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Terrible judgments, known as the Ten Plagues of Egypt came upon Pharaoh and upon his land. First, the waters of the Nile were turned into blood (7:14-25). Second, frogs covered the land and entered the homes of the Egyptians (8:1-5). Third, lice was made to attack their persons (8:16-19). Fourth, swarms of flies invaded the houses of the Egyptians and covered the ground (8:20-24). Fifth, a grievous disease smote the cattle (9:1-7). Sixth, boils and sores were sent on man and beast (9:8-12). Seventh, thunder and hail came down and killed cattle (9:18-35). Eighth, locusts consumed all vegetation (10:1-20). Ninth, thick darkness, spread over the land for three days (10:21-29). Tenth, the firstborn of man and beast were slain (11,12). The summary of these plagues is found in Psalm 78 as well. Ex 8:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2 And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with frogs: 3 And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneading troughs: 

4 And the frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. 5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt.
6 And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. 7 And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. How stupid they have all these frogs running around and these magicians get a few more frogs running around out there just to prove a point that they could do the same thing as God. The second plague is described in Exodus 8:1-7. Remember an interval of seven days (7:25) separated this second plague from the first. Full opportunity was given to Pharaoh to repent, before God acted in judgment again. Remember the fact that the Noah’s Flood started on the seventh day (Genesis 7:10). That is, the holy Sabbath, it is possible that each of these first two plagues were sent upon Egypt on the Sabbath day, as a Divine judgment for the Egyptians’ violation of the Sabbath. Who is our Sabbath? Jesus Christ! He is our seventh day of rest!

This second plague was directed against the idolatry of the Egyptians. The river Nile was sacred in their eyes, so God turned its waters into blood. The frog was an object of worship among the Egyptians, so God now caused Egypt to be plagued with frogs. Their ugly shape, their croaking noise, and their disagreeable smell, made these frogs obnoxious. Their great numbers marked the severity of this judgment. An escape from this was impossible, for the frogs not only covered the land of Egypt but they invaded the homes of the Egyptians, entered their bed-chambers, and defiled their cooking-utensils. The moral significance of these frogs is explained for us in Re 16:13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. This is the only mention of these frogs in the New Testament. Frogs are used to symbolize the Powers of evil and stand for uncleanness. The turning of the waters into blood was a solemn reminder of the “wages of sin”. The issuing forth of the frogs brought forth the character of the Devil’s works. It shows uncleanness. V7 And the magicians did so with their enchantments and brought forth frogs upon the land of Egypt. 
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The magicians were unable to remove the frogs, nor could they build any barriers against their invasion. All they could do was to bring forth more frogs. It is the same with the Satan. He is unable to exterminate the evil which he has brought into God’s creation, and he cannot stop its progress. All he can do is multiply wickedness. Ex 8:8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Intreat the LORD, that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may do sacrifice unto the LORD. 9 And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: when shall I intreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, to destroy the frogs from thee and thy houses, that they may remain in the river only? 10 And he said, Tomorrow. And he said, Be it according to thy word: that thou mayest know that there is none like unto the LORD our God. 11 And the frogs shall depart from thee, and from thy houses, and from thy servants, and from thy people; they shall remain in the river only. 12 And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: and Moses cried unto the LORD because of the frogs which he had brought against Pharaoh. 13 And the LORD did according to the word of Moses; and the frogs died out of the houses, out of the villages, and out of the fields. 

14 And they gathered them together upon heaps: and the land stank. 15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said. Note V8 Pharaoh said intreat the Lord. As a prophet of God, Moses stood in the place of God before Pharaoh, and Pharaoh made his request to God through Moses. That word intreat means intercede. Even when Pharaoh’s request was granted, but his heart did not change. He hardened his heart. Pharaoh did just as God said he would. Pharaoh told Moses that if he removed these frogs then Pharaoh would let the people go. When Pharaoh did not keep the promise the first time, it became easier and easier to do the same again and again. Pharaoh increased his guilt. His vows heaped up his transgressions. He forgot his promises; but God did not. They were laid up in store against him so to speak. For Pharaoh, it is the story of a strong will, making itself stupid, until the condition was utterly beyond hope of remedy, God gave him opportunity to use that strong will to surrender, but he would not. The third plague is described in Exodus 8:16-19. Ex 8:16 And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt.

