Exodus 31:1-11 March 24,  2026. The Wise Master Builder
Ex 31:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: Uri means my light and Bezaleel means white speaks especially of the Holy Spirit working in the Church today. It is the light of God. 3 And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, 4 To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 5 And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship.6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee; Aholiab is helping Bezaleel which seems to indicate Paul as the Master builder. Paul did not do things on his own, but he was the Apostle for this age, so he is a type of Aholiab. 7 The tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is thereupon, and all the furniture of the tabernacle, 8 And the table and his furniture, and the pure candlestick with all his furniture, and the altar of incense, 9 And the altar of burnt offering with all his furniture, and the laver and his foot, 

10 And the cloths of service, and the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in the priest's office, 11 And the anointing oil, and sweet incense for the holy place: according to all that I have commanded thee shall they do. Full instructions concerning all the details of the tabernacle had now been given; the provision for the execution of them is next made known. Nothing is left to chance, no place allowed for any human interference. All is of God. Though skilled in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, Moses was not left to draw the plans for God’s dwelling-place; instead, he was told to make all things after the pattern shown him in the mount. Now that the pattern had been completely set before him. Now the Lord makes known who are to be the principal workmen, Bezaleel a type of the Holy Spirit and Aholiab a type of the Apostle Paul. The choice of these two was God’s, not Moses. Their equipment for the work was Divine and not human. The appointed craftsmen were Bezaleel and Aholiab, one from the tribe of Judah, the other from the tribe of Daniel. We do not have here the actual making of the tabernacle, that is seen in chapters 36 to 39. This is the Divine calling and making ability of those who were called to do the work on the Tabernacle articles. Christ is the One here foreshadowed. 

We see that in Heb 10:7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. Jesus was the only one capable of building a House for God, and every detail of our present type clearly establishes that fact. May the Spirit of God grant us eyes to see.
This passage from Exodus 31 is a profound look at how God equips His people for His service. While it describes the construction of Tabernacle, it serves as a spiritual blueprint for the Body of Christ today. In the New Testament, and the application to our walk as a Christian. The Divine Calling (Exodus 31:1–2) See, I have called by name Bezaleel... The Meaning of the Names: Bezaleel: Means in the shadow (protection) of God; In God’s shade Uri: Means My light. Hur: Means Liberty or Whiteness. In the Old Testament, Bezaleel is the chief architect. Spiritually, he represents the Holy Spirit or Christ as the Master Builder. Just as Bezaleel came from the line of Light and Liberty, Jesus is the Light of the World (John 8:12) who brings us into the glorious liberty of the children of God (Romans 8:21). What is the application to us? God knows our name. Before we were ever born, God called us by name. With God there is no accident; it is a divine appointment. Bezaleel wasn't just talented; he was filled with the Holy Spirit. This is the first time in the Bible someone is described as being filled with the Spirit of God. 
Isaiah prophesies of Christ using these exact terms: Isa 11:2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; Christ is the ultimate Craftsman of our salvation. We cannot do God's work with human strength alone. To build a marriage, a ministry, or a career that honors God, we must rely on the Holy Spirit. As 1 Corinthians 12:7 says, the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. We also see the Partnership in the Body (Exodus 31:6) And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab... and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom... Aholiab and Paul: Aholiab (meaning "Father’s Tent") was from the tribe of Dan. Paul was the wise masterbuilder (1 Corinthians 3:10) who laid the foundation of the Church among the Gentiles. Just as Aholiab helped Bezaleel, Paul worked under the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit to build the doctrine of the Church using the blueprint given to him by God. God never intended for Bezaleel to work alone. He provides helpers. In the Christian life, we are fitly joined together (Ephesians 4:16). We have a specific gifts. It was to complete the Work (Exodus 31:7–11). The tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark... according to all that I have commanded thee shall they do.

