Exodus 30:22-33 March 10, 2026 The Anointing Oil
Ex 30:22 Moreover the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 23 Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet calamus two hundred and fifty shekels, 24 And of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of oil olive an hin: 25 And thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil. 26 And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony, 27 And the table and all his vessels, and the candlestick and his vessels, and the altar of incense, 28 And the altar of burnt offering with all his vessels, and the laver and his foot. 29 And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: whatsoever toucheth them shall be holy. 30 And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office. 31 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, This shall be an holy anointing oil unto me throughout your generations. 32 Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it, after the composition of it: it is holy, and it shall be holy unto you. 33 Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut off from his people.

This oil was designed for the anointing of the Tabernacle and its sacred vessels, and was also used at the consecration of Aaron and his sons to their priestly office. Strict instructions were given prohibiting any of the people from making any like unto it, which emphasizes its uniqueness. Oil consistently represents the Holy Spirit, while the specific spices and the act of anointing point directly to the person and work of Jesus Christ. The oil and specific spices, represent the multifaceted perfection of Jesus. Just as the spices were infused into the oil, the humanity of Jesus was perfectly filled with the Holy Spirit. Ac 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. In Exodus, the oil made common things most holy. Without it, the Tabernacle was just a tent. Without Christ, the Anointed One our tabernacle of this body is nothing. 1Co 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? Jesus is our Great High Priest who was anointed not with literal oil, but with the fullness of God. Also, just as the oil sanctified the furniture of the Tabernacle, the Holy Spirit sanctifies the Church, which is now the dwelling place of God. Eph 2:22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

As we are anointed by the Holy Spirit, we begin to emit the spices of Christ’s character to those around us. 2Co 2:15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: Exodus 30:32 states: Upon man’s flesh shall it not be poured. This is perhaps the most critical instruction for the Christian today. God does not anoint the natural talents of ego, or pride, or carnal efforts of man. The Holy Spirit is given to empower the new man, not to decorate the old nature. Ga 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. The Holy Spirit will not anoint or decorate the flesh. This is so harmful in the life of the Church. In Exodus 30, the warning was clear: if the oil was placed on a stranger or man’s flesh, that person was cut off. In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Truth in John 14:17. By His very nature, He cannot and will not put His seal or unction, or oil on a lie. 
When a speaker uses error, human charisma, emotional manipulation, or false doctrine, they may move the emotions of the flesh, but they do not have the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Paul’s warnings in 2 Corinthians, addresses the anointing of error. Paul was deeply concerned that the Corinthians were being seduced by super-apostles or false apostles, deceitful workers, or ministers of Satan. He tells us of areas where error replaces the true anointing: 2Co 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him. These false teachers were not preaching Paul’s Gospel. The Holy Spirit only testifies to the Truth. If the message is another gospel, the spirit behind it is not the Holy Spirit. God will not decorate a counterfeit message with His power. So what is it that we see in people who think they have just heard a wonderful message, but it was filled with error? When the Holy Spirit is not present to anoint the Truth, the flesh will often create a substitute to fill the vacuum. Because humans are emotional and spiritual beings, we are easily fooled if we do not have the Holy Spirit’s discernment. According to Scripture, what people often mistake for the Holy Spirit in a counterfeit message is: 

The enticing words of man’s wisdom. Paul specifically warns about a type of speaking that feels powerful but lacks the Holy Spirit. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. They have human eloquence, oratorical skill, and psychological hooks. It is the flesh that hooks people. A speaker can use fair speeches to cause an emotional high. Paul  tells us of this in Ro 16:18 ………by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. People mistake their own emotional response to a gifted performer for the conviction of the Holy Ghost. In Leviticus 10, Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire before the Lord, which He commanded them not. In the New Testament context, this is soulish energy masquerading as spiritual power. Note also that musical build-ups, repetitive chanting, or high-energy shouting bypasses the mind and targets the nervous system. Paul mentions those who have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge in Romans 10:2. It is absolutely Okay to be very enthusiastic, very loud, and very on fire, but if it is not fueled by the Truth of the Word of God, it is strange fire. It is the heat of the flesh, not the light of the Spirit. Why is there so much warnings of this in the Bible? 

The Bible presents deception not as a lack of information, but as a counterfeit of the truth. Deception in the end times is rarely an outright denial of God. Instead, it is a distortion of God’s Word. The Bible points out specific reasons why trickery becomes more prevalent as we approach the return of Christ. If our faith is anchored in the finished work of Christ, no amount of fair speeches can move us. Paul's final advice to Timothy was simple: Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned (2 Timothy 3:14). In these last days, the newest thing is usually the most dangerous thing.Paul says in 2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. The deception feels supernatural, and people assume it is God. It is strong delusion. 2Th 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: Why do people get so excited and swept up about a false message? Paul gives the sobering reason: 2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears. When the flesh hears its own desires being approved by a preacher, it reacts with great joy and enthusiasm. This joy is not the Fruit of the Spirit; it is the satisfaction of the ego. False teachers often use enticing words of man’s wisdom. 

