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Ge 38:1 And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 2 And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name was Shuah; and he took her, and went in unto her. Judah here shows the history of the Jews after Joseph has been rejected. We find here that the Jews are now joined unto the world. That is exactly what happened after Jesus was crucified. They rejected Him and turned right back to the world. Notice this man was a Canaanite which means merchant. When we see merchant in scripture it speaks of making merchandise of the Gospel. Genesis 37 closes with an account of Jacob’s sons selling their brother Joseph unto the Midianites, and they, in turn sold him into Egypt. This speaks, in type, of Christ being rejected by Israel, and delivered unto the Gentiles. From the time that the Jewish leaders delivered their Messiah Jesus into the hands of Pilate they have, as a nation, had no further dealings with Him; and God, too, has turned from them to the Gentiles. Now Joseph is now seen in the hands of the Gentiles. But before we are told what happened to Joseph in Egypt, the Holy Spirit traces for us, in typical outline, of the history of the Jews, while Joseph in type is absent from the land. This is found in Genesis 38.

It is remarkable that Genesis 38 records the history of Judah, for long before Jesus was rejected by the Jews, Israel (the ten tribes) had ceased to have a separate history. I need to give an explanation of the twelve tribes of Israel. The 12 tribes of Israel are traditionally divided into two kingdoms: the Northern Kingdom (ten tribes) and the Southern Kingdom (Judah and Benjamin). The Ten Tribes, after the Kingdom split, were exiled by the Assyrians. The two remaining tribes, Judah and Benjamin, formed the Kingdom of Judah in the south. The twelve tribes of Israel were named after the sons and grandsons of Jacob, also known as Israel. After the death of King Solomon, the United Kingdom of Israel split into two kingdoms: the Northern Kingdom (also called the Kingdom of Israel) and the Southern Kingdom (also called the Kingdom of Judah). The Northern Kingdom consisted of ten tribes: Reuben, Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim, and Dan. Again, the Southern Kingdom consisted of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The Assyrian Empire conquered the Northern Kingdom around 720 BC. The tribes of Judah and Benjamin remained in the Southern Kingdom and were led by King David and later by his descendants.

Here, then, Judah foreshadows the history of the Jews since their rejection of Christ starting in V2. Ge 38:2 And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name was Shuah; and he took her, and went in unto her. Again, Canaanite means “the merchantman,” and “Shuah” means “riches.” Note the meaning of these names. They are no longer the quiet shepherds as of old; but, instead, travelling merchants. And “riches” has been their great pursuit. Three sons were born to Judah by Shuah, and note the meaning of their names: “Er” enmity; “Onan” iniquity; “Shelah” sprout. “Enmity” against Christ is what has marked the Jews all through the centuries of this Christian era. “Iniquity” surely fits this people. In those days, the average merchant was noted for dishonesty. While “sprout” describes the feeble life of this nation. But they are so marvelously preserved by God through innumerable trials and persecutions with the Jewish people. Judah, with increasing spiritual decline, moves away from the covenant family in Hebron. He integrates his life with the Canaanites, and he becomes a close friend to Hirah. He then marries a Canaanite and they have three sons. Time passes, and his first son marries Tamar. 
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We don’t know what he was doing, but this son is so wicked, God judges him through premature death. In Old Testament law the practice was where a brother would marry his deceased brother’s wife called Levirate law. Again, it required a brother of the deceased husband to take the widow as a wife, and the first son of that relationship would legally be considered the son of the deceased brother. This was intended to preserve inheritance and protect women who would have been left vulnerable. Ge 38:3 And she (wife of Judah) conceived, and bare a son; and he called his name Er. 4 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and she called his name Onan. 5 And she yet again conceived, and bare a son; and called his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she bare him. (Cezib means means lying, false, or deceitful.)  6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tamar. Ge 38:7 And Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD slew him. This is the only thing we know. We don’t know what deeds he was guilty of, but they were so bad that God killed him. 

