Genesis 11
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Ge 11:1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.
 3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. 4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. Nimrod was the king and the beginning of his kingdom was Babel (Genesis 10:10) Nimrod means - rebel

All the sons of Noah and their dependents are here. They have grown into a multitude. Note one language and mind. They are all of one accord, but it is not one accord with the Lord.
This is a picture of Babylon, the Great, the city of which John in Revelation writes. Also, Moses gives us a type of Babylon. What is described here is a parallel progress of the Church which has settled down in the world and herself (not for our Lord and Savior); but they have done it for  a worldly name and power. How did the trouble begin? “They journeyed from the east.” With unity and purpose, they all turned their backs upon the sunrise. It is a picture of yielding to the flesh, and they left the rugged and difficult places, and descended to the lower and easier level of the world.

They were seeking a less painful way for themselves. This is always the way of the fleshly nature; they want the easy way out. They found the plain in the land of Shinar, they settled there. The ease and abundance gave them a desire to possess a place in the earth of which they could be assured. Now we do not go home and pull the mattress off the bed and sleep on the bare springs, just to say we believe the Lord. They wanted to preserve a name for themselves. These words in type speak of the worldly church in our midst today. V4 “Go to, let us build us a city and a tower whose top may reach unto heaven and let us make us a name lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 

This was a religious city; they wanted a tower by which they could reach heaven. Some will say, what does that matter? We are all trying to get to heaven. It means a great deal whether we
are building a tower of our own in order to get to heaven. This was works by our own labor. This is a very serious matter, this business of building towers. It is remarkable how many churches have towers? These people were the first tower builders, but not the first city builders. Cain built the first city; but these people are following in his steps. They go even further. They too, have turned away and are wandering from God’s protection. They are going in the way of Cain, endeavoring to get to heaven by their own good works.

And yet we have a realistic picture of the great city of Babylon. It was a city after Cain’s pattern;
God is not the builder, because the tower of strength is human and not Divine. It is a carnal
imitation; a cheap counterfeit of God’s ways and thoughts. This earthly city is a poor imitation of the heavenly one, and assumes all her titles and honors. The heavenly city, is built of living stones. It is God given material. In our text, these people have moved down from the high places. They have left the hills where the stones are quarried. God makes stones. Man makes bricks. They were content to manufacture brick out of clay which was found in the  plains. 
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Note the sad account; “they have brick for stone and slime for mortar.” Slime  does not figure the unity of the Holy Spirit, for He never unifies the flesh. The slime shows they are stuck together by the glue of selfish, carnal motives, which though it may hold firm during man’s day, yet it will not stand before God. This is a picture of the Roman Catholic Church of ancient days. This began not many generations following the apostolic days. Apostolic days are the period in Christianity when the Apostles of Jesus Christ lived and preached the Christian faith, which is found in the book of Acts.

The unity was not of God. He came down to look on this gigantic structure in the course of its building, which was in defiance of His expressed will. He did not come to admire, nor to strengthen it, but to destroy, and to scatter it. Ge 11:5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. 6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech. 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.

There are many tongues or beliefs in the Church today and many do not align with the Lord’s will. Here we see God’s judgments upon the builders of the religious Babel. The diversity and the multitude of sects in our midst today, are the manifestation of the judgment upon the Church. 
That great city Babylon will be built as far as God will allow men to go. This city and its tower is a picture of the tragedy which is even now about to be reenacted. It is somewhat hidden, yet it is a part of the last drama of this age. This world empire, and the tower, is a picture of the unified false church. It is all sure to come. Today, even the world is waiting for something to happen. 

The churches are coming closer together in unity and fellowship, but not in the will of God; as are also the nations. They want to get a name and worldwide fame. They will apparently succeed for a time. The world will marvel at the false prophet, and the anti-Christ. The news of their great accomplishments will be broadcast from one end of the earth to the other. The unity of the churches will actually appear as the real thing, but it is out of the will of God. Only the elect of God will not be deceived. All men will stand off and look with amazement at the undertaking of this end time, which is but a poor counterfeit of God’s own building and work. The enemy always has and wants a counterfeit. We will go down; the Lord says, and we will take the reins of government into their own hands. 

