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Chap 33 now Jacob is prepared; he has been strengthened; he is going to face Esau.
Ge 33:1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. The test comes with four hundred men; can we avoid this? No. But we are ready to face this test and will be ready to face the next test. We will face Esau many times in our lives, but we will always get the victory. We don’t fear him anymore. Why because we are crucified with Christ. Ga 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. Look what Jacob did here, he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. He divides his fruit. Look how he does it, Ge 33:2 And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. He puts the handmaids out first. Rachel is always the precious one, she and Joseph are the hindermost. 

Ge 33:3 And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. Dispensationally this speaks of Israel. This is a picture of Israel being subject to Gentile rule since 606 B.C. But we read in Pr 16:7 When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. This is because God accomplishes what He wants in our lives and  scripture is fulfilled. This book marvelously uncovers the innermost recesses of the human heart, and so faithfully defines its workings. In Scripture the Holy Spirit, paints human nature in the colors of truth. Maybe some would have followed Jacob’s wonderful experience at Peniel; where Jacob had prayed and wrestled with God and God changed his name to Israel, the prince of God and they would never have told us the reality. But not so with the Holy Spirit. He has recorded just what happen. The Holy Spirit shows us Jacob distrusting God and yielding to the fear of man. The truth is all through this book. Abraham in faith and obedience to the call of God went out “not knowing whither he went,” but after his arrival in Canaan, when a famine arose, he seeks refuge in Egypt which wasn’t what God wanted him to do. 

Then there is the story of Elijah who had such courage on Mr. Carmel. He alone confronted the four hundred ungodly priests of Baal. But then next we hear of him that he is fleeing from Jezebel! Then we hear of David who meets Goliath, but later, he runs away from Saul. The Holy Spirit shows us the truth of the saints of God because they are our examples for us. Therefore, we have recorded the sad inconsistencies of the noblest of God’s saints. So, it was again here with Jacob: what a change from clinging to God the Divine Wrestler to bowing himself before Esau! There is a lesson and warning for each of us here which we do well to take to heart. It is one thing to be privileged with a special visitation from God to us, but it is quite another to live in the power of it. Many times, we have been on the mountain top with God with a revelation of the truth in the word of God and the next thing we find ourselves in despair face down in the dust.  Just like the Apostle Paul, this scripture becomes real to our hearts. 2Co 12:7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.
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Jacob’s experience at this point reminds us of the disciples Peter, James, and John who were with Christ in the holy mount of Transfiguration in Luke 9. They were deeply impressed with what they saw and heard, and Peter, acting as spokesman, said, Lord, it is good for us to be here. But observe the next day a father brought his lunatic son to the disciples, but they could not cure him, and when they asked the Lord the cause of their failure He said, because of your unbelief. The Transfiguration witnessed by the disciples, and their failure to be able to heal this boy teaches us the lesson that unless faith remains active in our lives, we will not have any power. The power we have is grace! We also learn the lesson from Jacob’s failure following immediately the visitation from God at Peniel. At Peniel, Jacob must have been in glory. Jesus was the only one who could say “I do always those things that please Him.” Jesus said, Joh 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. Jacob failed to use in faith the blessedness of his new name, Israel, Prince of God. The lessons which the all-night wrestling should have taught him made his efforts worthless. Instead of putting confidence in the flesh, he needed to cling to God; and in the new name he received, Israel. 

He should have learned that God has ordered our lives and He can be trusted to undertake for us at every point. But how slow we are to appropriate and live in the blessedness of the meaning of the new names which God has given us “Saint!” “Son!” “Heir!” How little we live our daily lives under the comfort, the inspiration, the strength, the elevation, which ought to produce fruit in us. Instead of trusting God to manage Esau for him, Jacob resorts to his old devising’s and details. Hardly had Jacob passed over the brook Jabbok and regained his family from Laban when he lifted up his eyes, and Esau is approaching and he is accompanied by four hundred men. To flee was impossible; so, he took whatever precautionary measures were possible under the circumstances. He had just enough time before Esau arrived. Jacob arranged his family, placing his different children with their respective mothers, and putting those in the rear that he had the most love for. This shows that though outwardly he appeared to treat Esau with confidence, he was secretly afraid of him. He wanted to put his best face on, and go out at the head of his company to meet his brother. 

He passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. His action reveals Jacob’s heart, he was anxious to impress upon Esau that he did not want to make any claim of authority but rather was willing to be subordinate to him. Ge 33:4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept. 5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are those with thee? And he said, The children which God hath graciously given thy servant. 6 Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they bowed themselves. 7 And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves. What we see here is the power, goodness, and faithfulness of God to turn Esau’s heart away from killing his brother Jacob. Remember how the angels were before Jacob and behind. God was protecting Jacob from Laban, and Esau from coming after him. He was protected before and behind. Remember this, whatever you are facing today, go forward, God is protecting you before and behind. Do not fear man. The enemy can place so many things in our minds of the what if’s. What if is this happens or that? Most of the time, when it finally happens it isn’t as we expected. God has us. Col 3:3 … your life is hid with Christ in God. 
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Nothing can touch you for you are in the hand of Christ which is wrapped up in God’s hands and not one thing can touch you there. Jacob had prayed earnestly to God and had pleaded His promise. And now Jacob learns this Pr 21:1 The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. Mark this, Esau fell on his neck and kissed him! Ge 33:8 And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord. Esau wants to know what’s all this people and all these cattle and things out here and Jacob says these are to find grace in the sight of my lord. In other words, Jacob is making provision for the flesh here. He is trying to appease the flesh. And we do the same thing when we are very young in this experience. Jacob placed his confidence and his dependence on his present, rather than upon God, to resolve things with his brother. Ge 33:9 And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself. Esau was satisfied with what he had. Who made him content with what he had? God did! Scripture says that God can make the enemy to be at peace with us when a man’s ways please the Lord. But was Jacob’s ways pleasing the Lord? He was still trying to appease the flesh up to this point, but it is as if God saw passed this. God looks at the heart! 

He knows that Jacob is on his way to victory and God will see to it. And God sees that in us! God will complete it in us as we stick with this Gospel. Thank God for His wonderful mercy and grace! He does not look at my faults! God made Esau content and how did he do that? He gave a lot of the earth’s blessings to Esau. So, when you see your enemy having a lot of the earth’s goods, praise God. Because God is keeping them out of your hair. Esau wasn’t interested in spiritual things. That is all he had was earthly things and he was satisfied with the earthly things. Get this! There is one more thing we find in V9, there is no more fear of Esau! Why did God bring Jacob back here? Why didn’t he let him stay back at Laban’s. Because God wanted to free him from bondage. Jacob would not have fear of his brother Esau and God wants us not to fear our old man either. Many people feared Hitler when he was alive, but when he was dead, nobody feared him. That is the same way we should live with our flesh. It is dead. It has been crucified with Christ. That is what Romans 6 tells us, we don’t have to fear it. God is stronger because we are now a new creature. God has delivered us from the bondage of the fear of the flesh.

Jacob had devoted lots of thought to the problem of how he could appease the brother whose anger he feared, and had gone to much expense and trouble to this end. But it accomplished nothing! That which we fear we must leave in God’s hands or the fear of what may or may not happen eats us alive. God had appeased Esau, just as before when He had calmed Laban! How much better it would have been for Jacob just to be “still” and trust in the Lord to act for him. Let us seek grace to learn this important lesson, that not only are all our fleshly plannings and efforts dishonoring to God, but they are quite uncalled for and unnecessary. Also, in the end God sets them aside as they accomplish nothing. Ge 33:10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me. 11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it. 12 And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will go before thee. To have his present accepted would be proof to him that his brother no longer bore him any ill-will.
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Ge 33:13 And he said unto him, My lord knoweth that the children are tender, and the flocks and herds with young are with me: and if men should overdrive them one day, all the flock will die. 14 Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant: and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before me and the children be able to endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir. Now Seir is not where God wanted him to go, but Jacob is still trying to compromise with Esau. Seir means shaggy or hairy. This city was Esau’s inheritance, it was not Jacob’s. Ge 33:15 And Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of the folk that are with me. And he said, What needeth it? let me find grace in the sight of my lord. The old Jacob is here very evident. Now that his brother had accepted his present, he was only too anxious for them to separate again. Esau suggests they resume the journey in each other’s company. But this was not what Jacob wanted. Old memories might revive in Esau’s mind, and when that time came Jacob wished to be far away. However, he could not afford to offend his brother, so Jacob, begins to give excuses as to why they should journey separately. 

Then Esau suggested that some of his own company should stay behind with Jacob. Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of the folk that are with me. This was probably to give protection for Jacob and his herds while passing through a wild and dangerous country. But Jacob seems to suspect something behind Esau’s offer, and so he declined it. He said, what needeth it? Let me find grace in the sight of my lord. Ge 33:16 So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. 17 And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house, and made booths for his cattle: therefore, the name of the place is called Succoth. Succoth means booths. So Jacob now has found a place where he can settle down, but this is not where God told him to go. Not only was Jacob distrustful of his brother but he lied to him. Jacob had said, let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant.... until I come unto my lord unto Seir. (verse 14.) But after Esau had departed, we read, Jacob journeyed to Succoth. Jacob did not believe that God had permanently restrained his brother. Ge 33:18 And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padanaram; and pitched his tent before the city. 

