Galatians 6 April 30, 2026 The Life of Divine Grace in Practice!
The first 5 verses give us 7 wonderful principals of divine grace and we can measure ourselves by these different principals. Ga 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Paul says brethren. He is talking about a Christian that has had a lapse of faith and may have committed some of these awful works of the flesh that we saw in the previous chapter. The word fault means a side-slip. It is unintentional. When it comes to someone overtaken in a fault, we have to distinguish between this type of person and the person in 1 Cor 5. The one in 1Cor 5 was one who was blatant in his attitude. He was defiant. He is often insisting he is right. It’s the person who says, you have no right to tell me what to do. This is an angry obnoxious attitude. But the person who is overtaken in a fault is one that has stumbled. He experienced a weakness. What are we to do with such a person? Overall Paul is writing to the Galatians who are children. They are carnal people. Yet somebody there had to be spiritual because Paul addresses the spiritual. (ye which are spiritual, restore such an one). A spiritual person is one that is born of the Spirit and walking in the Spirit. So someone in Galatia had attained to a certain level of spirituality and maturity. So they are the ones that are called on to be the stronger ones. 

So the question is how are they to handle this situation? They that were spiritual were to restore such an one. That is opposite of what the law keeper does. The law keeper tears down and destroys. We see an example of it in John 8 with the woman caught in adultery. The one under divine grace is going to restore such an one. Then there is a second principal; in the spirit of meekness; This is one of the major reasons that Paul wrote to the Corinthians in 1Cor 5. The attitude of the Corinthian people was just as wrong as the action of incestuous man. So Paul had to correct that. They had an attitude of superiority. Here we must restore one in the spirit of meekness. The word meekness means without superiority. The Greek word for restore was used medically for setting a fractured bone or by a fishermen for mending torn nets. The goal isn't just forgiveness, but bringing the person back into a state of wholeness where they can function in the body again. Psalm 23:3 He restoreth my soul... Even in the Old Testament, the Shepherd’s way isn't to discard the wandering sheep but to bring the soul back to its right path. Spirituality isn't a permanent status; it is a practical walk. 

The moment a person thinks they have arrived because they have all the provisions and they are too spiritual to fall into sin, they have already fallen into the sin of pride. 2 Thessalonians 3:14–15 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him... Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. Even when someone is defiant (more like the 1Cor 5 case), the end goal remains brotherhood, not enmity. The third principal, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. We must as spiritual people realize that we are not beyond temptation. When Jesus spoke to those Pharisees about this adulteress woman, He didn’t say now if there is one of you who committed adultery throw the first stone. They would all have picked up a stone and cast it at her. But He said which of you are without sin, let him cast the first stone. Peter was one overtaken in a fault. Peter thought he was so strong himself. Though everyone else will go away I will not forsake you. Peter had to learn just how weak and frail he was. He went out and wept bitterly after he had denied the Lord three times. Peter is the ultimate example of being overtaken in a fault. 

His fall wasn't rebellion; it was a lapse of faith under pressure. Peter’s statement in Matthew 26:33 Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. He was considering everyone else and finding them lacking. His tears were the sound of his pride breaking. That bitter weeping was the beginning of his restoration. Note that in John 21, Jesus restores Peter with a spirit of meekness. He doesn't lecture him; He feeds him and asks, Lovest thou me? In 1Timothy 1:15 even at the end of his life, Paul didn't say, I was the chief of sinners. He used the present tense Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. Paul kept himself in a state of spiritual meekness by never forgetting his own capacity for error.
The 4th principal of divine grace is in Ga 6:2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. Sometimes it may cost us to bear the burdens of others just like Jesus. He ate with the publicans and sinners and what did that do for His own reputation. Maybe we will be called to support an addict or a drunk at some point. Will people identify us with them? It does not mean we partake of their wicked ways any more than Jesus did, but it could be a slam to our own reputation. So Jesus said, bear ye one another’s burdens. 

#5 principal of divine grace; so fulfil the law of Christ. The law of Christ is the law of divine love. We do this as we bear with one another and accept their reproach, criticism, and accusations right along with them because we would fulfill the law of divine love. There is a beautiful Old Testament shadow of this in Exodus 32. When Israel sinned with the golden calf, Moses didn't distance himself. He told God, Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. Moses was willing to lose his own spiritual standing to save his people. That is the spirit of Ga 6:2 Bear ye one another's burdens. We must notice there are two statements here that seem to be contradictory and they are not because there are two different words that are used. V2 says bear ye one another's burdens, but in Ga 6:5 For every man shall bear his own burden. Those are not contradictory. The word burdens in V2 means a weight or a load. Think of a person trying to carry a massive boulder. It means bearing down or pressing down. The word in V5 burden means something to be born or carried. In the ancient world, this was the standard term for a soldier’s individual kit or a ship’s cargo. This is not a crushing boulder; it’s a backpack. It represents our personal duties, our account to God, and our daily walk. 

