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Ge 17:1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. The Apostle Paul refers to this period in the Abram’s life as that time when Abram’s body was dead. Ro 4:19-24 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: (that is, he did not take it into account), nor the deadness of Sarai's womb. He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God, being fully persuaded that what He had promised He was able also to perform; and therefore, his faith was imputed to him for righteousness. 

In Gen. 15:6, it was at least 14 years earlier that it had been written that Abram believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. While it was true that Abram was justified the very moment when he first believed, Just as we are. Yet he did not consider his body dead at that time. Ishmael was born later, from Hagar, and we can contrast that with the power of God that will be later demonstrated in the birth of Isaac. It is to this later time that the Apostle Paul refers in his tribute of Abraham's life-giving faith. We behold again the matchless grace of God in His dealings with the father of all them that believe. Thirteen years had elapsed (see Genesis 17:25) since Abram, in his impatient unbelief had “hearkened to the voice of Sarah.” 

Abram was seventy-five years old when God’s call had come to leave home and kindred and to walk the highway of faith, and for practically twelve years he had endured seeing Him who is invisible. But at the age of eighty-six Abram turned aside from the path of faith and listened to the suggestion of Sarah to have a son by Hagar her Egyptian maid. And now another thirteen years pass, during which time there is no mention of any appearing of the Lord unto him. This interval is passed over in silence; it is a blank; it is a period of spiritual barrenness; apparently a season which brought forth nothing but wood, hay and stubble. This numeral thirteen are associated, respectively, with rebellion and impatient unbelief in resorting to carnal efforts instead of waiting upon God. And it will be found that thirteen is an evil number right through the Scriptures (see 1 Kings 7:1 and contrast Genesis 6:38; Esther 3:12, 13, etc.). The same is true where the number 13 is not specifically mentioned; for example, the marching of Israel thirteen times around Jericho; also the thirteen “judges” in the book of Judges, which is the book associated with Israel not obeying God. 

Note another 13; The Lord specifies thirteen of the evil characteristics and products of the depraved heart of man in Mr 7:21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. Note also that the word “dragon” is found exactly 13 times in the book of Revelation. Is that an accident? No! 
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Surely the number 13 is not without deep meaning that we learn there was an interval of just thirteen years between the incident mentioned in Genesis 16 and that recorded in Genesis 17, between Abram hearkening to the voice of Sarah and the Lord’s appearing to him anew, and that this interval is one of spiritual barrenness and is passed over in silence. But God gave him the gracious revelation at the close of this 13-year interval. But the question is: Why did Abram have to wait all this time before the Lord appeared to him again? Or why did so many years go by  before God reveals Himself once more for the promise of giving him Isaac? The answer is found in Ro 4:19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb:

It was because God was about to act in grace, and grace must be displayed in Abram and us when first we come to the end of ourself. This is when divine power is put forth. We must learn our own helplessness. Remember, not till Israel was driven to desperation and despair at the Red Sea did the word come, “Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.” So here. Not till Abram’s body was “dead” would God fulfill His word of Grace and give him a son. God’s opportunity does not come until man’s extremity is reached. This is a lesson we really need to take to heart, for it is of great practical importance. The Lord has a reason for all His delays. God not only does that which is right and best, but He always acts at the right and best time. Remember it was not until “the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman” (Galatians 4:4). This may be the explanation of what is a problem to many hearts? It is God’s delay in sending back His Son the second time. We ask how long Lord! We’ve been waiting! We are often tempted to ask like in; Jg 5:28 The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and cried through the lattice, Why is his chariot so long in coming? why tarry the wheels of his chariots?

Abram had to come to the end of his own strength before the power of God could be displayed. He was now called to walk before the Almighty God. He had been acquainted with Him as the Mighty One, his Helper, his Shield, and his Reward, which are all good; but there is more for him to know of God. He must know Him as the Almighty God; the God who is not only necessary; but who is more than enough. Not until now had he reached the limits of his own strength. Let us remember, in the measure we think we are strong, in that degree we limit God. He can only work in the fullest sense when we quit. The uneasiness of power in ourselves hinders God; but this, sad to say, is a lesson we are slow to learn. We think we know it all, when we agree with the truth; but then we must realize it takes a life-time making it practical. All the tests and trials of our Christian life are for the purpose of weakening our natural strength or withering our natural resources, so that we may be entirely dependent upon God. Therefore, God said to Paul, “My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9.

