Genesis 21 – The Birth of Isaac;  January 21, 2025
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Ge 21:1 And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken.2 For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 3 And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. At last, the promise is fulfilled. He waited faithfully for many weary, trying years. He insisted that God could not lie. He believed God, although it is true that he tried to help God make His Word good. He did have faith, but his faith was not yet perfect. Just like us, we find that at times our faith is not yet made perfect. He had not learned at that time that God desired no help from him. God wanted to give Abraham a son, a supernatural son. God's gift was so much greater, and so far beyond his anticipation! Hagar’s son would have answered His purpose as to an heir; but it would fall far short of God's purpose for him. God often gives us far more than our weak desires deserve. The promised son was born at the set time of which the Lord had spoken to Abraham. Sarah, symbolic of grace, conceives and bears a son. This is wonderful. How few of God's dear children have ears to hear salvation’s story told in these Old Testament characters. 

We have the perfect explanation of this chapter in Paul’s letter to the Galatians, chapter four. Isaac, born in Abraham’s house in his old age, is a positive type of Christ, born in the house of the Jew. Israel already had begotten a son by Hagar, figure of the covenant of law; but that was not the son that God had promised. Ishmael was not God’s choice. Abraham’s heir must be the child of barren Sarah, (Grace) and inherit the promises that He had made to the man of faith. They were bound by an oath or promises under the covenant of which God Himself was the only party. This contract, Abraham had no part in it except as to his faith. God did it all. When Abraham and Sarah were both old and there was no chance of them having a child, then it became God’s opportunity to do the impossible, even as with the nation Israel whom they represent. Israel had been proven ungodly and without strength to do any better. They could not redeem themselves by the law. Finally, He Himself enabled Sarah to bear a son, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 

In Galatians 4:1 and following, Paul uses natural relationships which illustrate spiritual relationships. He mentions a Child, a servant, Masters and fathers. He first uses a child and servant. Ga 4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all. I have heard this verse to describe us. They would say you see we are little lords of all as being a child that has arrived and being a full overcomers. That isn’t what this scripture says.*****The child may inherit in a practical sense every dime of a vast inheritance, such as Bill Gates Children, but not when he is an infant or a child. He doesn’t begin writing checks or enjoying all of the blessing of the massive fortune could buy him. Paul says that this child is nothing better than a servant. The reason he uses that term is because so many today really like to claim that place of service under the law. If you are under the law you are going to be a servant and not a son as far as a practical relationship with God. As stated above, Israel could not redeem themselves by the law, though God gave them every opportunity to produce fruit. Those under the law serve and that is what they do. Ga 4:2 But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. **** This is true. The richest man in the world will not turn a child who is a potential heir loose with all of that fortune. 
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But he makes all of the decisions for him. He takes care of his schooling and his needs. But he is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Ga 4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:*****He is talking about spiritual children or infants. We were in bondage under the elements of the world which are a reference to the law that God gave. Coneybear’s translation says it this way: Childhood lessons of outward ordinances. And that is a description of the law. The law contained all of those ordinances but they were just lessons of Christ if men would only learn what they mean. It is not to be under the law, but to be instructed by those things that the law said concerning Christ.
Ga 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law. ****There are two things brought out about Christ and all of humanity. The Gentiles were never under the law; however, the Jews were given the law, thus Christ came into this world under the law, but the Gentile is in this verse as well. God sent forth his Son, made of a woman. All of us got here by the way of a woman. We all had a mother. This is God’s way of saying that Christ became a man in order that He might redeem all of us; Jew and Gentile. 

He came to redeem those that were under the curse of the law. Ga 4:5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. *****So, the only way that Christ could redeem those under the law is to be under the law with them. And the only way that Christ could redeem us from sin is to become sin. Then to redeem us from death was to die the death. To redeem the curse is to become the curse. Then He says, “that we;” he is referring to Jew and Gentile. That we might receive the adoption of sons. Adoption means to place as a son. Abraham called his name Isaac, laughter. This is very significant of the joy and happiness of the child of the unity of Faith and Grace. They who hear and understand, still laugh with Sarah, when Isaac is born; for this has a personal application to us also. We too, even as Abraham, have an experience when Isaac is born in our house. This is when we realize that Christ is born into our heart. We then begin to say with Paul, Gal 2:20 It is no longer I that live; but Christ liveth in me and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God. This sometimes occurs after we have tried and by our own efforts to do that which was right, but failed on every hand. 

