Genesis 12 Cont – Covenants – Stopping Short of Canaan
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Ge 12:3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. This applies to Israel but it also applies to God’s spiritual seed who is the new creation. That is us! The Word of God is the Book of Covenants. There are 6 covenants. 1. Adamic Covenant, 2. Noahic Covenant, 3. Abrahamic Covenant, 4. Mosaic Covenant, 5. Davidic Covenant, and 6. The New Covenant. There are also two other covenants which were a part of the Mosaic covenant. The Palestinian Covenant, - repetition or renewal of the Mosaic covenant; and the Salt covenant. We are in a covenant relationship with God. A covenant is a disposition. It is a contract. It is also translated a testament. We have the New Testament or we could say this is the New Covenant. The covenant is between God and man. God only initiates the covenants. Man does not initiate a covenant with God as we will discover.

Why did God give these covenants, the duration, purpose and the sign of these covenants? The first covenant mentioned in scripture is the God initiates the covenants. 
ADAMIC COVENANT
The first covenant of the Bible is found in Genesis 2:16,17. God made it with Adam. The only requirement of Adam was that he should not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
The purpose of the covenant was (on the positive side) to teach man obedience to God; and (on the negative side) to keep him from sin and death. This covenant lasted until Adam ate of the forbidden fruit and was cast out of the garden.
NOAHIC COVENANT
This covenant was between God and Noah and “your seed after you and with every living creature that is with you” Genesis 9:8-17. The Nature of the covenant was that there would be no more universal floods. Its duration is everlasting. It is also universal. The covenant Sign is the Rainbow. Note Genesis 8:21, 22. Here is another of God’s promises given at this time “while the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat and summer, and winter, and day and night shall not cease.” The purpose of this covenant was to assure man that God would never again destroy the whole world with a flood.
ABRAHAMIC COVENANT
Abraham was a descendant of Shem one of the sons of Noah. This covenant surpasses the Noahic covenant. It is a covenant that we are enjoying today. Ge 17:2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. These verses are the Abrahamic covenant.  Notice God takes all the responsibility upon Himself in this and all covenants. This covenant was given to Abraham and his descendants which we are included. It is renewed with Isaac in Ge 26:2-5 and it is renewed with Jacob in Ge 28:13-14. 

Page 2
How did Abraham receive these blessings? It was by grace through faith; by faith. It is an everlasting covenant. Then what is the basis of this covenant? The basis is Calvary. It is upon the sacrifice and shed blood of Jesus Christ. Ge 22:17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, (Church)  and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; (Israel) and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. Who are the stars of heaven and who is the sand of the sea? There are two distinct parties that are blessed, the stars of heaven and the sands of the seashore. Stars tell us of the Church’s blessings that we enjoy today which is in the heavens described in Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. Notice it is in the seed shall possess the gate of his enemies, seed is talking about Christ. Our only victory over any enemy is in Christ Himself. 

Its duration is an everlasting covenant and it is received by grace through faith. Who is the ultimate seed of Abraham in God’s mind? Those who are born again, the new creation life. The seed that God was referenced here was none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the seed of Abraham. Jesus Christ is the One that brought all the blessings to us. Ge17:8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. This is the inheritance to Israel; they are referred to the sands of the seashore. There inheritance includes the present land of Canaan. Believers are depicted as the stars of the heavens. Our inheritance is spiritual, in the heavens, not the physical earth. But many Christians are stopping short of Canaan just as some of Israel did. But God will have a remnant of Israel. Isa 10:21 The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. 22 For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness.

Stopping Short of Canaan Number 32
The Canaanites: These were the children of Canaan, the son of Ham. Noah cursed this son. His name means “merchant.” One who seeks to entice men to buy his wares. In Ephesians, we are exhorted “to stand against all the wiles of the devil;” for he is a Canaanite. He lays down before us all the glory of this world, that we may buy his goods at the devastating price of the loss of our inheritance. And the devil is not alone. Canaan had a large offspring. There are many “ites” in this land. They covered the land of promise, and they had great cities, “walled up to heaven.” They were intrenched there. They were giants. These answer to “the principalities and powers in the heavenlies,” or also “the world rulers of this darkness.” Satan and his princes work thru the evil in a world that is under their sway. Darkness is in their power. It is their dominion. And our armor is “the armor of light.” These Canaanites did not take kindly to Israel. They considered them intruders and treated them as such. They did not yield possession without a desperate struggle.
Background: Nu 13:1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, everyone a ruler among them. Nu 13:21 So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath. Nu 13:23 And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs. 
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Nu 13:25 And they returned from searching of the land after forty days. Nu 13:27 And they told him, (Moses) and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it. 28 Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.
29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. 30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. 31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. Nu 14:1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.
 