This is the way we learn the grace of God, even as our father Abraham. We too, must receive the sentence of death in ourselves that we may not trust in our natural strength; but in God who raiseth the dead. The Lord now repeats His promises to Abram; but notice that it is upon the ground of circumcision that they are established to him. What does this mean? It is only as a new creation that Abraham’s seed will inherit the blessings of the covenant of grace. Circumcision means a cutting away. This cutting away teaches us in the most powerful way the truth of the death of the old man. 
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Could God have spoken in plainer language? But, yet how few have ears to hear. Some only hear a theory. They refuse to have it carried out in their lives; because it hurts; it hurts our pride. We will not able to bring forth anything acceptable to God when we are identified with the old creation. Surely it hurts in the natural. In the spiritual sense, it is then that we truly rejoice, Phil. 3:3 We are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh. We have put off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ; for the Cross was where the type of circumcision was carried out. This was where the old creation was cut off in the purpose of God. The axe was laid at the root of the bad tree and it fell. All the glory of the old Adamic race passed away. When all our own efforts and fail we “cry unto the Lord in our trouble,” and “then” He brings us out of our distresses. From seventy-five, his age when he left Haran, to one hundred, when Isaac was born was a long time to wait, but the result was seen of the Lord’s wisdom. God has more than one reason for His delays. Often it is to test the faith of His children, to develop their patience, to bring them to the end of themselves. 

His delays are in order that when He does act His delivering power may be more plainly evident, that what He does may be more deeply appreciated, and He may be glorified. How patiently God stood with Abram! It was love that “suffered long” with Abram’s failings! It was love that persisted with him in spite of every drawback. It was love that now met him and promised to grant the desire of his heart in old age give him a son. For us Christians, it is Divine Love that still “suffers long” with each of us! Christians are not counted as being in the flesh by God’s reckoning. We are counted to be in Christ. As we have received Him by faith, so we should walk in Him, even as Abram was cautioned to walk before God and be perfect. God Almighty promised to back him up. As Abraham took a step of faith, God was right behind him to strengthen him to take another step. To be weak practically is to be strong practically. Paul tells us the result of the faith of the weakness of Abraham. Heb 11:12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. Abraham and his sentence of death pointed forwards to Christ’s death on the cross, which is the basis of the covenant of promise. This teaches definitely the need of death as the means of life. John 12:24 The corn of wheat must fall into the ground and die, or else it abides alone. Circumcision is the very condition upon which any man may call him, Father. They must be of the circumcision. Natural circumcision is only a symbol of the spiritual. 

Ge 17:12 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. This is picture of a new creation and God’s delight in Christ. Everyone who has been born again, has been bought with a price, not of silver and gold; but with the precious blood of Christ as of a Lamb without blemish or spot. The “eighth” day, the first day of a new week, tells us again of the new creation, a new beginning. It also tells us of the inheritance that belongs to those who have stepped out of the first Adam, and have stepped into the new life in Christ. It is only in the power of His resurrection life that true circumcision can be practically realized. When Israel wandered around in the wilderness, they failed to observe the ritual of circumcision; but before they could possess Canaan and dispossess their enemies, they had to be circumcised.  This is worthy to note for those who would enjoy the heavenlies. It is only as we count ourselves dead to the old creation and alive in the new, that we can qualify to walk in Christ’s steps. This new creation life is in connection that Abram’s name is changed. 
Page 4
The “high father” Abram becomes Abraham, “the father of a multitude” by circumcision, which is the death of the flesh. We who are born again are his offspring. We are the children of faith and are all counted as a new creation. Sarai’s name is also changed from “my princesses”, she is now “the princess.” She is not merely one among many; she is the one through whom the promised Son shall come. God, for the first time, positively announces that Sarah shall have a son. By doing this, He declares Himself the God of resurrection; because his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb. On no other ground does God promise to bless and multiply humanity. But He does not bless the old creation. It is Sarah, who is barren, and unfruitful. She, who is to bring forth the seed through whom all nations are to be blessed, Christ. But someone may say that He also blessed and promised to multiply the son of the Hagar. Yes, He did; but this was also dependent on the spiritual seed. There must first be that which is natural and then that which is spiritual. 

God must have His twelve tribes for His Kingdom on earth and they must first be born of the flesh that later they may be born of the Spirit. These two sons of Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac, figure the natural and supernatural seed of Abraham. They are only a figure, not the reality. Note one other feature. The Lord made Abraham a multiple promise in which seven times He said “I will.” Note the “I will” in V 6, 7, 8, 19, 21. This is the pledge of its fulfillment. It is because all power is at God’s disposal, it is because the Lord is sufficient in Himself, that the performing of all He has said is sure. What God says, He will do. So, sure is the fulfillment that in verse 5 the Lord says, “for a father of many nations have I made thee” (not “will I make thee”), just as in Romans 8:30 it is “whom He justified them He also glorified,” and yet in experience the glorification is yet future.
Chapter Eighteen – Abraham and Lot
Ge 18:1And the Lord appeared to Abraham in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day. God revealed Himself to Abraham by degrees, even as his spiritual growth continued. We do not come to know God in one day, neither do we receive a full revelation of Him at conversion. We are merely introduced into the grace of God when we accept Christ. It takes years of overcoming in this practical walk before we know Him in the depths which was Abraham’s privilege at that time. We learned previously that Abraham obeyed the Lord, as to circumcision, for his whole house. That was a crisis period in his life. It marked him out as one cut off; therefore, this is not a surprise that he now receives a visit from the Lord. Abraham had acknowledged his absolute dependence upon God for his fruitful life. Therefore, God appears in his behalf and gives him His promise that Sarah should have a son. Then follows communion with God in a fuller sense than we have ever experienced. Communion is one of the first results of counting our old nature dead.
Note that this tent of Abraham’s is suggestive of the position that he maintained all his life; a pilgrim just passing through. He is now found sitting in his tent door; We can see the peace in his heart. He has learned his helplessness; 