In other words, after we have tried to obtain a son by the law (Hagar), and were disappointed with the result; we see the grace way of salvation, and we see God’s promise to us in Christ. Then we quit trying to save ourselves and trust in the promise of God. Christ is born into our house (in my heart). He is the Child of grace by faith. Note also, Isaac in Abraham’s house, after all the years of waiting, represents the birth of Christ and the beginning of the Christian period, with Sarah. The covenant of grace is on the throne; the covenant of law is not even in the house of faith. The majority of Christendom have persuaded Hagar to come in, and are busying themselves, trying to get a son by her, in hopes of pleasing God. That labor is useless. Sarah insists on Hagar being cast out. These two cannot reign at the same time; in fact, Sarah refuses to allow Hagar any place whatsoever. Hagar (as representing the law), had her place in the purpose of God for a specified time, but that period ended at the cross. That is when the type in Isaac was circumcised (when Christ was cut off). His death marked an end to the old creation, for He was on the cross as the representative and substitute. Ge 21:4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him. 
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6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me.  7 And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I have born him a son in his old age. Isaac, growing in the house of Abraham, nursed by his mother Sarah, speaks to us of the first peaceful days of the Church, triumphant and energetic, which is found in Acts; though Hagar with her child is still in the house. At first, there appears to be unity between Ishmael and Isaac; just as believers were still going to the temple, offering up sacrifices and otherwise still under the covenant of law. There came a change. Ge 21:8 And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned. God spread a great feast for Isaac, even as Abraham had done; for the child needed more than a milk diet. He must separate these children. Isaac cannot, and must not, be confounded with Ishmael. We have a parallel to the Apostle Paul when he was taken captive by the Lord and given a revelation of marvelous truths in the grace of God. The Apostle Paul was sent to tell the Church of the feast that was spread for them, and invite them to eat and drink to the full. This was to be all without money and without price. But what happened? 

Ishmael was envious. When Paul came to Jerusalem to spread the table with his solid food, his strong meat of the Word of God, the Jews were stirred up, not only to persecute, but to kill him. Even the Christian Jews did not take kindly to the message which Paul brought. Paul’s message cast Hagar and her son, Ishmael, outside, and for this the Jews were angered. They refused to surrender the covenant of law. They would rather give up Isaac; therefore, they cried, “Away with this fellow.” Ge 21:9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 11 And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son. Sarah commands Abraham to cast out the bondmaid and her son; for the son of this bondmaid shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. God stood by her declaration, and insisted that he hearken to his wife, though it was grievous to him. He suffered, and the flesh suffers when mother Grace insists on her rights in the house of faith. The law, is cast out when Isaac is weaned. The children of Sarah laugh with her, for they are born free and they quickly assert their rights to laugh when they are well fed. 

Look around and see the Christian that is well fed. What do you see? They soon kick off the bands, the swaddling clothes of infancy, when they discover that they are heirs of God, and can be joint heirs with Christ through the covenant of grace. After Faith is come, we are no longer under our old schoolmaster, the Law. (Gal. 3:25). The chosen line was not in Ishmael but in Isaac was Abraham’s seed to be called. Ge 21:12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. thy bondwoman and she wasn’t even named. Some put the law on a very high pedestal, but God does not. It is not first place with Him. Abraham may be old, Sarah may be barren, but this is not difficult for God who is infinite in power. Abraham may seek to obtain an heir through Hagar, but God’s plan cannot be hindered. Sarah’s son shall be his heir, not Ishmael. Behold, too, the faithfulness of God. The Lord had said Sarah shall have a son, and what He promised He performed. His promise may seem unreasonable and impossible to the carnal mind, but His word is sure. Learn, also, how faith is tried and tested. This is in order to display its genuineness. Faith that is incapable of enduring trial is no faith at all. A hard thing was promised to Abraham.
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We have other similar cases in scripture like Rachel, Hannah, and Elizabeth, and also the mother of Samson which foreshadowed the supernatural birth of Christ. These were gracious ways of God in preparing Israel to believe in Him, wanting to produce faith in the Divine incarnation. If God quickened a dead womb and caused it to bear, why should it be something incredible if He made the virgin Mary give birth to the Child. The birth of Christ was foreshadowed by that of Isaac and there are at least seven ways. First, Isaac was the promised seed and son (Genesis 17:16); so also, was Christ (Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 7:14). Second, a long interval occurred between God’s first promise to Abraham and its realization. When we are told, “And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said” (Genesis 21:1), the reference is to Genesis 17:16 and Genesis 18:14, but the distant reference was to the original promise of Genesis 12:7. So also was there a long interval between God’s promise to send Christ and the actual fulfillment of it. Third, when Isaac’s birth was announced, his mother asked, “Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?” (Genesis 18:13), to which the answer was returned, “Is anything hard for the Lord?” 

