncovered because the Word of God must remain an open mirror to the believer, never hidden, never measured, and always ready to cleanse our daily walk. Today, we look into the Water of the Word not to obsess over our flaws, but to wash them away in the beauty of Christ. As John 3:30 says, He must increase, but I must decrease. The more Christ fills our vision, the less the “self” can be found! That is the moment we truly reflect the glory of Christ!
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