Galatians 2 April 2, 2026 The Defense of Liberty
The overarching theme of Galatians 2 is the sufficiency of faith in Christ alone, specifically as it relates to the equality of believers and the rejection of legalism. In Galatians 1 and 2, Paul isn't just winning an argument; he is offering his own life as a living laboratory. He pulls the covers off his past to show that if the Law couldn't save the Pharisee of Pharisees, it certainly couldn't save the Galatians. Since Paul didn't learn the Gospel from the Apostles in Jerusalem, his change of character proved the Gospel was supernatural. Only the resurrected Christ could turn a persecutor into a preacher without a human middleman. In this chapter, the Apostle Paul is saying we are saved by what Jesus did, not by how well we follow a checklist of religious rules. The Gospel is not about behavior modification. It is a total exchange of life; my life for Christ’s life. Ga 2:1 Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. This is in reference to the conference that they had in Acts 15. Ga 2:2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain. Paul says that he went up by revelation. 

No word was sent out that they were going to have a conference in Jerusalem in Acts 15. The wisdom of Paul was not the wisdom of men. Paul says, I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation. Paul talked to the leadership privately. He did that lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain. This is God’s wisdom. Man’s wisdom is in demonstrations and picketing. Rather than going to the leadership and trying to get the leadership to understand, they go to the people and build pressure on the people to make those in authority change their mind. Paul did not do that. He did not go to the people trying to get them to create a riot or an uproar in order to put the pressure on these authorities. Paul wanted to see if these leaders were standing with him for the truth. The ministers' conference was called in Acts 15 to decide if circumcision was necessary for salvation. It was to communicate the Gospel which Paul preached among the Gentiles to those in authority. It was the Gospel of Grace. The conference in Acts 15 was whether the Gentile needed to be circumcised and keep the law in order to be saved. And they do not. In Galatians chapter 2, Paul moves from the source of the Gospel to the defense of the Gospel. He demonstrates that Grace is not just a theory, it is a reality that must be protected even when high-ranking religious leaders compromise it. 

Paul brings Titus (a Gentile) to Jerusalem and refuses to have him circumcised. This was a Jordan moment. Paul refused to let the stones of the New Creation be dragged back into the water of Old Testament rituals. He did this so that the truth of the gospel might continue with us. Ga 2:3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised: We can contrast this with Ac 16:3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek. This tells us you must use wisdom according to the situation that you are in. Here Paul absolutely refused to circumcise Titus. Yet in Acts 16, he did circumcise Timothy, so what is the difference? The difference is in the attitudes of the people. So here if Paul would have circumcised Titus, it would have been equivalent to saying yes, a Gentile has to be circumcised to be saved. And this was not the message that the Apostle Paul wanted to send. There are two different events here and he treated them in two different ways. The same thing will come up in our lives as to how we deal with certain people. Very often it depends on the attitude that they display as to what we are able to do. 

Some would say you treated this person this way so you have to treat this other one the same way and no you don’t. Because it is according to the attitude of the person as to how they are to be treated. Then Titus was a Greek and was compelled to be circumcised and then Paul tells us in V4. Once again Paul was facing false brothers who were legally demanding circumcision as a requirement for salvation. Then V3-5 we can compare that with 1Co 9:20-23 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. 22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. This tells us we must use wisdom according to the situation that we are in. Ga 2:4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: 

To understand why Paul used such strong language in Galatians 2:4, we have to see it as a counter-intelligence report. He isn't just describing a disagreement; he is describing an invasion. When Paul speaks of false brethren who "spy out our liberty, he is using military terminology to show that the message of legality is not just a different opinion, it is a hostile attempt to re-enslave those who have crossed the Jordan. They came in to spy out their liberty, that they might bring them into bondage, by keeping the law, by saying that Titus had to be circumcised in order to be saved. Paul doesn't call these people confused Christians or misguided brothers. A spy enters a camp to find the weak points so the enemy can attack. He calls them false. The reason was they claimed the name of Christ, but their message actually denied the power of Christ. Jesus warned of this in Mt 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. Paul would not send the wrong message by giving in to demands that Titus would be circumcised so that he would be considered clean enough to be in their midst. Because circumcision is not a requirement for salvation. Our liberty is in Christ. 

He paid the price at Calvary so that we would be free from the law. Because of what Jesus did at Calvary on the cross the righteousness of the law is now fulfilled in us. These false brethren weren't there to learn about Jesus; they were there to see if Titus (a Greek) was circumcised. They were looking for non-compliance with the Law. To use your Joshua 4 analogy, these spies wanted to drag the 12 stones back into the Jordan. Paul said this to warn the Galatians that these false brethren weren't interested in their spiritual growth; they were interested in their defeat. By calling it our liberty, Paul defines the New Creation life as a state of being liberated from the thunders of Sinai where the law was given. If we are being watched to see if we are following rules, we aren't in a family; we are in a prison. Ro 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Can we give place to those who minister error? Error is mixture and mixture is deadly. We cannot give into error. Paul stood very firm against those who tried to mix law with grace. What was Paul’s purpose Ga 2:5? That the truth of the gospel might continue with the Saints. Ga 2:5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. 

Paul made a statement here not just in words but in deeds. Notice the little word “that” That the truth of the gospel might continue with you. He had to demonstrate this gospel working not just in words but demonstration by actions that Titus was not going to be submitted to this. Ga 2:6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me: Peter, James, and John were early disciples of the Lord, and yet Paul said that they added nothing to him in conference. Did Paul think so highly of himself that he felt no one could teach him anything? Or did he have a revelation that was far superior to that of Peter, James, and John? Paul had a revelation far superior to that of the other brethren. Paul was not conceited in this. He knew he had a superior message. He knew he had the message of divine grace. The message of grace supersedes the message of law. The nation of Israel who has been under the law for all of these 1,000’s of years are going to have to learn that same truth that divine grace supersedes the law. They must learn that righteousness does not come by the law. Then they added nothing to him in conference; Saul of Tarsus was an authority on the law. 

They couldn’t add one thing that he didn’t already know. This was Paul in Ga 1:14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. They couldn’t add a thing to Paul in that conference. How does this relate to the Christian experience today? Many Christians today feel they are missing something. They look to celebrity false. teachers, formulas, or religious rituals to add to their spiritual life. Paul’s experience tells us: If you have been raised with Christ, no human being can add to your standing before God. Colossians 2:10: And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power. Paul notes that it maketh no matter what these men were. In modern Christendom, people often fall into hero worship. They think a certain leader has a special connection to God that we don't have. Paul levels the playing field. The same Christ who lived in Peter and Paul lives in us. Legality creates a hierarchy (Moses on the mountain, people at the bottom). Grace creates a Body where every member has direct access to the Head which is Christ Jesus.

Ga 2:7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter. Paul told them things and Peter admitted in his epistle that Paul had written things hard to be understood. It means they were hard to be understood by a Jew who understood only the law. Peter had to give up a lot of things that he knew about the law and there were many things that he was lacking. The word committed (or entrusted) is key. It implies a stewardship. The Gospel of the Circumcision for Peter was entrusted to reach the Jews. His audience already knew the Law, the Prophets, and the thunders of Mount Sinai. His job was to show them that the Law pointed to Jesus, the Messiah of Israel. The Gospel of the Uncircumcision for Paul was entrusted to reach the Gentiles. His audience had no background in the Law. His job was to show them that they could be “Living Stones” in the House of God without ever having to pass through the restrictions of Mount Sinai. Ga 2:8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) From the day of Pentecost, it was evident that the Apostle Peter had a very prominent place among those Jewish brethren. God wrought effectually through his ministry. But notice the same God was mighty in Paul toward the Gentiles.

Ga 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. Notice what they saw in Paul, it was the spirit of divine grace. Paul was altogether different from when he was proponent of the law. So Paul went to the heathen or the Gentiles and Peter, James and John went to the circumcision or the Jews. This moment in Galatians 2:9 is the ultimate changing of the guard. It is where the Pillars of the Old (represented by the leaders in Jerusalem) recognize the Pillar of the New which was the Grace revealed in Paul. They didn't see Paul’s pedigree law, his education, or his past zeal. They saw one thing: They saw the Grace that was given unto him. This was the quality of Christ that had completely replaced the Pharisee of Pharisees. In many churches today, people are still evaluating each other based on legality. It is on how they look, what they don't do, or what rules they follow. But the Pillars in Jerusalem give us a different model today. They look for the Grace. While James, Cephas, and John were recognized as the Pillars'; stable, fixed, and foundational to the work in Jerusalem, Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles revealed that the Temple of God was no longer a fixed building in one city. 

It was becoming a spiritual house made of Living Stones gathered from every nation. Just as the twelve stones were taken out of the Jordan as a memorial, the Gentile believers were being pulled out of the death to be built into a new habitation for God. The Pillars in Jerusalem were not the boundaries of the Church; they were simply the support for a Grace that was now expanding to the ends of the earth. If we see Grace in someone, we give them the right hand of fellowship. We don't ask them to be like us. Peter didn't ask Paul to become a Jerusalem Christian. The Jordan Memorial tells each believer that we are a stone taken out of the river. One stone might be jagged, another smooth; one might be large, another small. But because they all came out of the same death by the power of the same Joshua, Jesus, they belong together in the same memorial. We put this into practice by changing how we view ourselves and how we evaluate others. Paul’s character and ours is a result of realizing that we are dead to the Law so that we might live unto God. Ga 2:10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do. Ga 2:11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. This verse announces another change. 