The analogy is seen in the fact that when the angel of the Lord made known unto Mary that she was to be the mother of the Savior, she asked, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” (Luke 1:34). She received this answer. “With God nothing shall be impossible’’ (Luke 1:37): so that in each case God confirmed the announcement of the birth of Jesus. Fourth, Isaac’s name was specified before he was born; “And thou shalt call his name Isaac” (Genesis 17:19); compare this to the words of the angel to Joseph before Christ was born; “And thou shalt call his name Jesus” (Matthew 1:21)! Fifth, Isaac’s birth occurred at God’s appointed time (Genesis 21:2) “at the set time”; so also, in connection with the Lord Jesus we read “But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman” (Galatians 4:4). Sixth, as we have seen above, Isaac’s birth required a miracle to bring it about; so also, was it with the incarnation of Immanuel, the Son of God. Seventh, the name Isaac (given unto him by Abraham and not Sarah, Genesis 21:3), which means laughter, which declared him to be his father’s delight. So, also was the one born at Bethlehem; “this is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” This sevenfold type is evidence of the Divine inspiration of Scripture, and demonstrates that the book of Genesis was written by one who was moved by the Holy Spirit.

Abraham was the one chosen and called by God which points to election; We have been chosen by God in the new birth in Christ. Isaac was the one promised and born of God’s power which points to sonship. In Ephesians 1:4-5 According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him: in love having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will. Isaac brings before us in type regeneration or our new birth in Christ. Before Isaac was born the power and activities of nature were ended. Abraham and Sarah had come to the end of themselves. Abraham’s body was “dead,” and so too was Sarah’s womb (Romans 4:19). And in order for Isaac to be born that which was dead must be quickened, quickened by God. This is a very humbling truth; one which is thoroughly distasteful to man; one which nothing but the grace of God will enable us to receive. The state of the natural man prior to being born again, is far worse than we can imagine. It is not only that man is a sinner, a sinner both by nature and by practice, but that he is “alienated from the life of God” (Ephesians 4:18). In a word the sinner is dead; dead in trespasses and sins. As the father said of the prodigal son, this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found” (Luke 15:24).
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As it was with Isaac so it is with every Christian. Before any of us could be born again, God had to work a miracle. Make no mistake on this point; regeneration is the direct result of the supernatural operation of God. The new birth is not just turning over a new leaf and the attempt to live a better life. The new birth is an act of God’s creative power, the impartation of spiritual life. It is the communication to us of the Divine nature itself. Abraham and his wife, each of them nearly a hundred years old, were desiring a son. What could they do? Nothing! absolutely nothing. God had to come in and work a miracle. So, it is with us. We are born again and like Abraham and Sarah, we are shut up to God. Note also, the coming of Isaac into Abraham’s household aroused opposition and produced a conflict. “And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had borne unto Abraham, mocking” (Genesis 21:9). In the epistle to the Galatians, we are shown the dispensational meaning and application of this, and there we read, “But as then he that was born after the flesh (Ishmael) persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, (Isaac) even so it is now” (Galatians 4:29); Ishmael demonstrates the one born after the flesh: Isaac the one born after the Spirit. When Isaac was born, the true character of Ishmael was revealed; and so, when we are born again and receive the new nature, the old nature, the flesh, then comes out in its true colors.

Just as there were two sons in Abraham’s household, the one the product of nature, the other the gift of God and the outworking of Divine power. Each son standing for a totally different principle, so in the believer there are two natures which are distinct and diverse. And just as there was a conflict between Ishmael and Isaac, so the flesh in us lusteth against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh (Galatians 5:17). The new birth is not the improving of the old nature, but the receiving of a new nature; and the receiving of the new nature does not in any wise improve the old nature. Not only so, the old and the new natures within the believer are in open hatred the one to the other. The carnal mind is enmity against God. How can that which is thus spoken of ever undergo any improvement? The Apostle Paul goes on to say, “It is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” If it cannot be subject to the law of God, how can it be improved? How can it undergo any change? Do what you will with flesh, and it is flesh all the while. It is to be noted that it was the birth of Isaac which revealed the true character of Ishmael. We know practically nothing of Ishmael’s life before the birth of Isaac, but as soon as this child of promise made his appearance the real nature of Hagar’s son was made manifest. He may have been very quiet and orderly before, but as soon as the child of God’s quickening-power came on the scene, Ishmael showed what he was by persecuting and mocking him. 