This is the “composition like unto it” mentioned in Exodus 30:32 Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it, after the composition of it: it is holy, and it shall be holy unto you. The Holy Spirit is grieved and quenched by craftiness and we should be too. He does not anoint the cleverness of the speaker. He anoints the Truth of the Word. People will sit and listen to error and know it’s wrong. False doctrine is a high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God. It is one of the most sobering realities in the Church: people will sit under a counterfeit anointing, recognize it is off, yet stay. Scripture is remarkably clear about why this happens. It isn’t always a lack of intelligence; it is often a spiritual entanglement. Paul’s warning to Timothy is why as I read 2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine. Sound doctrine often requires repentance, sacrifice, and the cross. Error often promises blessing, power, comfort, no practical walk without the cost. Even if a believer feels a “check” in their spirit that the speaker is speaking error, they choose not to move for many reasons. The tragedy of the “check” in the spirit is that it is the Holy Spirit’s merciful warning they are ignoring. It is a divine stoplight that many believers choose to ignore! Like the Exodus 30 the Holy Spirit is holy and pure (oil); He cannot mix with the common or the false. 

When a believer feels that inner “check” but stays silent or stationary, they are choosing the comfort of the flesh over the conviction of the Holy Spirit. In 2 Corinthians 11:4, Paul rebuked the Corinthians for a specific type of spiritual tolerance that was actually a sin. 2 Corinthians 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus... or another gospel, ye might well bear with him. The Greek word for bear with implies a passive acceptance or putting up with something. People often stay in these places because they prioritize unity or niceness over the Holiness of the Truth. They don't want to be the one to point out that the oil is fake, so they bear with (accept) the craftiness until their own discernment becomes dull. In many Churches today, unity is often used as an emotional shield to protect error. We are told that to question a message or to leave a ministry over doctrine is divisive or unloving. However, the Bible makes a sharp distinction between Social Harmony (fleshly niceness) and The Unity of the Spirit. If the oil is counterfeit, the unity is counterfeit. The scriptures tell us why niceness is at the expense of Truth. It is actually a form of spiritual rebellion. Unity is founded on Truth, not tolerance. Biblical unity is not a treaty between Truth and error. In His High Priestly prayer, Jesus defined the basis for our oneness: John 17:17, 21 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth... That they all may be one... 

Sanctification is being set apart like the Exodus oil which comes before unity. You cannot have the Unity of the Spirit if you have rejected the Spirit of Truth. If a believer ignores a “check” in their spirit in order to stay unified with a false teacher, they are prioritizing a human union over a divine communion. James provides a perfect word for whether our desire for peace is godly or just fleshly niceness:! James 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated... The Order Matters. God’s wisdom puts Purity which is Holiness and Truth before Peace. Many churches flip this order. They put peaceable and gentle first, which allows the oil of ointment to be corrupted by dead flies. Ec 10:1 Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour. If you have peace without purity, you don't have the anointing; you have a compromise. Paul explains in Ephesians that true unity has specific boundaries. It isn't an anything goes atmosphere. 

Ephesians 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God... The Knowledge of the Son is with the spices in the anointing oil, the oil represents the true character of Jesus. If a speaker presents another Jesus, the unity is broken at the foundation. When people are nice to a false gospel, it is to be unfaithful to the Lord. Paul was so adamant about this that he said even if an angel brought a different gospel, that angel should be accursed (Galatians 1:8). Paul didn't prioritize niceness or so-called unity over the Gospel’s purity. We often hear God is Love and we got to have love don’t we. They use this as an excuse to stay in error. But 1Corinthians 13 defines God's love specifically: Charity or love... Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; (1 Corinthians 13:6). Love Rejoices in the Truth! True love for the brethren means refusing to let them be fed poison (error). Staying silent while an erroneous speaker misleads the sheep isn't love, it’s apathy or indifference. When we prioritize the feelings of a speaker or the feeling of a congregation over the Truth, we quench the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will not participate in a so-called unity that celebrates error. The Bible actually commands division in the face of persistent error. This sounds harsh to the natural ear, but it is necessary to preserve the Holy Anointing Oil of the Church's testimony. 