The goal was a dwelling place for God. The Ark, the Table, the Candlestick, all represent different facets of Christ: The Ark: Christ’s presence and the Law hidden in His heart. The Table of Shewbread: Christ as the Bread of Life. The Candlestick: Christ as the Light. The Altar of Incense is Christ as our Intercessor. Hebrews 10:7  Lo, I come... to do thy will, O God. This is the heart of the passage. The Tabernacle was a shadow; Christ is the substance. He is the only one who perfectly fulfilled the pattern shown on the mount. How this applies to the Christian Life? God Provides the Pattern. We don't have to guess how to live. God has given us the pattern in His Word. God Provides the Power. He doesn't just give us a job; He gives us His Spirit to get it done. Christ is the True Builder. Every curtain and silver socket of our life is being fashioned by Jesus. As Hebrews 3:3-4 says, He who built the house hath more honour than the house... but he that built all things is God. Note this: the workmanship matters. Verse 5 mentions all manner of workmanship. God cares about the details of our life. He cares about our integrity at work, our patience in parenting, and our devotion in private.

The Ark of the Testimony (Exodus 31:7) was the very first item God described to Moses because it represents the heart of God’s presence. In the Christian life today, the Ark is the most complete picture of who Christ is and How He saves us. The Ark was a structure of two natures in one person. The Ark was made of Shittim (Acacia) wood overlaid with pure gold (Exodus 25:10-11).
The Wood represents Christ’s humanity. Acacia wood is known for being incorruptible and hardy, growing in the desert. It is a type of Christ as the root out of a dry ground (Isaiah 53:2).
The Gold represents His Deity. Gold is the metal of Divine. For the Christian, this confirms that our Savior is both fully God and fully man. He can reach God because He is God; He can reach us because He is man. Just as Bezaleel had to build the Ark exactly to the pattern, we must build our lives on the “Pattern of Christ.” We don't invent our own way to God; we enter through the Mercy Seat He has provided. The Pure Candlestick described in Exodus 31:8, is one of the most beautiful and spiritually significant pieces of furniture in the Tabernacle. While the Ark represents God’s presence, the Candlestick represents God’s Testimony and Spiritual Illumination in a dark world. Unlike the Ark, which was wood covered in gold, the Candlestick was made of one talent of pure, solid gold (Exodus 25:31, 36). Importantly, it was not cast in a mold; it was beaten out of one piece. It represents Christ the Workman. 

The Candlestick represents the beaten work of the sufferings of Christ. Isaiah 53:5 says, He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities. The beauty of the Candlestick and its bowls, knops, and flowers were made through the repetitive beating of the hammer. For the Christian, this is a picture of sanctification through suffering. 1 Peter 1:7 compares our faith to gold tried in the fire. The Hammer are the trials and pressures of life, and the hammer was in the hand of the Master Builder (Bezaleel/The Holy Spirit).The hammer isn't ever meant to destroy the gold, but to shape it into the image of Christ. Our trials are not random; they are the beating required to bring out the ornamental beauty of Christ’s character in us. The Candlestick consisted of a center shaft with six branches. There were three on each side making seven lamps in total. The center shaft (the stems) holds the entire structure together. This is a perfect shadow of John 15:5: I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. Because it was beaten out of one piece of Gold, it represents the organic unity of Christ and His Church. You are not just near Christ; we are of Him.

There are Seven lamps representing the sevenfold Spirit of God in Revelation 4:5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. This represents that the Holy Spirit provides perfect light. The only light in the Holy Place came from the burning of pure olive oil of the Candlestick. In Scripture, oil almost always symbolizes the Holy Spirit. The Light is Jesus who said, I am the light of the world (John 8:12), but He also said to His followers, Ye are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). Just as the bowls of the gold branches held the oil that produced the flame, we are the vessels that hold the Holy Spirit to light up a dark world. We don't produce the light; we simply display the light of the Holy Spirit within us. Exodus 30:7-8 tells us that the High Priest (Aaron) had to dress or trim the lamps every morning and evening. When a wick burns, it develops “snuff” which is the charred remains that causes the lamp to smoke and dim. The priest would use golden snuffers to remove the burnt parts. Sometimes, the charred remains of our old nature, our pride, or our past sins start to dim our testimony. 

