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Ge 13:1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai; 4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and there Abram called on the name of the LORD. 5 And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together. In our last chapter (12) we followed Abraham from Ur of Chaldea to Haran, and from Haran to Canaan. We saw that after he had arrived in the land to which God called him, a famine arose, and Abraham was accompanied by Lot. They took refuge in Egypt. Our present study reveals some of the results of Abraham’s trial. 

While God, in faithfulness and grace, restored Abraham after he wandered where he should not have gone. Yet the effects of his departure from the path of faith were revealed soon afterwards and continued to bother him the rest of his days. The principle of sowing and reaping is a universal application and is true of believers equally as much as unbelievers. Two things Abraham got from his stay in Egypt, each of which were a hindrance and curse. In the end both they were overruled by God for His own glory. During their stay in Egypt, Sarah took unto her the maid, Hagar. Hagar was from Egypt (the world). The strife, the jealousy, and the trouble which Hagar caused in Abraham’s household is well known. The peak of it all being seen in Ishmael (Hagar’s son) when he was “mocking Isaac” (Genesis 21:9). Then later Abraham had to remove him from his tent. This trouble is seen in Ge 16:3 And Sara, Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband, Abram, to be his wife. 

Also in Ge 21:9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking. 10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 11 And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son. The second thing which Abraham seems to have gotten in Egypt was great earthly possessions. Ge 13:1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. This is the first time we read of Abraham’s cattle. It is very significant that shortly afterwards these very flocks and herds became the strife between him and his nephew Lot.  Also notice, it is the first mention of “riches” in Scripture. 1Ti 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. “And Lot also, which went with Abraham, had flocks, and herds, and tents” (Genesis 13:5). 
But we hear nothing of Lot since he left Haran, but he appears to have gone with Abraham wherever he went. Throughout Scripture, we find the Holy Spirit frequently brings together two men of widely different character and placing them in association so that we might learn lessons. This is for our teaching and we can glean much. Abel and Cain, Moses and Aaron, Samuel and Saul, David and Solomon, are well known examples of this principle. In almost every respect Lot compares unfavorably with Abraham. Abraham walked by faith, Lot by sight. Abraham was generous and noble; Lot greedy and worldly. 
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Abraham looked for a city whose builder and maker was God; Lot made his home in a city that was built by man and destroyed by God. Abraham was the father of all who believe; Lot was father of those whose name is a continuous dishonor. (Moabites and Ammonites) Abraham was made “heir of the world” (Romans 4:3), while the curtain falls upon Lot with all his possessions destroyed in Sodom, and himself dwelling in a cave. Ge 19:30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. The history of Lot is a tragic one and for that reason full of “warning” for us especially when we are approaching the end of this age. Ge 13:6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together. 7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land.

How often “strife” between kinsmen has been brought about by earthly possessions and wealth. The record is very brief, but there is no doubt who was to blame. The following conduct of Lot and the Lord’s rewarding of Abraham indicate plainly that it was Lot who was in the wrong. Lot had brought with him out of Egypt something else besides herds and flocks. He had contracted its spirit and acquired a taste for its “fleshpots.” Ge 13:8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 9 Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.

Abraham foresaw there was danger of a falling out between himself and his nephew. He thought of friction between brethren, and he proposed that they should separate. This is wisdom which is from above. It is first pure and then peaceable. In spirit, Abraham carried out the letter of the Divine warning: “As much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” The proposal made by Abraham to his nephew was very generous. Lot in his greed, took full advantage of it. Ge 13:10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other.

