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Ge 28:1 And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. Now this is different from what he allowed Esau to do in Ge 26:34 And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite: 35 Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah. He tells Jacob: 2 Arise, go to Padanaram, (means the ransom is high, speaking of Calvary) to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take thee a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. Rebekah had told Isaac this in Ge 27:46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life do me? Rebekah said I am tired of living because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife from the daughters of Heth, like these, from the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me? Heth was the second son of Canaan, who was the son of Ham, who was the son of Noah. 

Ge 28:3 And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people; 4 And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham. Isaac finally came around to seeing things from God’s perspective rather than from his own desire to see the eldest son blessed. He knew that Jacob was to receive this blessing of Abraham. Ge 28:5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padanaram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother. ***Bethel means point out God and this is what Christ did for He said, if you had known me you should have known the Father also. Isaac sends away Jacob just exactly how God sent away Christ. Jacob obeyed his father and mother and he is going to Padanaram which means the ransom is high which is where Christ came. That ransom was so high that it cost Christ His life there at Calvary. It is as though we hear the Father say to Christ, Arise; go to Calvary, the place where the ransom is high, to the house of Bethuel, the one who points out God. Jesus pointed out God? Jesus was God manifest in the flesh. So, Jacob went to take a wife from Bethuel's house.

Ge 28:6 When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padanaram, to take him a wife from thence; and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan; 7 And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padanaram; 8 And Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac his father; Esau sees that his father Isaac does not approve of the daughters of Canaan that He married. Ge 28:9 Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife. Esau wants to please his father; but he has no spiritual discernment. Ishmael is just another type of the flesh. He is the offspring of Hagar, type of the covenant of law; and flesh is flesh whether it is religious flesh, or not. Esau judges according to the natural man. He knows that Ishmael was also a child of Abraham. He Identifies Ishmael with Isaac, the supernatural seed. It is the same way with people today. We hear it so often: O yes, he is a good man; he belongs to the Church. He is a very moral man; his father was a preacher. He comes of a fine family, all religious people. 


Page 2
It is the flesh that talks, and tries to act right. But the flesh always tries to imitate the spirit, but it can’t be joined to anything but flesh. The flesh will never become spiritual. It will always be flesh no matter how nice it looks. Remember, it was said to Rebekah, the elder shall serve the younger. This had been shown before with Hagar in casting out the bond-woman and her son Ishmael. Isaac was the chosen seed. So it is with Jacob, he was chosen, not Esau. No flesh shall glory in God’s sight. The natural man only thinks and talks of his rights. This is the marvel and glory of the Divine sovereignty. Isa 64:8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou, our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. God made us. He saw us in the womb before we were born. His sovereignty means he made us and he can do whatever He desires with us. Why God chose it this way where the younger son should have been chosen instead of the elder, we do not know. But it all points to Christ. We find this same principle in other places. Abraham was not the eldest son of Terah. We know that Isaac was the younger son of Abraham, and that Joseph was not the eldest son of Jacob. 

All this goes to emphasize the simple fact that the order of nature is not necessarily the order of grace. All through the Bible, God decided to display the sovereignty of His grace. Divine sovereignty is not by the human intellect. It is discerned by faith in the word of God. It has to be accepted as a fact of believing God. Ge 28:10  And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. This is exactly what Jesus did. He went out from this wonderful place with the Father to Haran, the parched place and this of course is the earth. Next, we have a lesson for us. Ge 28:11 And he lighted upon a certain place,(sometimes we may think it is just a certain place a happen stance, but the Lord orders our steps. And we are at places that He has ordained and we don’t even know about it). And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. He did not have a very restful sleep. Sometimes circumstance dictates where we are, but God has us right where He wants us.