Now in Israel if a man did not have any children and he died then his brother was to go into this one’s wife and raise up children, Onan refused to do that so God killed him to. Ge 38:8 And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother’s wife, and marry her, and raise up seed to thy brother. 9 And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when he went in unto his brother's wife, that he spilled it on the ground, lest that he should give seed to his brother. 10 And the thing which he did displeased the LORD: wherefore he slew him also. Onan does not want to reduce his potential inheritance, and so he simply uses Tamar. As a result, God judges him also. Then next in line is Shelah and Judah gets a little fearful because everyone that gets close to this woman dies. Ge 38:11 Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter in law, remain a widow at thy father’s house, till Shelah my son be grown: for he said, Lest peradventure he die also, as his brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father’s house. Judah promises his youngest son to Tamar, but V11 reveals he was blaming Tamar for the death of his sons and had no intention of giving Shelah to her.

Then Judah’s wife died and Tamar takes note of that.  Ge 38:12  And in process of time the daughter of Shuah Judah's wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went up unto his sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. Judah, had this superstition towards Tamar. Maybe he thought the same thing would happen to him; given two of his sons and his wife were now dead. To occupy his sorrowing mind, Judah joins in the festivities and celebrations that occurred around the time of sheep shearing. Enough time has passed so that Tamar now knows that Judah has no plans to have Shelah marry her. She concocts a successful plan to lure Judah. Why do this? Is it revenge? We don’t know! Although the Old Testament did not allow for it, some forms of ancient Levirate law may have extended to the father, especially now that his wife had died. So, this could have been a known practice. But there may be more going on here. It may be that she had a deep longing to be part of the covenant people of God. Although her approach cannot be excused, she had learned of God’s favor to the patriarchs and wished to be a part of God’s purpose with them. 

The fact she is mentioned in Ruth 4 and Matthew 1, gives us a clue which we will examine. After successfully deceiving Judah to part with his personal items, Judah is unable to locate this mystery harlot to exchange these items for payment and tries to forget about the event. 
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So, we will read, Ge 38:13 And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold thy father-in-law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep. 14 And she put her widow's garments off from her, and covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him to wife. So, in verse 14, she took off her widow’s garments and covered herself with a veil, as in a wedding veil, which is how prostitutes would have dressed to signal their intention in those days. She’s using clothing to deceive Judah, just like Jacob did with Isaac in Genesis 27:27. Isaac smelled his garments and blessed him, said, see, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed. Jacob dressed up like Esau in goat skins to make himself smell and feel like Esau so that he would be able to deceive his father Isaac, and also just like Joseph’s brothers with Jacob in the previous chapter. They took the coat of many colors and brought it to their father, covered in blood, and said, “This we have found. Please identify whether it is your son’s coat or not.” In verse 32. And their father believed that Joseph was dead because they used Joseph’s coat to deceive their father, Jacob.

15 When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot; because she had covered her face. Ge 38:16 And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his daughter in law.) And she said, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto me? 17 And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it? 18 And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto her, and she conceived by him. Tamar is going to need to prove that Judah was the one responsible for getting her pregnant. Otherwise, she knew that she would be put to death once she’s found out because she was involved in prostitution. Judah is a man of his word; He went back to get the kid of the flock and came back and couldn’t find her. Ge 38:19 And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail from her, and put on the garments of her widowhood.  20 And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the woman's hand: but he found her not. 

Ge 38:21 Then he asked the men of that place, saying, Where is the harlot, that was openly by the way side? And they said, There was no harlot in this place. 22 And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot find her; and also the men of the place said, that there was no harlot in this place. 23 And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not found her. Ge 38:24 And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, behold, she is with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and let her be burnt. 25 When she was brought forth, she sent to her father-in-law, saying, By the man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff. 26 And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more righteous than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more. The note in V26 that Judah “knew her again no more” may be a brief indicator of the beginnings of repentance in Judah’s life. The next time we read of Judah he appears to be leading by example within Jacob’s household. 
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Judah, in this situation, offers his jewels as collateral to Tamar, demonstrating a willingness to sacrifice his wealth for her. Similarly, Jesus, was willingly giving up His life on the cross, sacrificed his own being for the salvation of humanity. Jesus Christ, the Messiah, is a descendant of Judah through his son Perez, the product of Judah and Tamar’s union. Jesus, the ultimate sacrifice, willingly gave up His life on the cross to atone for the sins of humanity. Guess who is in the line of Christ? Tamar! Mt 1:1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren; 3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; Tamar is one of the 5 woman included in Jesus genealogy. God is not saying let us do evil that good may come. Ro 3:8. But notice that it was Tamar’s sin that gave her entrance into this line and the same thing is true with us, it was not our goodness that brought us unto Christ. It was our sin; it was because of our unrighteousness. Christ died for the ungodly. This is also shows us that God is never defeated and He can even bring good out of our foolishness and horrible mistakes even as He did from Tamar. She was in the line of Christ. Jesus is in the line of Judah and Judah is the one that got Tamar pregnant out of wedlock and she played the harlot. Notice that there is an expression of Christ in the 2 sons that she bore. She was pregnant with twins.