Shalem means at peace or complete safety. It tells us of security. Shechem means shoulder and it speaks of strength. So, he begins to think that this is where God would want me to be in prosperity, peace and security. Ge 33:19 And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money. 20 And he erected there an altar, and called it Elelohe-Israel. Elelohe-Israel means the God of Israel. He built an altar and worshipped there, but we must realize that he is not yet where God wants him to be. Some times in our experience we stop off at places and think we can stay there. It’s ok,  we have built an altar there and we can worship there, but God wants to take us on further. We are not home yet. In Chap 34 Jacob has settled in here and he hasn’t gone as far as God wanted him to. He has delayed his journey. Ge 34:1 And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land. 2 And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her, and lay with her, and defiled her. Dispensational it is a picture of the Jews returning to their land in unbelief and they were chastened for it even to this day. But for us Dinah means judgment. When we settle some where short of where God wants us, you know who is going to be defiled first? 
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Our judgment is going to be defiled first because we begin to compromise with the people of the land and that is what they did here. If we are satisfied with less in our lives than what God wants then our judgment will be defiled. Ge 34:8 And Hamor communed with them, saying, The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray you give her him to wife. Hamor wanted to do the right thing and he wants to marry Dinah, but God does not want his people to marry these unbelievers. This speaks to us of Christians that go out and fellowship with error or untruths. Ge 34:9 And make ye marriages with us, and give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters unto you.10 And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein. Sounds good but 2Co 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. What is an idol? It is not just a statue. It is anything that is false, an error, a false god. God says don’t fellowship with error. We can fellowship in the truth that others accept, we cannot fellowship in error and say it is alright. Now Jacob in just going to stay here a little bit, and Dinah was defiled.

Ge 34:11 And Shechem said unto her father and unto her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I will give. The flesh will give anything. This tells us that if we give into the flesh, we will sacrifice our judgment. The flesh always says, I can do anything. What is the flesh trying to get us to do? What is Satan trying to get us to do? Sacrifice Truth! Remember Balaam, how did he defeat the children of Israel. It was by intermarriage. He could not curse them, but he got the children to intermarry. What brought Solomon down, it was all his strange wives and Solomon even gave into idols. This is a picture of when we sacrifice the truth of God’s word for error. Your judgment will be compromised. Ge 34:13 And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their sister: 14 And they said unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us: 15 But in this will we consent unto you: If ye will be as we be, that every male of you be circumcised; 16 Then will we give our daughters unto you, and we will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will become one people. 

17 But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised; then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone. Remember that circumcision is a cutting off of the flesh. In Ro 2:29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. God says that circumcision is of the heart and the Jew was circumcised inwardly. So, circumcision in the natural is nothing. These folks didn’t know anything about circumcision. Ge 34:22 Only herein will the men consent unto us for to dwell with us, to be one people, if every male among us be circumcised, as they are circumcised. They are trying to reach an agreement with the people why? To intermarry and to defile them. What is Satan trying to do? Weaken Jacob and defeat God’s plan and purpose for Jacob, and to hinder what God said, in thy seed shall you blessed. Jacob was vital to God’s plan, he and his children and you are to. You are vital to God’s plan. God is not going to let them be defiled. Ge 34:23 Shall not their cattle and their substance and every beast of theirs be ours? only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell with us. Interesting they only want the blessings of Jacob and his family. All the flesh wants to do is use you. They want what Jacob and his family have.
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Ge 34:25 And it came to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew all the males. They could not fight. So Simeon means hearing and Levi means joined, Jacob’s sons action comes from hearing and being joined unto to God’s purposes. Now that got them kick out of the country. God does not condone murder but He used this to get them to go where He wants them to go. Ge 34:30 And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house. Now Jacob did not like this at all. 

Ge 34:31 And they said, Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot? God is teaching Jacob Romans 8:28. Was this according to God’s plan? No. God’s plan was they not set up their household among the heathen. They were to travel to where God wanted them to go. If God could only use the good things in our lives, He wouldn’t have very much to work with. But everything in our lives if we turn it over to God, He will make it cooperate for His perfect will. And we will be where He wants us to be. Php 1:5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:


