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Ge 20:1 And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar. 2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah. 3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man’s wife. Once again, we see another apparent lapse in the life of Abraham. We must remind ourselves again, that Abraham is a wonderfully typical character, and we cannot condemn him. He feared for his life, and that his wife might be taken from him. He causes her to pose as his sister, and only through a direct intercession by God is she delivered from the effects of his sin. The contents of Genesis 20 furnishes us proof of the Divine inspiration of the Scriptures. If this Bible were not the truth of God’s word, then why would anyone have recorded this dark spot on the life of such an illustrious person as Abraham. The tendency of the human heart is to write about hero worship. The common custom of writers is to conceal the defects and blemishes in the careers of the characters which they describe. If this had been followed, it would naturally forbid the mention of such a fall in the life of one of the most respected names on the Bible. But the Bible differs from all other books. The Holy Spirit has painted the portraits of Scripture characters in the colors of nature and truth. The Holy Spirit has given a faithful picture of the human heart such as is common to all mankind.

The old nature in the believer, and the displays of its activities, which God’s children have been subject to in all ages, and the reviewing of our own departures from the path of faith and righteousness, are enough to explain the conduct of the father of all who believe. We must not boast of our faithfulness, rather let us give all glory to the matchless grace of our Lord that is able to keep us from falling. Sad, was Abraham’s conduct. It was not the fall of a young and inexperienced disciple, but the lapse of one who had long walked the path of faith. Here he is ready to sacrifice the honor of his wife, and what is worse, give up the one who was carrying of all the promises to all of us, the Son in her blood line. So, what hope is there for him except in God? None, surely. Why are these scriptures given to us? We are given them to see the sad and terrible failures of these honored servants of God. They are not to discourage us, but to lead us to the Source of all comfort and strength. Only in realized weakness do we find this. Only when we are unable to do without God for a moment, do we find what He is for us moment by moment. It is God Himself we need; every hour of every day. What made the matter worse in Abraham’s case was that it was not a question of being surprised into a sudden fault. It was the recurrence of an old sin. Long ago he had followed the same wicked course in Egypt, where his deception had been discovered. Ge 12:12 Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. 13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. Some twenty- twenty- five years had passed since then and he had seen many victories.

He had built an altar unto the Lord, had defeated Chedorlaomer, had been blessed by Melchizedek the priest of the Most High God, had rejected the offer of the King of Sodom to be enriched at his hands, and had received wondrous revelations and promises from God. Yet now we see him leaving God out of his remembrance, and is entangled by the fear of man. He resorts to the most shameful deception. How then shall we account for this? 
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The city where Abraham now went to sojourn, was in the land of the Philistines; but they were usurpers there, for that was part of the land of Canaan. These people always represent the natural man coming into the land of Canaan, and claiming spiritual things through natural means. There are many such folks in Christendom; but the most perfect expression of them is Roman Catholicism. This system claims to be the only true church, teaches us the meaning of the Philistine. She claims all the inheritance of the child of faith without a new birth, and attempts to take hold of the things which belong only to the new creation. Abraham in going to Gerar, was really putting his feet on his own inheritance. He was saying, “This is my land,” and was in the will of God in so doing. The old creation has no part in Canaan. The Philistine was not a native of this land of Canaan; but was the descendant of Ham, the ungodly son of Noah, through his offspring Mizraim, who settled in Egypt. Now, we find some of his children in Canaan. According to God, he did not belong there; nor did he get into the land by the way which God opened for Israel. The Philistine had a way of his own, as is so often heard today. It was not the long, journey of the Red Sea and the wilderness, the way that God endorses. The way which Israel travelled, tells of the death of the old creation and the coming up out of death as a new creation. Of this, the Philistine knows nothing. It is this new man who enters Canaan, the heavenly land. The formal, religious old man may lay claim to faith’s inheritance, but he cannot have it in reality without faith’s way. 