The Lord, as our High Priest, must trim our lives. This trimming might feel like a loss or a rebuke, but its purpose is to make the flame burn brighter and clearer. Heb 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. The process of hammering out the gold for the Tabernacle especially the Pure Candlestick and the Mercy Seat is a powerful physical demonstration of a spiritual reality. In Exodus 25:31, the term used is beaten work. This was not a process of melting metal and pouring it into a pre-made mold. It was a grueling, intentional, and highly skilled labor of transformation. From the lump of Gold to the Masterpiece to create the Candlestick, Bezaleel and Aholiab started with a single, solid talent of pure gold (weighing roughly 75 to 100 pounds). The gold was heated to make it malleable but not melted into liquid. It was then placed on an anvil. Using hammers, the craftsmen would strike the gold repeatedly. To create the branches, the center shaft, and the decorative almond blossoms out of one single piece, they had to push the metal from the inside out and the outside in. If they struck too hard, the gold would become thin and crack. If they were too gentle, the shape wouldn't form. It required a cunning workman as described in (Exodus 31:4) to know exactly where and how hard to strike to bring the knops and flowers out of the solid mass. Knops are ornamental buds of a flower.

Christ was the Beaten One. The most significant meaning of the beaten gold is the Suffering of Jesus Christ. Because the Candlestick was beaten from one piece of gold, it shows that Christ’s glory and His suffering are inseparable. He did not become the King of Glory by avoiding the hammer. He became the Captain of our Salvation being made perfect through sufferings (Hebrews 2:10). On the Cross, Christ was beaten by the Father’s justice against sin. Isaiah 53:4 says, We did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. The beauty of our salvation are the flowers and bowls of the Gospel which was hammered out through the bruising of His body. The Holy Spirit represented by Bezaleel filled with the Holy Spirit to do this work. This tells us that the hammering in our lives is directed by God Himself. When you feel the blows of life, trials, losses, or discipline, it is easy to think God is angry. But look at Bezaleel, he didn't beat the gold to destroy it; he beat it to give it a shape it didn't have before. It was a Divine Skill. The Holy Spirit knows exactly how much pressure we can take. As the Master Builder, He is hammering out the image of Christ in our character. 

Romans 8:29 reminds us that we are being conformed to the image of his Son. Conforming requires pressure and striking. The Apostle Paul is represented by Aholiab. Paul understood the beaten work better than anyone. Paul had several beatings. Paul said, Galatians 6:17 I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. He was beaten, stoned, and shipwrecked (2 Corinthians 11). Paul’s life was a beaten work so that he could help form Christ in the early Church. He told the Galatians; I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you (Galatians 4:19). Bezaleel was the son of Uri, the son of Hur, which means free, or at liberty. Christ was not a victim of circumstance or a reluctant servant. He was at liberty to choose, yet He chose submission. John 10:18: No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This is the ultimate Hur (liberty) Jesus had the freedom and He chose the Cross.  This name also speaks of Christ’s relation to the Father, and the second Uri tells who He is, (the light of the world) so this third one Hur makes known the manner in which He entered upon His Divinely-appointed work (free and at liberty). 

This is foreshadowed and is told in Hebrews 10:9, Then said He, I come to do Thy will, O God. The Lord Jesus voluntarily entered upon the great work which He undertook. It is true that the Father sent Him (John 9:4); yet, equally true is it that He came. Perfectly does this come out in our type: Bezaleel was called by God to his work (V2), yet He was a son of liberty of the tribe of Judah. This is crucial because, while he was a craftsman (a humble role), his lineage was kingly. He was from Judah. Judah was the royal tribe, and was also the one who took the lead when Israel journeyed through the wilderness. But the meaning of the name Judah signifies praise. This tell us the spirit in which the Redeemer entered into His work. That work involved such humiliation, suffering, and such a death! Listen to His own words in Psalm 40:8, I delight to do Thy will, O God. Note, at the very time He was being despised and rejected of men, in that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank Thee O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent (Luke 10:21). Bezaleel is often seen as a type of Christ (the Master Builder) or the Holy Spirit, but our focus on his genealogy reveals a beautiful triple-layered portrait of the Jesus’ nature and mission. Bezaleel: In the Shadow (Protection) of God. Isa 49:2 And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me; Jesus lived and worked under the divine overshadowing of the Father’s authority. 

