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Chap 36 just gives us the genealogy and the history of Esau. So, we will only touch on this chapter. Ge 36:8 Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom. One thing about the Edomites they were the enemies of Israel and the enemies of God’s people. The flesh is always the enemy of God’s people and that never changes.
Chap 37 
Ge 37:1 And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. He is now where God wants him to be. Remember in Abraham we have illustrated the doctrine of election, for he was singled out by God from all the heathen and chosen to be the head of the Jewish nation. In Isaac we have foreshadowed the doctrine of Divine sonship: Abraham’s firstborn, Ishmael, represents the man born after the flesh, the old nature; but Isaac, born by the miraculous power of God, tells of the new man, the spiritual nature. In Jacob we see the conflict between the two natures in the believer, and also God’s gracious discipline which issued, slowly but surely, in the triumph of the spirit over the flesh. Joseph, in type, speaks to us of heirship preceded by “suffering,” and points forward to the time when the sons and heirs shall reign together with Christ. In this chapter, we have several leading truths illustrated by these men. Note, everything which pertains to God’s Word, is orderly and everything is in its proper place. Joseph, speaks of heirship. And consistently with this, in Joseph, we get suffering before glories. For while discipline attaches to us as children, sufferings go before us as heirs. This gives us the distinction between Jacob and Joseph. 

It is discipline we see in Jacob, discipline leading him as a child, under the hand of the Father. It leads to a participation of God’s holiness. It is sufferings, and sufferings for righteousness, we see in Joseph, marking his path to glories. And this is the crowning thing in the book of Genesis. One moral after another is studied, one secret after another is revealed, in these family scenes. We learn our calling, the sources and the issues of our history, from our new birth as sons to our inheritance. Joseph is the last of the saints which occupies a prominent position in Genesis. In all, there are seven prominent men spoken of in this book; Adam, Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph. More space is devoted to the last of these seven than to any of the others. There are several reasons for this which appear on the surface. In the first place, the history of Joseph is the chief link which connects Exodus with Genesis; the earlier chapters of Exodus are difficult to understand without the last ten chapters of Genesis. It is Joseph’s life which explains the remarkable development of the Hebrews from wandering shepherds to a numerous and settled colony in Egypt. But the chief reason why the life of Joseph is described with such fullness of detail is because almost everything in it typified something in connection with Christ. Joseph was the elder son of Rachel (Genesis 30:24).

Of Joseph’s early life nothing is recorded. He could not have been more than five or six years old when his father left Mesopotamia. He was the child of Jacob’s later life, and escaped all the sad experiences associated with the earlier years at Haran. He comes before us in chapter 37 at the age of seventeen. His companions were his half-brothers, the grown-up sons of Jacob’s wives. Jacob’s elder sons had, naturally, been affected by the life in Haran, by the jealousy at home, and by the scheming between Laban and Jacob. They had been brought up under the influence of the old Jacob, while Joseph had been the companion of the changed Jacob or Israel. 
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These older sons of Jacob with a bad character, were not fit to influence their younger brother Joseph. Ge 37:2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. Joseph is the 11th son.  Joseph is the most perfect type of Christ that we see in the scripture. There are three phases of Joseph as the type of Christ. 1) the Son; 2) the sufferer; 3) Sovereign. Joseph fits these so well. 
Joseph also was a tattletale. He told on his brothers which really made his brothers not like him. But it is the same thing that Christ did, He visited and He brought forth a bad report of what was going on in Israel. Ge 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colors. It goes right along with what the Father said in Mt 3:17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. This coat of many colors is Christ’s priestly garments. It was the sons of Bilhah,(means languishing) and with the sons of Zilpah(means flippant-mouth) that Joseph was with. These speak of the flesh.