Ge 20:4 But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation? 5 Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this. 6 And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore, suffered I thee not to touch her. Abimelech, name means, My father is king. It figures the authority of Rome. It speaks of the pope’s authority which is claimed to be infallible. Each pope is supposed to be the descendants of Peter, who is claimed by them to be the first pope. How differently does the Word of God speak of Peter and his authority. When in Acts, he entered into the house of Cornelius, the Roman centurion, he refused to allow him to bow down to him, saying, Stand up, I myself also am a man. These popes are not the true successors of Peter; no, they are not even the children of Abraham. They are related to Ham’s descendants. Ge 20:7 Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine. 8 Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, and told all these things in their ears: and the men were sore afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and what have I offended thee, that thou hast brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be done.

The story of this warrior Abimelech’s visit is interesting. Immediately the king wants Sarah. Everyone wants grace (Sarah) without faith (Abraham). Age seemed not to dim her luster, nor harm her desirability. She is still fair at 90 years of age. We too can have this eternal youth which she holds in her hand by simply taking it by faith. Abimelech desires her, and Abraham claims, even as he did in Egypt, She is my sister. The Philistine takes her into his house; but God takes a hand in this affair quickly. He has joined Abraham and Sarah (grace and faith) and He will not allow her to be taken by a Philistine. 
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I want to refer to Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. I believe this verse reaches farther down than most people think. “To help in time of need.” What does that mean? What is our need? Is it a job, food, health, for a loved one; the list goes on and on doesn’t it. These are legitimate needs that God will supply us with. But I believe, it goes way deeper than that. We must refer to earlier scriptures to see this. In Hebrews 3 and a verse previous to Heb 4:16, Paul says this three times. Heb 3:8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: Heb 3:15 While it is said, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. Heb 4:7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. Then Paul says in the same chapter 3 and previous verse to Heb 4:16 the unbelief four times. Heb 3:12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. Heb 3:19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. Heb 4:6 Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief: {it was: or, the gospel was}  Heb 4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.

Heb 3:19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. What was that they could not enter in because of unbelief. It was the land of Canaan. What was it that hardened their hearts? Unbelief! What is the opposite of unbelief? Faith! How do we get faith? Paul says this in Heb 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. In other words; Ro 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. So, Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. What is our foundational need that we need? Faith! We cannot have grace apart from faith. Faith through grace, enables us to do the will of God. God has joined these two principles, faith and grace, hand in hand, and we will never receive anything from Him apart from faith. Grace is God’s side and faith is our side. All the grace on God’s part is there for my faith to appropriate. Paul also said in 2Ti 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Faith is very important, isn’t it? You want more grace; we must have it by faith and how do we get faith? Hear the word of God! Heb 4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. That word labour is the exact same word as study in the Greek; from 4710; to use speed, i.e. to make effort, be prompt or earnest:--do (give) diligence, be diligent (forward), endeavour, labour, study. That same word study is found in 2Ti 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. We want grace, we need it by faith.

The picture of Abimelech is that judgment comes upon them, because they insist upon claiming the grace of God apart from faith. Remember it required the period of forty years in the wilderness to teach the children of Israel what was in their hearts (Deuteronomy 8:2); and it is one of the results of the course of our walk through which each child of God passes. This leads us into a more profound knowledge of our own weakness and nothingness. 2Co 1:9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: 
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The more we are grow, the more we see our need of clinging more closely to Christ! 2Pe 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. From His word, we will draw more upon His grace, and enter more fully into the cleansing virtue and value of His atoning blood. As Christians, at the beginning of our walk, we never know our own heart. We could not even bear the full knowledge of it; we would be overwhelmed by it. The Lord leads us not by the way of the Philistines to see war, and be plunged into despair. But He graciously leads us by an indirect route, in order that His grace may keep us. The Philistine wants to take Sarah from Abraham on the ground of his works. God says, No, you cannot have My princess, except by way of faith. Abraham has the exclusive right to Sarah. They are inseparable! The Word says, Without faith it is impossible to please God. Paul tells us that we are justified by faith; while James declares that we are justified by works. They both bring Abraham as their witness to the truth of their statements. 

