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Ex 6:1Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land. 2 And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD: 3 And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. The word JEHOVAH means the self-existent one or the eternal one. JEHOVAH all in caps always refers to God. The word JEHOVAH especially applies when it comes to redemption. For example JEHOVAH Jirah means He will see to it and Jehovah Nissi which means Jehovah my banner and then there is Jehovah Shalom which means the Lord my peace. There is such a connection between JEHOVAH and redemption. This is a resting-place for the heart of every Christian. No matter how much the Enemy may roar and rage against us, he is unable to hinder the Almighty God JEHOVAH. There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against the Lord says Prov. 25:30. The Lord encourages Moses’ heart as God Said, With a strong hand shall he (Pharaoh) let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of the land. There were no “ifs” about it. 

This was absolutely certain, because God had eternally decreed it. This is the same assurance God gives us today. Isa. 55:11 So shall My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth. It shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. Note, the Lord pointed Moses forward to the goal when He said, now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh. There was alot more that was going to happen in between. We can also see much for us in this. We defeat ourselves by being occupied with the difficulties that we face. God has made known to us the triumphant outcome of good over evil, and instead of being harassed by the fiery darts which the Evil One now hurls against us, we must rest on the assuring promise that the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly (Rom. 16:20).
Ex 6:4 And I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. This is the next encouragement which the Lord gave Moses. He reminds him how that He had established His covenant with the patriarchs, to whom He had pledged Himself to give them the land of Canaan. 

It was impossible for the Egyptians to continue to hold the Israelites as slaves. God established a covenant and it must be fulfilled, for that covenant was an unconditional one. This should encourage our hearts in the midst of our trials. God, says in Isa 55:3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. Note how the Apostle Paul quotes from this same verse in his sermon at Antioch in Acts 13:34. We are the saints of this dispensation or this age who are related to God by covenant bonds. We read in Hebrews 13:20 of the blood of the everlasting covenant. Before time began the Father entered into a covenant, and that covenant was sealed by blood. And just as the covenant that God made with Abraham guaranteed a heritage. Ex 6:8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD. So the covenant which the Father made with His Son Jesus has an inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us (1 Pet. 1:4). May our faith lay hold of it that even now so that we will live in the enjoyment of it.
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Ex 6:5 And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant. This is such a wonderful part because God doesn’t just look down on us as to how mistreated we are and how mistreated Israel was, God looked down and remembered His covenant. He remembered His word. God will always honor His word. We are not tried beyond endurance, the Lord has heard our groanings; every tear has been recorded in His book (Ps. 56:8); and what is more, He understands what is going on, and is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. (Heb. 4:15). It may be a mystery to us why God permits our “groanings,” but God hears them! Ex 6:6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and (1) I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and (2) I will rid you out of their bondage, and (3) 1 will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments: Ex 6:7 And (4) I will take you to Me for a people, and (5) I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. Ex 6:8 And (6) I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and (7) I will give it you for an heritage: I am the Lord. 

The heritage was the goal that God was working toward inn V8. All this was done in order that they might enjoy that which He had promised to their fathers. This has not been completely fulfilled. It is in the Millennium that Israel shall enter fully into their covenanted portion. Also, the full enjoyment of our heritage is future. We have the earnest of our inheritance in Eph 1:14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. Soon we shall we have our portion too. Note this is a gift. It is not by works of merit, but solely by sovereign grace. What is contained in these verses grow out of the covenant which the Lord made with Abraham, and confirmed to Isaac and Jacob. Note the Lord makes seven promises, starting with the declaration “I will.” God put all of the responsibility of this upon Himself and that is the wonder of this grace covenant. Note he starts V6 and finished V8 with I am the Lord. God would have them fix their eyes on Himself as the Almighty One, before He says a single ‘I will.’ Then, at the close of V8, He would still have them keep their eye on the fact that it is He, the Almighty, who speaks. 

What this means to us is every doubt and difficulty would vanish if faith grasped the fact that it is ‘I am’ who has pledged His word. Faith remembers with calm and unmoved peace, in spite of circumstances. Scripture tells us, With God all things are possible. Ex 6:9 And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel: but they hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage. Sometimes people get so down with their circumstances and difficulties that they find it hard to hear this wonderful positive voice of promise that God gives. God didn’t just come down and smack them and say you don’t believe then I’ll just leave you here. But Israel here was unable to value the precious promises of God. While they are in bondage to sin and Satan, even the promises of God fail to bring them any relief. Relief never comes until the shed blood of the lamb is applied! It was so with Israel; it is equally true with men today. Ex 6:10 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 11 Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let the children of Israel go out of his land. 12 And Moses spake before the LORD, saying, Behold, the children of Israel have not hearkened unto me; how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips? 