Ge 37:4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. It is the same thing that happened to Christ when He came to Israel, they did not want anything to do with him. All through the stories in Genesis, God was preparing the way for the coming of His Son. The central purpose is in the life and death of the Lord Jesus. They were given beforehand so that it would be familiar to the minds of men. Among the means used of God was the history of different persons through whom the life and character of Christ was made manifest beforehand. Adam represented His Headship, Abel His Death, Noah His Work in providing a refuge for His people, Melchizedek pointed to Him as priest, Moses as prophet, David as King. But the fullest and most striking of all these typical persons was Joseph. Between Joseph’s history and that of Christ we can trace this parallel! There are seven points in which Joseph figured Christ. Namely, the meaning of his name, the nature of his occupation, his opposition to evil, his father’s love, his relation to his father’s age, his coat of many colors, and the hatred of his brethren. The Meaning of his Name. Joseph had two names, Joseph, and Zaphnath-paaneah. 

In Ge 41:45 And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphnathpaaneah which translates to “Revealer of secrets.” This name was given to him by Pharaoh because of the Divine wisdom which was in him to interpret his dreams. Joseph is his human name and Zaphnath-paaneah his Divine name. So, also, Jesus whom Joseph foreshadowed has a double name; Jesus being His human name, “Christ” signifying “the Anointed” of God, or, again, we have his double name in “Son of Man” which speaks of His humanity, and “Son of God” which tells of His Deity. Note how the meaning of Joseph’s names were significant. In Ge 30:24, Joseph means adding. The first Adam was the great subtractor, the last Adam is the great Adder: through the one, men became lost; by the other, all who believe are saved. Christ is the One who “adds” to Heaven’s inhabitants. It was to this end that He came to this earth, tabernacled among men for more than thirty years, and then died on the Cross. But Joseph’s second name given by Pharoah, Zaphnath-paaneah means Revealer of secrets. Joseph was a Revealer of secrets, not just an interpreter of dreams, but in every scene of his life. He was that when with his brethren, and then  in Potiphar’s household, and in prison, or before Pharaoh. 
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Joseph’s words and his works tested those and showed men’s secret condition. How this foreshadowed Christ, of whom it was said in the days of His infancy, Behold this Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against.... that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed  (Luke 2:34, 35). Joseph revealed his father’s heart. Second, he revealed the hearts of his brethren by showing their wicked “hatred.” In like manner, our blessed Savior revealed the Father’s heart. John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him. Occupation of Joseph was a Shepherd, “feeding the flock and he figured Christ.” This is a prominent line found in several of the Old Testament saints. Abel, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, were each of them “shepherds,” and they point to our Lord’s Shepherdhood. No figure of Christ is more beautiful than Psalm 23 which presents Christ as The Shepherd. He is the Good Shepherd. It is His watchful care, His unwearied devotion, His tender kindness, His blessed patience, His protecting grace, His matchless love in giving His life for the sheep. Joseph is seen “feeding the flock,” pointing to the earthly ministry of Christ who was sent unto the lost sheep of the House of Israel. Jesus spent Himself in tending the needs of others.

Then next we see Joseph in his opposition to evil as he figured Christ. V2 And Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. Some argue that Joseph acted wrongly. It is not as a tale bearer that Joseph is viewed, but rather he is seen as the truth-speaker. This is a clear foreshadow of the Lord Jesus Christ. John 7:7 The world cannot hate you; but Me it hateth, because I testify of it that the works thereof are evil. Then Joseph had His Father’s Love which figured Christ. Israel loved Joseph more than all his brethren. This is one of the lines which stands out most distinctly in this Old Testament picture. How Jacob loved Joseph! Jacob made for him the coat of many colors. This tells us of the deep love of Jacob for Joseph. And how all this speaks to us of the Father’s love for His only begotten Son, Jesus! Remember when the Son of God became a man, and was about to begin His public ministry, the heavens were opened and the Voice of the Father was heard saying, Matt 3:17 This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. So, also, when His public ministry was to close, once more the Father’s Voice was heard, upon the Mount of Transfiguration, saying, Matt 17:5 This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him. Jesus, too, confirmed the Father’s love for Himself in Joh 10:17 Therefore doth My Father love me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again.

