Exodus 34:23 - Exodus 39 April 28, 2026 Beams of The Heart!
In chapter 34 we have the glory of God reflecting on Moses’ face. In Exodus 35, Moses gathers the entire congregation to actually execute the instructions he received on the mountain. Ex 34:23 Thrice in the year shall all your men children appear before the Lord GOD, the God of Israel. 24 For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any man desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the LORD thy God thrice in the year. This is a unique supernatural promise. For Israel, leaving their home undefended was an invitation for invasion. God promises a hedge of protection: if they prioritize worship, He will supernaturally restrain their enemies desire for their land. The promise in V24 that God will protect the land while they worship mirrors Paul’s encouragement regarding God’s wisdom. In Philippians 4:19, Paul writes, But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. When we prioritize the things of God, God manages the needs of our life. 25 Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leaven; neither shall the sacrifice of the feast of the Passover be left unto the morning. 26 The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk. 
Thrice in the year refers to feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. These laws separated Israel from pagan rituals. For example, seething a kid in its mother’s milk was likely a Canaanite fertility rite; by forbidding it, God was commanding a distinction between life-giving milk and the death of the animal. The Apostle Paul, a Hebrew of Hebrews, often took these physical Old Testament shadows and translated them into spiritual realities for the believer. In 1Corinthians 5:7–8, Paul references the Passover and Leaven mentioned in Exodus: Purge out therefore the old leaven... For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven... but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. For Paul, the Passover is no longer a trip to Jerusalem; it is the finished work of Christ. The leaven isn't physical yeast, but sin and malice in the heart of the believer. Exodus 34:26 demands the first of the firstfruits. Paul takes this agricultural term and applies it to Christ and the Church in 1Corinthians 15:20: But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. Just as the Israelites brought the first harvest to God as a down payment of the harvest to come, Christ’s resurrection is the firstfruit that guarantees the future resurrection of all believers.
Ex 34:27 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel. 28 And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.  29 And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses' hand, when he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him. He did not know that his face shone. It is with us, as we are in fellowship with the Lord, it will show in our lives too. This word shone means beams going out. Ex 34:30 And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him. 31 And Moses called unto them; and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned unto him: and Moses talked with them. 32 And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh: and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him in mount Sinai. They were afraid of him so in v33 And till Moses had done speaking with them, he put a veil on his face. 34 But when Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he took the veil off, until he came out. 
And he came out, and spake unto the children of Israel that which he was commanded. 35 And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone: and Moses put the veil upon his face again, until he went in to speak with him. That law became a veil unto them and Paul says that that veil is still over their hearts. As long as they have their eyes on the law, it is not upon Christ and they cannot behold the beauty and the glory of Him either. So this is another fault for trying to put ourselves under the law. That is, we cannot gaze on the full beauty and glory of Jesus. Compare this with 2Co 3:13 And not as Moses, which put a veil over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished:14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which veil is done away in Christ. 15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart. 16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away.17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Also, Paul contrasts Moses’ veil with the believer’s open face. In 2 Corinthians 3:17–18, we see a total opposite of the Sinai experience. Unlike Israel, who shrank back in fear, the believer has boldness through the Holy Spirit. We go to the Lord ourselves; we enter the Holy of Holies ourselves. Paul says we behold His glory as in a glass. As we look at Christ (the Word of God), we don't just see Him, we see who we are becoming. Moses, when he left the mountain, he slowly lost his shine. The Christian experience is more, because Paul tells us in 2 Cor 3:18 But we all... are changed into the same image from glory to glory. The Greek word for changed is metamorphoo (where we get metamorphosis). It isn't a temporary shine on the skin; it is a fundamental change of the nature from the inside out. The Lord Jesus dwells within the believer, our glow doesn't have to fade when we leave a church building or finish a prayer session. It is a constant, increasing brilliance. Moses did not know that his face shone. They were afraid of him. It is as we are in fellowship with the Lord, it will show in our lives as well. This will be shone in our lives as we radiate Christ. This word shone means beams going out. The Holy Spirit is changing us within by putting the characteristics of Christ with us! 

This is our beautiful inheritance! We inherit Jesus likeness, and in doing so, we become the very inheritance He treasures. Paul’s letters, particularly to the Ephesians and Galatians, serve as a roadmap for this growing up into Christ. Paul emphasizes that becoming like Jesus isn't about following a set of rules, but about a metamorphosis of character driven by the Holy Spirit. The Fruit of the Spirit is the primary DNA of Christ being formed in us. Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. It is in the characteristics of Christ! These are: Having the Mind of Christ: Php 2:5-7; Having the Compassionate Heart Col 3:12 toward one another. Our inheritance isn't just a place in Heaven, or a reward, or a crown; it is a state of being. Paul teaches that we are predestined to be conformed into the image of the Son of God. It is as we look into the Mirror of Glory: As we look to Him, we are changed. 2 Cor 3:18. We then become the Likeness of His Son. Ro 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. The Holy Spirit is working in us to put in the characteristics of Jesus, He makes us a fit inheritance for the King. We become a mirror reflecting His beauty back to Him. We are Jesus' Inheritance. Paul prays that you may know ...the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people. (Ephesians 1:18). 

