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Ge 19:1 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground; 
The gate area of an ancient city was sort of a town-hall where the important men of the city judged disputes, conferred with one another, and supervised those who entered and left the city.
Peter tells in 2 Pet 2:7-8 that Lot himself was a righteous man who was grieved by the sin he saw around him, but because of his deep compromise few of his family and none of his friends were saved. Compromise destroyed his testimony and the same thing will happen to us if we compromise the truth. V2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant’s house, (not a tent) and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. (They did not want to go in his house) 3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat. 4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter:*** In Ge 18 Abraham intercedes for Lot. He came to God on the basis of Calvary. 

In Ge 18, three appeared to Abraham, but in Ge 19 only two angels appeared to Lot. Lot did not have the full view of the Trinity that Abraham did. For Lot, the two angels came to Sodom, which means to scorch or burnt; it was by the Dead Sea; but for Abraham they came to Mamre or fatness. History of the Dead Sea: The Dead Sea is a lake fed by the Jordan River and in ancient times it was known by many names such as the Salt Sea, the Eastern Sea, and the Sea of Sodom. Most of the names refer to the fact that its salt and mineral content is 30% to 40%, while the oceans salt content is around 6%. It stretches throughout Israel and beyond, the Dead Sea is the lowest point on the earth, 1,320 feet below sea level and is flanked by the Judean Mountains on the west, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the Mountains of Moab on the east, the Jordan Valley and Sea of Galilee to the north and the Negev Desert as well as the Red Sea to the south. Dead Sea Salt and Dead Sea Mud have been recognized by millions of people as a single source of health and beauty since the days of Herod the Great, more than 2,000 years ago. It is said that Queen Cleopatra obtained exclusive rights to build cosmetic and pharmaceutical factories in the area. 

We will see this later in our study, but wanted to point out that Lot's wife turned into a pillar of salt near the Dead Sea when she looked back during the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, making the Dead Sea often referred to as the “Sea of Lot.” The Dead Sea is 997 feet deep, which makes it the deepest hyper-saline lake in the world. It is too salty for any marine life to live. The Dead Sea is famous for the water’s mysteriously buoyant qualities which allow people to float across the top of the water, without needing to swim. Several different sects of Jews lived in the caves near the Dead Sea. It is also believed to be the area of the cave where David hid from King Saul when Saul came to kill him. Sodom was just north of the Dead Sea and neighboring Gomorrah was close by. To this day, a tall pillar standing near the Mount of Sodom is known as “Lot’s Wife.” The Dead Sea is mentioned in the prophecy of Ezekiel 47:8-12. Eze 47:8 Then said he unto me, These waters issue out toward the east country, and go down into the desert, and go into the sea: which being brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed. 
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9 And it shall come to pass, that everything that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters shall come thither: for they shall be healed; and everything shall live whither the river cometh. **Ezekiel recalls how he foresaw a time when the Dead Sea would be transformed from saline waters that cannot have life into freshwaters abounding with sea life. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. The prophet Zechariah also echoed this same prophecy centuries later. He predicted that “living” water would soon flow where today the water is salty. Zec 14:8 And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. These prophecies are often interpreted as follows. According to the biblical narrative, the Dead Sea region was once vibrant, filled with life, and watered. It was only after God rained down fire and brimstone on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah did the area become a wasteland, and the sea became a hyper-saline salt lake. 

There will be a day when the Lord will allow the region to return to its original state. Today the only trees that grow around the Dead Sea is the Acacia. The Acacia was also used to locate a water source, because where there is a good Acacia growing there must be some underground source of water. This is also the tree that the Ark of the Covenant was made of. Acacia wood or Shittim in the King James Bible was used to build the tabernacle and its furnishings, including the Ark of the Covenant, the table of showbread, and altars. Acacia/Shittim wood was very dense, very strong, and resistant to decay. Acacia wood signifies Christ's humanity, which is strong in character and high in standard, as the basic substance for expressing God. These trees are the only ones that grow around the Dead Sea. 
For Lot the two angels came at even, no light, no trial. But for Abraham it was in the heat of the day. Abraham sat in the tent door in the heat of the day. Are you in the heat of your trial? Lot sat in the gate of Sodom where all the official business was transacted. First Lot had pitched toward Sodom and now we see him living in Sodom, and he is also right in the thick of all the politics of Sodom. He is in the gate where all of the official business takes place. Lot rose up, but Abraham ran to them. Then Lot bowed himself with his face toward the ground, and said behold now my lord’s. He did not recognize their official title.  He did not recognize the heavenly presence that was here.  They had refused Lot’s invitation, but instead opted to abide in the streets. God cannot tolerate one bit of carnality and that is what was happening with Lot. They finally came in, but Lot did not offer a calf like Abraham did. It shows the shallow comprehension that Lot had for the deep things of God and the provisions of Calvary and the work of redemption. He knew nothing of walking in the Spirit or power of the resurrection.

