Galatians 1 March 26, 2026 And Introduction
The truth found in this book is fundamental to genuine spiritual growth; yet many of God’s people never come to a realization of the truth contained herein. Joshua chapter four sets forth, in spiritual type, the truth of our death and resurrection with Jesus Christ. To be free of legal bondage we must understand that Jesus’ death was our death; His grave was our grave; His resurrection was our resurrection; and His life is our life. We stand before God on the merits of
Calvary, not on the merits of our law-keeping, and not by the merits of personal or religious works. It was under the ministry of Paul and Timothy that the Galatians heard and believed the Gospel. Ac 16:6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia. Paul and Timothy went there. We know that the law was given to the Jews in Ro 3:2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. It was given that sin might appear to be sin. It was to manifest sin for what it truly is, a transgression against God’s righteous character.
The law was given to show the spotlight on sin. Ro 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. 

But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: Ga 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. It is by grace alone that we are saved.  Grace alone. Ga 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. Much of Christendom is taught a message of legality, and the results of such a message is told to us in Exodus 19:9,12,16. It brings fear, bondage, and separation from God. It puts them in Bondage. Ex 19:9 And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee forever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the LORD. Ex 19:12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death: 

Ex 19:16 And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. Paul points out that the bounds and thunders of Exodus 19 were intended to show humanity their inability to reach God on their own. Legality in the church today often fails because it tries to use the Law as a ladder to heaven, when Paul says its job was to show us our need. Romans 3:20: For by the works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. Galatians 3:24: Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. Again, legality puts people in bondage. Paul uses the allegory of Hagar and Sarah to explain this. He likens the Law given at Sinai to Hagar, who births children into slavery, whereas the New Covenant births children into freedom. Galatians 4:24-25: For these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage... and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. Romans 8:15: For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

In one of Paul’s most striking comparisons, Paul refers to the events cited in Exodus which was the glory on the mountain that made the people tremble as a ministry of death. Paul tells us that if the message that brings death and condemnation was glorious, the message of righteousness and the Spirit is much more so. 2 Corinthians 3:6-7: ...for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious... how shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? Paul also warned the Colossians that humans are naturally drawn to legalism because it gives a show of wisdom and makes us feel like we are in control of our own righteousness. However, Paul notes that these rules have no power to actually change the heart. Colossians 2:20-23: If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations. These have an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and self-denial, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh. Paul’s ultimate plea to the church is found in Galatians 5:1: Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

I mentioned Joshua chapter four and the spiritual significance of this chapter is: The stones were taken from the Jordan River by the twelve men representing the twelve tribes of Israel which speak of us coming forth out of death in newness of life with Christ. These stones were made into a pillar as a lasting memorial that we live constantly by the resurrection life of Christ. The stones which were put in their place by Joshua tell of Christ taking our old man down into death at the Cross. It was Joshua (figurative of Christ) who by himself accomplished this work of death for us. We did not, nor do not feel our death, but we do feel and experience our new life. These 12 stones represented the 12 tribes of Israel and it represents us coming up out of death. We came out of the middle of Jordan. We came out of the middle of death. We were dead in trespasses and sins. We were just old dead stones, but He has made us living stones we find in Peter. It figures us coming out of death as a new creation. We don’t feel that death in any way. We simply see that we are risen with Christ and alive for ever more. We find that the children of Israel took these stones out of the midst of the Jordan and made a memorial of these stones. 

To understand what it means to come out of Jordan, we have to look at Jordan not just as a river, but as a boundary of judgment and death that stands between the Wilderness (the life of the flesh/legality) and the Promised Land (the life of the Spirit/Rest). The Jordan River represents death. Its name in Hebrew literally means the descender or to go down. It flows into the Dead Sea, the lowest point on earth. While the Red Sea represented our deliverance from the world (Egypt), the Jordan represents our deliverance from the self (the Old Man). To come out of Jordan is to emerge from the waters of judgment as a brand-new creation. Our co-crucifixion and co-resurrection is explained by the Stones Left in the Midst: These represent our Old Man buried in the place of death. Paul says in Romans 6:6: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed. It is also explained by the Stones Taken Out: These represent our New Man raised to life. Because Joshua (Jesus) stood in the middle of the river holding back the waters of judgment, the  stones which are (us) could be brought out onto the other side. So when God brings us out of death, we are alive forever more. This means when we live by the resurrection power of Christ and that is what these stones represent. These stones came out on the resurrection side of the Jordan. When we live by the resurrection power of Christ, we become a memorial of the triumph of Christ. 