What are the characteristics of Christ that the Holy Spirit and the Apostle Paul so desired for us? Humility and Self-Emptying; Christ’s willingness to surrender His rights for the sake of others. (Php 2:7-8) Sacrificial Love. This isn't just a feeling, but a deliberate action of the will that seeks the highest good of another at a personal cost. (Eph 5:2). Perfect Obedience to the Father. This is a heart that says Yes to God, regardless of the cost. Rom 5:19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. Total Forgiveness; Paul urges us to mirror this specific characteristic because it is the foundation of the Christian life. (Col 3:13). Gentle Strength and Patience; While Jesus held all the power of the universe, Paul describes Him as being meek and gentle. He is not easily provoked. (2Cor 10:1). Paul summarizes all these characteristics of Christ in Galatians 5:22-23. They are the nine-fold character of Jesus Christ being grown within the believer. We are Jesus' inheritance. When a person inherits a house, they want it to be beautiful, clean, and filled with life. By putting these characteristics in us, the Holy Spirit is renovating us so that when Jesus receives us as His inheritance, we reflect His own beauty back to Him.

As Israel is looking upon Moses, notice that they have to look behind the veil because they cannot see Christ in all of His glory and beauty because of the law. That law became a veil unto them and Paul says that that veil is still over their hearts. As long as they have their eyes on the law, it is not upon Christ and they cannot behold the beauty and the glory of Him either. So this is another fault for trying to put ourselves under the law. That is we cannot gaze on the full beauty and glory of Jesus. They become so preoccupied with the When a person tries to reach God through legalism, they are essentially stitching the veil that was rent in the Temple back together. They cannot see the Face which is the Person of Jesus. Paul says in 2Cor 3:16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away. The moment a heart stops looking at its own performance (the Law) and turns to Christ’s Grace, the blurry vision clears up. Moses had to hide the glory so the people wouldn't be terrified, but we are called to reveal the glory to all around us. In the Old Covenant, the glory was on the outside and it was temporary. In the New Covenant, the glory is on the inside and it is permanent. We don't have to wear a veil because we aren't hiding a fading glow; we are displaying a living Savior. Shone means beams going out. This implies energy and movement. 

When we are in deep fellowship with Christ, we don't have to try to be a witness or try to look holy. Under the Law, holiness was an outward effort to meet a standard. Under Grace, holiness is an outward beam of an inward reality. Like Moses, the believer who is truly gazing at Jesus in His word by the power of the Holy Spirit is usually the last one to realize how much they are radiating Christ. They are too occupied with Jesus’ beauty to notice their own reflection. The Law was a mirror (it showed us our dirt), but it was never meant to be a window (to see God’s glory). When a person is under the Law, they are constantly looking down at their own feet to make sure they aren't tripping over a commandment. When the veil is removed in Christ, we look up at His face. We cannot admire a sunset if we are staring at a map. Legalism makes us map-readers, but Grace makes us glory-beholders. The tragedy of the veil is that it keeps people focused on requirements while they miss the Relationship with Christ. They were afraid to come near Moses. The glory of the Law is terrifying because it highlights our inadequacy. It creates distance. But Paul says, where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

Chap 35-39 is a repetition of the building of the Tabernacle. Ex 35:1 And Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel together, and said unto them, These are the words which the LORD hath commanded, that ye should do them. 2 Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you an holy day, a sabbath of rest to the LORD: whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to death. 3 Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the sabbath day. This passage in Exodus 35:1–3 is a transition from the mountain top (revelation) to the camp (application). Before Moses gives the instructions again for building the Tabernacle, he repeats the Sabbath. God’s rest must precede God’s work. To our ears, put to death for working on the Sabbath seems harsh. In the Old Covenant, the Sabbath was the sign of the covenant, much like a wedding ring is a sign of a marriage. Breaking the Sabbath was a public rejection of God’s sovereignty. It was saying, I don't trust God to provide; my survival depends on my own effort. Israel was surrounded by nations that worked their slaves and animals to death. The Sabbath was an act of mercy. To break it was to re-introduce the spirit of Egypt (slavery) back into the community. 