Wherefore Sarah said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. And the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s sight because of his son. And God said unto Abraham, let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed. And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away (Genesis 21:9-14). At last, the conflict is over. He who persecuted Isaac is now cast out (Galatians 4:29). So, it will yet be with us. Judicially the life of the flesh is already ended for us, (judged at the cross), but practically it is still here with us and in us. 
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Our old man (nature) was crucified with Christ at Calvary, but we have this dead old nature with us still. Paul said it like this. Ro 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:
 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. Paul also said in  Ro 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

But blessed be God what is true now judicially shall soon be true experimentally also. When Christ returns for us, the flesh shall be put off forever, just as Elijah left behind him his earthly mantle. But mark this type: not till Isaac grew” and was weaned was the persecuting Ishmael cast out! This is our thought. Soon our Ishmael shall be cast out. Soon shall this vile body of ours be made like unto the body of Christ’s glory (Philippians 3:21). Soon shall the Savior return and we shall be “like Him,” for we shall see Him as He is (John 3:2). Blessed promise! Glorious prospect! Does not the presence of the vile flesh within us now only serve to intensify the longing for our blessed Lord’s return? Then let us continue to cry daily, “Come quickly. Even so, come Lord Jesus.” Ge 21:14 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. This is literally what the law does, it wanders. Beersheba means well of the oath. 

It speaks of all the wonders and provisions of God. But the law cannot give them to a person. The law just wanders. Ge 21:16 And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. God had already told her that He would make Ishmael a great man and nation. So why did Hagar say this in V16? She did not believe God. Hagar and her son became wanderers in the wilderness. How true the picture. Hagar and Ishmael have been what Israel has become ever since they have rejected Abraham’s greater Son, the Lord of Glory. Throughout all these centuries, during which God has been building the Church, the Jews have dwelt in the wilderness, and been wanderers which describes the nation of Israel. “And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs” (Genesis 21:15). In type, the Holy Spirit is here taken from Israel. The water was spent. This is what explains the tragic “veil” which is over the heart of the Jews as they read the Scriptures (2 Corinthians 3:15), for without the Spirit none can understand or draw refreshment from the Word of God. “And she went and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him and lifted up her voice and wept” (Genesis 21:16).
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Ge 21:17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. It is not until the Jew regrets his sins (see Hosea 5:15), and confesses his crime of crucifying the Son of God. Ho 5:15 I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early. And not until after much bitter humiliation they shall cry, “Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord” (Matthew 23:39), that God will take up again His covenant people. 

Ge 21:18 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation. Ishmael was 14 years old and yet Hagar carried him. It is a picture of how lazy and worthless our self-righteous works are.
Ge 21:19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink. This means that God will use the law to open Israel’s eyes to their need of a Savior. Paul says that the law was a school master to bring us unto Christ and that is all. The law could not save. God showed Hagar the well and she got the water. It is symbolic that the law is a school master to bring men unto Christ. Ge 21:21 And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. Paran means Beauty or Glory, speaking in type of Palestine, the dwelling place of Israel in the Millennium, when the wilderness shall be made to blossom as the rose, for the curse now resting on the material creation (earth) shall then be removed; and then the Shekinah Glory shall once more be in their midst. 

Comments and summary that was brought out in tonight’s Bible Study.
Key Lessons from Genesis 21
1. God's Promises are Faithful and Sure: God's word is unwavering, and His promises come to pass at the appointed time. Abraham and Sarah's story teaches us to trust in God's timing, even when it seems delayed or impossible.
2. Faith Requires Patience and Trust: Abraham and Sarah's journey highlights that faith involves waiting on God without trying to take matters into our own hands. Human efforts cannot fulfill divine promises.
3. The Superiority of Grace Over the Law: Isaac, the child of promise, represents salvation by grace through faith, while Ishmael, born of human effort, symbolizes the limitations of the law. True inheritance comes through grace, not by works.
4. God's Power in Human Weakness: Sarah's barrenness and Abraham's old age show that God works through human weakness to display His power, teaching us to depend entirely on Him.
5. The Importance of Separation in Spiritual Growth: Just as Isaac and Ishmael could not coexist, believers must cast out reliance on the law (works) to fully embrace the grace of God. Spiritual maturity requires leaving behind what hinders our relationship with God.
6. Joy in God's Fulfillment: Isaac’s name, meaning "laughter," signifies the joy and fulfillment that come from trusting in God's promises. This joy is a reminder of the peace and contentment found in living by faith.
7. God’s Sovereignty and Redemption Plan: The story foreshadows Christ's birth and the new covenant, teaching that salvation is entirely God’s work, achieved through His power and grace, not by human merit.
8. Conflict Between the Flesh and the Spirit: Ishmael’s mocking of Isaac illustrates the ongoing battle between the old (flesh) and the new (spirit) nature within believers. This conflict calls for reliance on the Spirit to overcome the flesh.
9. God Provides Even for the Rejected: Though Hagar and Ishmael were cast out, God still provided for them, showing His compassion and care for all. This reminds us of God's faithfulness to His promises, even in challenging circumstances.
10. Grace Overcomes Human Failures: Despite Abraham and Sarah's imperfections, God's plan prevailed, demonstrating that His grace is greater than human mistakes. This lesson encourages us to trust in His unchanging love and purpose.


