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Ex 33:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the people which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: 2 And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite: 3 Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way. Israel had just committed spiritual adultery by worshipping an idol (the Golden Calf) while Moses was on the mountain. These verses are the immediate fallout. 4 And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned: and no man did put on him his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee. God starts by reaffirming His covenant with the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob). He isn't going to break His word just because the people failed. He tells Moses to pack up and move toward the land flowing with milk and honey. 

It was the land of Canaan. There is a sharp change in language: God says: ...the people which thou Moses hast brought up out of the land of Egypt. Earlier in the story, God referred to them as His people whom He brought out. It’s like a parent saying to a spouse, Look what your child just did. God is distancing Himself from them. God promises to send an angel to lead them and drive out the inhabitants of Canaan (the Hittites, Amorites, etc.). On paper, this sounds like a win. They get a divine bodyguard and a guaranteed victory. But for Moses and the Israelites, this was actually bad news. They needed God’s Presence. This is the core of the passage. God gives a terrifying reason for why He is staying behind: For I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way. The term stiffnecked refers to an ox that refuses to bow its head to the yoke or turn when the driver pulls the reins. It describes a people who are stubborn and unyielding in their rebellion. God’s holiness is described here like a consuming fire. He is essentially saying: I am too holy, and you are too sinful. If I stay in your immediate presence while you are in this rebellious state, My justice will be forced to react to your sin, and I will end up destroying you before we even get there. 

These verses set up one of the most famous intercessions in the Bible. Shortly after this, Moses basically tells God, If your Presence doesn't go with us, don't even make us leave this spot (Exodus 33:15). So, what is the parallel of the believer’s life in Christ and Canaan. What does all of this mean for us believers? We know, Egypt represents the world/sin, the Wilderness represents the struggle of our living here on earth, and Canaan represents the life of spiritual rest and victory or the Heavenly Places of Eph 1:3. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: The believer is technically already there in a spiritual sense, yet we are still here on earth in a physical sense. We will study later where God told Joshua, Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you (Joshua 1:3). The land was already Israel’s by divine decree. But they still had to march, fight, and put their feet on the soil to enjoy it. This mirrors Ephesians 1:3 and 2:6, which states that God hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Positionally we are seated with Christ; the victory is won. Experientially we must possess those spiritual blessings (peace, joy, authority over sin) through faith and obedience. 

What does this experientially mean that we must possess those spiritual blessings? When Paul says we are seated in heavenly places (Ephesians 1:3, 2:6), he is describing our legal standing. When he tells us to mortify (put to death) the deeds of the body or seek those things which are above (Colossians 3:1-5), he is describing our practical walk. Imagine someone buys a house for you and puts the deed in your name. You are the owner. The house belongs to you 100%. The Practical Walk is you still have to move in, unpack the boxes, and learn how to use the heater. If we choose to sleep on the sidewalk in front of our own house, we are still the owner (Position), but you aren't enjoying the warmth (practical experience). The “Practical Walk” is the process of aligning our earthly behavior with our heavenly identity. The reason the first generation of Israelites failed was that their practical walk was dictated by their physical sight. They saw giants; they felt like grasshoppers. This passivity is exactly what kept the first generation of Israel in the desert. God had already given them the land, but they still had to cross the Jordan and fight the giants. If they had just sat on the bank of the river saying, God said it's ours, so we don't have to move in, they would have died of thirst. 

If someone tells us that we don't have to do anything, they are telling half the truth. We don't have to do anything to earn our seat in the heavenlies, but we must do everything to occupy it. Paul says: I press toward the mark Phil 3:14. He doesn't say, I sit and wait for the mark to come to me. Paul says: Fight the good fight of faith 1Tim 6:12. Paul says: Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling Phil 2:12.Notice that Paul says work it out, not work for it. You can only work out what God has already worked in. The provision is the “in,” the practical walk is the “out.” When people are taught, they don't have to do anything, they remain spiritual grasshoppers. A grasshopper is famous for its jump, but it doesn't have a practical walk or a march. It leaps into the air, lands, and then sits still. These grasshopper Christians have an experience, because they hear a dynamic speaker tickle their ears with a message that is half-truth and they jump. But because they don't have a practical walk, they eventually land right back to where they started. They jump from emotion to emotion, but they never gain any ground.
A spiritual grasshopper waits for a feeling: They spend more time studying the Giants than they do the Mark for the prize that Paul speaks of in Philippians. The spiritual grasshopper stays in the desert because, while it's dry, there are no giants there. 