Christ will appear as God Almighty and scatter the power of the counterfeit kingdom. Their great building as well as their name will soon be a thing of the past. God will make His Name great and His people will be great. He will finish His own city and work. This destruction of Christendom, the apostatized religious system, remaining on the earth after the true believers have been translated, will happen. Apostatized means an act of refusing to continue to follow, and obey God and His will. The Church is mixed up in so many things today. This is taken from the words of Scripture. The Apostle John wrote these things in Revelation about nineteen centuries ago. He saw the destruction of apostate Christendom under the figure of a city. 
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Apostate means they have embraced the opinions of man rather than the word of God. John said, Rev. 18:2 Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen and is become the habitation of devils and the hold of every foul spirit and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. In Revelation 17, we see the false church pictured as a woman upon a scarlet-colored beast whom she is apparently guiding. This is a prediction of the union of the religious and national systems in their bid for world power. This is plainly seen today. It is on the way; but God will defeat them in their ambitions. This will be a time of great conflict upon the earth because of these opposers of Christ and His Kingdom. This is the key - They reject Christ, the only begotten of the Father. Satan will be energizing the earthly forces against the heavenly ones. 

The battle will be waged until the enemies of God are all cast down. The false church system will be destroyed. When God talks about the great whore and this women riding the beast, He is talking about the ungodly religious system. Individuals must be separated from that because in chap 18 God says come out from her my people in Re 18:4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. *** It is the system that God is judging and that system has been in existence since the beginning of the Church age. And God is going to finally pour out all His wrath upon that system.

Re 17:2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. ****** The crime or the indictment of fornication is taking a place or submitting to a headship that God did not ordain. What has happened here is that Catholicism has taken away the place that belongs unto Jesus. It is fornication. This deprives Jesus of His rightful place of headship. Re 17:4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: ***This woman is the great whore, the Catholic system and her colors are none other than the major colors Catholicism. 

These other things said here; gold, precious stones and pearls tell us there is no richer place on earth than the Vatican. This describes her riches and scripture is very plain as to how she got those riches. She had a golden cup which had represented deity and the blessing of God, but it doesn’t represent God at all. It is rather full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication or her denial of Christ or her denial of His headship and the place that is rightfully His.  She is sitting on the beast means that the Catholic Church has been directing politics in this world from the beginning of the Church age. Scripture often likens woman unto cities when they are viewed religiously. That is why she is pictured as a woman. Gen 11 tells us of the plain of Shinar and that is the location of Babylon. Here it is called Babel. They mean the exact same thing which is confusion. It tells us of the religiousness. Let us build a tower which will reach unto heaven.

God will proceed to punish those nations. He will also destroy the national system, the world empire, the satanic counterfeit of Christ’s holy Kingdom. As was the case here in Genesis, He will take a hand in these affairs. The Scripture will be fulfilled. Re 11:15 The kingdoms of this world have become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever. 
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We must be reminded in Genesis 11 we are in the age of Human Government. Man, always wants to be independent of God. Satan is the age-long enemy of God and that all through the course of human history he has been opposed God. He is always seeking to secure power. Satan is an imitator, and always counterfeiting the ways and things of the Lord. God’s purposes for this earth are to be realized and completed in a man, “the man Christ Jesus” who will reign over it as King of kings and Lord of lords. Satan’s designs will also head up in a man, “the man of Sin, the antichrist” who will for a short season reign over the earth. This man will be, primarily, energized by Satan himself (2 Thessalonians 2:9). In Genesis 10, we had Nimrod. He reminds of the false prophet who will cause all the earth to run after and worship the first beast, the man of sin, the antichrist of whom it is said, “Even him whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders” (2 Thessalonians 2:9). Nimrod was a “hunter” (Genesis 10:9), probably a hunter of men. In Psalm 5:6 he is designated “the bloody and deceitful man.” 