Judah was the Lead Tribe. When Israel moved, Judah went first (Numbers 10:14). Christ, our Leader, precedes us in all things. He took the lead in the wilderness of human suffering. Even in the shadow of the Cross, Jesus gave thanks. His was done at the Last Supper, the very night He was betrayed. He took the bread and gave thanks (Matthew 26:27). The Joy Set Before Him in Hebrews 12:2 explains how He could do this: Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross. The praise wasn't for the pain, but for the will of the Father being accomplished. Bezaleel represents the Holy Spirit who conceives the work, Aholiab represents the human instrument which specifically represents the Apostle Paul who communicates and builds that work among the Gentiles as his materials. While Bezaleel is a type of Christ (as the Son), he is also a primary type of the Holy Spirit because of the specific way God describes his empowerment. Exodus 31:3 says, And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge. This is the first time in Scripture someone is said to be filled with the Spirit for a specific task. 

Just as Bezaleel took the raw gold and wood to make a dwelling for God, the Holy Spirit takes the raw materials of our lives to build a habitation for God (Ephesians 2:22). God calls Bezaleel by name (Exodus 31:2). This mirrors the Holy Spirit’s work in the Church, distributing gifts severally as he will (1 Corinthians 12:11). Aholiab is the type of the Apostle Paul. Aholiab's name and heritage provide the link to Paul’s unique ministry and his Gospel of the Grace of God.
Aholiab means The Father’s Tent or the Tent of my Father or The Father is my Tabernacle. Paul’s entire Gospel was centered on the fact that God no longer dwells in temples made with hands, but in a Tent which is the Body of Christ. Paul describes our physical bodies as tabernacles or tents in 2 Corinthians 5:1, and emphasizes that we are the Temple of the Living God (2 Corinthians 6:16). Aholiab was of the Tribe of Dan (Exodus 31:6). In the wilderness march, Dan was the rear guard, the last tribe to move (Numbers 10:25). Paul describes himself as the last of the Apostles. 1 Corinthians 15:8: And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. The Outcast Tribe: Dan is often associated with the back of the camp. Paul was the Apostle to the Gentiles. 

We were those who were far off and outside the inner circle of the original twelve tribes of Israel. Eph 2:12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Aholiab was specifically skilled in weaving and embroidery (Exodus 38:23). Paul was a tentmaker by trade (Acts 18:3). This is a direct physical link to Aholiab’s work on the Tabernacle curtains. Paul was the Gospel Weaver: Paul’s letters weave together the Old Testament types with the New Testament reality. In 1 Corinthians 3:10, Paul explicitly uses the term: As a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation. The Greek word for masterbuilder is the exact role Aholiab filled under Bezaleel. Paul’s Gospel was not taught to him by men, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:12). Just as Aholiab had to follow the exact pattern shown to Moses and interpreted by Bezaleel, Paul followed the Pattern of Sound Words. 2Ti 1:13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
Aholiab was given the heart to teach in  Ex 35:34 And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 

Paul’s primary calling was as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth in 1Ti 2:7 Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity. Aholiab was chosen from the lowly tribe of Dan and Paul was chosen the least of the apostles. Both of them worked to bring the Dwelling of God to completion. Aholiab the tabernacle and Paul the Church. The Church is still being completed today and it will be finished by Paul’s Gospel. Aholiab made the physical tent; and Paul revealed the spiritual reality of the Tent; the Church. Note the colors that Aholiab used and how they connect o the Apostle Paul. Blue is the color of the sky, representing the heavens. In the Tabernacle, it pointed to Christ’s origin as the Son of God. Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians is the Blue epistle. He focuses on our heavenly places and Christ’s pre-eminence. Ephesians 1:3 Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. Just as Aholiab wove blue into the veil, Paul wove the truth that Christ is the second man... the Lord from heaven (1 Corinthians 15:47).
The Purple: The Royalty/Mediator described in Philippians. Purple is created by mixing blue (heaven) and scarlet (earth/blood). 

