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Ge 35:1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. This is where God wanted him to go to Bethel house of God. This is where God wants us to go to the house of God and dwell there. It is not brick and mortar, but it is the spiritual church of God's people, the believers. 2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. After passing through the bad experiences in Genesis 34, maybe Jacob would be in a hurry to leave Shechem  after his sons slew Hamor and Shechem. But where would Jacob go? He had no desire to meet Laban again. He probably wanted to avoid Esau. 

And now he was anxious to get away from the Shechemites also. But where should he go? Poor Jacob! He must have been in a quandary. But remember man’s extremities are God’s opportunities, and so it was shown to Jacob by God where to go. Once more God appeared to him, and told him where to go. 2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments: They had already been defiled just from that little while they had come to Shalem, a city of Shechem. They already had idols. There is already idolatry in Jacob’s house. What would it have been if Jacob would have stayed there permanently? If we are not yielded to God, idolatry will creep in especially where error is. If you start listening to error you are going to start believing it. That is why we have so much advertising over the airwaves. If we put it out enough, people are going to believe it. Jacob told them to change their garments. Eph 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. Change your garments means put on the new man. That word put on the new man means, to invest with clothing. 

Get this! Thirty years at least had passed since Jacob had had that vision of the” ladder.” God had performed His part by protecting Jacob. God had preserved him where ever he had journeyed, and had brought him back safely to the land of Canaan. Now that Jacob had been in the land at least seven years  and still Jacob had not gone up to Bethel. God’s word to Jacob was to go to Bethel. Not only had Jacob failed to go to Bethel, but what was worse, Jacob’s household was defiled by idols. Rachel’s stolen “teraphim” from her father Laban became a snare to the family. This is what happens when Jacob let the door open a little what comes home to roost. He let the leaven in, it will leaven the whole lump. At the time Laban overtook them, Jacob knew nothing about these idols that Rachel stole. However, Jacob was evidently became aware of these idols, but not until stirred by the Lord appearing to him, did he use his parental authority and have them put away. It is striking to note that though God Himself said nothing, directly, about the “teraphim” yet, the immediate effect of His words was to stir Jacob’s conscience about them. 
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These words show that Jacob was aware of the corrupt practices of his family, and had allowed them to go on too long. 3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.  Jacob not only commands his household to put away their idols, but he impresses and urges them all to accompany him to Bethel. He tells them how that God had answered him in the day of his distress. 4 And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem. The ears tell us that they were tuned to these idolatrous gods. Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem and that oak is figurative of Christ. It means they are buried with Christ. Ro 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. We must reckon that all those old things that were dear to us are dead and gone crucified with Christ. It is of no value to us any longer. 

Jacob buried the teraphim and ear-rings, instead of attempting to convert them to some other use. This also teaches us that the things of Satan must not be used in the service of God. We need also to forsake even the appearance of evil. Then watch the readiness with which the family acted in response to Jacob’s command. Then we are to see the hand of the Lord. In fact, the power of God is evident at every point in this case. The immediate result of God’s word to Jacob to go to Bethel. He was quick to rid his household of these idols and his family removed them quickly. 
Ge 35:5 And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. God’s protection was with them. Not a hand can be raised against any of the Lord’s people without His direct permission, and even when our enemies are against us. All God does is to put His “terror” upon them and they are powerless. How true it is that Proverbs 21:1 the king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: He turneth it whithersoever He will. Ge 35:6 So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he and all the people that were with him. 7 And he built there an altar, and called the place Elbethel: because it was here that God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother Esau. 