Notice, Lot lifted up his eyes and beheld. In other words, he preferred to walk by sight, rather than by faith. How impossible then for Lot to remain with Abraham! How can two walk together except they be agreed? 1Jo 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. Abraham saw Him who is invisible, our Lord by faith, while Lot’s heart was set upon the things of which he sees, the here and now with these natural eyes. It was impossible to live together. When Lot lifted up his eyes; this was the starting of an outwardly decline which ended in shame. The Eye-gate is one of the avenues through which temptations attack the soul. Walking by sight is the cause of most of our failures and sorrows. Our focus is on circumstances. So it was at the beginning in Ge 3:6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
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Mark, the confession of Achan as we look at another reference in Jos 7:21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it. How significant the order here I saw, I coveted, I took! So it was with Lot: first he lifted up his eyes and beheld, and then he “chose him.” How significant are the closing words of Ge 13:10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere.... Even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. This shows us that Lot was still attached to “Egypt” in his heart. But how true it is that “the Lord seeth not as man seeth” (1 Samuel 16:7)! To the worldly eye of Lot all the plain appeared “well-watered and as the garden of the Lord,” but to the holy eye of the Lord the cities of the plain were peopled by those who were “wicked sinners before the Lord. Ge 13:13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly. This shows us what it was that His eyes dwelt upon. 

When Lot separated from Abraham, Lot pitched his tent in the direction of Sodom, but shortly afterwards he moved to that wicked city. He surrendered his tent life, the life of a pilgrim, for city life, and became one of its inhabitants. Maybe he intended to convert the wicked people; for we are told that he was vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds.) 2 Peter 2:7, 8. But how many did he influence for good? Not one. The pull was all the other way. He was carried in the downward current like any other dead fish. He himself was only saved so as by fire. I Cor. 3:15. A Christian cannot toy with such things. Be careful for what we listen to or we will be sucked right into it. No matter how pretty it looks or how syrupy it becomes, It will harm you spiritually. It is like blood to a tiger; you may flee it too late. For though a Christian’s life is secure in Christ, he will lose all reward.

Paul tells us 1Ti 6:5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. Then again in Ro 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. Peter says; 2Pe 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.
Paul warns the Corinthian saints: 2Co 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. This is not unbelievers; these were Christians that they must separate from.

The various downward steps in the course of Lot are marked out. First, he lifted up his eyes and beheld. Second, he chose him all the plain of Jordan. He chose this place because it appeared to be the most fertile and well-watered land. He wanted the easy way. There are many today will stay right where they are at because no one likes conflict. It is easier if I just stay where I am at and not make waves. Even if it compromising the Truth. Third, he “separated” himself from Abraham. Fourth, he “dwelt in the cities of the plain.” Fifth, he “pitched his tent toward Sodom.” Sixth, he “dwelt in Sodom” (Genesis 14:12). Finally, we see him as an alderman of Sodom, seated in its “gate” (Genesis 19:1) and his daughters wedded to men of Sodom.
Page 4
Behold how great a fire a little matter kindleth. From a lifting up of the eyes to behold the land and seeking pasture for his flocks, to becoming an official in the city of wickedness! Like leprosy, sin has often a seemingly small beginning, but how rapid its spread, how loathsome its issue, how dreadful its end! Ga 5:9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. ***Paul is not talking about immoral conduct. The leaven he is talking about is the erroneous teaching it will leaven the whole lump. Christendom been leavened with false brethren. What did Lot gain by his separation from Abraham and sojourn in Sodom? Nothing at all. Instead of gaining, he was the loser. The men of Sodom were “wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly” and Lot was “vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked. 2 Peter 2:7, 8 For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds.

Chapter 14
Remember, Lot chose that place. It was not God’s will for him; therefore, he got into trouble. War was in the vicinity and he was soon mixed up in its conflict. Four kings (number of the world), were in a combination against another combine of kings, five (the number of the senses of man). We are confronted here with a most marvelous type. In these four kings named first, we have the religious element of the world figured. The one king was of Shinar, or Babylon. These were displayed to put down the outwardly wicked element of the world. This is the one who lives by his appetites and emotions. There is constant strife between the two; for the one insists that man must have a religion, even if it has to be forced upon him. The meaning of the names of these kings with their cities: Amraphel; the first of the religious kings, signifies, darkness. 