No one can repent for you, and no one can believe for you. That is a load you must carry ourself. There is no reference to the weight of it at all. So we are talking about two different things. In V2 Bear ye one another's burdens; that is the person that is so bowed down with grief that he cannot carry it on his own. He needs somebody to help him. He needs somebody to pray with him. He needs somebody to encourage him and to give him the word of God. This is the meaning; Bear ye one another's burdens. Verse 2 is about a weight that is too heavy for one person to carry, while Verse 5 is about our individual responsibility. Grace doesn't mean we remain spiritually immature either. We must take responsibility for our own growth. Grace empowers us to carry our portion so that we are strong enough to help others. Divine Grace gives us the discernment to know the difference: of when to reach out a hand to lift a brother up, and then when to let a brother stand on his own two feet before God. If we carry someone’s backpack (their personal responsibility) for too long, we actually rob them of the dignity of growth. In the Old Testament, the Law of Gleaning (Leviticus 19:9-10) is a beautiful example of this balance. The landowners were told not to harvest the corners of their fields so the poor could gather food. 

The landowner provided the opportunity (bearing the burden of the poor), but the individual still had to go into the field and gather the grain themselves (carrying their own pack). The provision was provided but they still had to glean for themselves (practical walk). The landowner provided for their need while maintaining their dignity and responsibility. Ga 6:3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. We must have an attitude of meekness that we see in V1. Ga 6:4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. This is the 6th principal of divine grace mentioned in the first 5 verses. Let every man prove his own work. Then notice, he shall have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. That means that what we do must stand on its own merit. What we do does not depend on what someone else may or may not do. We are not judged according to what someone else may or may not do. Our own work stands on its own. That is the marvel of the principals of the divine grace. Grace gives us our own practical work and our own inheritance. We are not dependent on someone else. We prove our own work. Under the Law, our goodness is often measured by being better than the person next to us. But under Grace, the standard is Christ, and the focus is our own calling. 

And then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. This sounds almost selfish at first glance, but it is actually about purity of motive. If we do a good deed just to be seen by others, our rejoicing is in their applause (in another). But if we do it for the Lord, our joy is internal and secure. Col 3:23: And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men. Ga 6:5 For every man shall bear his own burden. Divine grace will enable us to bear the work and to do the work that God intended for us to do. Again, we are not working for salvation, but we work or glean what God wants us to have. The idea that we must labor to rest sounds like a contradiction, but it’s actually the core of the Christian walk. Heb 4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. Laboring to enter rest means the hardest work we will ever do is letting go of our own self-sufficiency. Natural work is to try to save ourselves or figure things out alone; the labor of faith is to constantly stay dependent on Christ. It reminds me of Joh 7:17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. God provides the will to do.
When we step out in the will to do, God meets us with the wisdom to know. Divine grace is not an excuse for inactivity; it is the fuel that enables us to fulfill the specific work God has designed for us. We must remember that we do not work for salvation, but we labor to glean the harvest Tha God has already provided.

As Paul highlights in 1 Thessalonians 1:3, the Christian walk is characterized by a work of faith and a labor of love. 1Th 1:3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.  This journey isn't a passive stroll; it is an active engagement. However, we are not left to our own devices. Just as God provided Aholiab and the wise-hearted workers with the supernatural wisdom to build the Tabernacle (Exodus 31:6), He provides us with the internal capacity to fulfill His commands. God does not leave us to wallow in confusion; He equips our hearts with the very wisdom required to grow into the likeness of Christ. Ex 31:6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee; This reveals a beautiful cycle of grace: as we commit to doing His will, He grants us the revelation of His truth (John 7:17). 

We are co-laborers with Christ, yet He is the source of the tools, the strength, and the blueprint. Our primary work, then, is to remain in a state of spiritual rest. Christ is our Sabbath. As Hebrews 4:11 urges us, we must labor to enter into that rest. The greatest effort we exert is the daily discipline of casting off unbelief and self-reliance, ensuring that our work is always an overflow of the Holy Spirit’s work in us rather than a product of our own anxiety. When we rest in Him, His wisdom builds through us. In 2 Cor when Paul was so grieved when he wanted to get rid of that thorn in the flesh, but God said, “my grace is sufficient for you.” Every man shall bear his own burden because of divine grace. Another place he said I am what I am by the grace of God. This too is something that we must have in our own experience. This is the connection of the soldier’s pack of Gal 6:5 to the thorn in the flesh of 2Cor 12. This is the 7th Principle: The Principle of Sufficient Grace. Under the Law, our burden is a weight we carry for God to prove our worth. Under Grace, our burden is a weight we carry with God, and it becomes the very place where His power is made manifest. It is Mt 11:30 For my (Jesus’) yoke is easy, and my (His) burden is light. 

Ga 6:6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate (or give) unto him that teacheth in all good things. This means the one that is hearing the word of God, gave to Paul. That is what he is talking about. Give help or support to the one that is giving out the word of God. This is a principal spoken of in 1Cor 9. Ga 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. Ga 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. Many believers today are sowing to the flesh during the week, and yet still active in their churches on Sunday. If you sow to the flesh, of the flesh you shall reap corruption. That has such a wide range of meaning. But in this we notice the context in which it is given, because Paul is talking about giving. He is talking about communicating of our substance unto those that give out the word of God. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, this is a reference to giving. Every time that we give to those who promote the gospel, we are actually sowing seed. We are promoting the gospel. There are those who are giving money to sow error. There is money given today to support messages that are not according to truth. They will reap in the harvest of that message. We want to support the truth and the message divine grace.

To reap life everlasting speaks of receiving the fullness of our spiritual life. It speaks of the inheritance we can have if we continue in the Truth of Paul's gospel. We do not earn eternal life through anything we do ourselves. It is a gift which is not earned. But he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. Even our natural substance which we give to others in sowing and promoting the gospel that is actually going to have spiritual reward. Even eternal reward. Ro 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. A gift cannot be earned; it can only be received. This is our legal standing before God. In the Old Testament, every Israelite was given the Promised Land (the gift), but they had to possess it by sowing, reaping, and fighting (the harvest). We are given eternal life by grace, but we reap the fullness or the inheritance of that life by continuing in the Truth. Joh 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. Because we have passed from death to life, we no longer work for life; we work as co-laborers with Christ from life. 

When we sow our substance to help a brother or support the Word of God, we are enjoying eternal life right now. The joy, peace, and spiritual growth we experience is part of the eternal reward. So often we tire of helping others who seemingly never appreciate us as they should. Yet what encouragement are we given? Ga 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. Well doing applies in a number of ways. It shows our interaction with other people. It is doing good and edification of other people. For in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. This is an absolute fact of sowing and reaping. The day we put the seed into the ground is not the day we reap the harvest. There are several months, in the natural for the harvest. Likewise we are sowing in our lives now but the real harvest is not going to come until we are home with the Lord in glory. So in due season we shall reap if we faint not. If we faint not, is the key. We cannot give in to the distractions and the weakness and the things we go through in our lives today. V 10 he applies it. Ga 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. There is no lack of opportunity today, but we really have to put it in context. 

We get fliers in the mail and telephone calls that we are inundated with day after day. People wanting and needing money for some good causes. They act like we are just the most terrible person unless we give to their cause and commit ourself right now to give this money. This is where we must believe God as to whether this is an opportunity for us. Because all of these that we hear about today through different forms of media are not actual opportunities brought to us by God. The real opportunities are those that are close to us. We may be lead of the Lord to support something distant to us such as child overseas and so forth, and there is nothing wrong with that if it is led of the Lord. But notice here Ga 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. We have to put our money in perspective. Our first responsibility is unto God. He gets the first fruit. Then it is to a man’s family. They are the ones that must receive the needs that are do them. Then the third is right here. It is especially unto them who are of the household of faith. We must help Christians ahead of sinners. Many men including Christians say that we must feed the world no matter what their spiritual condition is; and that is not right. Christians take precedence over the world. Then after that do good unto all men.

Ga 6:11  Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand. Paul means the size of the letter not the length of the letter. It was because his eyesight was so bad. So he had to write very large in order to see it. Ga 6:12 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. Legality does not bring about true separation unto God. It shows fleshly attempts to be separated. Paul is saying you still have those that are trying to put you under the law and it is not according scripture and divine grace. If we preach only Christ, I guaranty, we will suffer. Law keeping doesn’t suffer persecution, but preaching Christ and His cross will. Paul reiterates that more than once in this book. Preaching the cross and the grace message will separate us unto God. Fleshy attempts will just put a person further into bondage which they can’t get free of.
A message of law keeping brings glory to the flesh. Ga 6:13 For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.

