Exodus 32:11-35 April 7, 2026 The Mediator
Moses comes on the scene as a wonderful intercessor. This passage from Exodus 32 captures one of the most dramatic intercession vs. judgment moments in the Bible. It follows the Israelites’ decision to build a golden calf while Moses was receiving the Law on Mount Sinai. The first thing he appeals to is God’s honor in Ex 32:11 And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? 12 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people. Moses places the responsibility upon God. Next, he appeals to God’s promises in Ex 32:13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it forever. God informs Moses of the peoples idolatry and threatens to destroy them. 

Moses responds not with excuses for the people, but with a three-pronged appeal to God’s character. Verse 11 (The Relationship): Moses reminds God that these are His people. He uses the phrase which thou hast brought forth. He appeals to the investment God has already made through the Exodus. Verse 12 (The Reputation): Moses argues that if God destroys Israel, the Egyptians will mock Him, claiming He saved them only to trap and kill them. Numbers 14:15–16 is a good reference because it echoes this logic, where Moses again pleads for God’s public reputation among the nations. Verse 13 (The Remnant/Covenant): Moses appeals to the unconditional Abrahamic Covenant. He reminds God of the oath made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Hebrews 6:13 confirms that because God could swear by no greater, He swore by Himself. Ex 32:14 And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people. Verse 14 (The Result): The phrase the Lord repented (or relented) does not mean God changed His mind, but that He responded to the intercession of a mediator, shifting from the path of judgment to the path of mercy. 

The Broken Covenant is found in V 15–19. Verses 15–16 (The Divine Origin): Ex 32:15 And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they written. 16 And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables. The emphasis here is that the Law was entirely the work of God. The tablets were a physical manifestation of God’s voice. Verses 17–18 (Misinterpreting the Sound): Ex 32:17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. This is not a shout of overcoming victory. There are many voices around the world today and many cries that go up and we must be able to discern what is from God or not. 18 And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear. He hears those that are just playing around in the name of the Lord, those that are really not worshiping the Lord at all. Verse 19 (The Symbolic Breaking): Moses’ anger mimics God’s anger. By smashing the tablets at the foot of the mountain, Moses visually demonstrates that the Covenant has been broken. Before the ink was even dry (so to speak), the first commandment (No other gods before me) had been shattered.

Ex 32:19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. Moses did two things at this point; first he showed outwardly what Israel had already done in their heart and that is that they had broken the law, the first commandment, thou shalt not have no other gods before thee. Now here they were dancing around that golden calf. The next thing he did by this was that he broke those commandments so God couldn’t see them and judge Israel by them. He threw them to the ground so that God would have nothing to judge the people by; no standard to judge them by; Ex 32:20 And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it. What Moses did by this was make them recognize and take their own bitter sin into their system, so people today must do exactly the same thing, they must realize that they are wrong by worshiping such falsity. People must swallow their pride and see that they have been in a false religion denomination all of their lives and have denied Christ, they must drink of that bitter water. 

They must recognize that that golden calf cannot do them one bit of good. Ex 32:21 And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them? 22 And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou knowest the people, that they are set on mischief. 23 For they said unto me, Make us gods, which shall go before us: for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. Today in the Church, these verses serve as a sobering warning about the dangers of doing what works or what the people want over doing what God commanded. Aaron’s defense was essentially, “The pressure was too great.” He allowed the spiritual climate of the crowd to dictate his actions rather than his standing before God. Note what Paul tells us in Galatians 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. If we prioritize keeping the peace over the Truth of the Gospel, we cease to be a servant of Christ. Like Aaron, when we become people-pleasers, we become sin-facilitators. In V23, the people panicked because their visible leader (Moses) was gone. They wanted a god they could see and touch because they couldn't handle the silence of the invisible God.

New Testament Parallel is 2 Timothy 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. When God seems silent or the return of Christ seems delayed, the Church is tempted to make gods out of programs, new doctrines, personalities, or new-age spiritualism to fill the void. That is what has happened in the Church, they have become impatient with Christ’s return. We must resist the urge to create visual substitutes for the presence of the Holy Spirit. We can refer to 2Pe 3:3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. Moses in V 21shows the responsibility of leadership. Exodus 32:21: ...that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them? Moses holds Aaron accountable. Aaron didn't invent the idea of the calf, but by agreeing to it, he brought the sin upon the people. Leadership doesn't just involve what you do; it involves what you allow. New Testament Parallel is James 3:1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. Leaders (pastors, elders, teachers) are held to a higher standard of judgment. Aaron’s passive leadership was just as destructive as the people’s active rebellion. 

