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Ge 26:1 And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. Abraham had problems with famine and so did Isaac, we will also have our difficulties with this too. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar. The ruler of Gerar was called Abimelech as a title, not as a personal name. This was not the same Abimelech as Abraham lied to. 2 And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: This is the same message that God has for us. Remember Abraham went down into Egypt. God does not want us to go down into the world compare Jer 42:11-16. Also, the Son of Promise was always to live in the land of promise. Isaac never left the promise land. God is very jealous of His people. 3 Sojourn in this land, (it’s the land of promise and it is a wonderful land, but it is not free from all difficulties) and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; 

So today God has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies, but it is not a free ride. It is not a land that has no difficulty. 4 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; The Abrahamic Covenant has been passed own directly to Isaac and it has been passed down to us in the person of the Lord Jesus. 5 Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws. Note: In the life of  Isaac, we find that he lived the longest of the four great patriarchs yet less is recorded of him than of the others: some twelve chapters are devoted to the biography of Abraham, and a similar number each to Jacob and Joseph, but excepting for one or two brief times, before and after, the history of Isaac is condensed into a single chapter. As we have seen in our previous studies Isaac, typically, represents sonship. We may also note how Isaac is appointed heir of all things. Again, in V4 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 

As with Isaac, so with us: all the wealth of the Father’s house is ours! But Isaac not only represented the believer’s sonship and heirship, but he also foreshadowed our heavenly calling. As we have previously studied, the land of Canaan typified the Heavenlies where is our citizenship. Php 3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: Then the heavenlies is where our spiritual warfare is. Eph 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. So, we never see Isaac outside the Land of Canaan. This is the more noticeable when we see how that Abraham, Jacob and Joseph each did leave the Land, for a time at least. In Ge 24:62 And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahairoi; (well of a living) for he dwelt in the south country. 63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming. This tells us of Isaac’s character. He was quiet and he was gentle. In Jesus we find all these Divine graces and perfections. 

Isaac was the man of the well. Abraham was the man of the altar; Jacob was the man of the tent but that which was most prominent in connection with Isaac was the “well.” 
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The first thing said of Isaac after he was bound to the altar (Genesis 22) is, “Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi” (Genesis 24:62). This is very important coming as the next thing mentioned of Isaac after we have seen Isaac as typical of Christ slain, resurrected and ascended in Genesis 22. Now what follows here in the type is the figure of the Holy Spirit’s operations as succeeding Christ’s Ascension! But as we notice Isaac and the well. In Ge 26:18 And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham: and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them. 19 And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water. Isaac honored the provision that his father received by calling the wells by the same name. The spiritual illustration of these wells is of peace, of power, of grace, of wisdom, and of transformation. They are all available for the believer today as they were for previous generations. The question is whether our present generation will have the faith, the work, and the commitment to dig the wells again.

It is significant that the name of Isaac is associated with “wells” just seven times, and not more. What is the important lesson to be gathered from this. A well is different from a cistern. A well is a place of running water. Isaac found the best kind of well, one of running water. This was the best kind of provision, and it came to Isaac as he received the provision once enjoyed by his father Abraham. V19 And Isaac’s servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water,” or  living water! Water is imperative for our natural life; so, too, is it with the spiritual. The first need of the believer is the “living water,” that is, the Holy Spirit acting through the Word. The way that water is to life and growth is a beautiful type of the Holy Spirit’s action. Without water a plant will die. Also, we see how water gives power to our system through energy and light take by generating electricity. The first well Isaac is seen is that of Lahai-roi in Genesis 24:62; and Genesis 25:11. Then in  Ge 16:14 Wherefore the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. Beer-lahai-roi is the name of a well in the desert where Hagar found the Angel of the Lord. 

The name means well of the living who sees me. This is the same place that Isaac dwelt after the passing of his father Abraham. Ge 25:11 And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahairoi. This well tells us of the unfailing care of the ever-living and ever-present God. And where is such a well to be found to-day? Where is it we are brought to realize the presence of Christ? Where but in the Holy Scriptures! It is through the Word of God ministered to us by the power and blessing of the Holy Spirit. That is where the Holy Spirit reveals to us the presence of God. The well, typifies the place to which the son is brought into the presence of God. Isaac’s remaining there and when we are found there, practically; this is our dependence upon drinking in the word of God and our obedience to the Word. Verse 1 says, there was a famine in the land, besides the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech, king of the Philistines unto Gerar. Isaac’s departure from the well Lahai-roi to Gerar typifies the failure of the son or the believer to maintain his standing in the presence of God and his enjoyment of Divine fellowship. 
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Ge 26:2 And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; Here we see Isaac was on his way to Egypt, like his father before him in time of famine, and would have gone there had not the Lord appeared to him and stopped him. Here we have an illustration of the sovereign ways of God. To Isaac the Lord appeared and stopped him from going down to Egypt, as He appeared unto Abraham! Ge 26:6 And Isaac dwelt in Gerar: Although Isaac did not go down to Egypt, he lived among the people in Canaan, closer than he had before, and this would bring trouble. Gerar was the borderland midway between Canaan and Egypt. Note that God had said to Isaac, Sojourn in this land in verse 3, but Isaac dwelt there in verse 6, and he had been there a long time (verse 8). Note the consequence of Isaac settling down in Gerar. It is a type of the believer out of communion. He sinned there! 

Ge 26:7 And the men of the place asked him of his wife; and he said, She is my sister: for he feared to say, She is my wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; because she was fair to look upon. 8 And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife. 9 And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife: and how saidst thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die for her. 10 And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us. 11 And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be put to death. Isaac repeated the sin of Abraham Ge 20:1, 2. What do we to learn from Isaac following the example of his father? Abraham and Isaac were men of different temperament, yet each one fell into to the same temptation. When famine arose each fled to man for help rather than seeking God. 

When in the land of Abimelech each was afraid to tell of their wife, but told him that she is my sister. No matter what our natural feelings may be, unless the grace of God supports and sustains us, we will fail! What a warning! There are some that would say they can listen to error and it will not bother them, because I don’t believe that. Saying is directly opposed to the word of God. Peter knew this very well for he wrote: 2Pe 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. I think Peter knew how weak his flesh was. In Mt 26:33 Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. So, I say this again. No matter what our natural feelings may be, unless the grace of God supports and sustains us, we will fail! Ge 26:12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him. 

The year he is talking about is the year of the famine. So God honored him and blessed in spite of the famine. Whether famine or not God takes care of His people. He will take care of us. 13 And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great: After what we said about failure in the previous sentences, these two verses come along why? It seems Isaac was out of communion with God. 
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But the Lord had said, I will bless thee. This was a promise given before Isaac had this deception with Abimelech. God had said, I will bless thee in Genesis 12. The failure of Isaac between the time when God made this promise and its fulfillment shows us that God is faithful that promised” (Hebrews 10:23)! And; 2Ti 2:13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. Ge 26:14 For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him. Philistines represent religiousness and they were very severe enemies of Israel. Philistines envied him. Religiousness truly envies the blessings and work of God. 15 For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth. 16 And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much mightier than we. It seems that maybe even God was using Abimelech to speak these words. Ge 26:17 And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 18 And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham: and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them. 

Wells were costly, and they were difficult and expensive to dig. It was a significant attack to destroy someone’s wells. This shows how severe the envy of the Philistines was towards Isaac. In digging again these wells of Abraham which had been stopped up by the Philistines, Isaac is typical of Christ who, at the beginning of the New Testament, re-opened the Well of Living Water which had, virtually, been blocked up by the traditions and of the Pharisees. It took faith, work, and commitment to dig the wells again, but the provision was there when Isaac pursued it diligently. We must pursue digging our well in the word of God diligently as well. For nomadic herdsmen, like Abraham and Isaac, water was life. In some seasons of the year, human or animal life could not be sustained without water from wells. These wells were not a luxury, but a necessity. The word of God is our necessity. The spiritual resources that sustained previous generations are available for us today in the word of God, if we will seek them with faith, work, and commitment. Ge 26:19 And Isaac’s servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water. 

20 And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac’s herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and he called the name of the well Esek; because they strove with him. Esek means contention. 21 And they digged another well, and strove for that also: and he called the name of it Sitnah. Sitnah means hatred. These are two wells that you would not want in your life. Sometimes it is better to relinquish our rights and avoid such strife and hatred. Sometimes we just have to let them have it instead of fuming that it is my right to have it. This is the “it’s mine attitude.” 22 And he removed from thence, and digged another well; and for that they strove not: and he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For now the LORD hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land. Rehoboth; means room, God makes room for us. Isaac just left and trusted that God would take care of him. This strife was God’s way of leading Isaac to Himself again! But note the moral trait seen here in Isaac. He was nonresistance to evil. Instead of standing up for his rights, or instead of contending for the wells which he had dug, he quietly went to another place. This points out the path which we Christians should follow. 
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It reminds me of 1Pe 2:19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. Then it was said of Jesus in 1Pe 2:23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: Ge 26:23 And he went up from thence to Beersheba. Isaac returns to the place of communion. Beersheba means the Well of the Oath. Ge 26:24 And the LORD appeared unto him the same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham’s sake. Sometimes after we have relinquished our rights, God says fear not I am with you. Isaac learned exactly the same lesson that Abraham did. Just because Isaac was born as the promised seed, he also had to grow up spiritually. We do too. It takes a lifetime. On the very night of Isaac’s return to Beersheba the Lord appeared unto him! 