They are both uttering the truth, and are not fighting each other at all. If Paul could speak to us today, he would say, “James, I am glad you told them just what you did. Faith can just be a theory and accomplish nothing.” James would say, “Yes, you are justified by faith apart from works, but you must show your faith by your works.” Faith that never has anything to show for it, is nothing. True faith moves the immoveable; it is active and aggressive. Real faith enables us to lay hold of God’s promises. Faith through grace, enables us to do the will of God. God has joined these two principles, faith and grace, hand in hand, and we will never receive anything from Him apart from faith. Grace is God’s side and faith is our side. All the grace on God’s part is there for my faith to appropriate. Paul says, I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me. Some people say, Oh, for more grace to trust Him more. This is really not scriptural. There is plenty of grace, as much as we will take, but we must take it by faith.

God comes on the scene and says to Abimelech, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man’s wife. Abimelech is forced to give her up. God will not allow the professed church to have grace without faith, any more than He will allow the worldly, unregenerate man that privilege. In fact, Sarah in the Philistine’s house brings judgment. It is dangerous to try to claim grace on any basis other than faith. The lesson here is that it is so easy to compromise the word of God to possess a part in Sarah. We hear things like, he is such a good man, or we hear; he is a Christian, he belongs to our church. There is only one way into God’s land and that is His way. Is God too extreme? It was God who withheld Abimelech from claiming Sarah: “I withheld thee from sinning against Me.” At this point, God calls his servant Abraham a prophet and makes it known to Abimelech that his safety from further judgment depends upon his attitude to Abraham. What is our attitude toward faith? 

It was the stress of circumstances which revealed the state of Abraham’s heart, as it is with ours. It is easy to trust God while everything goes along pleasantly, but the time of disappointment, of loss, of persecution, of bereavement, is the time of testing; and then how often we fail! Where does our faith lay? Will we believe God? We have the Lord Jesus as our example. Stress of circumstances only served to display the perfections of Jesus’ heart. When He was hungered, and tempted by Satan to make bread to supply His own need; Lu 4:4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. 
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When He sat by the well, worn with His journey, He was not too weary to speak words of grace and life to the poor Samaritan woman. When the cities in which His mightiest works had been done, they rejected His message, He meekly submitted, saying Mt 11:26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. When He was reviled, He reviled not again. And in the supreme crisis, on the cross, His perfections were fully displayed, by praying for the forgiveness of His enemies, speaking the word of acceptance to the repentant thief, making provision for His widowed mother, yielding up His spirit into the hands of His Father. You know our garments, are symbols of our conduct, habits, and ways at best. They are patchworks, but Jesus’ were without seam, woven from the top throughout (John 19:23). What a perfect character! Yes, in all things He has the preeminence and authority. Light is thrown upon Abraham’s fall by V13. Ge 20:13 And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father’s house, that I said unto her, This is thy kindness which thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is my brother. This is attached to the old man and, something which had never been judged. 

This which Abraham made with Sarah; he is my brother; was due to the feebleness of his faith in God’s power to take care of them. We cannot sit in judgment upon Abraham, but see a picture of ourselves too. Abraham illustrated what is all too common among the Lord’s people, which could be termed the inconsistency of faith. How often those who are not afraid to trust God with their souls, are afraid to trust Him with regard to their bodies! How often those who have the full assurance of faith in regard to eternal things, are full of unbelief and fear when it comes to temporal things! We have believed in the Lord and it has been counted unto us for righteousness; yet, how often, like Abraham, in the matter of the practical concerns of our daily life, we too, have more confidence in our own wisdom and man’s wisdom than we have in the sufficiency of God.