Elbethel means God of the house of God. Now we are sons and daughters of God and that is the closest relationship that we could ever have as a Father and son. God takes all the responsibility as a Father to raise us up to nurture us and care for us and to bring us to where He wants us to be. What a blessing. This is another revelation that God gives of Himself to Jacob that He is the God of the house of God. 1Co 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 1Co 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  It is significant that Bethel is here first called by its original name, Luz which means departure. Jacob had departed from God for a awhile. Jacob built no altar during all the years he sojourned in Padan-Aram, and only now does he return to God, to the house of God, to the altar of God, and in order to do this, he must return to the place from which he had departed. It is not just a place, but return to God. So, it was with Abraham after he left Egypt where he had gone in unbelief. We read, in Ge 13:3,4 And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai; unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first.
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Ge 35:8 But Deborah Rebekah’s nurse died, and she was buried beneath Bethel under an oak: and the name of it was called Allonbachuth. Allonbachuth means the oak of weeping. When a farmer weans the calves oh what a cry they can make. Christians can do the same thing and some of them refuse to let Deborah die. They refuse to bury her they want to keep her around. Deborah’s death means victory over the flesh. The flesh is not taken out root and branch. This is another important verse because this is another growth point in Jacob’s life. Deborah means a bee which speaks of the sweetness of the nature that we’ve enjoyed. Jacob had enjoyed Deborah his mother Rebekah's nurse. She took care of Jacob when he was a little boy. Jacob had her all along. Spiritually it tells us when we come to a place of maturity, we put away childish things. It is time for Deborah to die in our lives. God says it is time to put away childish things. It is time to be weaned off of milk and eat the meat of the word. There is nothing wrong with milk, if you need milk stay with the milk, but there is something wrong if you have been a Christian for 30 years and you still need milk. God wants us to mature in Christ. 1Co 13:11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

1Co 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? Heb 5:14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. Ge 35:9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, and blessed him. Look at these points of growth in Jacob’s life, God always appears to him with a deeper revelation and the same is true in our lives. Verse 8 and 9 are inseparably connected. No mention is made of Deborah from the time Jacob left his father Isaac’s house until the time when he had now returned to Bethel. This is so important to grasp. The departure and the return of Jacob are linked together as scripture mentions Deborah Rebekah’s nurse. All the years spent with Laban were lost, as were also those lived in Succoth and Shechem. The twenty years he served with his father-in-law Laban were really wood, hay and stubble which is worthless spiritually. Note this same sad principle in Hebrew 11:29-30, where we read, first, by faith the nation Israel passed through the Red Sea, and the next thing we read is, by faith the walls of Jericho fell down. 

The forty years of wandering in the wilderness in unbelief is passed over in the book of Hebrews. Nothing of faith was to be found in that period of Israel’s history. The forty years was so much lost time! It did not amount to much. Ge 35:10 And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. It tells us that Jacob had not been laying hold of his new name Israel because if you remember, God gave him this new name a while back. It is the same with us today, now are we the sons of God; we must lay hold of that? God wants us to confess that. He wants us to walk in that. Ge 35:11 And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; 12 And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land. 
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God appeared unto Jacob again, reaffirmed that he should be called by his new name Israel, and revealed Himself as the “Almighty” or All-Sufficient One. This sis repeated over and over again, why? Because we need the word of God repeated to us over and over again or we will fall into unbelief. We can also cry out help thou mine unbelief. Mr 9:24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. Ge 35:13 And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him. 14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon. Jacob was now fully restored to communion with God. He once more sets up a pillar in the place where he had talked with God and poured oil before. Ge 35:16  And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour. Ephrath means ashiness and fruitfulness. Now he could have set up camp at Bethel but God says no we have another experience coming up. Ephrath is Bethlehem, and Bethlehem means House of Bread. Note carefully the words, There is but a little way from Bethel to come to Ephrath. For us it is a short distance from the place where the soul is restored to communion with God to the place where nourishment and satisfaction of heart are to be found. It is in the word of God. 

Ge 35:17 And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also. Ge 35:18 And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin. Ge 35:19 And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem. Rachel called his name Benoni and the reason was that she travailed in birth. Benoni means the son of my sorrow and Rachel died giving child birth. But Jacob called his name Benjamin and Benjamin means the son of my right hand. Both names Benoni and Benjamin are representative of Christ. Benoni the son of my sorrow is representative of Christ at His first advent, the son of sorrow. Then Benjamin is representative of the Christ of glory. Christ is the son at the right hand of the Father. We must get acquainted with the Christ of sorrow to experience the Christ of glory. That must be first in our lives. Notice Rachel died; she is the one that Jacob loved and she was the fruitful one. 2Co 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 11 For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 