The danger of the mixed Oil in Exodus 30:33: Whosoever compoundeth any like it... shall even be cut off. When we try to create a unity using the flesh instead of the Holy Spirit and Truth, we are compounding a strange oil. It may look like the Church, but the flies make it stink. It lacks the presence of God. To the natural ear, the word division sounds like a sin. We are taught from childhood that being divisive is wrong. However, the Bible reveals a paradox: God uses division to protect the Holy from the disrespectful. Just as the Holy Anointing Oil in Exodus 30 had to be kept pure and separate from man’s flesh, the Truth of the Gospel must be kept separate from the cleverness and error of man. If you mix 99% pure water with 1% poison, the whole glass becomes lethal. Here is the plain, scriptural case for why God commands division in the face of persistent error. Many view Jesus only as a uniter, but He explicitly stated that His Truth would act as a sword of separation. Jesus said in Luke 12:51 Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division. When the Spirit of Truth is here, those who love the Truth move toward it, and those who love the flesh move away. They don’t want to hear it! There cannot be a holy people if they cannot be different from those walking in error. 

The division Jesus brings is mercy. It clarifies who is following the Shepherd and who is following a stranger. Paul said of those introducing error into the Anointing Oil of the Church; in Romans 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. The word mark means to scrutinize and identify. It is the opposite of being nice and ignoring the “check” in our spirit. The word avoid means to turn away from. Why? Because error is contagious. If people stay in a place of error to try to be a light, they often end up being dimmed by the atmosphere of the flesh. The reason division is necessary is that error is like yeast (leaven). It doesn't stay in one corner of the church; it eventually compounds into the whole batch. If a leader is allowed to use error to decorate a false message, and the people stay for the sake of unity, the entire congregation eventually loses its spiritual discernment. Satan has been a deceiver always and it is even more so now as we approach the coming of the Lord. It will get worse! In scripture a collective refusal to separate from error leads to a total loss of discernment. 


Refer to 1Ti 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron. Discernment is maintained by a sensitive conscience that responds to the Holy Spirit's “check” in our heart. When error is tolerated, that sensitivity is cauterized and the conscience seared with a hot iron. When people sit and listen to error, their spiritual nerve endings become numb. Eventually, they can no longer feel the burn of a lie; it feels normal to them. To protect the Holy Ointment of our own walk with God, we must remove ourself from the leaven. In 2 Corinthians, Paul uses the strongest possible language regarding the separation of the believer from spiritual environments that are not governed by the Holy Spirit. 2 Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. The unclean thing refers to the strange fire, error, or another spirit that Paul discussed in this chapter. God wants to receive us. Many people fear that if they leave their traditional place, they will be alone. But God promises a deeper intimacy with Him when we choose His Holiness over false harmony. 

Many people stay in error because they have been taught a twisted version of touch not mine anointed in Psalm 105:15. Some leaders use this verse as a shield to prevent any questioning of their error. This is a misapplied Truth. 2 Thes 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie. This is the most frightening reason. If a person repeatedly chooses the cleverness of man over the Truth of the Word, God eventually allows them to have what they want. This is where spiritual blindness and strong delusion sets in. They stop knowing it is wrong. The “check” in their spirit goes silent because they have quenched the Holy Spirit. 
Refer to 1 Thes 5:19. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of submission to Christ. He will never empower a message that leads people away from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. He provides the weapons to tear down error, not to build it up. One of the most dangerous aspects of false teachers is that they look anointed to the undiscerning eye. 2 Corinthians 11:13-14 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Here is the Warning: Just because a meeting is high-energy or gleaming doesn't mean it’s the Holy Spirit. 

Here is the test: In Exodus 30:32, the oil was not to be poured on man's flesh. If a ministry focuses on a new doctrine or the glory of a man, or the power of a man, or the wealth of a man, it is flesh. The Holy Spirit’s primary job is to glorify Christ.  Joh 16:14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. If Christ is not being glorified, the Holy Spirit has not signed His name to the check. Don’t cash it! The warning against making any other oil like it teaches that we cannot manufacture spiritual power through human psychology, emotionalism, or religious performance. True sanctification comes only from the genuine Holy Spirit of God. It is a delicate balance to maintain to be as wise as serpents and to recognize the error, yet harmless as doves so that our departure doesn't turn into the very bitterness we are trying to escape. The goal of withdrawing is not to win a fight, but to protect the Holy Anointing Oil of our own walk with God and to remain a vessel unto honor. The Apostle Paul gives us the practical, and scriptural way for withdrawing from error while keeping our heart pure. 2Ti 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some to dishonor. 