And how did God act? Did He lose patience with Abraham, and cast him off as one who was inconsistent? Abraham had dishonored the Lord in acting as he did, in setting such an evil example before these heathen (Philistines). Yet, behold the grace of God! Instead of casting him off, God intervened and delivered Abraham and his wife. Not only did God not forsake Abraham, but He would not abandon him to his enemies. God will not abandon us! The gifts and calling of God are without repentance. Why? Because they are given altogether without respect to any worthiness in the receiver, and because God’s gifts are free and we do nothing to merit them. We can do nothing to demerit them either. The soul that leans on Jesus for rest, I will not, I will not desert to his enemies; That soul, though all Hell should endeavor to shake it, I’ll never, no never, no never forsake. This Bible is a living book and no portion of it is obsolete, and though much that is recorded is ancient, yet none of it is out-of-date. Because the Bible is a living book, every portion of it has some message which is applicable and appropriate to our own lives. Because God changes not, His ways are His ways today and forever. God’s dealings with Abraham, foreshadow His dealings with us. Therefore, the record of Abraham’s life, is a portrayal of our own spiritual life. The life of Abraham as recorded in Genesis, not merely as a piece of inspired history (though truly it is such). It is not as an obsolete narrative of something which happened in the far distant past. But it is a portrayal of the experiences of Abraham’s children in all ages, and it is a description of God’s dealings with all of us. 
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What was Abraham at the beginning? A lost sinner; one who knew not God; an idolator. So were we! Eph 2:11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: What happened to Abraham? The God of glory appeared unto him and he believed! So, it was with us. He revealed Himself to us. What was the next thing? God called Abraham to separate himself from everything which pertained to his old life. Such is God’s call to us. We must separate ourselves from the world, and everything of it. Did Abraham obey? At first only imperfectly. Instead of leaving his kindred as commanded, Terah his father and Lot his nephew came with him as he left Chaldea. Can we hear His voice for us? Has not our response to God’s call of separation been late and partial? Then soon after Abraham arrived in Canaan there were painful circumstances to try his faith; a “famine” arose. How did this affect him? 

Did he make known his need to God and look to Him to meet it? We can answer this from our own experience. Have we not turned to the world for help and deliverance in the hour of emergency, as Abraham turned to Egypt? See Abraham again in Genesis 16. He is childless. God has promised that his seed should inherit the land. But years have passed and Sarah is still barren. What does Abraham do? Does he patiently wait upon God and go on waiting? Suppose the Bible had not told us the answer. But our own experience could supply the answer once more? Abraham reverts to fleshly means, and drags in Hagar to assist God. And what was the outcome? Did God lose patience? He did not cast off His erring child? Has He dealt the same with us? If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful. (2 Timothy 2:13). We now understand why Abraham is termed the father of us all. But then we will look at a further study to come where Abraham in Genesis 22, offered up his son Isaac.

Does this apply to us? Is there anything in our experiences as Christians today which corresponds with the scene on Mount Moriah where Abraham offered his only son Isaac? Note when this occurred; not at the beginning, but near the close of Abraham’s pilgrim journey. It is life’s discipline which had not been in vain: the fire had done its work; the gold had been refined. At the last Abraham had reached the place where he is not only willing to give up Terah, his father, and Lot at the call of God, but where he is ready to lay his son Isaac upon the altar! In other words, Faith leaves all to God, and places at His feet the dearest star of his heart. Imagine for a moment giving your whole life and everything in it to God. And then at the ripe old age, you are asked to give God the last thing you have; the dearest thing to your heart; Can you do it! Think about that? Let it sink in? Is God’s calling on our lives for Him only? 1Co 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore, glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. What did He pay for you and me? His only begotten Son! What do we owe Him? Everything! Can we trust Him with everything? Can we be separated unto Him alone. We are in the end tines and that separation is becoming more apparent. Will we be asked to give up all for Him and walk in this separated life. We may not be asked like Abraham to seemly give up his last most treasured son at his old age, but we can have the attitude of faith to believe. What must have gone through Abraham’s mind to give up his son. Could he have questioned, how God would multiply his seed as the stars of the sky and the sand of the seashore without Isaac. What is our attitude? No matter what God wants of me, will I be willing? 
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Grace had triumphed, for grace alone can bring the human heart into entire submission to the Divine will of God. So, will grace triumph with us in the end? We see in Abraham’s up and down experiences, his trials, his failures, a representation of mine and yours. By faith Abraham believed God! See in God’s patient dealings with Abraham a portrayal of His dealings with you and me. See in the final victory of grace in Abraham the same promise to you and me of its ultimate victory. Consider Abraham as an object of God’s Love. There was no flowery beds of ease for Abraham. Painful were the trials he was called upon to endure. Again and again, he passed through the waters and the fire, but there was always One by him that never forsook him. As the father of them that believe, Abraham was, a representative of the believer. Faith has to be tried that it may work patience: the gold has to be put in the crucible that it may be refined. God had one Son Jesus Christ without sin. It was not without suffering and sorrow. Then for us, whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth. First, Abraham had to endure the separation of nature’s ties. At the call of God, he had to leave home and kindred. And this word comes to us, too.