When people see our overcoming life, or those resurrection stones in our lives, then they know of the power of Christ. Paul said it is not I, that live but Christ liveth in me; it is the hope of glory. We can become the living testimony of what the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ means to our lives. That is what this memorial is all about. Joshua typical of Christ, and at this time He takes on the typical aspect of Christ as the priest. Jos 4:9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day. The priest did not have anything to do with these stones. The other stones they carried them out and that tells us that we experienced life out of death. But Joshua put these other stones in their places meaning we had no part in our death with Christ except to believe it. Joshua did all of the work. Jesus did all of the work. He did everything for us, all the death, condemnation and everything for us. Those stones that Joshua set up are still down there in the bottom of the River Jordan. It means that the old man is gone forever. We are as Paul said in Ro 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 

The old man went down into death and he didn’t come up, we came up the new man, the new creation in Christ Jesus that lives forever more. The old nature as far as God is concerned is gone forever. Jos 4:18 And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD were come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did before.  Also the waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did before. This tells us that death is still a reality for unbelievers even though Jesus bore the judgment for every sinner in this world. But if men do not accept Christ, they will bare their own condemnation. That condemnation is separation from God in the Lake of Fire. We are the living testimony of the resurrection life of Christ. And Paul summed it up in Ga 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

Jos 4:20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal. 21 And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones? The natural man cannot add anything to God’s plan of redemption. Why did God provide such a salvation? I Corinthians 1:29,31That no flesh should glory in His presence. It is not what we’ve done. It is what He has done on the cross of Calvary. We needed a Savior. Ro 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
1Co 1:29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:  31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. Ga 1:1 Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;) Paul’s calling was from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Christ of resurrection not Jesus the Man.
Ga 1:2 And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia: He wants the Galatians to know that while his authority is from God, his message is affirmed by other faithful brothers. Ga 1:3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: We can now enter into the Holy of Holies into the very presence with God. We are now sons of God. Jesus bought us and paid the price on the cross at Calvary. It was the will of God and love that motivated Jesus. For God is love. 

He always does those things of His Father. Ga 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: The word soon tells us about these saints’ spiritual maturity. They were babes, immature, not rooted in Truth. They were carnal tossed to and fro. We have been called into the grace of God. When saints remove themselves from the message of grace unto a message of law, they are actually removing themselves from the Lord’s fellowship. Ga 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: They begin believe another gospel contrary to Christ. The effect that the law has on the saints is it troubles them. But the effect of the message of the grace of God is it builds us up, and to gives us an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. Ac 20:32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. Ga 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 

8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. They were perverting the Gospel, which means, to keep it from its purpose, to change it from that which it truly is. It is a message of unmerited favor. Paul preached this Gospel of grace, and declares that any other message brings trouble instead of blessing and is a perversion of his Gospel. They that would do this are false brethren, liberty-spies, or slave-makers. God does not take it lightly when man preaches a message that nullifies or lessens the power of the death of Christ. He repeats this twice, so it is very very important. Ga 1:8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. The message of the grace of God, was given to Paul by the Lord Jesus Christ. Ga 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. This another thing about the law. 

The law is not interested in what God says. The law is interested in what men think. The law is interested in how they can impress man. This what the Jews of Jesus time were always doing. Their mind was not to please God. Their mind was to be impressed by men. They wanted to look good in the eyes of men. That is what the law will do. It concentrates on the outward appearance. The law can never get down to the heart of the matter. If it does, death is the only result of that. The law in the final analysis can only kill. The law can never give life. Paul said, if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. Paul knew that by experience because he had been the world’s greatest law keeper. Paul probably came as close to keeping law as any man could. And yet when it was all said and done, he said I am the chief of sinners. The reason he said that was because he did not see his need of Christ. That was because of the law. Paul said, if I yet pleased men. Paul knew this was the whole attitude of the law is to please men by outward appearance. If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. He is telling us you can’t have it both ways. They are contradictory and it will not work. Some are really confused by that because it was God who gave the law in the first place. But what men fail to realize is that nowhere in scripture do we ever read that the law was given to make men righteous. 