Because the Sabbath was a shadow of the coming of Christ, God guarded its holiness strictly. To pollute the shadow was to distort the picture of the salvation that was coming. (Hebrews 4:9–10) The Rest isn’t about a day, it’s about ceasing from trying to save ourself. Just as God rested after Creation’s work was finished, and just as Jesus cried it is finished on the cross, the believer rests in the completed work of Christ. Ex 35:4-9 lists some of the materials used to build the Tabernacle. While chap 35-39 repeats the building of the Tabernacle, it represents one of the most significant shifts in the book of Exodus. This isn't just a list of materials to build the Tabernacle; it is a testimony of transformation. There are crucial differences between the instructions in Exodus 25–31and the instructions again in Exodus 35–39. After the crisis of the Golden Calf and the renewal of the Covenant, this moves from blueprints to building the Tabernacle. In chapter 35, Moses calls for an offering. The people respond with such willing hearts that they actually bring too much and have to be told to stop. In chapter 36, the construction of the Tabernacle begins. In chapter 37, the furniture for the Holy of Holies and the Holy Place is built. In chapter 38, the Altar of Burnt Offering, the Bronze Laver, and the Outer Court are constructed. 

In chapter 39, the Priestly garments, the Ephod, Breastplate, and Robe are finished. The work is completed and presented to Moses. In Exodus 25–31, the language is: Thou shalt make... This is the command. In Exodus 35–39, the language changes to: And they made... or He did... This is the fulfillment. This shows Israel had learned a lesson of the Golden Calf. They were no longer trying to design their own worship; they were following the heavenly pattern given by God. The order of the construction in which the items are listed changes between the two sections. The instructions are inside-out in Exodus 25, 26, and 27. God starts with the Ark of the Covenant (the most holy thing) and works outward. This shows God’s viewpoint: He starts from His throne and moves toward man. In these chapters 25-27, God is speaking to Moses on the mountain. Because God is the source of holiness, He begins at the center, His own throne and moves outward toward the world. The very first item mentioned is the Ark of the Covenant which represents the presence of God. To God, the most important thing is the mercy seat where He meets man. This is the Gospel. Salvation doesn't start with us cleaning up the outer court of our lives; it starts with God’s mercy at the center and works its way out to our behavior. 

The construction outside-in is described in Exodus 36, 37, and 38. The builders start with the Tabernacle structure and then move to the furniture. This reflects man’s perspective: we must build the house before we can furnish it. It shows the practical reality of preparation. When Bezaleel and Aholiab actually begin the physical labor, they follow a logical, human order. You cannot put a throne or the Ark in a field; you have to build the room first. It starts with the structure (Ex 36):  They are building a place for the Glory to dwell. The shift from the inside-out plan to the outside-in construction is a beautiful picture of the Christian life. While God’s grace starts at the center of the heart, our walk with Him often involves the practical building of a life that can contain and display His glory. Bezaleel and Aholiab labor parallels the life of the believer today which represents our Sanctification. While God sees us in Christ our center, our lived experience is often outside-in. We prepare our lives, we build the house by making room for Him, and we gradually move deeper into the Holy of Holies as we take in His word. We work from the outside because we are human and bound by time, but we can rest because God has already come from the inside of our heart to meet us. 

The Sabbath Rest! The Beams of light we mentioned earlier start at that Ark (the Spirit within us) and radiate through the Boards and Curtains which are our physical lives for the world to see. They had to create a dedicated space first that was separated from the desert dust. It is the structure of our spiritual lives, our habits, our boundaries, and our discipline. Just as we can't have a Holy of Holies without walls, it is difficult to maintain deep fellowship with God if our life has no structure (prayer time, study of the Word, and fellowship). We build these spiritual walls not to earn salvation, but to create a protected environment where the Holy Spirit can move without being quenched by the world’s distractions. It is a place for the Glory of God to dwell. The builders weren't just building a tent; they were building a habitation for God. God is building in us a placed for Him to dwell! Paul uses this exact language in Eph 2:22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. We are under construction. Every time we choose to walk in the Spirit instead of the flesh, we are, in a sense, fitting a board or weaving a curtain in our own character. We don't build the house so we can sit in it alone; we build it so the Glory of God has a place to rest. 

Our goal as Christians is to provide a place for the presence of God in our daily lives. The Tabernacle was made of wood, gold, thread, and skins. These were physical things from the earth. Yet, when put together according to the pattern, they became a Shadow of Heaven. For the Christian, God uses our common things in our lives; our jobs, parenting, conversations, trials to build something eternal. When we allow the Holy Spirit to work in our lives as unto the Lord, we are like Bezaleel taking a piece of wood and making it part of the Tabernacle. Col 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; It is crucial to remember that Bezaleel didn't build by his own wisdom. Exodus 35:31 says God filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge. We cannot build a Christ-like life through human willpower. As Paul says in Galatians 2:20, It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. The physical labor of the Christian life is actually us cooperating with the Holy Spirit. He is the Master Architect. We are the wise hearted workers who yield our lives to His design. Note that in Chapter 35, the very first thing mentioned before a single hammer is swung is the Sabbath.  In Exodus 31 the first set of instructions, the Sabbath was the conclusion. In the completing, in these final chapters 36-39, the Sabbath is the introduction. 