Abraham was called to leave the land of his birth, to be a stranger and pilgrim in a foreign land, he was taught, as we are, that “Our citizenship is in heaven’’ (Philippians 3:20). The strife which was between the herdsmen of Abraham and Lot, required the separation between Abraham and his nephew. This illustrates the fact that the path of faith is often times a lonesome one. The years of waiting that Abraham experienced and the longing of his heart for a son that was given him must have been hard to bare. This is hard to learn, that we must wait only upon Him with our expectation from Him. Finally, as Abraham was called upon to relinquish his Isaac and offer to God his only son, so we are required to place our all at His disposal, and in doing this we shall not be the losers any more than Abraham was. See, then, the love of God exercised toward the father of all who believe; love displayed in faithful chastening, and issuing in the peaceable fruit of righteousness. But observe His matchless grace. It was grace that made Abraham the “friend of God.” 

Matchless grace that should bring one of His own creatures into such intimate relationship with Himself! This separation for Abraham cost him everything he had including Isaac. If we are called to this separation, what will our attitude be? It was the undeserved and unmerited favor of God that made Abraham “the friend of God” and the father of faith!  Probably no other human being ever entered so deeply into the meaning and movements of the Father’s heart at Calvary as did Abraham on Mount Moriah offering his son Isaac. May divine grace enable us to walk by faith and not by sight, to live in complete separation from the world as strangers and pilgrims, to give unto God a more prompt and open obedience, and to submit to His will and hold all at His disposal. This is done through the practical walk by the power of the Holy Spirit in the Word of God. Then shall we find with Abraham (Faith) that the path of the just shineth more and more unto the perfect day.






Comments From the Study:
Key Lessons:
1. Human Weakness and Divine Grace: Abraham’s failure underscores human frailty, even among the faithful. Despite his mistakes, God’s grace intervened, demonstrating His commitment to His promises.
2. Faith and Grace are Inseparable: The story illustrates the interplay of faith (Abraham) and grace (Sarah). God will not allow grace to operate apart from faith, symbolized by Sarah’s return to Abraham.
3. Growth Through Trials: Abraham's journey reflects the believer’s spiritual growth, marked by failures, tests, and ultimate reliance on God. His earlier deceptions (in Egypt and Gerar) and eventual willingness to sacrifice Isaac show a progression in faith and obedience.
4. Faith in Action: Faith is not merely theoretical; it must manifest in deeds. Like Abraham, believers are called to trust God in all areas—spiritual and practical.
5. God’s Faithfulness: Despite Abraham’s inconsistencies, God remained faithful, showing patience and unwavering support. This mirrors God’s dealings with believers, who are also prone to faltering.
6. Application to Believers: Abraham's life is a template for understanding the Christian walk:
· Separation from worldly ties (as Abraham left his homeland).
· Patience during trials and waiting on God’s timing.
· Total surrender to God’s will, as seen in Abraham’s offering of Isaac.