The Church must heed the call for leaders who are willing to say “No” to the congregation’s unbiblical desires. Aaron’s blame shifting. Exodus 32:24: ...then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf. Aaron tried to make the sin sound accidental or natural. He acted as if he was a victim of circumstances rather than a participant in the rebellion. People often will sugarcoat compromises. The Church must maintain a culture of responsibility. If we don't name the sin as Moses did, we can never truly repent of it. Ex 32:24 And I said unto them, whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So they gave it me: then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf. This reminds us of some of the revelation that people have today. They are not according to the scriptures. They bypass human responsibility and, more importantly, bypass the written Word of God. The Apostle Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 11:13–15 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Paul warns the church even today. Just because something seems supernatural or miraculous does not mean it is from God. The Church must test every revelation against the finished Work and Word of Christ. 

If the revelation leads to an idol which is not Jesus Christ, it is a deception. The invention of new doctrines in the modern Church fits perfectly into the pattern of Exodus 32. Aaron didn’t technically tell the people to stop worshipping the LORD; he told them to worship the LORD through a medium of their own making. In verse 5, Aaron says, Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD. He tried to keep the name of God in this while changing the nature of the worship. This is exactly how modern invented doctrines operate. When Aaron said, tomorrow is a feast to the LORD, he was essentially name-dropping God to give a seal of approval to a project God never authorized. Modern leaders do exactly that: they cite the names of past giants in the faith to state a new doctrine that those very leaders would have condemned. The people were restless. Moses was gone. Aaron needed a solution to keep the crowd together. Modern invented doctrines often arise from a desire to be successful rather than faithful. If a doctrine makes the church grow faster or keeps people from leaving, leaders are tempted to cast the gold into the fire and see what comes out. Aaron’s “it just came out excuse” (v. 24) is the hallmark of modern false prophecy. It claims a new doctrine which cannot be traced back to the Scriptures. 

If a doctrine is new, it is usually false. The Bible is a finished revelation. Refer to Jude 1:3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. Note: once delivered means the faith is complete. It doesn't need re-inventing. Ex 32:26 Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD'S side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. It is significant that the sons of Levi joined themselves unto Moses because their name means joined. This signifies being joined unto the Lord. So it is with us as we are joined unto the Lord then we render the old man powerless. It means we do not have to accept any false doctrine. Our worship to the Lord Jesus Christ is based on Calvary.  Moses’ question in verse 26 remains the ultimate standard: "Who is on the LORD’S side?" He didn't ask Who likes the new music? or Who thinks Aaron's idea was creative? He demanded a return to the side of the LORD and His word. The Church today must realize that any new doctrine that is invented is an idol. Truth is not invented; it is revealed and defended.

In Exodus 32:26, the Levites had to physically move. They had to leave their tents, their families, and their friends to stand with Moses. This is the New Testament definition of being in Christ. 1Corinthians 6:17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Just as the Levites’ name meant joined, the believer’s identity is defined by their union with Jesu Christ. When we are one spirit with the Lord, we gain discernment. We can smell the smoke of the Golden Calf even when it’s wrapped in Holy branding that isn’t really holy at all. Being joined to Jesus makes it impossible to be comfortably joined to an idol. Being joined to the Lord renders the old man powerless. The old man is that part of us that wants the Golden Calf. It is the part that wants a god we can control, a god who doesn't require a cross, and a god who just appears in the fire without our repentance. People want to see the supernatural at any cost. The Levites had to take up the sword against their own flesh and blood. Ex 32:27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour. Spiritually, this represents the mortification of the flesh. 

When we were joined to Christ, the Old Man (our carnal nature) lost its legal right to rule us. We don’t have to make gods because we are satisfied in the One True God. Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. The Golden Calf was an altar of human effort. The Tabernacle was centered on an altar of sacrifice and blood. Paul tells what we are to be centered around in 1 Corinthians 2:2 For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. Paul, like Moses at the gate, drew a line in the sand. He refused the wisdom of words or new revelations of the Greeks. If it isn't based on the Cross, it isn't the Gospel. Being Joined to the Lord means being joined to His death so that we can walk in His life (Romans 6:4-5). V26, Moses stood in the gate. The gate is the place of authority and the place of exit or entry. To stand with Moses was to exit the party of the world and enter the service of God. Paul gives us this same instruction in 2 Corinthians 6:14, 17 Be ye not unequally yoked [joined] together with unbelievers... Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. 