Ge 28:12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. This is known as Jacob’s ladder. Compare Joh 1:51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. That Ladder was Christ Himself with the angels of God ascending and descending upon Him. They are simply ministers of God to us. At the top of the ladder in Ge 28:13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; Notice God was not reprimanding him but simply telling him that God was going to bless Jacob. Ge 28:14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. The Abrahamic Covenant is again stated. Ge 28:15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land (land of Canaan); for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.  ***Notice that somewhere along the line and maybe not just once but God spoke to Jacob and not just to Rebekah. For God says in V 15 I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. God had talked to Jacob before about this. God gives Jacob the reaffirmation of the Abrahamic covenant. 
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God says, I am going to do this. What marvelous grace that God delights to single out most unlikely and unworthy persons. Here was Jacob a fugitive from his father’s house, fleeing from his brother’s wrath, with probably no thought of God in his mind. Notice Jacob on the bare ground with nothing but the stones for his pillow, surrounded by the darkness of night, asleep. This is a true picture of man in his natural state. Man is never so helpless as when asleep, and it was while he was in this condition that God appeared unto him! What had Jacob done to deserve this high honor? What was there in him to merit this privilege? Nothing; absolutely nothing. It was God and his grace which now met him and gave to him and his seed the land where he lay. Such is the way of God. He pleases to choose the foolish and vile things of this world. He selects those who have nothing and gives them everything: He singles out those who deserve nothing but judgment, and gives them nothing but blessing. 

And behold, the Lord stood above the ladder, and blessed Jacob. He gives him the blessing of
Abraham which comes to the chosen line. It is the blessing of the election, the chosen Seed, the
new creation. It is not Abraham's children after the flesh, but a spiritual seed that inherit those
promises. Notice God's “I's” herein V13-15. There is not one word of Jacob’s obligation. It was his privilege to believe God’s Word. Although Jacob bought the birthright, that was not why God now blesses him. It was because he was the elect seed. Before he was born, God had said, The elder shall serve the younger. And now God put His seal, as it were, upon Jacob. And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east and to the north and to the south; and in thee and thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. The unconditional promises given to Jacob were the fulfilled in one greater than Jacob; the real Supplanter, Christ, the Last Adam; for He supplanted the first Adam. And only through Him, can they be fulfilled to Jacob’s literal seed. 

And we too are included in this blessing in the new creation. It is for every individual in Christ Jesus. We may appropriate it personally. Ours is a heavenly land in the heavens. The Holy Spirit assures us that we are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ. He is the chosen Seed, and we are blessed in Christ Himself. But we must appropriate the blessing that belongs to the new creation. We will not enjoy all these blessings unless we accept them. So, in all these things, Christ must be taken for them all. He must be appropriated for every blessing. It is the Holy Spirit who makes these blessings a reality to us. What does He use? It will be by the Word of God. The Holy Spirit has come to guide us into all the Truth. We must appropriate it and thereby secure all the blessings. Then let us be sure that it is a revelation from the Word of God and not some new prophecy from the devil. If the revelation is of God, it will never conflict with foundation truth, but will be in absolute conformity with all Scripture. If the foundations be destroyed, what shall the righteous do? We believe that all these blessings are all in Christ; but we do not want to leave them there. We want them in us. 

But note how the Divine favors were given as Jacob takes his place in the dust. This was before God will bless him. The “ladder” pointed to Christ Himself, the One who bridged the infinite gulf which separated heaven from earth, and who has in His own person provided a Way that we may draw near to God. The “ladder” reached from earth to heaven. It tells us of the complete provision which Divine grace has made for us. 
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Right down to where Jacob lay, the ladder came, and right up to God Himself the “ladder” reached! Ge 28:16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. **Sometimes that happens to us. We ask, was the Lord in this? God was here and it is not some happenstance. Ge 28:17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. This means he had a reverence for that place. He was not afraid in the sense of fear. This is reverential fear. He reverenced God. Ge 28:18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. Ge 28:19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: (means house of God) but the name of that city was called Luz at the first. He took the stone on which his head had rested and poured oil upon it. Then he changed the name of the place from Luz to Bethel. Note this change of name, Luz; its original name, signifies “separation,” while Bethel means “the house of God.” God calls us to separate from the world, but in leaving the world we enter His house! Marvelous Grace! 