God is called the “God of Abraham” but never the “God of Lot.” Why has the Lord placed these two chapters here for us? Chap.18 tells of those like Abraham who demonstrate faith; if we confess Him, by our lives as well as our words, He will acknowledge us. Then chapter 19 describes Lot? There are Christians like Abraham and there are those like Lot. Paul wrote 2Co 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. A life of separation unto the Lord, tells the whole story. 
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Are we living in Canaan or Sodom? Paul in 2Co 6:17 about saints who will remain weak, and have no victory, and they cannot enjoy their sonship because they stay in the place of defilement. 
We cannot keep clean in a packing house, or in a smoke-house. Even if you do not work there, if you only visit the place, you carry away the foul odor in your clothes; and you may become so used to that repulsive smell that you do not know it; but to others that smell is unbearable. The same facts are more definitely true of believers. You cannot attend all kinds of meetings that teach error and keep undefiled. The reason, therefore, that the Lord makes Himself strange to Lot is because he has chosen the place of defilement in Sodom. It is not that Lot had taken part in the city’s government that had displeased the Lord; but simply the fact that he was living there. But with Abraham, it was the tent life of Abraham that marked him out for the Lord and not something which he had done. It was his faith that made him a stranger in the earth, and it is by faith that we please God. Paul writes next in; 2Co 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. The Apostle Paul is referring to the promises just mentioned before in 2Cor 6. Separation is encouraged for cleansing from fleshly defilement and then the reading of the Word in faith, cleanses from defilement of spirit. Paul was particular with whom we feed and fellowship spiritually. In the natural, if you knew a portion of food was contaminated would you go ahead and eat it? No! Paul was concerned for these Corinthians and he is concerned for us.

In Ge 19:1 the angels speak of distance, not intimacy. Evening has fallen. They come in gloom and darkness in contrast with the noonday, the blaze of light in which they greeted Abraham. Lot’s life is not open and above board. He is a pretender. Though he rises to meet the angels, there is no hastening to greet them, and no display of gladness in his behavior. The angels turned in unto him and entered in unto his house. His uncle Abraham had only a tent. Notice the difference in the provision for the feast. V3; He did bake unleavened bread and they did eat. No fatted calf was killed and roasted for them. Lot has provided the basis for fellowship, but the blood has not been shed. Therefore, there is little communion. He brought only a meal offering which could not be offered without a sacrificial animal, except in cases of great poverty. (Lev. 5:11). This figures his spiritual poverty, and is the condition of many believers today. They have faith in Christ, believe that He died for them; but they do not know the basis of God’s favor toward them, and His acceptance of them. They only know Him on a shallow surface.

They bring Christ as a meal offering (His holy humanity) for their sin; and He accepts them, even as Lot did. Lot’s feast is meager, and it figures one who has little conception of the sufficiency of Calvary; The men of Sodom rudely break in upon Lot and his heavenly guests in V4. Instead of the blessing which Abraham hears, Lot receives a message of judgment, which is about to fall immediately upon all those with whom he associates himself with. What a great difference between these two men, Abraham and Lot, and their positions. And yet, they were both believers; but Lot’s path was not of faith and out of the will of God. Even a believer can be overcome by his circumstances, and become helpless before the power of the enemy. What deep instruction for us in these chapters. There are Christians today who eagerly join themselves to things as Lot tried to do. But we need to live by faith in a practical life as did Abraham. We must live a life in separation from the world, and trust God for everything. Men of faith know that heaven is their future home, and the world is not their present dwelling. We live by faith and it is by faith we walk; not by sight or feelings.
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We are to be a vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet for the Master’s use and prepared unto every good work. (2 Tim. 2:21). Lot sacrificed deep fellowship with heaven in order to satisfy his fleshly activities on earth. God had little communion with him. Ge 19:4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: 5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them. They call them men not angels. These citizens of Sodom came to homosexually abuse these two visitors. They were willing to break all principles of hospitality and morality for their own gratification. The men of the city… both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house: This shows that the entire city was given over to this violence and immorality, and that this behavior wasn’t unusual, but accepted among the men of Sodom. 