The Gate that Moses stood by, requires a choice. We cannot be joined to the Calf and the Covenant at the same time. Ex 32:27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbor. 28 And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, Who is on the Lord's side ? Let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together with him. Here is a further and greater decision. It signifies such a dedication unto the Lord as is seldom found. This surely figures the death of the old man to the utter most degree. It was a reality for the sons of Levi to place themselves on the side with Moses, because then they were commanded to take each his sword and go in and out among the congregation of the Lord and slay brother, friend or neighbor. None were spared if they came in the way of the sword. This was no playing at religion. It meant pain and sorrow of heart for Levi to take the sword to his own flesh. He suffered the anguish of death in dealing with his own family and brethren. The dearest of companions must meet the sword at his hands if they stood in his way. God never forgot this. 

Look at Mal 2:4 And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. 5 My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him for the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before my name. Levi was blessed because of his obedience. Likewise this must be the attitude of the overcoming Christian. We cannot draw back from this decision. It is written, Jer 48:10 Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LORD deceitfully, and cursed be he that keepeth back his sword from blood. Tho' our weapons are not carnal; it costs us many a tear to take such a stand. We cannot be tenderhearted and save the flesh in ourselves, or others. We must be true to God. Jesus said, in plain view of the cross, in Mr 8:35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it. He went all the way to Calvary in obedience to His Father, and He cannot allow any less consecration in us. There is no middle ground if we desire to reign conjointly with Him. Ex 32:29 For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to day to the LORD, even every man upon his son, and upon his brother; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day. 

30 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, Ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin. In these verses, we see the transition from the Justice of the Levites’ swords to the Intercession of the Prophet Moses’ heart. Moses demonstrates the quality of a biblical mediator. He does not distance himself from the people’s failure; instead, he steps into the gap to offer his own standing for their survival. Before Moses can intercede, the camp must be purged. He tells the Levites to Consecrate yourselves. In Hebrew, this literally means to fill your hands. The Spiritual Meaning is they filled their hands with the service of the Lord rather than the gold of the idol. Even though it cost them their earthly relationships (sons and brothers), it gained them a spiritual blessing.
Jesus also taught that true discipleship involves a higher loyalty to Him than to family. Matthew 10:37 says, He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me. Moses says, Ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement. Moses doesn't minimize the sin. He calls it great. However, he immediately offers himself as the one to go up the mountain on their behalf. 

The word peradventure (perhaps) shows Moses’ humility. He knows God is holy and justice is required, yet he places this in God’s mercy. Note this: Moses went up the mountain to try and make an atonement; Jesus went up the hill of Calvary to finish the atonement. Hebrews 9:24: For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands... but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. The difference is that Moses offered a peradventure, but Jesus offered an eternal sacrifice. Moses was a servant in the house; Jesus is the Son over the house (Hebrews 3:5-6). Moses’ compassion reaches its peak in the verses immediately following (v. 32), where he asks God to blot him out of the book if the people cannot be forgiven. This is a rare level of love. It was the willingness to be damned so that others might be saved. The Apostle Paul expresses the exact same Mosaic heart regarding the Israelites of his day:  Refer to Ro 9:1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 2 That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: Both Moses and Paul understood the Gospel of Substitution. They were so joined to the Lord (the Levite heart) that they began to feel the Lord’s own compassion for the wayward people. 

They understood that the only way to stop invented doctrines and idolatry is for a mediator to stand in the breach. Christ is our loving intercessor, willing to die for the sins of the people. Ex 32:31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. 32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. Moses figures Christ and His love for the people that He was accursed for them. Jesus was willing to die for Israel and the whole world. The verse ends here without a period because he cannot bear the thought if God will not forgive their sin. Exodus 32:32, Moses is so distraught over the potential destruction of Israel that he cannot even finish his “if” statement. Jesus was willing to die for the sin of the whole world. Even Paul had such love for the nation Israel that he would die for Israel. Ex 32:33 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. 34 Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them. God didn't abandon them, but He maintained the standard of holiness. 

