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Ge 25:1  Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah. 2 And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. 3 And Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and Letushim, and Leummim.
 4 And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah. This is a picture of when Israel is restored. All of these tell us of the family of God on earth after Israel has been restored. Abraham again took a wife: This was after the death of Sarah, recorded in Genesis 23:1-2 and 23:19. There was nothing wrong with Abraham taking another wife after Sarah’s death. Her name was Keturah: It is easy to forget that Abraham had a second wife, and he fathered six more sons through her. In total, Abraham had eight sons: Isaac through Sarah, Ishmael through Hagar, and these six through Keturah. Ge 25:5 And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac. Christ is still the center. In Christ every blessing comes. Keturah’s children represent all other nations which God will bless according to His promise to Abraham. But her offspring will not share with Isaac jointly.

God does not give anything outside the Lord Jesus Christ. Ge 25:6 But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country. The only such relationship we know of in Abraham’s life was with Hagar Ge 16:1-4. Perhaps this is also a reference to Keturah, letting us know that though she was Abraham’s wife. But in regard to God’s covenant promise to Abraham and his descendants, she was not on the same level as Sarah. Ge 25:7 And these are the days of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen years. He was a175 years old when he died It was 100 years after he came out of Ur of the Chaldees. 8 Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people. Note: Abraham passed from the scene, being one of the most important men of the Bible. He is mentioned 70 times in the New Testament alone. Only Moses is mentioned more times in the New Testament (80 times).

There were many things in Abraham’s life that showed he was not perfect, but he was a man of faith. He had a real relationship with God. He had remarkable obedience, and he was a true friend of God. We could admire Abraham, but we cannot forget it was God that made him so great, so good, and so useful. Abraham had nothing but what he had received from God. It was from the free unmerited mercy of God that all his excellences came from; Abraham was a worker together with God, and therefore he did not receive the grace of God unproductively. We are called to do the same. He is an example for us. We also walk the path that God has put us on. We must believe, love, obey, and persevere in like manner until Jesus takes us home. Abraham was a great man, but he was only a man. We begin to see how God’s work passed on from one generation to the next. God carried on the work of the covenant first promised to Abraham through Isaac. It is through Christ and then it is through you and me as believers that God will carry on the covenant of grace. So, Abraham died here in our chapter.

9 And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre; 10 The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife. 
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11 And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahairoi. (means well of a living one) Ge 25:12 Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare unto Abraham: 13 And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, 14 And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, 15 Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah: 16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their towns, and by their castles; twelve princes according to their nations. Ishmael figuratively represents the natural seed of Abraham; the 12 tribes of Israel. This figures the Jewish people after the flesh who are blessed because of God’s promise to Abraham. Though he did not receive the Abrahamic covenant, God’s blessing and hand was upon Ismael. He nor his children could inherit anything of Isaac’s because everything must come through Christ.

Ge 25:19 And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham begat Isaac: This is representative of the spiritual seed. Christ’s genealogy is traced through Isaac because he is the promised seed. Ge 20 And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 21 And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. Note: Christ prays for us to be fruitful in Him as well. He wants us to be fruitful and not barren. It is interesting to note how many of the women of faith were barren. Satan is always trying to bring defeat. We can refer to our previous study in Ge 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. So, Satan tried to make the women of faith barren. But God had to overrule that more than one time. But every time that God produced a child supernaturally, that child became a tremendous blessing before the Lord. In our lives when God produces spiritual fruit supernaturally in our lives, it brings glory to God because it is all of Him. 

So, Isaac did what he was supposed to for his wife, he intreated the Lord for his wife because she was barren and Rebekah conceived. Note: Even Isaac, the son of promise, did not come into the promise easily. It only came through much waiting and prayer. This is no different for us; it will be through much waiting and prayer. This prayer was answered, but it was 20 years after Isaac and Rebekah first married in V 26. Their faith and persistence in prayer was tested and encouraged to grow through many years. This will be the same for us. Ge 25:22 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD. Rebekah shows that she is a woman of faith. She did not go to friends and neighbors, but she enquired of the Lord and God gave her this wonderful explanation which is for us as well because it is so applicable to our spiritual lives. The children struggled within her, fighting on the inside of her. Note: these were the only children born to Isaac and Rebekah.