It is the color of royalty and represents Christ as the King-Priest, the perfect Mediator. In Philippians, Paul describes the Purple transition of Christ laying aside His royal robes to become a servant, only to be highly exalted as King. Refer to Philippians 2:9-11 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name... Aholiab’s purple thread symbolizes Paul’s teaching on the Lordship of Christ. Paul’s Gospel insists that Jesus is the King eternal, immortal, invisible (1 Timothy 1:17). The Scarlet described the Sacrifice in Romans. Scarlet comes from a crushed worm and represents blood, suffering, and the humanity of Christ. The Epistle to the Romans is the Scarlet epistle. It deals with the necessity of the blood for justification. Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood. Aholiab used scarlet to remind the people of the cost of approaching God. Paul’s Gospel of the Cross (1 Corinthians 1:18) is the scarlet thread that runs through every one of his letters. 1Co 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. Fine white linen represents purity and the righteousness of saints (Revelation 19:8). 

In Galatians and 2 Corinthians, Paul fiercely defends the Line of the truth that we are made righteous not by our works, but by Christ’s purity. Refer to 2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us... that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  Aholiab provided the white backdrop for the other colors. Paul’s Gospel provides the white robe of justification, without which the other colors (heaven, royalty, sacrifice) cannot be applied to the believer.
The Bible says these colors were worked with cunning work, meaning skilfully devised or thought out. Paul uses this same concept when he speaks of the Mystery. Refer to  Col 1:26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Just as Aholiab took separate threads and wove them into a single, beautiful image of the Cherubim, Paul took the threads of Old Testament prophecy and wove them into the New Man in Chris which the Church is made up of. Aholiab had to follow the pattern. Paul said, According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation (1 Corinthians 3:10). In the Tabernacle curtains, you don't see four separate threads; it’s one tapestry. Paul’s Gospel presents One Lord, one faith, one baptism (Ephesians 4:5). It is the unity of the Spirit.

The parallel between the Tabernacle builders and the believer today is one of the most practical applications. If Bezaleel is the type of the Holy Spirit and Aholiab is the Type of the Apostle Paul  as Word of God (Paul’s Gospel), the believer is the “Living Stone” called to execute the blueprint in the earth today. We are no longer building a tent of skins and gold; we are building a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5). Before Bezaleel picked up a tool, he was filled with the Holy Spirit (Exodus 31:3). The believer’s walk does not start with doing, but with being filled. We cannot build the things of God with natural talent or human effort. Just as Bezaleel needed wisdom, understanding, and knowledge for the gold and silver, we need the Holy Spirit for our daily decisions, and ministry. God told Moses, Exodus 25:40 Look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount. Bezaleel and Aholiab couldn't innovate; they had to use the plan given by God. For the believer, we don't get to decide what a Christian life looks like. We have a pattern: it is the Life of Christ and the Epistles of Paul. Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 1:13 Hold fast the form [pattern] of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 

We build by aligning our character with the Blue, Purple, and Scarlet truths we discussed. It is the Heavenly mindset, Royal submission, and Sacrificial love. Bezaleel (Judah/Kingship) and Aholiab (Dan/Lowliness) worked together. They represent the Unity of the Spirit. No believer is an island. We are fitly framed together. Ephesians 2:21-22 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord... for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
We may have the Bezaleel gift of leadership or the Aholiab gift of teaching. We build by honoring the gifts in others. The Tabernacle we build today is the Internal New Man. We Build with Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones. Paul plainly references the materials of the Tabernacle when describing our walk and service. 1 Corinthians 3:12-13 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest... We Build by Weaving the Truth into Life. Aholiab’s embroidery took time and precision. He had to pull the thread through the linen over and over. Paul’s Gospel is the same. It is weaved into our lives day by day. 

Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus... Every word and deed is a stitch. When we forgive someone, we are stitching the Scarlet thread. When we pray, we are stitching the Blue thread. Paul says he was a “Steward of the mysteries of God” (1 Corinthians 4:1). A steward manages someone else’s property. How do we Build? By taking the Gospel of Grace (the Paul/Aholiab connection) and teaching it to the next generation. We build by mentoring others in the Pattern of Sound Words. To build these things properly today, we follow the three-fold method given to the craftsmen: Wisdom (The Head): Knowing the Pattern (The Word of God). You cannot build gold if you don't know what God’s will is. Understanding (The Heart): Discerning how to apply the Word to our specific life situation. Knowledge (The Hand): The actual cunning work or skill of walking out our faith in the world and at home.
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