Ge 28:20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, (here we find that Jacob’s faith at this point was not perfect like Abraham’s faith was because he is much like we are). (for Jacob’s response is this, if). If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 21 So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: Jacob is more of the bargaining type, he says if God will do such and such..….. ( he will be my God). Ge 28:22 ( And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s house): and ( of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee). He is bargaining here with God. God doesn’t say anything at this particular time, but we find that Jacob has to come to the place where he proves God at his word and it is not a matter of bargaining with him at all. How true to life this is! It was not only characteristic of Jacob personally, but typical of us representatively. At this time Jacob did not to rise to the level of God’s grace. He was filled with fear instead of peace, and expressed human legality by speaking of what he will do. Oh, how often we follow in his steps! Instead of resting in the goodness of God and appropriating His free grace. 

Sometimes we like Jacob, bargain and enter into conditions and stipulations. May the God of Grace enlarge our hearts to receive His grace, and may He empower us to magnify His grace by refusing to defile it with any of our own additions. Jacob and his experiences is also a picture of the believer. It is interesting to mark how each of the patriarchs that we study in the Bible foreshadowed some truth in the believer. In Abraham we see the truth of Divine sovereignty, and the life of faith; in Isaac Divine sonship, and the life of submission; in Jacob Divine grace, and the life of conflict. In Abraham, election; in Isaac, the new birth; in Jacob, the manifestation of the two natures. Abraham, the chosen object of God’s sovereign purpose, comes first, then Isaac, the son born supernaturally, the heir of the father’s house, followed by Jacob, the servant. Man would place sonship at the end of a long life of service, but God places it at the beginning. Man says, Serve God in order to become His son; but God says, You must first be My son in order to serve Me acceptably. How carefully this order is guarded. The fact that before Jacob started his service at Padan-aram, but he first tarried at Bethel, which means “the House of God.” We must first enter God’s household before we can serve Him! 
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Ge 29:1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of the east. 2 And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon the well's mouth. 3 And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well's mouth in his place. 4 And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are we. 5 And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We know him. Note from Beersheba, Isaac’s dwelling-place, to Padan-Aram, was a distance of something like five hundred miles. Jacob was on foot and alone. We can also appreciate the blessed grace of God which met Jacob the first night, and gave him the comforting promise that He was with him and would keep him in all places where he went (Genesis 28:15). Ge 29:6 And he said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep 7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, and go and feed them. 

8 And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the stone from the well’s mouth; then we water the sheep. The Lord was with Jacob, for he was guided to a well where he met none other than the daughter of the very man, he was going to make his home! It was not by chance that Jacob came to this well in the field, nor was it by accident that Rachel came to that well just when she did. There are no accidents in a world that is governed by God. It was not by chance that the Ishmaelites passed by when the brethren of Joseph were plotting his death, nor was it an accident they were journeying down to Egypt. It was not by chance that Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the river to bathe, and that one of her attendants discovered the infant Moses in the ark of bullrushes. So, it was not by chance that Jacob now met Rachel. This was a Divine appointment. The Holy Spirit tells us that this was in a field, that there were three flocks of sheep lying by it, and that there was a great stone upon the well’s mouth. Those three flocks are the Jews, Gentiles, and the Church. See 1Co 10:32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: They were lying by the well, meaning the blessings are here but people don’t take them. The well speaks of Christ. 

All the flocks were gathered at this well, because in Christ there is refreshment for all. He is the provision for Jew, Gentile and the Church. He meets our every need. It is in this well that refreshment is found. The very meaning of their dwelling place told of the necessity of the well. They were from Haran which means, dry ground. There is no moisture in the world. It is not time for all the cattle to be watered; but one flock comes right away and Jacob waters them and that flock is the Church. While he yet spoke with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep. She was the shepherdess over them. These Scriptures especially emphasize Christ.  Ge 29:9 And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep: for she kept them. 10 And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. Jacob rolled the stone from the well’s mouth and watered the flock. This tells us of the new creation that will roll away the stone of unbelief that shuts off the blessings of God. It seems to me that the people of God who are now dwelling in the house of God, in the place of resurrection, are figured by these favored sheep. 
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The true ministers of the word of God are opening the well and giving out the water to thirsty souls. Rolling the stone away speaks of faith. The stone against the well’s mouth is nothing but unbelief. The people who give out the Word of God are the ones that roll away the stone of unbelief. Jacob watered the flock of Laban. Ge 29:11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept. 12 And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s brother, and that he was Rebekah’s son: and she ran and told her father. Jacob wept here as I think he remembers his mother and leaving his home. We see the tenderness of Jacob here. Ge 29:13 And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all these things. 14 And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a month. It seems that Laban in this respect speaks of the Father; and Jacob of us. The Father speaks of the holiness, the righteousness of Him to whose house we are brought. Laban’s name means pure, white. Ge 29:15 And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be? 