We are to be a sacrifice because our fruitfulness must be put on the altar to. It is not our fruitfulness necessarily, but that Christ be reproduced in our lives. We want to see the Son of the right hand. What ever Christ brings my way that I may be like Jesus who said: Joh 17:1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. 6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. What is one of the things the Holy Spirit is charged with? Glorifying Christ. So, what is our responsibility? Glorify Christ! How do we do that? 
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Was by being focused on my reward or the Old Testament saint’s reward or lack thereof? No! Jesus manifested the name of the Father unto us; the Father gave us this who believe to His Son Jesus to do the work of dying on that cross that we would be presented to Him as sons of the living God. Why? Because they have kept thy word! God wants us to bear fruit but He wants us to be a full-grown son of God conformed to the image of Christ. Note: the leading link of Jacob’s life at Padan-Aram was now been severed! The “teraphim” had been hid under the oak (Christ) (verse 4), Deborah (the link with his old unregenerate life) had also been buried under an oak (Christ) (verse 8), and now Rachael is buried. Death is written very large across this scene. And we too have the sentence of death written on our members if we would walk in full communion with God and dwell in the house of bread and our old man has been crucified with Christ. Ga 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

 It is wonderful to note that from the dying of Rachel there came forth Benjamin the Son of my right hand! This also shows us a picture of the coming restoration of Israel. Just as Jacob left the house of God (Bethel Genesis 28) for the land of exile, so has the Nation Israel descended from God. Just as God said to Jacob “Arise, go up to Bethel,” return to the place of Divine communion and privilege, so will He yet call to Israel to come to Him. Just as the immediate effect upon Jacob of God’s “call” was to purge his house from idolatry and issue a change of his ways (changing of garments Genesis 35:2), so the Nation Israel will yet be purged from their idolatry (in connection with Antichrist) and be changed in their ways and walk in newness of life. Just as Jacob acknowledged that God had answered him in the day of his distress (Genesis 35:3), so will Israel when God responds to their cry in the great Tribulation. Just as the terror of God fell upon the Shechemites (Genesis 35:5), so will God’s terror fall once more upon the Gentiles that are against Israel when God resumes His dealings with His covenant people Israel. Just when Jacob returned to Bethel (House of God) he built another altar, so will Israel once more will worship God when they are restored to His favor. 

Just as now the link with Jacob’s past was severed at the death of those dear ones that he loved  Genesis 35:8, so will Israel die to their past old life. Just as God now appeared unto Jacob again, so will He, in the coming day, manifest Himself to Israel as of old. Just as God said “Thy name shall not be called Jacob any more, but Israel shall be thy name” (Genesis 35:10), so Jacob’s descendants shall not be called Jews any longer, but as Israel shall they be known. 
Just as Jacob for the first time discovered the name of the “Almighty God,” so on Israel’s restoration will the Messiah be revealed as “the wonderful Counsellor, the mighty God.”
Just as the fruitfulness was here assured unto Jacob, for God said, “be fruitful and multiply, a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee” Genesis 35:11. So shall the prosperity and blessings promised through the prophets become the children of Israel. Just as God said unto Jacob “the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee will I give it and to thy seed after thee” (Genesis 35:12), so will He say to the restored nation of Israel the very same thing. Just as Jacob poured oil on the pillar he erected at Bethel, (House of God), so will God pour the Holy Spirit upon Israel. 
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Just as Jacob found Bethel to be but a little way from Bethlehem, so shall Israel at last find the Bread of Life once they have had their second Bethel and enter the house of God. Just as Benjamin now took his place in Jacob’s household, so will the true Benjamin, “the Son of his mother’s sorrow, but also of his father’s right hand,” Jesus their Messiah will take His rightful place among the redeemed Israel. There are other points in this typical picture which we could mention but we will go on. Surely, we consider the wondrous and blessed future which yet awaits Israel and us, God will not do less than fulfill every word to Israel and us His children. 

We are not left out of blessings as we are part of the household of faith. Our inheritance in the heavenlies belongs to us. Israel’s inheritance is on the earth and Isaiah said, Isa 62:6 I have set watchmen (God) upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence, 7 And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. For us! Ps 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. 12 O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. Ge 35:20 And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day. 24 The sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin: Both of these sons show us Christ. Joseph shows us the humiliation of Christ, the suffering one. Benjamin, the son of my right hand shows us Christ in His glory. 

We have to know Joseph before we ever know Benjamin in our lives. Joseph’s name means let him add. God is going to add everything needed into our lives if we let Him. Three words that describe Joseph as well as the Life of Christ and they are the son, the sufferer, and the sovereign. Ge 35:28 And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years. 29 And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him. Chap 36 just gives us the genealogy and the history of Esau. Chapter 37 is one of the most important chapters in the Bible. It is the study of Joseph’s life which is a parallel to that of Christ’s life 