The law keeper is unable to keep the law himself. Those who preach circumcision by the law do not keep the law. They desire to keep the law but they can’t. It is a showy thing to try and keep the law. And all it does is to glorying the flesh. Ga 6:14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. Paul did not cut himself off from the world by the law doing some work to be saved nor cut the world off from him by the law or some work to be saved. Only Christ and Him crucified can separate us from the world and the world from us. That is because when we are circumcised in the manner in which Paul describes in Colossians, it is the change that occurs in us, in our heart. It is the circumcision of the heart. We truly realize the righteousness of Christ and that it is only by His grace are we even saved after all of our foolishness. We did nothing to deserve it. There will never be a change in the world. The change happens in us where we are crucified unto the world. We feel alienated from the world and they are certainly alienated from us because of the work that God has done in our lives. By His word and the truth, we know it is a gracious God the truly sustains us.

Feeling alienated, is a scriptural promise. If the world is a system built on self-glory, merit, and appearance, and we are a person built on Cross-glory, grace, and heart-circumcision, there is no longer a common language. John 15:19: If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. It is the Word and the Truth that sustain us in this alienation. The Truth reminds us that being an alien in the world is the evidence of being a citizen of Heaven. Legalism tries to fix the world by imposing rules on it. Grace transforms the individual by killing the old nature and creating a New Creature. Sufficient Grace is what makes this life possible. We don't just need grace to get into Heaven; we need grace to survive every day. We need grace to bear the reproach of being different and grace to keep from sliding back into the foolishness of trying to earn what has already been given. Law is nothing more than glorying in the flesh. It will not receive an inheritance. They are trying to add to the work that has already been done there at the Cross of Christ. We cannot add one thing, only believe. Ga 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. 

16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, (or grace) and upon the Israel of God. The rule he is talking is being crucified to the world and the world unto us, by the crucifixion of Christ. It is the rule that only a new creation in Christ really matters. Paul is telling us that if the foundation of our spiritual life isn't the New Creature, the whole building will be crooked. The Rule of the Law measures performance. It asks: How well did you do today? How do you compare to your neighbor? Are you keeping the rituals? This rule always leads to either pride or despair when you realize you're failing. The Rule of the New Creation asks: Are you in Christ? Is your heart being changed? Are you glorying in the Cross? This rule of the new creation was already satisfied by Jesus. The new man is thus led by the Holy Spirit. It is peace that results when we let God cut us off from this world and the world cut off from us. Then mercy that is, the abundance of the grace of God that we desperately need in our lives and experience. Grace is God giving us what we don't deserve (Life/The New Creation). Mercy is God sustaining us despite what we do deserve (His daily help in our foolishness). We need mercy because even the new creature still lives in a body of flesh that stumbles. Mercy is the oil that keeps the gears of the new life moving without grinding to a halt in guilt. Paul says, walk according to this rule. 

The Greek word for “walk” means to march in step or to stay in rank. Just as we are called to walk in rank by the rule of the New Creation now, we will be raised in our specific rank then. 1Corinthians 15:23, we see this ranking. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming. Those who march in step with the Holy Spirit, the full overcomers, are those who have fully applied the Rule of the New Creation. We are not just saved; we are disciplined. We have allowed the Cross to fully alienate us from the world. Because we have marched according to the Truth in this life, we can occupy the first rank in the life to come as the Bride of Christ. In Revelation 7:9, we see the great multitude, which no man could number. While all are saved by the same Grace, Paul’s use of military rank suggests that our faithfulness to the (the rule of the new creation) determines our order or rank there. The word Paul uses for order in 1Cor 15 refers specifically to a military division or a cohort. It suggests that the resurrection isn't just a chaotic rising, but a disciplined, orderly procession. When we stop trying to measure up to the world's standards, the war inside our soul ends. This is peace. As we march in this new identity, God provides the abundance of grace to sustain our steps. Paul says that these are the true heirs of the promise. They aren't the ones who can trace their bloodline to Abraham, but those who can trace their heart-change to Calvary. In these verses, how often Paul has to remind us that nothing else benefits us. 

It seems the hardest thing for the human heart to do is to stop trying to add its own merit to the finished work of the Cross. Paul doesn't say as many as are perfect, but he says, as many as walk according to this rule. I am a new creature; I have nothing to glory in but the Cross; I will let the Spirit lead me today. Paul didn't write Galatians to give us more to-do lists. He wrote it to give us Freedom. It really boils down to just one thing: The Cross and the change it works in our heart. Ga 6:17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. That is that persecution that Paul bore because he preached the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Ga 6:18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. It is the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ not law. Because you will not be comforted by the law, but the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ can most assuredly comfort us. Then he says, be with your spirit. It is because Grace will build up or edify our spirit and make us strong in spirit before Him. Paul ends this letter exactly where he began with Grace. By specifically praying that this grace would be with their spirit. It is not by the flesh they had been trying to perfect through the Law. The only way to live the Christian life is through a spiritual supply (provision) as we walk in Spirit. (practical walk). It is all by the Divine Grace of God!
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