Page 3
13 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. From V14 – 26 are the genealogies of the Hebrews which we will not go through.
Exodus 7: This chapter begins the second division of the book of Exodus. The first six chapters are concerned with the person of the deliverer, Moses. Then the next six chapters are an account of the work of redemption. There is a change in Moses in this chapter. Moses is not timid, hesitant and discouraged. The power of the Lord is displayed in every scene. The conflict from this point onwards was one not of words but of deeds. It is now an open war between the Almighty God and the Egyptians. This shows us the great conflict between good and evil. The Egyptians held the whip in their hand. The Hebrews groaned under unbearable oppression. The leading characters are Moses of God, and Pharaoh as the representative and messenger of Satan. The king Pharaoh takes delight in persecuting the Lord’s people, and openly defies God Himself. The kingdom of Pharaoh was shaken again and again, as has the kingdom of Satan been during the course of the ages. 

These displays were evident in the Flood, the destruction of the Canaanites the Advent of the Son of God, the day of Pentecost, the Reformation, and the list goes on. We will notice how the power and the withdrawal of God’s judgments only harden Pharaoh’s heart. Ex 7:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. In Exodus 6, Moses’ complaint before the Lord, was I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me? God said, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh. This means he was acting in God’s place. Moses was to rule over Egypt’s proud king, commanding him what he should do, controlling him when he did wrong, and punishing him for his disobedience. Pharaoh had to ask him to remove the plagues. 2 Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the children of Israel out of his land. Note: Moses was not free to speak words and communicate to Aaron by words which he thought were advisable to Pharaoh, but he was to speak all that had been commanded him. Paul said it this way in 2 Tim. 4:2 “preach the Word.” And he said in 2Ti 1:13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 

We have also been warned in 1Ti 6:3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings. If you really think about it, how few, how very few there are, who faithfully declare the whole counsel of God. Ex 7:3 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt. Notice once again, God doesn’t just sovereignly come down and harden Pharaoh’s heart any more than anyone else. It is a decision that men make. When God’s word goes forth, there has to be a response or a reaction to it. We cannot remain neutral when God’s word is concerned. So Pharaoh did not remain neutral at all, he made a decision, but he made a wrong choice. So God says I will harden him. God brought His word to him and he rejected it. Ex 7:4 But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. God told Moses exactly what Pharaoh would do. God knows the end from the beginning. Notice also that God is already calling Israel an army. They aren’t trained with weapons. 
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They don’t have anything but they are still the army of God. God is training them down here in Egypt and He is yet to lead them into the land of Canaan. Ex 7:5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among them. 6 And Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded them, so did they. Ex 7:8 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 9 When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for you: then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent. 10 And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a serpent. The reason why Pharaoh asked Moses and Aaron to perform a miracle was to test them and prove whether or not the God of the Hebrews had really sent them. Ex 7:11 Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. They did these things by the power of Satan. Satan can counterfeit God to a point. We must judge by the Word of God. 

This is the imitation, but in V 12 we see God is Greater, for it tells us of that greater power that Christ has over Satan. 12 For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. It reminds me that wherever Christ’s truth is preached, like Aaron’s rod, it swallows up all the serpents of sin. Let the name of Jesus Christ be proclaimed, and there is no lie of any man which the cross cannot overcome. Let Aaron’s rod swallow up all other rods; and let love and faith in Jesus Christ be the master passion of our soul. We see Jesus hanging on the cross as He swallowed every sin we have ever committed. It was Jesus on that  rod of the cross that swallowed all my sin. He was cast down for me and you that we would have eternal life. Aaron’s rod has swallowed up these rods of the magicians, and the mad sinner is sitting, a repentant at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind. It was by God’s grace that even the world’s best magicians may throw down all their rods; and every rod may be as cunning and as poisonous as a serpent, but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. The sweet attractions of the cross will woo and win this man’s heart. Then there are our old sins and the devil comes to                 threw them down before us, again and they turned to serpents. 

But the cross of Jesus, like Aaron’s rod, destroys them all. Faith in Christ makes short work of all our sins, for it is written, “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. Our sin is as far as the East is from the West never to be remembered no more.  Then the devil stirs up another generation of vipers, and shows us our inbred corruptions, our neglects of duty, our slackness in prayer, our unbelief’s, our backslidings, our wanderings of heart; and sometimes you and I get so tormented by these reptiles, that we grow alarmed, and are inclined to run. Do not run, brother, but throw down Aaron's rod, and it will swallow up all these serpents, even though they were poisonous as the cobra, fierce as the rattlesnake, or huge as the python. You shall overcome through the blood of the Lamb. Then Note: It is also very significant that the second sign of the restoring of the leprous hand which Moses did before the Israelites, was not performed before Pharaoh. The reason for this is the people of God, not the men of the world, are the only ones that are revealed the secret deliverance from the defilement of sin. How was it possible for these Egyptian sorcerers to perform miracles? It was by the power of the Devil. Simply this is the great conflict between good and evil. 
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Pharaoh acts throughout as the representative of Satan, and the fact that he was able to summon magicians who could work such things only serves to illustrate the powers which the Devil has at his disposal. It is foolish to underestimate the strength of our Enemy. The power of Moses which was God was superior to the Egyptian sorceries. Ex 7:13 And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said. 14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he refuseth to let the people go. 15 Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goeth out unto the water; and thou shalt stand by the river's brink against he come; and the rod which was turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thine hand. Ex 7:16 And thou shalt say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness: and, behold, hitherto thou wouldest not hear. We will now see the Plagues of Egypt and there were ten in number. First, they gave a public manifestation of the mighty power of the Lord God. Second, they were a Divine visitation of wrath, a punishment of Pharaoh and the Egyptians for their cruel treatment of the Hebrews. Third, They were a judgment from God upon the gods (demons) of Egypt. 