The reason the law was given was to show up sin exceeding sinful and it did its job well. Paul goes on to say here in Galatians that the law was a school master given by God just to point us to Christ. Once we have been introduced to Christ, then we don’t need the law anymore. School is out. Ga 1:11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. Here is where Paul wanted them to understand that the message that he was preaching did not come from men and all of the lawyers that they had of that day. Paul had to learn something new and this is what happened. God really made a pioneer out of Saul of Tarsus because this was something contradictory and foreign to him. This message defied everything that Saul of Tarsus knew. Ga 1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. Paul’s biggest hurdle wasn't just teaching the Gospel; it was unlearning a lifetime of Pharisaical training. The Law was never a ladder to heaven; it was a mirror to show the dirt. Paul uses the Greek word translated as schoolmaster or tutor. In Roman times, a tutor or schoolmaster wasn’t the actual teacher; he was the strict servant who walked the child to school and kept him out of trouble until he reached maturity. 

Paul’s point is that once the student (the believer) meets the Teacher (Christ), the escort is no longer necessary. While Paul was traveling, a group often called Judaizers followed him. They were likely lawyers or high-ranking religious men from Jerusalem who argued that Paul was a rogue agent with no official backing. At that time Gentiles could follow Christ, but only if they first became Jews (circumcision, dietary laws). Reference: Acts 15:1 describes this perfectly: And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. Though we are taught by teachers, we receive the knowledge of the Word of God by revelation. Ga 1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. That is the only way we can learn this message today. It is by revelation. It does not matter how good a teacher is. The only way people will ever understand the Gospel of divine grace is by revelation. It is true that God uses teachers but still God has to bring the lights on in our hearts by revealing it to us. God is the one that has to reveal the teaching of divine grace. That is why we can give out messages but we must see the light of divine grace. 

The grace message is not a creed, or some compliment of philosophy, or mind logic. Divine grace is a person. It’s the revelation of Jesus Christ. When we learn Christ, we learn grace. Ga 1:13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: Paul persecuted the church with his zeal in legality. The Jews religion was the law. Saul of Tarsus was steeped in law.  After Paul’s Damascus Road experience, he didn't go to an Apostle School. Instead, he went into the Arabian desert for three years (Galatians 1:17-18). Imagine Saul of Tarsus who was the Pharisee of Pharisees sitting in the desert with his Hebrew Scriptures, realizing that every sacrifice and every law he had ever obsessed over was actually pointing to the Man Christ Jesus he had been trying to kill. This is why he says the Gospel is “not after man.” No human would have invented a system that made their own religious effort completely worthless. The history of the Galatia and the Galatian people at this time was that they were known for being impulsive and fickle. In Acts 14, they tried to worship Paul as a god one day and then stoned him the next. Paul writes this letter because these impulsive people were so soon removed (Ga 1:6) from the Gospel of Grace. They were being bewitched (Ga 3:1) by the intellectual reputation of the Jewish Law. 

Paul was essentially a man standing between two worlds, telling the old world that its time was up and the new world that its freedom was bought with blood of Jesus Christ, and not behavior. Paul said, I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: Today we see the radical muslin religion who would murder and kill Christians. The same thing was true in Paul’s day; persecuting the Christian who would not adopt the doctrine of Judaism. Ga 1:14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. He profited in the Jews religion by persecuting the Christians. Paul says here the traditions of my fathers. The law is in traditions. When Paul uses the word profited in the Greek; it means to blaze a trail or advance, he isn't talking about money. He is talking about religious status and political power. Paul as Saul was the rising star of the Pharisaic movement. Saul of Tarsus used the Mosaic Law to eliminate anyone he deemed a threat to the traditional order. The Profit was zeal which was the currency. The more he persecuted Christians, the more he was promoted within the Sanhedrin. Now then in V15 there comes a change. Paul’s zeal was redirected for the things of Christ. He wanted all of us to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Ga 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace. Paul was separated from his mother Judaism by the gospel 2000+ years ahead of the rest of the nation of Israel, because Israel has not been born again. God was doing a new thing and it was not only for Saul of Tarsus, but it was for all of humanity and especially the church age. For Paul, his Mother’s womb is Israel. God had to separate Saul of Tarsus from Israel as a nation in order for God to do what He wanted to do. God didn’t ever give the law to anybody but the Jews. The law was given only to Israel and it was a disadvantage to them. Paul is going to show that throughout the rest of this book. So Paul said, He separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace. This was Paul’s introduction into divine grace just as it is for all of us. Initial salvation is our introduction to Divine grace. Then notice what He did in V16.  Ga 1:16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: #1 To reveal his Son in me, #2 that I might preach him among the heathen; It is so important to realize the order of things. Back up to V12, Paul says, I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. First God revealed Christ to Paul. 