Nimrod was a king and  the beginning of his kingdom was Babel (Genesis 10:10), and, as we see in Daniel 11:36 the Antichrist is also termed “king.” Nimrod’s headquarters were in Babylon, see Genesis 10:10 and 11:1-9; so also, we find the Man of Sin (antichrist is called “the king of Babylon” (Isaiah 14:4), and in Revelation 17:3-5 he is connected with “mystery Babylon.” Nimrod’s supreme ambition and desire was to make to himself a name. He had a desire for fame. This is “Pride.” It was his ambition which brought about his downfall. The Man of Sin will be fully possessed by Satan; therefore,  he will have an unquenchable pride which will possess him. It is this Satanic selfishness which will cause him to oppose God. He wants to exalt himself above all that is called God. He wants to be the Head. Nimrod was a descendant of Ham, through Cush;

Nimrod began to be mighty, which seems to suggest the idea that he struggled for the dominance, and by mere force of will obtained it. Finally, we observe that he “began to be mighty in the earth.” This  appears to be that of overthrow. He became a leader and ruler over men. The first nine verses of chapter 11 is the first mention of Babel, and like the first mention of anything in Scripture it demands careful consideration. In the language of that time Babel meant “the gate of God” but afterwards, because of the judgments which God inflicted there, it came to mean “Confusion,” and from here onwards this is its meaning. The Holy Spirit here gives us Nimrod who organized not only a government over which he presided as king, but that he instituted a new and idolatrous worship. This is what the antichrist will yet do. 

Nimrod demanded and received honors; and here we have the introduction of idolatry. Here, again, we learn the first mention of anything in Scripture defines its future scope; from this point Babylon in Scripture stands for that which is in opposition to God and His people. Also note; it was a Babylonish garment (Joshua 7:21) which led to the first sin in the promised land, while from Revelation 17 we learn that Romanism, which will gather into itself the whole of apostate Christendom, is termed “Mystery Babylon.” Genesis 10:11, 12 Out of that land he went forth into Assyria and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah, and Resen, between Nineveh and Calah; the same is a great city. From these statements we gather the impression that Nimrod’s ambition was to establish a world-empire. 
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Nimrod is not mentioned at all in Genesis 11, but from the statements made in the previous chapter 10, we learn that he was the “chief” and “king” which organized and headed the movement and rebellion described here. Nimrod’s ambition was to establish a world-empire. To accomplish this two things were necessary. First, a center of unity, a city headquarters; and second, a motive for the encouragement and inspiration of his followers. He said “let us make us a name.” Nimrod’s aim was to keep mankind all together under his own leadership. He did not want them scattered. The idea of the “tower” seems to be that of strength; a stronghold. Another crisis had arrived in the history of the world. Once again, the human race was guilty of the sin of apostasy. (taking on another Head other than Christ). 

God intervened, and brought Nimrod’s schemes to nothing by confounding the speech of the people. He scattered them throughout the earth. Here was one of the mightiest and most far-reaching miracles of history. There is no parallel until the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost when another miracle of “tongues” was performed. (The spiritual language). The effects of God’s intervention was the beginning of the different nations and after the destruction of the Tower of Babel, we get the formation of the “world” as we now have it. 
To sum up. With Nimrod and his schemes, we see Satan’s initial attempt to raise up a universal ruler of men. Then by his desire for fame, and with the mighty power which he wielded his ruthless and brutal methods, which was suggested by the word “hunter” no one dare come against him. Then and by his blatant defiance of the God, (seen in his disregard for God’s command to replenish the earth,) and by determining to prevent the people from being scattered abroad.  He founded of the kingdom of Babylon; (the Gate of God); and taking to himself Divine honors, he was defiant of God. Notice: the Holy Spirit has placed the record of these things immediately before the inspired account of God’s bringing Abraham into Canaan. This we will see in Chapter 12, The call of Abraham.

Personally: At Babel, human efforts to replace God ironically had the reverse effect, as they often do today. When we ignore God’s commands, we ultimately invite confusion and frustration into our lives. The Tower of Babel illustrates how humans can confuse bigness with importance of His word. In striving for significance  and bigness apart from God, we will get farther from God. When we prioritize our own ways over God’s, we risk losing sight of His divine plan. Like the people of Babel, people today want to build their own way to heaven. They think if they are religious enough, they can get to heaven. But there is only one way; God has to come down to us. He meets us where we are at. The tower of Babel isn’t just about a tower some people built. It’s all about pride, rebellion, and getting away from God’s word. The importance of being obedient to God’s word is our everything. The tower itself can symbolize human attempts to reach God through human efforts, as opposed to relying on divine guidance and humility. It serves as a reminder that true spiritual elevation comes from a humble and obedient relationship with God first. 