So, she went to inquire of the LORD: This struggle that took place in Rebekah’s womb made her seek God. As she sought Him, the LORD spoke to her regarding the children in her womb. He told her their gender, and the destiny of those sons in her womb. It is good to desire that the Lord would speak to us. The Lord revealed to her about these sons. God gave her a revelation of His written, eternal word. He does the same for us. 
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Ge 25:23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger. Rebekah would give birth to twins. The twins would each father nations. One shall be greater than the other, and the younger will be greater than the older. Ge 25:24 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. Rebekah never forgot what the Lord told her. We can see in Romans 7, the battle between the two natures within us. It happens inside every Christian. We will find without fail when we begin to yield to the Lord, the flesh will lusteth or envy against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh because they are two natures with each Christian. This is the picture with Rebekah and these twins in her womb. Just as here in V 23 two nations, two manner of people; they are separated the one from the other. They are diverse. They are not the same. They will never come to a peaceful co-existence. They will never dwell one with the other. One people are going to be stronger than the other. God says the elder meaning the old creation will serve the younger which is the new creation. The flesh will bow before the Spirit, but it doesn’t happen very easily. Why did God choose one son over the other. God chooses according to His divine wisdom, love, and goodness. 

God knew the choices that Esau representative of the old nature, would make. It reminds me of Ps 139:2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. He knows our thoughts. God will never force us to make a decision, He will just make you wish you had made the right choices. We may not be able to understand God’s reasons for choosing, and they are reasons He alone knows, but God’s choices are not random or impulsive. Ge 25:25 And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. The flesh is identified as red. Paul said in Ro 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. We will have to give him a name Esau which means red, earthy. His name identifies him as of the earth earthy. Jacob and Esau are representative of the two natures within us. Also representative of the two heads or the two Adams. There was first Adam and Christ is the second Adam. 1Co 15:45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 

46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. 47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. Ge 25:26 And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them. 27 And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob. Note Jacob’s name, the idea of a “heel-catcher” meant something in that day. It had the idea of  a “trickster,” “con-man,” “scoundrel,” or “rascal.” It wasn’t a compliment. Jacob's name means supplanter, meaning to take the place of another. That is exactly what Christ did. He took the place of the first Adam. We were once a part and were controlled by the first creation, Adam. When we are born again then that new life within us supplants or takes the place of the first creation Adam. It becomes in control rather than Esau, the flesh.
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The first Adam was already under the sentence of death because of sin. Christ the second man Adam, purchased the right to redeem us. What is our inheritance? Christ! So, What is Jesus inheritance? We are his inheritance. I am sure that Rebekah had told Jacob what God had said and I also believe that God had spoken to him as well. Jacob never missed an opportunity to get what he wanted. Ge 25:29 And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint: 30 And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom. Jacob has been accused of being dishonest, a thief, and so forth, but notice because Esau made his own choice. He was not forced or deceived. For Jacob said; Ge 25:31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. He did not say that he was going to twist his arm or break his neck if he didn’t give it to him. Here, each son acted consistently with his own natural inclination. Esau hunted and Jacob cooked. Jacob knew the birthright was valuable and he wanted it. The son of the birthright received a double portion of the inheritance, and he also became the head of the family and the spiritual leader upon the passing of the father.
In the case of this family of Isaac’s and Rebekah’s, the birthright determined who would inherit the covenant that God made with Abraham; the covenant of a land, a nation, and the Messiah.

Esau’s response; 32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? Wasn’t he exaggerating a bit? He wasn’t near death. He could have gone home and Rebekah would have made him something to keep him from starving to death.
The fact of the matter is that Esau did not appreciate that birth right. He did not value it at all. It was no big deal that he was born first, but it meant something to Jacob. I am at the point to die, which is the same way with the first Adam. Adam was under the sentence of death along with the entire first creation. So what good is the birthright going to do to me, I am going to die anyway. Ge 25:33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. Esau had the power and he took the initiative and sold it. Esau despised the birthright. He did not regard the things of God as having any value. The birthright gives us spiritual access into the spiritual blessings of God. Ge 25:34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.