God was reminding them: Even though you are doing Holy Work for Me, you must not violate My Holy Rest to do it. Why did God spend four chapters repeating these things of building the Tabernacle again, and telling us again about the Sabbath? It was to show God’s forgiveness. The Golden Calf should have cancelled everything that God had planned, but it did not. The fact that the Tabernacle is built exactly as originally planned is proof that God’s grace is beyond even forgiveness. He didn't just forgive them; He still wanted to live with them. To emphasize exact obedience: Seven times in chapter 39, it says, as the Lord commanded Moses. After the disaster of the Golden Calf where they made up their own rules, Israel is now showing obedience. They were willing and not coerced. In the first set of instructions, it was a command. In this second set of instructions, we see the spirit of the people. They gave so much they had to be restrained (Ex 36:6). This is the cheerful giver that Paul talks about in 2 Corinthians 9. Today as Paul says in 1Corinthians 3:16, Know ye not that ye are the temple of God? The repetition of the Tabernacle construction reminds us that God is a God of detail in our own lives. He doesn't just give us a general idea of how to live; He has a specific pattern which is Christ. He is the pattern for our lives. 

Just as the Israelites had to follow the blueprint to have the Glory of God descend, we must behold His glory as we walk according to the Holy Spirit. The most beautiful part is that the Tabernacle was built by people whose hearts were stirred (Ex 35:21). The repetition is there to show that the greatest structure on earth was built not by slaves, but by a freely loving people. Looking through the lens of Paul’s Gospel, the Christian life is not a spectator’s sport. It is a partnership where God provides the Power and the Pattern. We are asked to provide the Yieldedness by walking in the Spirit. Paul takes these building materials by the Gospel and translates them into the practical holiness of our daily walk. The Boards and Sockets are the stability in the Truth. The boards stood upright because they were set in silver sockets. Silver represents redemption. In 1Corinthians 3:11, For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. This is our practical walk. The Boards stand upright because they are socketed in the redemption of Christ. Without the silver sockets, the boards fall in the sand. The Tabernacle had beautiful linen on the inside, but rougher skins on the outside. In Colossians 3:12–14, Paul tells us what curtains to hang in our lives, which are more characteristics of Christ: 

Put on therefore, as the elect of God... bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering... And above all these things put on charity (love). When we choose to yield to the Lord, we are weaving a curtain in our Tabernacle. To the world, our life might look like the rough skins on the outside, but inside, where we walk with God, it is filled with the fine twined linen of the Christ-like character. Bezaleel and Aholiab didn't build the Tabernacle alone either; they had wise-hearted people. This is what Paul describes in Ephesians 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth... maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. Our practical walk in this life is a joint in the larger Body of Christ. We aren't just building our own private tent; we are contributing to the global habitation of God. When we use our specific gift, whether it’s teaching, giving, or just helping, we are like the craftsman who made the golden taches (clips) that held the curtains together. Isn’t this magnificent. Nothing is too small. The tiny golden rings that held the bars of the Tabernacle were just as necessary as the Ark itself. We build so that when we are finished, the Presence of God has a place to rest in our hearts. 
As Paul says in 2 Cor 6:16: For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them. In Exodus, the beams of light on Moses’ face were a reflection of his nearness to God. In the New Testament, those beams are not just reflecting off us; they are radiating from within us. We don’t create the light; we allow the Holy Spirit to build the structure that holds it. 2 Tim 2:21, we are sanctifying ourselves, so that we are a vessel unto honor. We follow the Holy Spirit to build a life that can host God’s presence. When the Tabernacle was finished in Exodus 40, the Glory of the Lord filled the house. 

It didn’t matter how beautiful the gold was; without the Glory of the Lord, it was just a fancy tent. Paul said …. your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost. Jesus moved into our hearts, the moment we believed. What we do now is expand our lives for the Holy Spirit to manifest in every room of our lives. The light is not our job. A lampstand has no light of its own. It becomes a light when the fire is applied. The beams going out from our life, the love, the peace, the shining face are the Holy Spirit’s responsibility. We provide the vessel (the lampstand); He provides the flame. As the Lord finishes the construction of our character and we yield our members to Him, the Holy Spirit moves into our lives and ignites it. The beams that people see are not the result of our effort, but the natural radiance of the Christ who dwells within us. If we feel like our light is dim, we don't need to try harder to shine. We simply need fellowship with Christ, and the Holy Spirit will provide the oil in our lamp and trim the wicks by the sometimes-difficult circumstances of the trials. But it is to let the Flame do what fire naturally does; burn brighter and brighter. Just be the lampstand and let Him be the flame? These are the Beams of the Heart!
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