This is taught in Numbers 33:4. Fourth, they demonstrated that God was high above all gods. Fifth, They furnished a complete testing of human responsibility. This is indicated by the number ten. The number Ten is responsibility according to ability. Sixth, They were a solemn warning to other nations, that God would curse those who curse the Israelites (Gen. 12:3). These plagues were also designed as a series of testing’s for Israel. This is taught in Deuteronomy 4:33, 34, where Moses asked Israel, Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live? Or hath God assayed to go and take Him a nation from the midst of another nation, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by stretched out arms, and by great terrors, according to all that the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? The outcome of these testings was expressed in Ex 15:11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? It was God and all of His grace. Ex 7:17 Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that I am the LORD: behold, I will smite with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall be turned to blood. 

The turning of the Nile into blood is a direct attack on Egypt’s reliance on the Nile for sustenance and a demonstration of God’s power over all creation. God created and sustains it. This plague serves as a reminder that God is the ultimate source of life and power, not the gods of Egypt.
Egyptians looked upon the Nile as the primary source of their existence. We do not know why Pharaoh was at the Nile that morning. Maybe he was there for some ritual. It was said of the Nile; all know that Egypt is the Nile, and the Nile is Egypt. The Egyptians saw the Nile as the source of all their prosperity; and of all the richness of their soil and their growing capacities and, in fact, they even thought the Nile was divine. And so the plagues begin with the Nile, and we see the Lord striking at the very heart of Egypt’s existence. This also tells us how God still confronts things in our lives today, challenging us to examine what we prioritize. It also causes us to recognize God’s sovereignty in all areas of life and the consequences of resisting His will. God corrects along the journey of life. Note, Israel was being liberated by God in order to worship, but we are also told that in this particular sign God says, You shall know that I am the Lord. God wants His own people to know that He is the Lord. Remember the last time that Moses met with Israel, they didn't believe Moses. This is to say, they didn't believe what God had said to Moses. 
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They didn't believe what God had promised. It was important for the children of Israel to know that God was the Lord. And so one of God's purposes in the Exodus is that His own people would know that He is the Lord. Not only so but all people everywhere. Ro 14:11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 18 And the fish that is in the river shall die, and the river shall stink; and the Egyptians shall lothe to drink of the water of the river. Ex 7:19 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that they may become blood; and that there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels of stone. Ex 7:20 And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. 

21 And the fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. Ex 7:22 And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said. What a crazy thing for these Egyptians, here they had all the misery of the blood already and everything else stinking and they went out just to prove a point they went out and did the same thing. The waters of the Nile were turned into blood which is the symbol of death. The significance of these plagues is very striking. They furnish a complete description of the world-system which Egypt accurately portrayed. The water turned into blood tells of how death broods over this scene. Note also, God will give warning at the beginning of the Great Tribulation, for then shall the moon become as blood (Rev. 6:12). 
The symbolic significance of this first plague is this. Water is the emblem of the Word (John 15:3; Ephesians 5:26), and the water turned to blood reminds us that the Word is a savor of death unto death (2 Cor. 2:16) as well as of life unto life. In John 1:17 it says, the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

All that the Law can do to its guilty transgressor is to sentence him to death, and this is what the Water turned into blood symbolized. But by the incarnate Word who is Jesus Christ, the believing sinner is made to rejoice. Ex 7:23 And Pharaoh turned and went into his house, neither did he set his heart to this also. 24 And all the Egyptians digged round about the river for water to drink; for they could not drink of the water of the river. 25 And seven days were fulfilled, after that the LORD had smitten the river. The magicians should have turned the bloody river clean again. They didn’t because it seems that Satan cannot perform a constructive, cleansing miracle. He can bring supernatural destruction, but not goodness. All they did was make more bloody water! The second plague is described in Exodus 8:1-7. An interval of seven days from V7:25 separated this second plague from the first. Full opportunity was given to Pharaoh to repent, before God acted in judgment again. In view of the fact that the Flood commenced on the seventh day (see Genesis 7:10), that is, the holy Sabbath, the conclusion is highly probable that each of these first two plagues were sent upon Egypt on the Sabbath day, as a Divine judgment for the Egyptians’ desecration of it.