In Ezekiel 16, God later condemned and rebuked the great sin of Judah. He compared Jerusalem to the ancient city of Sodom, saying they were like sisters. Then, God compared the sins of Sodom to the sins of Jerusalem at that time:  Eze 16:49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 50 And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore, I took them away as I saw good. Lots life among them had put no conviction upon them. Lot had not taught them anything of a new birth, or an overcoming life, or of a heavenly home. He had been one of them. Lot had no influence whatsoever and neither has any worldly Christian. He offered his two daughters to those evil men if they would leave his guests unmolested. To Lot, his daughters were more in harmony with these evil men than his holy visitors; but the angels at the door insisted they cried! Ge 19:9 And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.

These evil men, their anger is now against Lot, and it would have been bad if the angels had not interceded. Ge 19:10 But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door. Perhaps for the first time, Lot began to understand that his guests were more than men. 11 And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door. Now, this mob had a physical blindness that matched their moral blindness. If men insist on knowing the Lord without a new birth; they become blind, and weary themselves in vain trying to find the door into His presence. The angels now inquire of Lot as to his household in V12 ….bring them out of this place: 13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. Note: how tender is the care and consideration of the Lord for His people. He includes all of Lot’s relatives in His offer of mercy; even the in-laws are given a chance to escape the coming judgment. 

14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. When he spoke to his sons-in-law about the judgment of God, they did not believe him. Lot’s testimony meant nothing. His testimony had no reality in his life. He appeared no different than any other man in Sodom. 
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The life of Lot shows us that it is possible to have a saved soul and a wasted life. Lot would be rescued, but his life would accomplish nothing, as in 1 Corinthians 3:15: If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. Ge 19:15 And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. 16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. There was now no mention of the two sons-in-law. They would be left behind. But while Lot lingered: Too much of Lot’s heart was in Sodom, so he did not have an urgency to leave the city. A lack of urgency to obey God is a common sign of compromise. 
The angels took hold of his hand: What an example of doing all we can. Lot and his wife, and the two daughters; that was four hands. The angels had only four hands, so they did all that they could do; there was a hand for each. Notice the text expressly says, they took hold of the hand of Lot, and the hand of his wife, and the hand of his two daughters. 

There were no more persons, and no more helping hands, so there was just enough, but there was not a hand to spare. In Gen 18, Abraham asked God to spare the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah if there were ten righteous found there. Because there were not ten righteous people, God did not spare the city, but He still answered the heart of Abraham’s prayer by bringing Lot and his family out of Sodom, even if it seemed it was against Lot’s will. Lot was in the worst of all possible places. He had too much of the world to be happy in the LORD. Ge 19:17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 18 And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord: Ge 19:19 Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die: 20 Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live. 21 And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken. 

22 Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou be come thither. Therefore, the name of the city was called Zoar. The name Zoar means small or insignificant. It was the little city Lot bargained with the Lord about. 23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. Ge 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. Salt is symbolic of spirituality. Although she was not spiritual, she is representative of Israel who will be the salt of the earth. Israel is the seed of Abraham. Even though Israel is in unbelief, this tells us that they will be the salt of the earth. 
In referring to the end times, Jesus said something interesting in Luke 17:32; Remember Lot’s wife. In other words, as we see the end of the age, no Christian should have a heart like Lot’s wife. We should not have a heart that longs for a corrupt and passing world. We should not have a heart that will in some sense regret the judgment God will bring on it. We need to look forward to our deliverance, not back at a world passing away ripe for judgment.
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Before this destruction, the area of Sodom was unbelievably beautiful and productive, like the garden of the LORD (Genesis 13:10). Yet this great provision and blessing did not turn their hearts toward God. The people of Sodom and Gomorrah saw more of the power, grace, and mercy of God than any of the other people of that region. They saw the provision of the Lord but they refused to walk in it practically. They had herad of God’s work through Abraham. They heard the testimony and examples from Melchizedek and Abraham. They had great blessing and evidence of God’s care, yet they rejected it all. Ge 19:27 And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the LORD: 28 And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace. 29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt. It says that God remembered Abrahams and not Lot. Abraham’s intercession was successful. Abraham, was deeply moved with the memory of the previous day with the Lord. He goes early in the morning to the place where he was with the Lord. Lot’s Line did not get any better. 