21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work. Purging is a personal action. It doesn't mean we have to burn the building down or spend months trying to fix a leader who is committed to error. It means we realize that to stay as meet for the Master’s use, we must remove our presence from the influence of the vessels of dishonor. In 1Timothy 6:3-5 When Paul tells Timothy to withdraw from those who teach otherwise and consent not to wholesome words, he highlights that these false teachers are often proud and doting about questions and strifes of words from such withdraw thyself. We don't need to engage in a public strife of words. False teachers thrive on the attention of a fight. Withdrawing is an act of disengagement. We aren't leaving in a huff of fleshly anger; we are exiting because the composition of the message no longer matches the “Pure Myrrh and “Cinnamon” of Christ. Leaving doesn't mean we stop loving the people; it means we love the Truth more. If asked why we are leaving, state the biblical reason clearly but without personal venom. I cannot stay because the message being preached contradicts Scripture, and I must prioritize the Spirit of Truth. 

This fulfills our duty to the Truth while preventing the bitter root from springing up in our own heart. The best way to keep our spirit of love is to find a remnant, even if it's just two or three people who value the Holiness of the Truth over the decoration of the flesh. Our love will be preserved when it is fueled by the genuine Holy Spirit rather than manufactured unity. In Exodus 30, the four spices used in the olive oil creates a perfect picture of the Person of Jesus and the Work of the Holy Spirit. While the olive oil represents the presence of the Holy Spirit, the spices represent the character or fruit that the Holy Spirit produces when He is allowed to govern the life of the believer. Myrrh was a bitter herb but a sweet perfume used to embalm the dead. It represents Jesus suffering and death. For the Believer, the Holy Spirit anoints us to share in the fellowship of His sufferings. Cinnamon is a bark that is harvested by peeling it away from the tree. It is known for its inner heat and sweetness. It represents the sweetness and zeal of Christ. He was consumed by zeal for His Father’s house (John 2:17). For the Believer, the Holy Spirit produces a fire in the heart that is not abrasive but sweet. It is the internal heat of the Holy Spirit that keeps a believer’s heart from growing cold in this world. Calamus is a fragrant cane or reed that grows in miry, swampy places. To get its fragrance, it must be stripped and bruised. 

It is unique because it grows upward, rising out of the mud. It represents Christ’s Resurrection. He rose out of the mire of death and the grave to stand upright in the presence of God. For the Believer, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Life that pulls us out of the miry clay of our old nature. Romans 8:2. Like a reed that bends with the wind but does not break, the believer has a peace that passes all understanding because they are rooted in resurrection life. Cassia is related to cinnamon but grows at higher elevations. In ancient times, people had to bow down or stoop to harvest it because of where it grew. Its name in Hebrew suggests shaving or bowing the head. It represents Jesus’ Humility. Though He was in the highest place, He humbled Himself and took those steps downward (Philippians 2:8). For the Believer, the Holy Spirit does not anoint pride. He only anoints the mind that is submitted to God. True power in the Holy Spirit is always clothed in the cassia-fragrance of humility. Note the proportions show a balanced character in Exodus 30:23-24, the measurements are specific: 

Myrrh: 500 shekels; Cinnamon: 250 shekels; Calamus: 250 shekels; Cassia: 500 shekels. The outer spices (Myrrh and Cassia) total 1,000, and the inner spices (Cinnamon and Calamus) total 500. This speaks of the harmony of the Holy Spirit. Note how these are put tother one outside with one inside. We cannot have “Resurrection Power” (Calamus inside) without “Death to Self” (Myrrh outside). We cannot have “Sweetness” (Cinnamon inside) without “Humility” (Cassia outside). The Holy Spirit’s job is to mix these virtues into our life. When the world smells a believer, they shouldn't just smell excitement (the flesh); they should smell the complex, beautiful fragrance of Jesus. It is the bitterness of the cross, the sweetness of His love, the power of His resurrection, and the beauty of His humility. In Exodus 30:25, the oil wasn't just a random mixture; it was a compound after the art of the apothecary. An apothecary doesn't just toss ingredients together. There is a precise process of crushing, heating, and infusing. 
This is a powerful picture of how the Holy Spirit works in the believer's life. 

He doesn't just hand us patience or humility as finished products;  He compounds them into our character through the art of life's experiences. The value of our spiritual anointing is immeasurable. If the Holy Spirit is the Master Perfumer, then our life is His masterpiece. To sit under error is to allow a counterfeit chemist to pour cheap, synthetic ingredients into a vessel that God has set apart for Himself. In Exodus, the oil made things most holy. Without it, the gold was just metal and the wood was just timber. In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit is our seal. We must value the Holy Spirit enough to realize that error is not just different information. It is a grieving agent. When we sit under error, we are inviting a foul odor into our temple that was designed for the fragrance of Christ. For us, the anointing was bought by the Blood of Jesus. To trade that Holy Ointment for the sake of sitting in a comfortable chair under a clever speaker of error is a tragic exchange. The anointing is the most valuable thing we possess; it is our connection to the mind of Christ. Protect it as a treasure, not a hobby.
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