Ge 26:25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon the name of the LORD, and pitched his tent there: and there Isaac’s servants digged a well. Note the altar is mentioned before the tent. There was no mention of any altar in Gerar! Ge 26:26 Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phichol the chief captain of his army. The blessings from the Lord was not the only result of his return to Beersheba. Abimelech seeks him out, not to harm him, but to ask a favor. Ge 26:27 And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you? 28 And they said, We saw certainly that the LORD was with thee: and we said, Let there be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee; Now that Isaac is again on the path of God’s will, those who were his enemies seek him and bear witness to the presence of God with him. A Picture of this is in Pr 16:7 When a man’s ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. Ge 26:29 That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing but good, and have sent thee away in peace: thou art now the blessed of the LORD. 30 And he made them a feast, and they did eat and drink. 

31 And they rose up betimes in the morning, and sware one to another: and Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace. Ge 26:32 And it came to pass the same day, that Isaac's servants came, and told him concerning the well which they had digged, and said unto him, We have found water. God always gives more than what we surrender. Ge 26:33 And he called it Shebah: therefore the name of the city is Beersheba unto this day. Beersheba means a well of an oath. What a well. It is all the glorious provisions of God’s word. Like Isaac, after you have drunk of the waters of contention and hatred, you will be brought to Rehoboth, where you shall have room, even to Beer-sheba, the well of the oath, or the seventh well, the well of feeding, where your enemies shall seek your favor, and glorify our Lord. Here we see something that Isaac should have done in V30. Lu 17:3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. Abimelech had clearly wronged him, but instead of dealing with Abimelech’s conscience, Isaac made him a feast. This was kind, but it was not upholding the claims of righteousness. 
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We can contrast the conduct of Abraham under similar circumstances. Ge 21:25 And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of water, which Abimelech's servants had violently taken away. Isaac did a similar thing in Ge 26:34 And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite: 35 Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah. God’s instructions to Israel were very pointed: under no circumstances must they marry a Canaanite (Deuteronomy 7:3). In the times covered by the book of Genesis, there was no divine law had been given about marriage, yet the mind of God was clearly understood. This is evident from the care which Abraham took to secure Isaac a wife from among his own people in Genesis 24. Abraham did not want Isaac to marry a daughter of Canaan. But Isaac was careless about this matter. He failed to watch over his children. Esau married a daughter of the Hittites. God could not say of Isaac as he had of his father. Ge 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

Ge 26:35 Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah. Esau’s marriage grieved Isaac and Rebekah. In Genesis 26 the Lord reassuring Isaac. God states His relationship with Abraham, and the blessings, are for Isaac, as well. God appears to Isaac not once, but twice in this chapter. In both cases, the Lord restates and emphasizes the covenant promises He had made to Abraham, and is now making to Isaac. Our blessings are through Christ. Although the land and this earth belongs to Israel, our blessings are in the heavens. God was true to His word. The covenant God made with Abraham was not only unto Abraham, but unto his chosen descendants also in Ge 17:7-8. This fulfilled the specific promise made in Ge 17:19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. The covenant included the three essential aspects first communicated in Ge 12:2-3 and repeated again. It included: All these lands; A nation your descendants multiplied as the stars of heaven and as the sand of the sea; A blessing that in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. 

God said, because Abraham obeyed My voice. God said that He kept the covenant with Isaac because of Abraham’s obedience. A close look at Abraham’s life shows that his obedience wasn’t complete or constant; yet God recognized it. God could say this of Abraham because Abraham was declared righteous by faith inn Ge 15:6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness; and as far as God was concerned, all He saw in Abraham was the righteousness of Jesus.

Comments on tonight’s Lesson:

Key Lessons from Genesis 26:
1. God’s Faithfulness Despite Our Failures – Just as He remained faithful to Abraham and Isaac despite their shortcomings, God keeps His promises to those who trust Him.
2. Trusting God in Famine and Hardship – Isaac’s story teaches us to remain in the place God calls us, even when circumstances are difficult.
3. The Importance of Spiritual Inheritance – Isaac redigs his father’s wells, showing the value of preserving and reestablishing the spiritual blessings passed down from faithful predecessors.
4. Patience and Non-Resistance – Isaac does not fight over the wells but moves forward, trusting that God will provide, reflecting a Christ-like humility.
5. God’s Blessings Draw Attention – Isaac’s prosperity led to opposition, but eventually, even his enemies recognized God's presence in his life.
6. Spiritual Warfare and Persistence – Just as Isaac faced struggles for water, believers must contend for spiritual blessings, staying committed to God’s Word and the Holy Spirit.

Genesis 26 is a testament to God’s unwavering covenant, our need for faithfulness, and the importance of obedience, patience, and trust in God's divine provision.