Read Acts 15 in conjunction with this and find out what Peter said about the law. In that Peter rose up, and said unto them that the law was yoke in Ac 15:10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? Remember Peter is the chief apostle to the circumcision or the Jew and he was an apostle before Paul was an apostle. Peter was a disciple of Jesus and he walked with Jesus. Peter was on the mount of transfiguration with James and John. He was there in the Garden of Gethsemane at a much closer place than the rest of the disciples were. Peter really did have a very prominent place. This is at Antioch not Jerusalem. This is not Peter’s turf. This is Antioch the gathering place of the Christians and for the most part they were Gentiles. In Galatians 2:11, Paul is essentially saying to Peter: In Jerusalem, you called the Law an unbearable yoke. Why are you now acting like it's a requirement for fellowship in Antioch? In Jerusalem, Jewish customs were the norm. But in Antioch, the Gospel of Grace was the foundation. Paul withstood Peter to the face because Peter was a guest in a Gentile-majority church. By acting Jewish-only or law, Peter was effectively trying to turn the clock back on the New Covenant. Paul mentions in verse 10 that he was forward or eager to remember the poor. 

This shows Paul was not a rebel looking for a fight; he was a man of deep love and cooperation. However, he realized that social charity is meaningless if the Gospel of Grace is compromised. If Paul hadn't rebuked Peter, the church might have split into two separate religions: a Jewish sect and a Gentile sect. Ephesians 2:15: Paul later wrote that Christ abolished the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace. This moment in Antioch proved that the truth of the Gospel is higher than any human leader's status. Even an apostle like Peter who walked with Jesus could be blamed if his actions suggested that the Cross wasn't enough. According to the following verses Ga 2:12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. Peter had been eating freely with Gentile believers. However, when a group of strict Jewish Christians arrived from James, Peter withdrew and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. Paul saw this not as a personal preference, but as a betrayal of the Gospel. 

By withdrawing, Peter was implying that Gentiles were unclean unless they followed Jewish customs. Paul’s rebuke was necessary because Peter’s influence was leading others astray, including Barnabas. If Peter acted as though the Law of Moses was still a barrier, it undermined the work of the Cross. Paul used this confrontation to establish that no one is saved by keeping the law, but by faith in Jesus. This is Justification by Faith. Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. Then in Ephesians 2:14: Paul explains that Christ hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us," making the two (Jew and Gentile) into one new man. Now this is difficult to understand why Peter did this because he had already been through this is Acts 10. Ac 10:9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: 10 And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: 12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. 14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean. 15 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. Ac 10:16  This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven. 17 Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate, Cornelius was a gentile and Peter went down there and began to preach the gospel to them and the house of Cornelius were filled with the power of the Holy Ghost because they heard them speak with other tongues. Peter understood what God was saying. Don’t call common and unclean that which I have cleansed which was the Gentiles. In view of all that of what we find about Peter, He withdrew himself whenever these Jews came down for Jerusalem because he thought it wasn’t going to be proper. For us the confrontation between Paul and Peter in Antioch isn’t just a historical footnote; it is a vital blueprint for how we live out our faith today. It teaches us that the integrity of the Gospel must always outweigh social comfort or the prestige of leaders. 

Just as Peter slipped back into the yoke of Jewish customs to avoid criticism, modern Christians often fall into same thing. We might say we are saved by grace, but then we judge others based on unwritten rules. Paul tells us in Galatians 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. If our fellowship has entry requirements other than faith in Christ, we are repeating Peter’s mistake. Peter didn’t stop believing in grace; he just feared the circumcision party or the critics. He selected his reputation among the influencers over his brothers in Christ. In our walk, we often face pressure to mask our faith or change our behavior to fit into specific Christian subcultures. Peer pressure is not just a teenage issue; it’s a spiritual one. Proverbs 29:25 warns, The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe. Paul’s withstanding him to the face shows that true Christian love isn't always nice, it is honest. We often avoid calling out error in our churches because we want to be loving. But Paul shows that letting a brother or sister live in hypocrisy or falseness is actually unloving. Paul didn't attack Peter’s character; he attacked his inconsistency. Ephesians 4:15: We are called to be speaking the truth in love. We know Peter took the rebuke well because later, in 2 Peter 3:15, he calls Paul our beloved brother Paul and affirms his wisdom. A mature Christian walk involves being humble enough to be corrected. 