18 And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast. 19 Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said. They finally admit that God has got us beat. This was the finger of God. This judgment from the dust of the ground suddenly sprang into life, assuming the most disgusting and annoying form. This was aimed more directly at the Egyptians. Their bodies covered with lice, was a rebuke to their pride. Then the magicians did the same with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not (8:18). What a small thing the Lord used to bring confusion upon these magicians! As soon as God restrained them, they were helpless. Turn water into blood, and bring forth frogs, they might do, by God’s permission; but when He withheld permission, they were powerless. The same with Satan himself. His boundaries are definitely given by God, and beyond them he cannot do one thing. He can inflict Death (by God’s permission), and he can bring forth uncleanness freely. This was illustrated by the magicians in the first two plagues; but with the Curse (which the dust becoming lice so plainly speaks of) he is not allowed to tamper with. Note the admission of the magicians. This was the finger of God.
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History says that the Egyptians cleanliness so meticulous. It is said that they used to shave their heads and bodies every third day, for fear of having insects. These lice would humble their pride and their self-glory, and make themselves objects of dislike and disgust. Here is the key to the lice. Aaron smote the dust of the land and it became lice on man and beast (8:16). In the judgment which God pronounced upon disobedient Adam we read that He said, Cursed is the ground for thy sake (Gen. 3:17), and again, for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return (Gen. 3:19). When Aaron smote the ground, and the dust became lice, and came upon the Egyptians, it showed-forth the awful fact that man by nature is under the curse of a holy God. The magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God (8:19). These are their last recorded words. In the end they had to acknowledge the hand of God. So will it be in the last Great Day with the Devil himself, and with all his hosts and victims. They, too, will have to bow before the Lord, and publicly confess the authority of God. Note the similarities between this third plague and what is recorded in the eighth chapter of John’s Gospel. There we find a similar contest between the Lord and His enemies. 

The Scribes and the Pharisees, were using the woman taken in adultery as their bait. They tried to trap the Lord Jesus. His only response was to stoop down and write on the ground. Then after saying to them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. Then, again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. It says, they which heard, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one and Jesus was left alone, and the woman stood in the midst. What was this but the enemy of the Lord acknowledging that it was the finger of God as He wrote in the dust! God will prove His existence by the judgments that will happen in the end time during the great tribulation. He will prove to the nations who He is and how great that He is.  We see part of that now. Think of all the wonders that going in the world today. There are earthquakes in places that there were never earthquakes before. Tornados and different things that are happening that are really terrible. The next plague is described in Ex 8:20-32. Ex 8:20 And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh; lo, he cometh forth to the water; and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 

21 Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses: and the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground whereon they are. 22 And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth. Notice V22, when Israel turns to the Lord, God protects them. Ex 8:23 And I will put a division between my people and thy people: tomorrow shall this sign be. No flies in Goshen, let the scientist explain this one.
Ex 8:24 And the LORD did so; and there came a grievous swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and into his servants' houses, and into all the land of Egypt: the land was corrupted by reason of the swarm of flies. 25 And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land. 26 And Moses said, It is not meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our God: lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone us? 27 We will go three days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the LORD our God, as he shall command us.
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28 And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far away: intreat for me. 29 And Moses said, Behold, I go out from thee, and I will intreat the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people, tomorrow: but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD. 30 And Moses went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the LORD. 31 And the LORD did according to the word of Moses; and he removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; there remained not one. 32 And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let the people go. This fourth plague of flies begins a new series because God now made a division between His own people and the Egyptians. The Israelites too had suffered from the first three judgments, for they were also under the curse of sin. But now the Lord was about to destroy the property of the Egyptians, He spared the Israelites. Note also, that the words “of flies” in the Bible they are in italics. Then the word swarms is the Hebrew word that signifies, mixture. 

It is similar to the term mixed multitude in Exodus 12:38. Apparently these swarms were made up of not only flies, but a variety of insects. As we are told in Psalms 78:45, He sent divers sorts of flies. This verse in Psalm 78 informs us of the devastating effects. Ps 78:45 He sent divers sorts of flies among them, which devoured them; and frogs, which destroyed them. This was worse than the plague of lice. The lice annoyed, but the divers sorts of flies preyed upon their flesh. The deeper meaning of this plague is from the nature of its effects, and also from the fact that the Israelites were exempted from it. This judgment had to do with the tormenting of the bodies of the Egyptians. This looks forward to the eternal judgment of the ones that reject Christ. Their bodies shall be tormented forever and ever in the Lake of fire and brimstone. In this the people of God will have no part. The fifth plague is described in Exodus 9:1-7. Ex 9:1Then the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2 For if thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them still.