And when Jesus had finished the Work given Him to do, when He had laid down His life and had risen again from the dead, the Father displayed His love by exalting Him. Phil 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name.
And not only did God highly exalt His blessed Son, but He also seated Him upon His own throne in Revelation 3:21. Then Joseph’s Relation to his father’s Age as figured with Christ. Joseph was the son of his old age. Old age, applied to God, points to eternity. Jesus Christ was the Son of God’s eternity. From all eternity He was God’s Son. He was not derived, He was eternally
begotten; He is God of God, very God of very God, equal with, and of the same substance as, the Father. As the opening verse of John’s Gospel declares, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. In Jesus’ prayer in John 17 He said, And now, O Father, glorify thou Me with Thine own self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was. Then Joseph’s Coat of Many Colors which figures Christ. What is the meaning of the many-colored coat. 
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It was a mark of honor, singling out the wearer as one of noble birth. This, no doubt, was Jacob’s object to distinguish Joseph (born of Rachel) from his half-brothers (born of the slave-wives).
Jesus Christ, too, was marked from all His brethren according to the flesh. He was One of noble birth, in outward signs of peculiar distinction and honor. It is blessed to see what care and pains God took to manifest this coat of many colors, in connection with His blessed Son. This coat was the Love of The Father. At Jesus’ baptism we see the many-colored coat. (Love) Multitudes presented themselves to John at the river Jordan and were baptized of him; but when the Christ of God came up out of the waters, the Heavens were opened and the Spirit of God descended upon Him in the form of a dove. This distinguished Christ from all others! Then again, the coat of many colors in John 13. (Love) In John 13 the feet of the disciples (pointing to their walk) are defiled, and need to be washed with water (type of Word); but in the previous chapter (for in all things Christ must have the pre-eminence) we see the feet of our blessed Lord, not washed with water (for there was no defilement in Him), but anointed with precious ointment, the fragrance of which filled the house, saying that the walk of Him (as well as His blessed person) was a sweet-smelling savor to the Father. 

Again, Christ was distinguished from and elevated above all others. So, too, at the Cross, the distinguishing coat of many colors may be seen. In death, as everywhere, His uniqueness was manifested. He died as none other ever died or could: He laid down His life. Think of the uniqueness of His death; the three hours darkness, the quaking of the earth, and the rending of the veil. The “many colors” of the coat also speak to us of Christ’s varied glories and infinite perfections. Then Joseph suffered at the hatred of his brethren and this happened to Christ. V4, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him. It was Jacob’s love for Joseph which brought out the hatred in the heart’s these sons. Joseph then, made manifest both his father’s love and his brethren’s hatred. So, when Christ came to the earth, He did these two things. He revealed the Father’s heart and He exposed man’s hate. And one of two things always followed: either men hated Him for exposing them, or they accepted such exposure and took refuge in the Grace which He revealed. When Christ exposed the falseness of the Pharisees, they hated Him. 

But when He exposed the sinful life to the woman at the well, she welcomed it and submitted herself to God’s grace. The brothers of Joseph hated him because of the father’s love, and there were many despising and rejecting Christ for the same reason? Men either love or hate the Lord Jesus Christ! It is written, 1Corinthians 16:22 If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ let him be accursed. Ge 37:5  And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more. He tells the dream Ge 37:7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. His brothers knew what that meant for they said in Ge 37:8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. Jesus was rejected for the same reason, He declared Himself as the Son of God and they hated Him for His words. Ge 37:9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 
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This reaches farther than to Joseph because this will be of Christ, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars will bow unto Christ and acknowledge Him as Lord.
Refer to: Eph 1:22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church. Php 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; Everything will bow to him. Ge 37:11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying. Jacob guarded  and treasured this saying.  Ge 37:12 And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am I. The brothers of Joseph are seen away from their father. Jacob says to Joseph, “Come, and I will send thee unto them.” How this reveals the heart of Jacob to us. He was concerned for the welfare of the brothers of Joseph. He, wanted to send his son Joseph on an errand of mercy, seeking their good. Then notice the prompt response of Joseph. There was no hesitancy, no unwillingness, no excuses, but a blessed readiness to do his father’s will, “Here am I.” 

What was happening here between Jacob and Joseph? This is a picture of a point before time began, into the eternal counsels of the Godhead. This is what happened between the Father and the Son in the distant past. As the Lord God foresaw the fall of man, and the alienation of the human race from Himself, out of the marvelous grace of His heart, He proposed that His beloved Son Jesus should go forth on a mission of mercy, seeking those who were away from the Father’s House. We read in scripture so often of the Son being sent by the Father. 1Jo 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Jesus came forth on His errand of love, freely, willingly, gladly. Like Joseph, He, too, promptly responded, “Here am I.” As it is written of Him in Heb 10:7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. Ge 37:14 And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring me word again. So, he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. We know that Jesus was sent by the Father. Jesus visited Israel his brothers. 

Jesus Christ came to Israel to see how they were doing. He said go to Shechem which means shoulder which speaks of strength. Israel should have been leaning or dwelling on God’s shoulder getting His strength. The peaceful vale of Hebron, was the place where Joseph dwelt in happy fellowship with his father; there he was at home, known, loved, understood, just like Jesus in heaven with His Father. But from this he was sent to a place characterized by strife and bloodshed, unto those who appreciated him not. He came to those who envied and hated him. This was the same for the Lord of Glory who left His Home above and descended to a hostile place where they hated Him without a cause. On leaving his father in the vale of Hebron, Joseph came to Shechem. This foreshadowed the place which the Lord of Glory took! Leaving His peaceful place on high, and coming down to this scene of sin and suffering. He took the Servant’s place, the place of submission and subjection. As we read in Php 2:6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
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Joseph now became a Wanderer in the field. Ge 37:15 And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field: and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou? 16 And he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their flocks. Parable of the Tares, the Lord Jesus said, “the field is the world” (Matthew 13:38). Like Joseph, Jesus the Beloved of the Father became a Wanderer, a homeless Stranger in this world. The foxes had holes, and the birds of the air had their nests, but the Son of man had not where to lay his head. Luke 9:58.
Joseph goes there and they weren’t there. There was a man that came along and he asked him. Ge 37:17 And the man said, They are departed hence; for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. Dothan means the place of decrees. It tells us that Israel was so occupied with the decrees of the law that they were not at Shechem nor were they getting the strength which they should have had from God. When Christ came, Israel was dwelling at Dothan. They were occupied with what the law said and not the message of spirit of the law and letting the law work in them. 

When Joseph arrived at Shechem he found his brethren gone; they were not there. Now this is his chance to return to Hebron. Here is a good excuse for Joseph to turn back and give up searching for his brothers.  But no, he has no thought of turning back, or giving up the work given him of his father to do. The same was true of Christ whom Joseph foreshadowed. From start to finish we find Jesus devoted to His Father and His unceasing love toward His sheep. Jesus continued the painful search until He found them. For Jesus there was no appreciation from those to whom He ministered. He was despised and rejected. Those nearest Him did not fully understand who He was. Yet none of these things turned Him aside from going about His Father’s business! A work had been given Him to do, and He would not rest till it was finished. And Joseph went after his brothers. These words are the whole story recorded in the four Gospels! Jesus Christ went about from place to place; He was going after His brethren. He enters the synagogue and reads from the prophet Isaiah, why? So, that His brethren might be reached. He walks by the Sea of Galilee, seeking out those who should walk with Him for a season. 