Here we see the first cloud on Jacob’s horizon, and the first appearing of the Divine rod of chastisement. Note that the very first word spoken by Laban after Jacob had enjoyed the hospitality of his house for a month, was that of service! How significant that Jacob should have fallen into the hands of a crafty schemer! Laban was glad to receive Jacob into his household, but he did not intend for him to remain an indefinite guest. He meant to profit by Jacob’s presence. He lets Jacob know that if he remained with him, it must be a servant. So, he raises the question of wages. This must have been a bitter portion for Jacob and a painful blow to his pride. He was beginning to learn that the way of the transgressor is hard. These lessons in Jacob’s life which relate to us are personal teachings. They have to do with our growth in grace in the Christian life. Ge 29:16 And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favored. 18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. 19 And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man: abide with me. 

20 And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her. 21 And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast. 23 And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto her. 24 And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid. Zilpah means to drop as a tear. 25 And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? 26 And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. Rachel’s name means ewe, a female sheep, a mother sheep, a fruitful sheep. We too must have fruit; love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance. This is what is so fair and desirable. Therefore, Jacob loves Rachel; for she is very fair to look upon. He wanted her more than anything else in the world, but he had to wait many years. 
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He had to serve more than seven years for her. It tells us that eternal life is a free gift; but we do not come into possession of fruitfulness in a day. We, like Jacob, have to serve some time for Rachel (fruitfulness). We must know, reckon and yield for her. Then she only comes by way of Leah. Jacob had to take the one he did not love before he could get the one, he did love. So, it
is with us. We give ourselves to the Lord. We tell Him we want Rachel, fruitfulness. And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife for my days are fulfilled. Jacob loved Rachel and served for her gladly. But he had a great disappointment. When the time came that he should have Rachel, it was Leah that he was given instead. Laban deceived him. Leah’s name means weary. She tells us of the weariness, the painfulness, the watchings, the hunger, the fastings, the cold, the nakedness, the sorrow in general that is connected with walking the Lord. All this works good for us. These bring Rachel (fruitfulness) to us. We must be married to Leah before experiencing Rachel in our lives. This teaches Jacob and us humble submission. He had to submit a human master. He also learned to respect the rights of the first-born! This was just what Jacob had disregarded in connection with Esau. 

Then Jacob had to learn the consequence by refusing to wait on God’s time for the fulfillment of His promise He made Genesis 25:23 the elder shall serve the younger. Then he involved himself in so much trouble, and had to leave home and flee from Esau. So, now he had to wait seven years before he could obtain Rachel, and then he had to serve another seven years for her after they were married! In Laban’s treatment of Jacob, we see the deceiver deceived! Ge 29:27 Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years. 28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also. Ge 29:29 And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid. Bilhah means languishing, or weak, or slow without fierce or interest. Of the four women that Jacob now has three of them are of the adverse kind as far as the meanings of their names are concerned. With these four women, God built the 12 tribes of Israel. So, the same thing happens in our lives, God has to take all of these in order to bring the fullness of our fruitfulness into being. It is imperative that we accept all of these woman (the meanings of their names) in our lives. Rachel – Fruitfulness; Bilhah - languishing, or weak; Leah – weary; Zilpah - drop as a tear.