Today, we have a Mediator who doesn't just go up the mountain once; He lives forever to make intercession. 35 And the LORD plagued the people, because they made the calf, which Aaron made. Even when we are forgiven, sin has consequences. False doctrines (calves) always bring plagues. Often it is spiritual dryness, broken families, and loss of power. When Moses offered to be blotted out for the people's sin, God essentially told him that it wasn't possible for one fallen man to pay for the sins of another. In Exodus 32:33, the Lord replies: Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. This is the voice of absolute Justice. Moses was the Mediator of the Law, but he was also a man. Under the Law, the standard is individual accountability. Because all have sinned, if every individual paid for their own sin, the result would be total separation from God (spiritual death). Trying to pay for one’s own sins leads to the spiritual dryness. It is an impossible cycle because human effort can never satisfy the infinite holiness of God. Why could Jesus pay the debt when Moses could not?  Jesus was sinless: If Jesus had His own sin, He would have been dying for Himself. Because He was without spot, His death could be credited to others. 

Jesus was infinite: Because Jesus is God manifest in the flesh, His sacrifice carries infinite value. It was enough to cover every person from Adam to the end of time. Jesus was a willing substitute: Just as Moses wanted to be the sacrifice, Jesus actually became the sacrifice. Moses, though a great prophet, was still a sinner saved by grace. He could not transfer his righteousness to Israel because his own righteousness was credited to him by faith, not by his own perfection. The same is true for us. Paul expresses the same desire, but he knows it is a desire, not a possibility. Paul knows that only One has sinless life to actually buy back a soul. What Moses offered to do; Jesus actually accomplished. The reason God could not blot Moses out in place of Israel is that Moses' life wasn't valuable enough to cover millions of souls. But Jesus, being God manifest in the flesh, possessed an infinite life. And on the Cross, Jesus was effectively blotted out from the land of the living. He cried, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Matthew 27:46).  For a moment, the Mediator Jesus, took the blotting out so we could stay in the Book. Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 

When God said, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out, He was speaking under the framework of the Old Covenant Law. But for the Christian today, our security is based on Union with the Mediator Jesus Christ. Our Names are Written in Blood, Not Ink. In the New Testament, the Book" is called the Lamb's Book of Life (Revelation 21:27). It is not just a ledger of behavior; it is a registry of those who belong to the Lamb. Jesus tells us to rejoice because our names are written in heaven. Because Jesus was blotted out or judged in our place, God’s justice is satisfied. Our security isn't in how well we danced around an altar, but in the fact that your Mediator went up the hill for us. The Spirit of the Levite is: We must be joined to the Lord to the point where we hate the invented doctrines that lead people astray, yet like Moses, we must have great heaviness for those who are caught in the deception. To be a full overcomer and prepare for the return of Christ as the Bridegroom, a believer must move from the self-effort of the Law to the self-surrender of the Gospel. Like Moses, a true overcomer carries a burden of love and a burden of intercession. We will win the Bridegroom not with a cold heart but with the Mediator’s heart. Preparation for the marriage supper involves developing a deep, sacrificial love for others. We must be willing to stand in the gap for others.

To be a full overcomer is not to be a person who never fails, but to be a person who always gets back up, anchored in the truth that their victory is already secured in Christ. We are being prepared as a Bride for a Bridegroom who does not ask us to pay a debt we cannot afford, but simply asks us to receive a life we did not earn. Go out today knowing that our name is not just written in the book, but engraved on His hands. Live as one who is already loved, already forgiven, and fully empowered to win the prize of the high calling. The High Calling isn't a mountain we climb by our own grit. It is a life we live by His grace, in the word of God, and by the power of the Holy Spirit. The High Calling is being so close to the Bridegroom that His thoughts become our thoughts and His power becomes our strength. We aren't trying to have power; we are authorized to use it. We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us! Jesus loves us. Jesus has already forgiven us. Jesus has already given us His Spirit. We agree with Him and we practically walk in the radiant authority of the Bride of Christ. The race isn’t just to get to the finish line. The race is to stay focused on the One, Jesus Christ, who already crossed the finish line for us. He is our Mediator cheering us on. Run that you may obtain!
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