Note: Jacob tried to purchase what was already his, and Esau tried to sell something that didn’t belong to him. Many today, also place little value on spiritual things. History has showed us that many prefer illusions to realities; they choose time rather than eternity, and the pleasures of sin for a season rather than the joys of God forever. Men will not adhere to the Word of God, but adhere to a system of priorities that leaves God out of their lives. Men still sell their birthright for a mess of pottage. Spiritually speaking, many today despise their birthright. Ephesians 1:3-14 shows us a treasury of riches that are ours by birthright in Jesus Christ: Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: ****First, the Holy Spirit declares that the saints have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ. Then He proceeds to show why and how they were so blessed: it is according as God hath chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the world. (treasury of riches that are ours by birthright in Jesus Christ)
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We are blessed with all spiritual blessings only as being in Christ, and we are only in Christ as chosen in Him by the new birth. We see, then, what a grand and glorious truth this is, for all our hopes and prospects belong to this one thing; we are His; we belong to Jesus; and we are born of Him. We are assured by the word of God that we are one of the high favorites of Heaven. This should impart the confidence that God most certainly will supply my every need and make all things work together for my good. Sometimes I don’t how He will do it but He will. The knowledge that God has predestinated me unto eternal glory supplies an absolute guarantee that no efforts of Satan can possibly bring about my destruction, for if my Lord be for me, who can be against me! (treasury of riches that are ours by birthright in Jesus Christ ). It brings great peace to preach His word, for I now discover that God has not sent me forth to draw a bow at a venture, but that His Word shall accomplish that which He pleases, and shall prosper whereto He sends it (Isa. 55:11). So, we go on with more of treasury of the riches in our birthright in Christ. 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in (as) the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

The Lord gives us His favors or withholds them as it pleases Him. He has no need of justifying His procedure. We are only required to believe Him, on the authority of His Word. But as Jesus said in Mt 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. The Lord Jesus was content to rest there, and so must we be. Then going on in Eph1:8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: Note: it is not the counsel of his own heart, nor even the counsel of his own mind, but WILL: not the will of his own counsel, but the counsel of his own will. Our wills are influenced by the thoughts of our minds and moved by the affections of our hearts; God’s will is supreme. He is infinite in wisdom, which is beyond our thoughts. (treasury of riches that are ours by birthright in Jesus Christ.)

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. (treasury of riches that are ours by birthright in Jesus Christ) In Chapter 25, Jacob bought the birthright with red pottage which signifies the blood of Christ. Jesus bought the birthright. Jesus bought the right of the new birth for us with His own blood there at the cross of Calvary. He did not do it underhandedly or was there anything forced about it. Esau willing did this and so it was Christ who came in and simply bought all of these rights with His own blood there at the cross of Calvary. 
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3 And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. The reason God hated Esau was because he gave up an entire birthright for a bowl of soup. 4 Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the LORD hath indignation forever. 5 And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel. Paul makes this same parallel in Hebrews 12 of Christians who are selling their birthright for a bowl of the world’s soup. They will not lose their salvation, but they will lose their inheritance because they have despised their birthright. 

How in the world could you sell something so valuable for something that would take you 15 minutes to eat? Esau sold his birthright and God would not let that go by. Heb 12:16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 17 For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears. The Edomites were descendants of Esau. The Edomites were traditional enemies of the Israelites.
The Edomites often battled the Jewish nation. The Hebrew word Edom means red Edom was located in the southern part of modern Jordan, between the Dead and Red Seas.

There is a difference between the inheritance and the birthright. The inheritance is the result of the birthright. One receives the right to lay hold of their inheritance in Christ because of the new birth. Though the birthright and the inheritance go together, they are not the same thing. So, Jesus bought the right of the new birth for us with His blood there at the cross of Calvary. When Jesus identified Himself as one of us, He took the place of sinful flesh; He went through all of that in order to purchase the inheritance for us. So, we have MUCH MORE than just the right of the new birth, we have this wonderful inheritance that Christ has given to us, as a result of all of the things that He went through.

Comments of tonight’s Bible Study

Key Lessons from Genesis 25
1. God’s Timing is Perfect – Isaac and Rebekah waited 20 years for children, showing the power of faith and persistent prayer.
2. Value Spiritual Blessings – Esau traded his birthright for temporary gain, reminding us not to prioritize fleeting desires over eternal rewards.
3. God Chooses According to His Plan – Jacob was chosen over Esau before birth, illustrating God’s sovereign will beyond human merit.
4. Prayer Brings Breakthroughs – Isaac’s prayers for Rebekah’s barrenness teach us to seek God consistently in times of struggle.
5. Flesh vs. Spirit – Jacob and Esau symbolize the ongoing battle between worldly desires and spiritual life. We must choose to walk in the Spirit.
6. Faith Impacts Generations – Abraham’s covenant continued through Isaac, reminding us to live faithfully for future generations.
7. Christ is Our True Inheritance – Jesus secured our spiritual birthright, and we must treasure and walk in His promises daily.