Ge 29:31 And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren. The way the 12 tribes of Israel came into being was because of the rivalry that existed between these two sisters. God lets us know that there was trouble, much trouble in this house, and all of His children were born because of the rivalry of these 2 sisters and they really did have a problem. These 2 women Leah and Rachel were just as jealous of Jacob’s affection and they were competing for that affection all the way through. Ge 29:31 And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, (means unloved) he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren. Ge 29:32 And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me. First Rueben means see a son and it tells us of the initial faith in our lives where we indeed become the sons of God; she said God has looked upon my affliction. Ge 29:33 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son also: and she called his name Simeon. 
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Note: These first two sons of Jacob are the beginning of the 12 tribes of Israel. Later the Lord changes Jacob’s name to Israel. In Ex 3:7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; These first two sons are connected with the sufferings of Israel in Egypt.
It is surely something more than a coincidence that at the birth of Jacob’s first two sons their mother speaks of “affliction,” which she said the Lord hath “looked upon” and “heard,” and that these identical words should be found in the passage which describes the first stage in the national history of the Children of Israel who were then “hated” and “afflicted” by the cruel Egyptians. When the Lord told Moses He had seen the “affliction” of His people Israel and had “heard” their cry, I think he had in mind the very words which Leah had uttered years before!
Simeon means hearing; which tells us that there comes a time in our lives where we know that God hears us. Notice it was Leah that brought forth these two sons it was Leah which is our difficulty that teaches us sonship now. It is our difficulty that teaches us that God hears us. 

Ge 29:34 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore, was his name called Levi. Levi means Joined. It is through difficulty that we are joined unto the Lord in a practical way.  Again, these words of Leah point us forward to the beginning of Israel’s national history. When was it that God was “joined” to Israel, and became her “husband”? It was on the night of the Passover; on the eve of their leaving Egypt; when the lamb was slain and its shed blood was placed on the door post. Now God is joined to us and has become one with us only in Christ. It is in the Lamb slain, now glorified, that God and the believer meet. And then it was that God entered into covenant relationship with the chosen Nation of Israel, and became their “Husband.’’ Note how this very word is used in Jeremiah, and mark how this reference points back to the Passover night: Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:


Ge 29:35 And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the LORD: therefore, she called his name Judah; and left bearing. Judah means praise. Notice it is Leah who produces genuine praise in our lives. If we just praise God for the good things and the blessings that is not real praise, but Leah produces genuine praise. As Leah’s words at Levi’s birth point us back to the Passover, so her words at Judah’s birth carry us forward to the crossing of the Red Sea, where Israel celebrated God’s victory over their enemy in song and praise to the Lord for their wondrous deliverance. Ps 106:11 And the waters covered their enemies: there was not one of them left. 12 Then believed they his words; they sang his praise. The reason that these 12 sons or the 12 tribes of Israel are so important to us is that God wants to produce all of these characteristics in our lives.
Next Lesson  we will see - Ge 30:1 And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die.

Comments on tonight’s Bible Study:
Key Lessons from Genesis 28-29 Bible Study
1. God Directs Our Steps
· Jacob’s journey to Haran and meeting Rachel was not by chance but by divine appointment. Likewise, God leads us where we need to be, even when we don’t see His hand at work.
2. Obedience Brings Blessings
· Jacob obeyed his parents’ instructions about marriage and was blessed, while Esau followed his own desires and struggled spiritually. Obedience to God’s guidance leads to His promises being fulfilled in our lives.
3. God Chooses Whom He Wills
· God chose Jacob over Esau, just as He had chosen Isaac over Ishmael. His choices are based on His divine plan, not human traditions or merit.
4. Our Plans Must Align with God’s Timing
· Jacob wanted Rachel immediately but had to wait and serve for years. Sometimes, God's promises take time, and we must learn patience and trust.
5. Trials Often Lead to Growth
· Leah was not Jacob’s choice, but she bore his first children, including Judah (ancestor of Jesus). Sometimes, our hardships (Leah) produce our greatest blessings (Judah).
6. God Works Even Through Deception
· Though Jacob deceived Esau, he himself was later deceived by Laban. This shows that God can use even difficult or unfair situations for His purposes and to refine our character.
7. Faith Overcomes Obstacles
· Jacob removed the stone from the well, symbolizing faith removing barriers to blessings. Similarly, trusting God helps us overcome spiritual obstacles.
8. God’s Presence Is With Us Even in Hard Times
· Just as God promised Jacob in his dream, He is with us wherever we go, even when we feel alone or uncertain.
9. True Worship Comes From Life’s Struggles
· Leah’s fourth son, Judah (meaning "praise"), shows that real worship is born from difficulties, not just blessings.
10. God’s Promises Are Unchanging
· The covenant made with Abraham was reaffirmed to Jacob, reminding us that God's promises remain true across generations.