Ge 19:30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. Remember in Genesis 13, Lot was wealthy with flocks and herds, but now he lives in cave. He has a nothing. Ge 13:5 And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together. Then the two daughters may have thought the rest of the world was destroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah. Ge 19:31 And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth: 32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 33 And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 34 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 

35 And they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 36 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. 37 And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day. 38 And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day. Both Ammon and Moab were tremendous enemies of Israel. Lot’s name means cover. He was always standing in the shadows or under cover of Abraham. God will allow that for a while when we first start out. God will give us an uncle Abraham, but there comes a time when we have to believe God for ourselves. You will have to step out and walk by faith. You can’t rest under that cover any longer, but believe God for yourself. If you do not, you will become more carnal and more carnal and the end of Lot will be what many Christians will experience. They will not go to hell, but they will experience the loss of their inheritance exactly like Lot. Living in the low moral environment of Sodom had a great and harmful effect on Lot’s family. His compromise affected far more than himself. What did Lot receive as a reward? Nothing! 
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His end was in defeat and disgrace. What danger for a believer seeking a path, which the Lord has not ordered. Lot surrendered his tent life of a pilgrim; he was a settler in a wicked city. Note the steps decline. Lot intended to live in a tent apart from the people of that city when he moved there. He gradually went lower and dwelt in the city. His children married and lived among the Sodomites. He quieted his conscience, as saints do today; I can be an influence for good;  but he did not influence one person. His entire family was destroyed, except his two daughters, who later brought shame upon their father. Lot may have been sincere at first; but he was sincerely wrong. Many people will find this true. We may be sincere in religious things and yet wrong. We may be sincere in believing what we have been taught, thinking error cannot touch me, or confiding in fleshly counselors, but yet be sincerely wrong. It could cost us our inheritance, not our salvation. The One and only Authority is the Word of God, Jesus Christ Himself. If we follow the word of God, we will be right and not wrong. God remembers in a special way, those people who live a separated life unto Him; and because of their prayers, just like Abraham. He delivers the carnal believers out of the troubles which they bring upon themselves. 

We are to be men and women who follow the will of God; Follow the word of God wholly. He who lives a separated life to God, has power with God. A separated life to God is by following His word with no compromise! Lot had neither power with God or man. Lot lived like the people of Sodom with no testimony. We must take the word of God wholly to ourselves! If we do not live a life of faith before God and others, they will only laugh at our efforts to testify to them. Even after God pulled Lot out of Sodom, he would not obey Him. He did not want to go in the way of God’s choosing. Let me stay in this little city, Zoar. It is not as bad as Sodom. If we do not let God choose the path for us, what is the outcome? No matter how hard it is to leave friends and family. Your family may have all the good intentions for you, but you must answer; is the advice they give; is it spiritual, or is it because of natural affection. No matter what, we must go with God’s choice of our lives! We will find that God does the very best for those who leave the choice with Him. Lot wanted his own way even to the last. He did not want to flee to the mountain which God pointed out to him, but wanted to remain in Zoar. 
The way of faith is narrow. It is a rough and rugged trail, of which the mountain speaks. It is also lonely; there are not too many who climb the mountain heights, it is too strenuous. The majority of people want the city, the plain, the multitude, the smooth and easy way. They want the familiar way. We seek counsel form those until they give us the answer that aligns with our will. Or we say, we have always gone this way. And, the Lord will let them have their own way, if they insist upon it. He will not force anybody. He speaks His Word, and his Word will fall on good ground. So, will we take by faith believing God for our every step as long as He keeps us here. We cannot have faith for any path, but the path God provides for us. Lot was walking in unbelief, even in Zoar, walking in his own way. He may have said, I asked the Lord and He said that I could go this way. I feel fine about it. I am sure I am in the will of God. And so, these Lot-like Christians continue on down the road that leads to an empty life. They deceive no one but themselves! Lot figures the very lowest rank of justified men. Many believers go no farther on the racecourse than Lot, while a few go on to perfection and finish their course with joy, as did Abraham. The end of Lot is not given to us. God records neither the day of his death, nor his age. We read much more of Abraham. The man of faith lives on. He becomes the friend of God while on earth (Isaiah 41:8), and will reach that glorious city which was the object of his hope. (Hebrews 11:10).