He represents the devil who is transformed into an angel of light, deceiving even the elect, if possible.  The enemy will deceive even with partial truth. Oh, that person said some scripture but it if it is mixed with error; mixture is deadly. Arioch means lion-like, and it tells of his power, the power of darkness. Chedorlaomer means Binding the sheaves, and it speaks of the end of this combination of wickedness. The tares shall be bound together in bundles and burned. Tidal, king of nations, signifies, cast out from above; emphasizing the judgment of the wicked enemy, Satan. He has been the source of the sowing of the seeds of wickedness which are manifested later as the tares. These four kings speak of the false religious world powers banded together in the world.

The first king of the second group is Bera, and it means in the evil. He was king of Sodom, which means fetter. Birsha, means wickedness, and he is king of Gomorrah, which means bondage. He was as a twin brother. They both tell us of the mastery of sin over the natural man. He is held captive (fetter) and does not even want deliverance (Bondage) from its power. Shinah, means his father’s tooth, and it tells us of the biting and devouring of the old creation. His city is Admah, which means earthly. Shemeber, means the name of wing, and it refers to the speed of sin’s operation and its increase. Zeboim, means hyenas, and it speaks of the cruelty of sin. It reigns and its wages is death. And there was the city of Bela,  which means swallowing, or bringing low. It emphasizes the fact that death is not all, but after death, there is the judgment for the unbeliever. Refer Psalm 9:17 to The wicked shall be turned into hell and all the nations which forget God.
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These two groups are both of Satan (4 kings and 5 kings against each other) and both opposed to God and the Truth; but they are at war with each other. The first coalition of 4 kings appears to gain the victory over the five kings. We read that they served Chedoriaomer twelve years, but as he began to take more authority and exert more power over them, they rebelled. Today men are putting on a sanctified appearance. They are getting whitewashed, joining some religious services. It looks good to the carnally-minded. But many Christians are lukewarm and will be taken captive in its snare. Ro 16:18 …. by good words and fair speeches, they deceive the hearts of the simple. God will burn these works up in His own good time, even as He burned Sodom and Gomorrah.  Ge 14:11 And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way. 12 And they took Lot, Abraham’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. Lot was taken captive in the fight between the kings. Abraham is living and enjoying himself in peace and quietness, not a bit concerned at the awful condition of the people. Abraham was in the will of God. Lot was unnecessarily grieving himself about these conditions. His place was never in Sodom; but through self-will he was mixed up in its methods, while his uncle was up in the place of fatness (Mamre) enjoying himself with the Lord. He was not vexed with anything. 

Yet though Lot lost all his goods and seems to have been in danger of losing his life but for the intercession of Abraham. But this experience failed to teach Lot the evil of being associated with the world, but he recovered his freedom and but only to return unto Sodom. So, what is man? What a shame that even God’s divine dealings are insufficient to move his heart.
Ge 14:13 And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram. There came one that had escaped and told Abram, the Hebrew. The word Hebrew signifies one passing through. He was a pilgrim and a stranger. The world was not his home. He looked for another city, one that hath foundations whose Builder and Maker is God. He was a witness in Canaan that there is a living God. He believed God and He obeyed Him. The secret of obedience is faith. He is a wonderful figure of a Full overcomer. 