Then in V16 then He revealed Christ in Paul. Then thirdly He revealed Christ through Paul. That is the same process God wants to take us through. Unless we let God reveal Christ in us, then we will never be affective preachers of Christ coming through us. It was to preach Christ among the heathen or the Gentiles. As far as Israel was concerned anyone that was not a Jew was a heathen. Paul was converted there on the road to Damascus. Then immediately after that I conferred not with flesh and blood: Now we read that he did go to Ananias, but after that Paul did not confer with flesh and blood. Ga 1:17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus. For Saul of Tarsus, there was really only one Ivy League destination for theological study and that is Jerusalem where the other apostles were. Jerusalem was the gathering center of the Jews. In the book of Acts we found that Antioch became the gathering place for the Christians. But Paul did not go up to Jerusalem. Jerusalem was not going to be the center of things. It was the center as far as the law and Israel was concerned and it still is today. 

Paul says I didn’t go up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; and the reason was because all of those that were apostles before him were Kingdom Apostles and Paul was going to be the chief Apostle to the church. Why if you are going to have a new message would you send someone to teach the message of the law? The Holy Spirit lead the Apostle Paul into Arabia. Arabia is so important here because this is where the law was given. God took Paul back out into the desert and perhaps he walked in the same steps as Moses did whenever he received the law. God took the greatest Law-expert, Paul of his day, back to the very birthplace of the Law to explain why the Law’s time had reached its fulfillment. Notice that there are three Desert Pioneers in scripture that went to Arabia. God used the Arabian desert to reset his key messengers. Paul was walking in the footsteps of two specific giants. Moses received the Law at Sinai. He entered the desert a prince of Egypt and left a humble shepherd of God’s people (Exodus 3). Then Elijah: When he was broken and defeated by the traditions and idolatry of his day, he fled to Horeb (Sinai). God met him in a still small voice to give him a new commission (1 Kings 19). Paul entered the desert a violent Pharisee and left as the Apostle of Grace. 

Saul of Tarsus knew that God gave that law; it was the word of God passed down from generation to generation. How can you just suddenly cut it off? Jesus Himself announced it. We can read through the gospel and see how many times the Jews would come to Jesus and say what the law said and ask Him what do you say? They did that because Jesus contradicted the law over and over again. And Saul of Tarsus understood the contradiction was there but he didn’t understand how to reconcile it. So God took him right out where the law was given in the first place in order to give him the secrets of why the law was given. And what God was doing now; and that law was just a school master to bring us to Christ. Once we understand the law and understand the grace message; we then understand that the law teaches Christ all the way through. The law announces Christ and this is exactly what God wanted to do and wants to do today. Ga 1:18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. It was 3 whole years before Paul had any connection or any meeting with these Kingdom Apostles. Ga 1:19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother. 20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not. 

21 Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia; 22 And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ: 23 But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. 24 And they glorified God in me. They were glad that this persecutor had an about face because scripture says in Ac 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest. Saul of Tarsus was killing the Christians and they were delighted when this man turned around and he began to preach the faith of the Grace message that Paul once persecuted. The law was not given to make men righteous. The reason the law was given to show up sin exceeding sinful and it did its job well. The law was a school master given by God just to point us to Christ. There is only one Gospel, and any addition to the finished work of Christ, whether by tradition, legalism, or human authority is a perversion that robs the believer of liberty and the Grace of God of its power. Paul’s tell us; he has come out of the Jordan. He left the dead stones of his legalistic past in the river and is now standing on the shore of Grace, refusing to let anyone drag the believers back into the waters of human tradition.
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