3 Behold, the hand of the LORD is upon thy cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep: there shall be a very grievous murrain. 4 And the LORD shall sever between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt: and there shall nothing die of all that is the children's of Israel. 5 And the LORD appointed a set time, saying, Tomorrow the LORD shall do this thing in the land. 6 And the LORD did that thing on the morrow, and all the cattle of Egypt died: but of the cattle of the children of Israel died not one. 7 And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not one of the cattle of the Israelites dead. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. This judgment was directed against the possessions of the Egyptians. A disease smote their herds so that all the cattle of Egypt died. But once more God spared His own people. Of the cattle of the children of Israel died not one (9:6). This was a demonstration of the absolute rulership of God. He completely controls every creature He has made. Disease strikes only when and where He has decreed. The herds of the Egyptians might be dying all around them, but the cattle of Israel were as secure as though there had been no epidemic at all. The spiritual meaning and application of this judgment is the cattle are man’s servants. He harnesses them to do the hardest portion of his work. 
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The destruction of all the horses, asses, camels, oxen and sheep of the Egyptians tells us that God will not accept the labors of the unregenerate or unsaved. The plowing of the wicked is sin (Prov. 21:4). This world and all its works will yet be destroyed as completely as were the beasts of Egypt. The sparing of the cattle of the Israelites suggests that the works of the new nature in the believer will abide. 1Co 3:14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. It is the new man, the new nature that God accepts. The sixth plague of the boils is recorded in Exodus 9:8-12. Ex 9:8 And the LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 9 And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt. 10 And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast. 11 And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 12 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken unto Moses. Like the third plague, this one was sent without any warning. Moses was instructed to take handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and sprinkle it toward heaven in the sight of Pharaoh (9:8). Note; there was a furnace and Pharaoh was near it. 

History says this furnace could have been one of the altars on which human sacrifices were sometimes offered to their god Typhon (he was the evil Principle). History says that these sacrifices might have been offered to try to stop the plagues, and Moses, using the ashes in the same way had produced another plague, instead of stopping it. Just as the previous plague signified the worthlessness of all the works of the natural man, so this teaches the utter vanity of his religious exercises. This is judgment against religiousness. Ex 9:13 And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 14 For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15 For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth. 16 And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth. 17 As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people, that thou wilt not let them go? The 7th plague is described in Exodus 9:18-35. Ex 9:18 Behold, tomorrow about this time, I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now. 

19 Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field; for upon every man and beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be brought home, the hail shall come down upon them, and they shall die. 20 He that feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses: Those that feared the Word of the Lord obeyed. The reward of their faith was the survival of their cattle and servants. Their obedience involved taking a definite stand. They chose to believe God instead of Egypt’s gods. Even in the country of Egypt, God's Word did not return void or empty. 21 And he that regarded not the word of the LORD left his servants and his cattle in the field. 22 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward heaven, that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 
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23 And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24 So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 25 And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail. 27 And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. 28 Intreat the LORD (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings and hail; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer. 29 And Moses said unto him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my hands unto the LORD; and the thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any more hail; that thou mayest know how that the earth is the LORD'S. 30 But as for thee and thy servants, I know that ye will not yet fear the LORD God. 31 And the flax and the barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled. 32 But the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for they were not grown up. 

33 And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands unto the LORD: and the thunders and hail ceased, and the rain was not poured upon the earth. 34 And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35 And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go; as the LORD had spoken by Moses. This is the beginning of a third series. The three plagues that follow point to heaven as their place of origin. Here too the rod, which in the last three, had not been seen until now. It  appears again. The last three plagues brought out, the state of the natural man; the swarms of flies breeding from filthiness; the murrian (disease) of the cattle and the boils on man. These tell us of impurities within, which, through the corruption of sin breaks out in moral diseases. It reminds us of the awful picture of the sinner described in Isaiah 1:6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head, there is no soundness in it; but wounds and bruises, and putrefying sores. The severity of this plague is by a very significant hail storm (9:18). 

It was such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now. The hail was accompanied by an electric storm of fierce intensity, so that the fire ran along upon the ground. The hail struck throughout all the land of Egypt and all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail struck every herb of the field and brake every tree of the field. This judgment was expressive of the wrath of a holy and sin-hating God. Similar expressions of His anger will be witnessed during the Great Tribulation. Note: Re 8:7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. Re 16:21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great. What spiritual lessons do we learn by the plagues of Egypt. The plagues are a powerful demonstration of God's supremacy over all things, including nature, human rulers like Pharaoh, or any leaders in this world. The exodus from Egypt became a foundational event in the Israelites history and a testament to God's faithfulness to his covenant with Israel. This shows us Christians how God will deliver us from this world and the devil. 
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The plagues demonstrated God's ability to act on behalf of all His people, which includes us of how His protecting hand is upon us. No matter what happens around us, God will have the final word. There is something hidden in judgment that sometimes we can easily forget. God often uses judgment as the key that unlocks the door for Him to show mercy. God brings judgment in the hopes that it will lead people to repentance, giving them the opportunity for God to show His mercy. Think of all the times he could have judged us according to our sin and wiped us out, especially before we were saved and even after. Yet he didn’t and instead God decided to extend mercy. God did this so that we were able to see and experience the true grace of God. It is His grace, even in judgment, that leads to repentance. Each person has a responsibility to what they will do with the word of God. This was true with those in Egypt, and this remains true today. In this instance, those who feared the word of the Lord and listened were spared, those who didn’t were killed but each person had to make their own choice.