He is one that we can truly follow. He was a pioneer of progress in Divine things. He plowed the fields and made a way in the wilderness of doubts and uncertainty for us to follow. That we the weak and wavering might walk in the way of faith. Abraham was able to deliver Lot from the captivity when he was taken. Abraham was a pilgrim on the earth; therefore, he had power with God. He ran to the help of Lot. He took with him the servants born in his house, which tells us of the fruitfulness of faith; and these servants were ready for the battle. Many lukewarm Christians, typified by Lot, do not realize that they are captive to the mind of the flesh, and caught up in religiousness. They think that they are free and are doing what they want to do; but not so. They are influenced and intoxicated by the religious spirit of this evil age, which is dominated and controlled by the devil. Spiritual saints are sometimes unable to tell them the truth of their condition, for these carnal ones cannot bear it. They are deeply offended if we declare the truth of God’s word. Abraham was no reformer; he was separated from all humanitarian endeavors and he was the one whom God used to liberate Lot. Abraham pursued the kings and overcame them. 
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Ge 14:14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. 15 And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. 16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people. Lot is brought back to his home, but note, he does not seem to desire to come to Bethel. The possibility of entering into Abraham’s inheritance is denied him. He probably does not even desire it. Spirituality is not gained in one day or through one battle. It is a growth, and a daily walking with the Lord. Here is where Lot failed and lost his great opportunity. And yet there are many who refuse to live on the resurrection side of the Cross, it means a hidden, persecuted, obscure life, to which we are not naturally inclined. Most folks have stayed on the wilderness side and refused to cross the Jordan into spiritual Canaan. They see the provisions, some from afar off; but they will not make them practical in their lives. These people do not seem to be aware that they are rejecting the narrow way of the Cross and choosing to save their lives in this world or they remain in the religiousness. The day will come when they will awaken to the fact that the people whom they judged as wrong and despised them, are those whom the Lord truly loves and uses. They are the full overcomers. They live a separated life; in the world, but not of it. 

Satan comes immediately to Abraham with a temptation. He had just won a great victory. This is when we have accomplished something of great service and obtained a good report. We have been a good witness, and now we have a great temptation. It is at such a time that we are weakest and more easily a prey to Satan’s attacks. We feel good, elated with the progress we have made, with the work done, the battle won, the victory achieved. Satan, in the person of Sodom’s king, comes out to meet Abraham; “V17 after the slaughter of Chedorlaomer and the kings.” Here we are informed of the magnitude of the battle. It was a slaughter. But the Lord knew of all this and He had great care for His dear friend. Before the king of Sodom arrives to tempt Abraham, even as he is yet on the way, Melchisedek, king of Salem, met him with bread and wine. It is noted that he is “priest of the Most High God.” He is typical of our great High Priest, Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 7:1-3. He met Abraham at that critical point and blessed him saying, “Blessed be Abraham of the Most High God, Possessor of heaven and earth. And blessed be the Most High God who hath delivered thine enemies into thy hands.” The priest strengthens him with bread and wine, figures of Christ’s death and resurrection, and with the mighty power filling Word. The man who is blessed by the Most High God, needs no favors of man. He knows God’s favor upon him. So, he turns away from all the bribes and rewards of Satan without one regret. Such a man acknowledges God in all his ways. His faith makes him impenetrable to all the seductions of Satan. If he has won a great victory; if he has gathered a great spoil; if he has delivered the poor and needy from the enemy; God receives all the glory. He continually boasts in the enabling of the grace of God, taking no honor to himself.

It is the absence of faith in God’s Word, unbelief in His protection and power, that makes saints scramble after the things of the world and bow down to the folks that have the money, many of whom are not even the people of God. But not so with Abraham, the pioneer of faith! He acknowledged the High Priest and His superior place by giving Him tithes of all he possessed. 
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Now Abraham is ready for the king of Sodom. He is protected against temptation, for he has heard from God, and has been strengthened by Him. And though he is given the choice of keeping all the goods which he has taken from the enemy, he refuses the offer. Ge 14:22 And Abraham said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 23 That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abraham rich: 24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.

He is not afraid to tell the reason either, but boldly declares his faith. I have lifted up my hand unto Lord, the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take a thread nor a shoe-latchet, nor aught that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abraham rich. This is victory indeed! He will owe the flesh nothing. God is his Backer and he desires that no man may be able to take credit for making Abraham rich. The Mighty God fills his vision, so the greatest of kings has no influence over him. We admire his stand. He has courage and faith. He is learning from God and going on from strength to strength. May we imitate him. He had the victory of Christ! He is the Author and Finisher of faith. He refused the kingdoms of this world from the hands of Satan. He will take no honor except from His Father’s hand. 