Notice, Abraham is “sitting.” He has ceased from his own works as God ceased from His, and is resting in his tent door. He is not fretful nor cumbered with care. God has the responsibility. The government is on His shoulders. Why should he worry about that son? God has said that he 
should have a son by Sarah, and he is resting on that promise. There is nothing for him to do, but believe and praise God for the answer which is on the way. 
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Faith is now for the first-time taking Grace. Abraham is living in Mamre, the place of “fatness.” It is a tent, symbolic of a pilgrim life. He is resting at noonday in the full blaze of light, when the Lord appears to him. He has no fear of meeting God. Ge 18:2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, 3 And said, My Lord, if now I have found favor in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: These three men, figure the Trinity of Persons in the Godhead. Abraham salutes all three of them as Lord. He used the plural pronoun in addressing them, never the singular. He runs to meet them, we read, and bows himself to the ground. He worships them. He treats them as his friends. Ge 18:4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: 5 And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. 

6 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it. 8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.  Faith always recognizes the Lord in whatever way He appears. It was so in the case of the woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. She knew Him in the house of Simon the leper. While others were blinded by their own self- righteousness, they failed to recognize the Lord. But she instantly recognized Him and wanted fellowship with Him. Abraham is not disappointed. The Lord says, “So do as thou hast said.” Notice what Abraham prepares for his visitors. He says, “Make here three measures of meal, knead it and make cakes upon the hearth.” There are three guests; Therefore, three measures; the Trinity is represented here. The meal is representative of Christ, in whom the three Persons of the Godhead were pictured. The meal would not be complete without an offering from the herd or from the flock. 

Calvary, is always the basis of fellowship. The holy humanity of Christ represented by the meal is not enough for faith to rest upon. There must be the shed blood in evidence. Abraham was in harmony with the will and purpose of God. Notice the energy; he hastens and brings the fatted calf and gives it to a young man (hint of Christ as the High Priest offering Himself) to kill and dress it. Soon the feast is ready and he invites his guests to partake. They did eat, for God can have fellowship any time with the man of faith upon the grounds of Calvary. And now the Lord asks a question, Ge 18:9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. 10 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 

They were both dead as far as being able to bring forth a son. Sarah laughed, in anticipation than in unbelief. Ge 18:13 And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? 14 Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. It was too much to expect to have a child when she was old. 
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The Lord assured her that she would, by asking a question, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” Now Sarah was laughing with delight that she was to have a child. Grace is still laughing, and the people who are born of her, laugh too. Ge 18:16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. The time of fellowship and feasting is over. The Lord rises up to depart; but Abraham is reluctant to let his Friends go. Ge 18:17 And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; the Lord tells Abraham that He is on His way to investigate matters which have reached Him concerning Sodom and Gomorrah. Ge 18:20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; Judgment is ready to fall on those wicked cities because their sin is very grievous in His sight. Immediately Abraham is deeply interested (as the Lord knew he would be); for he remembers Lot. 

Note how he addresses the Lord. Ge 18:23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 26 And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. This is effective intercession. After a glorious time of fellowship, feeding on Christ (the tender calf with the unleavened bread, the figure), the right condition for intercession exists. Then Abraham is told of the destruction that is threatened on Sodom, and then he is given the opportunity to intercede. Do we always ask God for something without first worshipping Him. Worship leads to prayer, even as it was in this case; wisdom comes from above. The Lord answers, if I find in Sodom fifty righteous ... then I will spare the place for their sakes. But Abraham is not satisfied. He is concerned for Lot. This is the manner of grace. It makes one gracious in his ways toward others and bold in faith toward God. 

So, it will be in the end of this present age. Jesus applied it to the end time (Luke 19:28). These two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, picture the whole world just before the coming of the Lord Jesus to judge the wicked living. Gomorrah may refer to the Gentile world, while Scripturally Jerusalem is likened to Sodom (Rev. 11:8). But for the saints who are on the earth, He will not utterly destroy it. He will remember Abraham and send “Lot” out of the midst of the overthrow. He will care for His own in that time, even as He does today; there will be some, like Lot, who are worldly, and carnal. They are justified as to their standing, but not as to their state. There is such a contrast between these two men, Abraham and Lot. We see it most powerfully expressed in chapters 18 and 19. Lot, for the first time, is seen as a type of those who shall be saved, yet so as by fire (I Cor. 3:13). We have seen the intimacy which Abraham enjoyed with the Lord. God appeared to him in His fulness. Abraham was sitting in his tent door, while Lot sat in the gate of Sodom. These different positions express the character of these two men. In the one it is the persistent pilgrim; in the other one who has settled in the world, and is untrue to his heavenly calling. He is more interested in making the earth a good place in which to live, than in getting out of it. 