Ga 2:14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? These verses are spoken directly to Peter. Paul, the least of the apostles, preaching the Gospel sermon Gospel to Peter, the chief of the apostles of the Jews. Paul is delivering a masterclass on the Christian life. This sermon to Peter is the foundation for every believer’s experience today.  Peter, look at your own life. You’ve been living like a Gentile; eating with them and ignoring the strict Jewish diet laws. You know those rules don't save you. So, why are you suddenly acting like a strict Jew and forcing Gentiles to follow rules you don't even keep yourself? Ga 2:15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles. 16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. If we put ourselves under the law, we put ourselves under the ministry of what? Peter we were born Jews, and we grew up with the Law. But even we had to admit the truth: Following religious rules (the Law) never made us right with God. 

Peter, we realized that the only way to be justified is through faith in Jesus Christ. That is why we left the Law behind to believe in Him. If we, as Jews, couldn't be saved by the Law, why on earth would we try to put Gentiles under it? If we go back to the Law now, we aren't moving toward God; we are moving back into a ministry of condemnation and death. Refer to 2Co 3:9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. Ga 2:17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. Paul says, there is no other way to be justified. The law was not given to the redeemed as a standard of righteousness, but rather to the ungodly as a means to show up sin. If we put ourselves under the law once we are saved, it will show us as transgressors. Ga 2:18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. He is talking about the Jewish laws and traditions. 

These are the things he had been tearing down ever since he got back from the trip out to the desert. Paul understood the Jewish law and he understood those traditions that were an absolute detriment to real righteousness in Christ. You cannot trust in the law for righteousness. So he says Peter by your withdrawal you have become a transgressor, not by eating with the Gentiles. Ga 2:19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. Paul teaches this in Romans 7 that the law found him worthy of death and it killed me and that is exactly right. The law is a minister of death not life. We must find that death in Christ in order to now live unto God. The law put us to death in the person of Jesus Christ, therefore it no longer has control over us. Ga 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. Rather than “am” it is I have been crucified with Christ. It is past perfect tense. This is a finished work that defines our current reality. When Paul says, I have been crucified, he is talking about a legal transfer. Think of it like a citizenship change. Under the Law, you were a citizen of a country where the penalty for every infraction was death. By being crucified with Christ, that version of you; the one the Law had a claim on legally died. 

The Law cannot prosecute a dead man. Therefore, the old man isn't someone you need to put on a self-improvement plan; he is someone you recognize as legally dead. Christianity is about Jesus living through us. Most Christians spend their lives trying to be better for God. Paul tells Peter that the “I” (the ego, the self-effort, the rule-follower) has been replaced. It’s like a glove. A glove cannot pick up a cup on its own. But when a hand is inside the glove, the glove lives, yet it isn’t the glove doing the work, it’s the hand. We are the glove; Christ is the hand. Then we have the Life in the Flesh (The Now Life). Paul knows we still have to wake up, go to work, and deal with physical bodies. The phrase the life which I now live in the flesh acknowledges that we haven't been beamed up to heaven yet. But the fuel for this life has changed. Instead of being fueled by fear of the Law, we are fueled by the faith of the Son of God. We aren't white-knuckling our way through to holiness. We are resting in the fact that Jesus (our Sabbath Rest) is already holy, and He is the one living the life through us. It is because we have the motivation: Who Loved Me and Gave Himself for Me! Why does Paul get so personal here? 

He is reminding Peter (and us) that this isn't a cold, legal contract. It's a Love Story. Legalism is cold; it asks did you do enough? Grace is warm; it says It is finished because I love you. Paul ends his sermon to Peter on this note divine love. If Jesus gave His entire self to be your life, then trying to go back to the Law is like throwing a gift back in the Giver’s face. Ga 2:21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. Christ is dead in vain is the most fighting word in the chapter. Paul is telling Peter: If you can get to heaven by being a good Jew, then Calvary was a waste of time. If there were any other way to be right with God through rituals, diets, or moral codes, then God the Father was cruel to let His Son die such a horrific death. To go back to the Law is to tell Jesus, Thanks for the help, but I'll take it from here. Paul calls this an insult to the Grace of God. Grace is the Defense of Liberty. Grace is the only thing that can defend liberty. Grace is a shield. It tells the legalist; Your rules have no power here because the person you are trying to control is already dead, crucified with Christ! Paul’s message is that Grace guards our Liberty. If we take Grace away, the Liberty disappears instantly. If we keep the Grace, our Liberty is invincible! Amen!
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