Then He must needs go through Samaria why? Because there were some of His brethren in that place. The Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost. These words remind us, Joseph went after his brethren, but it is a type “Jesus went after you and me! How many years His unwearied love pursued me; pursued all of us over the mountains of unbelief and across the cliffs of sin! We need to give all praise to His marvelous grace. Ge 37:18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. 19 And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. Notice how that a conspiracy was formed against Joseph before he drew near unto them. How this reminds us of what happened during the days of Jesus’ youth. No sooner was He born into this world than the enmity of the carnal mind against God was displayed! A horrible “conspiracy” was hatched by Herod in the attempt to slay the newly born Savior. This was thirty years before He presented Himself publicly to the Jews. The same thing is found again and again during the days of His public ministry. Then the Pharisees went out and held a council against Him, how they might destroy Him in Matthew 12:14. Ge 37:20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams. In this verse we see Joseph as the sufferer. First, he was the son. 
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The same was with Jesus; the Jews did not believe Him. His teaching was nothing more to them than empty dreams. Mt 27:40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.  41  Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said,  42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. 43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. They mocked Joseph and they mocked Jesus and cast Him into the pit. For Jesus, when the stone was sealed and the watch was set, the Pharisees were saying in effect, We shall see what will become of His dreams. Is it any different now in modern Christendom? How do men and women today treat the words of Jesus Christ? Do those who listen to the Gospel give credibility to what they hear? Do they set to their heart that God is true? Do they really believe the word is true and they are the Lord’s own words? Ge 37:21 And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him. Ge 37:22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again. Reuben means see ye a son. He is typical of the end time faithful remnant of Israel who sought to protect Christ. 

But in figure Joseph did die here, but he did not die literally. They did not intend for Joseph to come out of that pit. They did not want to lay their hands on him. Israel did the same thing to Christ when they delivered him to the Roman Government.  Jesus was stripped of all His glory to suffer death on the cross for our redemption. Ge 37:23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colors that was on him; The same thing with Jesus, he came unto his brethren. Php 2:5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. These were the downward steps that Jesus suffered. He was stripped of His coat, His priestly garments, and He was crucified. Ge 37:24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it. Scripture makes it a point to tell us that pit had no water, why? If there had been water in the pit, Joseph would have drowned and died. It tells us how that Israel gave Jesus over to the Roman Government and their hands were clean. 

The reason why Joseph’s brothers put him in this pit was so that they would not get blood on their hands. They felt a little cleaner. It is the same with Christ, He was to suffer death at someone else’s hands, but in reality, they killed Him and so was Joseph killed. The pit where there is no water, is another name for Hades, the underworld, the abode of the disembodied dead. It was representative of all the dead before the resurrection of Christ. Refer to Zec 9:11 As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. Ge 37:25 And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and behold, a company of Ishmaelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. With Christ the Jews rejected the true bread and now they were eating bread thinking that they were fellowshipping and they did not even know the true bread. 
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And they sat down to eat bread,” and this, while Joseph was helpless in the pit! How this reminds us of Mt 27:35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet. They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots. 36 And sitting down they watched him there; Ge 37:26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood? 27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were content. Note that from among the twelve sons of Jacob Judah was the one that came up with this plan, just as from the twelve apostles Judas was the one to sell the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Ge 37:28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt. Merchantmen are typical of the Romans soldiers whom Jesus was delivered to. Get this his brothers lifted him out of this pit. They literally had their hands on him whether they wanted to acknowledge it or not. Twenty pieces of silver was the price of a slave in that day.  Jesus was sold for thirty pieces of silver the price of a slave, maybe inflation, I don’t know. Ge 37:29 And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. 30 And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is not; and I, whither shall I go?

Ge 37:31 And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood; This tells us of Calvary. This goat had to die for Joseph and the only reason he was killed was to get the blood. The blood of Jesus Christ as the blood of a scapegoat, a sin offering, was presented to the Father. Ge 37:32 And they sent the coat of many colors, and they brought it to their father; and said, This have we found: know now whether it be thy son's coat or no. 33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. It is as though Joseph has died and is no more. Chap 37 we find the rejection of Joseph which is the rejection of Christ and His deliverance unto death. Joseph was put into the pit and we know that he has been sold down into Egypt by his brothers and now in Chap 38 our story turns to a man by the name of Judah.