They are never taught how to become full overcomers. It is safer to be a victim in the desert than a victor in the Land. To move from being a spiritual grasshopper to a full overcomer, Paul focuses on the transition from passive legal standing (what Christ did for you) to active spiritual warfare (what you do with His power). Before we can defeat a Giant, we have to stop thinking like a victim. Paul emphasizes that the battle for the land begins in the mind. Romans 8:37: In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. A conqueror takes the territory; someone who is more than a conqueror takes the territory and the spoils. Paul doesn't say, I leap toward the mark. He says, I press. Pressing implies resistance. It implies weight, contact with the ground, and a forward momentum that refuses to be pushed back. There is a balance in the Christian walk: active pressing combined with total dependence. If we press in our own strength, we burn out and become frustrated. The secret is knowing that while we are the ones stepping onto the land, the power that moves our feet and defeats the giants comes entirely from God. We must wait upon God and not go in our own strength. Waiting on the Lord is not inactivity; It is re-fueling.  

The most famous verse on waiting is clear that waiting leads movement. It doesn't lead to sitting; it leads to soaring, running, and walking. Isaiah 40:31: But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. The Overcomer waits on the Lord to exchange our strength for His eagle strength. We wait until His peace replaces our anxiety, and then we press forward. The word “wait” doesn't mean sitting at a bus stop; it literally means to braid or weave together. Waiting is refueling. It is the active process of braiding our life into God’s life. We are renewing our strength, which in the original language means to change or exchange. We give the Lord our exhaustion; He gives us His endurance. We give Him our perception; He gives you His eagle view. A grasshopper lives in the desert floor. He can look up at the mountain and see the giants and the trials. But the Eagle’s View is that it is the only bird that actually uses the storm (trials) to go higher. It sets its wings so the very wind that threatens others lifts it above the clouds into the sunlight. God’s view doesn't always remove the storm; it uses the wind of our trials to lift us into a higher level of maturity. From the Eagle’s View, the storm isn't a disaster; it’s an updraft. 

Spiritual grasshoppers have the Provision, but they are still defeated by Anxiety (the Giants). They have the Provision of holiness, but they are still enslaved to Lust (the Giant). Why? Because they haven't been taught to possess the territory. Possessing the territory requires Faith-in-Action. Faith is not just a mental agreement that the land is yours; faith is the act of stepping onto the land because you believe God gave it to you. The Practical Walk in Colossians 3 is very specific. It’s not doing nothing; it’s a two-part action: The Inward Action is: Set your affection on things above. (Mindset) The Outward Action: Put off all these; anger, wrath, malice... (the Execution in Action) If a believer isn't putting off the old man and putting on the new man, they are like an Israelite who stayed in the wilderness because they heard the land was already theirs and didn't think they needed to pack their bags. They forgot their position as God’s firstborn son (Exodus 4:22). For the believer, the practical walk means operating from the reality of Ephesians 1:3. If we are blessed with all spiritual blessings, then when we face a giant like anxiety or a recurring sin, our practical walk involves: Reckoning and Yielding: Counting it as true that you are dead to sin and alive to God (Romans 6:11)

Yielding: Presenting your members as instruments of righteousness (Romans 6:13). God called the people stiffnecked. A stiff neck cannot look up; it can only look straight ahead or down. So, they looked at the desert and the obstacles (Colossians 3:2 things on the earth). But we must look up to where Christ is seated. Our Practical Walk is simply the outward outworking of where our mind is set. If our mind is set on our seat in the heavenlies, our feet will eventually follow. In Canaan, Israel didn't get the land by being good, but they enjoyed the land by being obedient. Obedience is the key it is part of possession. When they disobeyed, they lost the experience of victory, even though they still legally own the land. The finished work of Christ provides the Power and the Right to walk in victory, but it does not do the Walking for us. As 2 Peter 1:5 says: And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge... Grace isn't the absence of effort; it's the fuel for effort. Because many believers are taught their position (heavenly places) but not their practice (how to walk), they live like spiritual grasshoppers instead of spiritual royalty. They didn't say the giants called them grasshoppers; they called themselves that. Many Christians use the provision of grace as a safety net for failure rather than a launchpad for victory. 

They treat grace like a car wash to clean up the mess, rather than the spiritual power to stop driving into the mud. In the wilderness, the Israelites' fear of the giants led them to sin (rebellion/unbelief). Today, when a believer feels like a grasshopper in the face of life's pressures, they often turn to Egypt (worldly comforts, addictions, or anger) to cope. The only cure for the grasshopper mentality is what Caleb had in Numbers 14:9: Neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defense is departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear them not. Caleb understood the Practical Walk: He didn't deny the giants existed (Realism). He knew they had no legal right to the land anymore because God gave it to Israel (Positional Truth). He was ready to pick up a sword of Practical Obedience. There is also a misconception that Canaan represents the afterlife (dying and going to heaven). However, in heaven, there are no giants or wars in the presence of God in. Heaven. Canaan represents the Victorious Christian Life on earth. Just as Israel had to drive out the “ites” (Canaanites, Hittites, etc.), the believer must deal with the flesh. Colossians 3:5: Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection... The “ites” are the giants in our own lives that try to keep us from enjoying our heavenly blessings. Israel couldn't coexist with the Canaanites and prosper; the believer cannot coexist with known sin and enjoy the milk and honey of spiritual rest. 

Colossians 3:1-3 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. In the wilderness, Israel constantly looked back at Egypt (the old life).  To live in Canaan (in the Spirit), the believer must shift their focus. Our Anchor is that our life is hid with Christ in God (Col 3:3). Just as Canaan was a land of supernatural supply, our spiritual supply comes from our connection to our Head, Jesus Christ. We don't struggle for victory; we struggle from a position of victory. Hebrews 4:10-11: For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works... Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest. We labor in faith to rest. We stop trying to save ourselves or fight in our own strength. The story of the first generation of Israelites is a warning that even when God gives a gift, it can be missed through a lack of faith. After leaving Egypt and receiving the Law at Mount Sinai, the Israelites reached the border of Canaan at a place called Kadesh-Barnea. Moses sent 12 spies to scout the land (Numbers 13). The spies returned confirming the land was flowing with milk and honey, but 10 of them focused on the giants and the fortified cities. Two of them, Joshua and Caleb, God said this: 

Nu 14:28 Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do to you: 29 Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me, 30 Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have despised. 32 But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. The people wept, complained, and even discussed choosing a new leader to take them back to Egypt. They concluded, in Numbers 13:33 We were in our own sight as grasshoppers. They failed because of unbelief. It wasn't because the giants were too big; it was because their hearts were too small. They could not enter in because of unbelief. 

They focused on their circumstances (the giants) rather than their Covenant (God’s promise). Note: Ephesians 1:3 says we are already blessed with all spiritual blessings. However, the first generation of Israelites was blessed with a land and still died in a desert. A believer can be in Christ (saved) but practically live in the wilderness of defeat, and carnality. Our direction of the Gaze is Colossians 3 which tells us to Set your affection on things above. The first generation failed because their affection was set on the safety of Egypt. Their vision were the giants and felt small. Joshua and Caleb looked up at God and saw the giants as bread for us (Numbers 14:9). The tragedy of the first group of Israelites was that they endured the hardship of the Exodus out of Egypt but missed the joy of the destination. A believer who does not seek those things which are above (Colossians 3:1) might spend their entire Christian life struggling against the same old sins and fears, never entering the spiritual Canaan of peace and power that Paul describes. The first generation died in the wilderness not because God changed His mind, but because they wouldn't change theirs. They had been taken out of Egypt, but they hadn't let Egypt be taken out of them. 

We look at the giants of our life, the stresses or obstacles, and find it harder to focus on the heavenly places. Ex 33:7 And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar off from the camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to pass, that everyone which sought the LORD went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, which was without the camp. This is not the tabernacle proper but it is a temporary place of prayer that Moses had until the Tabernacle proper was built. Moses pitched the temporary tabernacle afar off from the camp. To find God, the people had to leave the camp which was the place of their normal, carnal, and often sinful routine. In Hebrews 13:13, Paul says, Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. To seek those things which are above, we often have to physically or mentally distance ourself from the camp of opinions, and distractions. We cannot enjoy the Heavenly Places while staying occupied in the world of Canaanite culture. Ex 33:10 And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door. We do not read here of the sacrifices like we did before, but it was real worship at this point. 

There was a different attitude and atmosphere then there was in the previous Chapter. Under the New Covenant, our worship isn't about killing a goat to get to God; it’s about a living sacrifice where we offer our lives because we are already with God. Like the Israelites at their tent doors, our practical worship is a response to the Presence we have in Christ. Ex 33:11 And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle. The Lord spoke to Moses as a man speaketh unto his friend. This is the goal of the Christian life, intimacy. Paul’s greatest desire wasn't just to go to heaven, but to know the Person of Christ. Phil 3:10: That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings... Then Joshua departed not out of the tabernacle. While Moses (the Law-giver) went back and forth, Joshua (whose name is the Hebrew version of Jesus) stayed in the presence of God. Hebrews 7:25 says, Wherefore he (Jesus) is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. Just as Joshua departed not out of the tabernacle, Jesus is seated at the right hand of God constantly representing us. Our Practical Walk succeeds only because Jesus’ Heavenly Work never stops. 

Joshua was in training. This is the Process of Sanctification. Joshua stayed in the Presence of the Lord so he could eventually lead the people into the Land. We abide in Christ’s presence today so that we can grow up and reign in life (Romans 5:17). We cannot lead others into a victory (Canaan) that we haven't first experienced by being in the Presence of the Lord. Ex 33:13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people. Notice that the law giver resorts to the grace of God. He won’t accept what God said, I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: but he resorts to the grace of God. Show me your way Lord. So we let the Lord show us His way, which is a way of suffering. It is a way of depending on the Lord and trusting Him, then we learn to know Him intimately. Moses, the one through whom the Law was given, realizes the Law cannot save the people from their stiff necks. Only Grace can! Paul as Saul spent part of his life trying to be blameless under the Law (Phil 3:6), but in Philippians 3:9, Paul the new man echoes Moses’ realization. He wants to be found not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law. 

Ex 33:14 And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 15 And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. Moses would rather be stuck in a desert with God than be successful in a Paradise without Him. 17 And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name. 18 And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. 20 And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. 21 And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: 22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 23 And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen. What a large request that Moses made. It is the greatest petition that anyone could ever asked of God. He did not ask for a fiery chariot to take him up to heaven, nor did he ask for fire from heaven to consume whole armies, but he stands alone as he asks this petition, “I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.” 

God spoke to him as a man speaks with his friend. There is no other way he could have had courage to ask such a large request. In his communion with God, he had also received a fresh testimony to the grace of God. God spared the guilty nation of Israel through his intercession. We too can have the same request, with equal faith to that which Moses had and say, “I beseech thee, show me thy glory.” How is this to be done? It will be through the word of God by the power of the Holy Spirit. I want to notice in Ex 33:13 Moses asked for something before asking God to show him His glory. 13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people. Moses asked for something even before asking God to show me thy glory. He asked to see God’s way before he prayed to see His glory. We learn God’s way by studying His word. And he (God) said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. I wonder if Moses himself really understood what he was asking God. Moses knew that “God is a Spirit.” 
I think he must have had a mind to know that man can never conceive an adequate idea of the incomprehensibleness of God. Can you picture Moses, as he stood in that cleft of the rock, with the hand of God before his eyes. Can you see him look as a man never looked before, confident in faith, and maybe wondering how he could have asked such a petition. What was God about to show to Moses? His petition is, “Shew me thy glory.” Will He show him His justice? Will He show him His holiness? Will He show him His wrath? Will He show him His power? Will He show him that He is almighty? Will He rend the mountains, and show him that He can be angry? Will He bring his sins to remembrance, and show that He is omniscient? No, hear the still small voice, “I will make all my goodness pass before thee.” What is the goodness of God? The goodness of God is God’s glory. God’s greatest glory is that He is good. The brightest gem in the crown of God is His goodness. “I will make all my goodness pass before thee.” What a panorama such as time would not be long enough for us to see. Consider the goodness of God in creation. Every creek that runs is full of God’s goodness. Every tree in every forest is full of God’s goodness. Every atom of the air which we breath is full of God’s goodness. The goodness of God is Grace. It is the intercession of Grace! Goodness is the Who; Grace is the How! 

The Goodness of God and the Grace of God is like the relationship between a fountain and the stream that flows from it. They are inseparable, but they describe different movements of God’s character toward us. The fountain is God as the source of everything, and the Stream is the way that source reaches us personally. This is the intercession of Grace! This is the Glory Moses wanted to see which is the raw, beautiful essence of God’s holiness and love. Water in a stream always flows toward the lowest point. Grace is God’s goodness flowing down to the low places of human suffering, and need. The stream is the intercession that brings the water through the rugged terrain of our lives until it reaches our lips. Grace is His goodness reaching out to bridge the gap between His holiness and our humanity. Grace is only inexhaustible because the Goodness behind it is infinite. The Cleft of the Rock is like a pool where the stream gathers so we can drink safely without being swept away by the full force of the mountain's pressure. So, tonight we sit before Him now in His word and that is where He makes all His goodness pass before us! The Word of God is the riverbank. It is the place where the stream of Grace is contained and directed so that we can encounter the Goodness of the Fountain every single day. So, we started out this study with the Intercession of Grace and so we end with the Intercession of Grace!
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