2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! ***They want to go back to the world. (Egypt). Nu 14:6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes: 7 And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 9 Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not.
 10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of Israel. ****The Lord wanted to kill these people, but Moses intercedes: Nu 14:15 Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying, 16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness.

Nu 14:22 Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice; 23 Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it: 24 But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it. Nu 14:29 Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me, 30 Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.
 31 But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have despised. 32 But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. Notice that this was their land for eternity. Israel had no apparent title to it except that which the Word of God gave to them and that to Abraham to His seed. The Lord claimed it and counted the Canaanites as usurpers of His land. In Joshua. The Lord commanded Joshua to be strong and of good courage, that He, Jehovah, would be with him and “that no man would be able to stand against him,” as Joshua, went on in obedience to the Lord. 
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The very same is true for us of the heavenlies which answer to the land of Canaan. It is ours only because God has said it. Satan still claims it and wants to hold it in his iron grasp. He has had possession for ages, and it would be strange if he surrendered it without a fight. It is no marvel that he “transforms himself into an angel of light.” He is the epitome of darkness.  He wants to deceive even the very elect if he could. He wants to persuade whoever he can to build up something great in the world so that they will be satisfied with their possessions here. He does not want us to invade his princely realm. He will not put up much of a fight until we rise up and begin to enter our spiritual Canaan. He will never resist us while we “walk as men.” We may do all the good works we desire; feed the poor, clothe the hungry, build hospitals and even fine churches with towers. Satan will let us organize, count our great numbers, exalt ourselves in any way we desire and he will not disturb us, if we will only allow him to remain undisturbed in possession of the heavenlies. Now the third heaven is where Christ is seated. This is not the place where Satan resides. The place that we are talking about is where principalities and powers reside. It is the second heaven. The devil has successfully blinded many of God’s true saints by the glitter of the world (Egypt). They have inspected his goods and they have found them too desirable to resist. 

Satan has many snares to keep the Lord’s people out of their portion in the heavenlies. He just wants us to busy with the good things and we will reject the perfect will of God. Just stay on the wilderness side looking at all the provisions that the Lord has provided in Canaan but never making them practical. Paul tells us that the believers’ spiritual blessings are “in the heavenlies.” Christians have their “citizenship” in heaven (Phil 3:20). We are “partakers of the heavenly calling” (Heb. 3:1). They have been begotten to an inheritance which is “reserved in heaven” for them (1 Pet. 1:4). Christ is the Lord from heaven, a heavenly man (1 Cor. 15:47-48); therefore, being blessed in and together with Him we are blessed with heavenly blessings and raised up to heavenly places in Him (Eph. 2:6). What do the words “in Christ” signify? They mean “in union with Him.” Israel’s downfall and occupation of the land of Canaan present to us a typical picture of the Christian’s warfare and present enjoyment of our spiritual inheritance. That warfare is many-sided. 

We are living in a day of such gross darkness and ignorance that even Christians, do not have any scriptural concept of the kind of enemies which the saint is called upon to conquer. From the time they came out of Egypt, God’s purpose for Israel was to reach Canaan and settle there. They did not realize this hope until forty years after they left Egypt, because of their unbelief. 
Israel had come up to the land of Canaan but some would not go into possess it. They stopped short of Canaan and stayed on the wilderness side. Nu 32:5 Wherefore, said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan. They wanted to stay on the wilderness side. Only Joshua and Caleb wanted to possess it. So, Israel stopped short of Canaan. They wanted the wilderness side as opposed to the fruitful portion that God had given to Abraham and to his seed. 

V32:1They had a great multitude of cattle and they saw that the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead was a place for cattle. Sometimes today, people will look on the “convenient way” as the will of God. It reminds us of Lot, who beheld the plain of Jordan and decided that it looked just like the garden of the Lord (Gen. 13:10). They see all the provisions in Canaan but they stay on the wilderness side and never enter into the land to practically acquire them. They do not let the 
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Word of God dictate their decision. This tells of Christians who have a measure of spirituality and enjoy a certain amount of spiritual inheritance, but they do not enjoy God’s full provision and purpose for them because they do make them practical by the word of God. Consider the meanings of just a few names on the wilderness side of Canaan in verse 3. Ataroth means “crowns,” but being on the wilderness side of Jordan, reflects the crown of the world, not the heavenlies. Dibon, “sufficiency of knowledge,” expresses man’s worldly knowledge, rather than deep spiritual knowledge of Christ. Beon means “indwelling” and refers to the dwelling of Baal. If men do not lay hold of the goodness of Canaan, they are in some measure, subjected to the influence of another lord. Moses is actually incensed by the request to remain on the wilderness side. In Nu 32:5 Wherefore, said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan. V6 Moses says, Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here? 

**** There were two and a half tribes that did not want to go into the land of Canaan. Think how terrible that was, but today there are more than that who do not want to lay hold of their place in the heavens because they have listened to other messages which tell them they will be alright just to remain where they are at. They say you don’t have to overcome; you don’t have to do anything; it has all been provided. These 2 ½ tribes did not want to go into the land of Canaan because they liked what they saw in the wilderness. They wanted to have their inheritance there in the wilderness. They were Rueben, Gad and the ½ tribe of Manasseh. These are the ones that are satisfied with earthly blessings. They never do appropriate their wealth in Christ. Sad to say, many today have their vision filled with only natural treasure and blessing from the Lord. Their lives are ofttimes too filled with their many battles, but the end result will be only a temporal inheritance. They are content to remain in the wilderness side of Jordan and inherit there. They do not appreciate or practically lay hold of the spiritual riches that we have in Christ in the heavenlies. 

God gave them a decree here and said alright you can inherit on this side of the Jordan in the wilderness, but there is one thing that you must do. You must go forth to battle and you must help all the children of Israel to lay hold of their inheritance and fight the battles (practical) and after everyone is settled, then you can come back to your own inheritance. They agreed. Nu 32:17 But we ourselves will go ready armed before the children of Israel, until we have brought them unto their place: and our little ones shall dwell in the fenced cities because of the inhabitants of the land. **** Here is the important thing for us to realize. These people had the same battles that those of Israel that went into the land of Canaan, but they did not receive the benefit of it. If we choose to remain on the wilderness side, don’t think we are exempt from the battle. We will go through the battles and it will not be a bed of roses. The only difference is that we will still be involved in the battle and possibly with much hurt, and the only difference is that we will not receive any of the blessings of that battle. So, if we are going to have the battle, let’s get something out of it. Let us reap the wonderful harvest and the blessings that God has prepared for us in Christ Jesus. How sad, Christians are having all kinds of troubles today and really not getting anything out of them. Remember the ones who stayed on the wilderness side saw the provisions of God.  Nu 13:23 And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs.
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It is not enough to admire the provisions from the wilderness side and do nothing. It is rather interesting that all inheritances on the wilderness side of Jordan were given by Moses. Anything given on the other side of Jordan, in Canaan, was given by Joshua. This simply means that (Moses representing) the law can never give a spiritual inheritance, Moses being typical of the law, and Canaan typical of spiritual blessings. Moses is also typical of Christ in death, the deliverer from Egypt. Christ in resurrection is pictured by Joshua. Until we realize that we have been delivered from bondage and death by Jesus our Redeemer, can we come into the practical realization and enjoyment of our spiritual inheritance in Canaan. The very best that can be obtained in the wilderness cannot approach the beauty and glory of Canaan Land. 

Those that went into Canaan in Jos 5:11 And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the Passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day.*** The old corn of the land tells us of the meat of the word. Then to contrast this in Jos 5:12 And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna anymore; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. ***When we begin to take our place in the heavenlies, we don’t have need of baby food any longer. We begin to take of the old corn of the land, the word of God for ourselves. We are not those that would feed us every wind of doctrine and take it in hook line and sinker. That is what the enemy would want. That old corn signifies that we learn to live in a practical way by the resurrection life of Christ, because old corn signifies exactly that, resurrection life. We are not remaining on the wilderness side. In order to overcome Satan we must eat the old corn of the land; the word of God. Manna or baby food wont due any more. The spiritual application is that only the resurrection of Jesus Christ can overcome the devil. It is as we take our place in the heavens.

We cannot settle short of God’s full provision which includes our practically crossing the Jordan and taking our place in the heavenlies, living in the resurrection power of Christ. Num 33:50-53. Crossing the Jordan revealed a mighty miracle, but it also took them into a hostile land. The parallel is the same in our lives as we realize, by experience, that He hath raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 2:6). We live by resurrection power and life, but the land before us is a land of powerful enemies. We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers. In the heavenlies our primary battle is against Satanic forces, but be it ever remembered, the devil will use the flesh against us. He can never touch the new creation, but he can get to us through the flesh, if we allow him to do so. 
How this pertains to us.
Some insist that God is willing to do all our fighting for us and He has provided everything for us. There is a half-truth in this, and carried to extremes it becomes error. The half truth is that the child of God has no inherent strength of his own: says Christ to His disciples, “Without me, ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). Yet this does not mean that we are to be merely passive, or that the ideal state in this life is simply to do nothing.  There is also a positive, an active, aggressive side to the Christian life, which calls for the putting forth of our utmost actions, the use of every faculty, a personal and intelligent co-operation with Christ. There is little of “the victorious life” teaching which denies the Christian’s responsibility. It is lopsided. While some emphasize one aspect of truth provisionally, they ignore other aspects of our practical walk which are important. God’s Word declares that saints are to “Cleanse themselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit” (2 Cor. 7:1) and to “keep themselves unspotted from the world” (James 1:27).  
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We are exhorted to “overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). Are these not the practical side of our walk with the Lord. Therefore, those that deny that a Christian is not called upon to engage in a warfare with the flesh, the world, and the Devil, is to deny many plain Scriptures. “Fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). We are called upon to engage in a warfare. The Christian life is to be lived out on the battlefield. We may not like it, we may wish that it were otherwise, but so has God ordained. And our worst enemy and our most dangerous enemy, is self, that “old man” which ever wants his way, which rebels against the “yoke” of Christ  “the new man.”  Our circumstances are the battleground. The “flesh” is never satisfied with the “circumstances” in which God places us, but always wants to change them, or get into another set other than what we are now in. It was with Israel of old.  The “circumstances” into which God had brought the children of Israel was the wilderness, and they murmured, and wished they were back in Egypt.  And that is written as a warning for us!  

The tendency of circumstances is to bind our hearts to the earth: when prosperous, to make us satisfied with things: when adversity hits, to make us complain over or covet the things which we do not have.  Nothing but the exercise of real faith can lift our hearts above circumstances, for faith looks away from all things seen, so that the heart delights itself and finds its peace and joy in the Lord (Psalm 37:4).  This is never easy to any of us; it is always a fight, and only Divine grace (diligently sought) can give us the victory.  Those that remained on the wilderness side of Canaan saw all the provisions in the land but were not willing take possession. People today hear a message that says, you don’t have to do anything which cause them to be complacent. But Paul told us, “Fight the good fight of faith.” We are to use the Sword of the Spirit, the word of God; and, victory is obtained on our knees. We must seek grace to fight the good fight of faith. This is also part or practical walk through our overcoming life.


It is for this reason that Paul writes to Ephesian saints that Satan would try to overcome and destroy the heavenly warrior. It is Paul's writings alone which give as the scope and fulness of the heavenlies, in which he affirms, God raised us up together with Christ and made us sit together with Him - Eph. 2:6.
In Ephesians we have the highest Christian truth. In Ephesians we are over the Jordan, in the land of Canaan, and laying hold of our heavenly blessings (Eph. 1:3), the truth of the Mystery, and the counsels of God concerning His Son. Not only are we risen with Christ (a truth found in Colossians) but we are seated with Him in heavenly places – a higher position than is found anywhere else in the Word of God! Furthermore, we find too that we are in the New Creation; God’s workmanship, “created in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:10). We encounter opposition from the enemy (Eph. 6), and need to put on the whole armor of God in order to stand against the wiles of the Devil. This is accomplished by putting into practice the provisions that God has provided to us.