Ge 38:27 And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, behold, twins were in her womb.
 28 And it came to pass, when she travailed, that the one put out his hand: and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet thread, saying, This came out first. 29 And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, his brother came out: and she said, How hast thou broken forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore, his name was called Pharez. 30 And afterward came out his brother, that had the scarlet thread upon his hand: and his name was called Zarah. Chapter 38 terminates with the story of Tamar, the closing portions of which obviously foreshadowing the end-time conditions of the Jews. In the time of her travail “twins were in her womb” (Genesis 38:27). So, in the tribulation period there shall be two companies in Israel. The first, appropriately named “Pharez,” which means “breach,” speaking of the majority of the nation who will break completely with God and receive and worship the Antichrist. The second, “Zerah,” that had the “scarlet thread” upon his hand (Genesis 38:30), pointing to the godly remnant who will be saved, as was Rahab of old by the “scarlet cord.”

This is also a picture of Jesus at His first advent. Zarah is a picture of Christ at that first advent and his name means a rising as the sun. Zarah like Christ was seen for a moment, long enough to put the scarlet thread upon him. That means the blood of Christ was shed at the cross of Calvary when Jesus came the first time. It was just for a moment and if you remember at the stoning of Stephen, he looked up and saw the Son of God standing at the right hand of God. Jesus was standing there after the resurrection ready to come back and set up His Kingdom on earth, if at that time, if Israel as a nation accepted Him. But they didn’t. It is as though He drew back His hand with the scarlet thread on it and Pharez came forth. His name means breach. This is exactly what happened there was a breach between Israel and God at that time. Israel as a nation was set aside because they did not accept Christ. Again, Zarah means a sun rising and there is yet to be a Son rising for the nation of Israel when they  look upon Him whom they pierced and when they accept Him who had the scarlet thread upon Him which was the blood of Christ. 
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There is one common word all the way through chapter 38. Deception! Since the very beginning of Genesis, we have deception at various points and we need to understand why? In Gen 3 we learn deception thru Satan and how Eve was deceived. Adam was a type of Christ and Christ with His eyes wide open became sin for us. Jesus was not deceived; He made the choice. Adam did not want to be separated from Eve for eternity. Likewise, Jesus wants our fellowship. He died so that he would have us who believe on Him for eternity. But Satan has been here all the way through Genesis deceiving. After the murder, Cain was so full of arrogance that he tried to deceive God; but no one can deceive God. And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper? And he (God) said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground (Genesis 4:9-10). Then Jacob’s mother, Rebekah, convinced Jacob to steal his brother Esau’s birthright. Rebekah made a plan to deceive Isaac, who had become blind in his old age, by killing a goat and putting the hair from it on Jacob’s arms. 

Then she sent Jacob to his father who said, The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau’s hands: so he blessed him. God had already promised the birthright to Jacob; but Rebekah got ahead of God, and Jacob received the blessing through deceit. Ge 27:12 My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. Jacob’s sons also followed this pattern. Ge 34:13 And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their sister: Ge 34:25 And it came to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew all the males. The sons of Jacob deceived Shechem and Hamor and talked them into being circumcised and killed them all. Then next , Jacobs sons sold Joseph and deceived their father.

Joseph’s brothers had deceived and sold their own brother into slavery. Joseph’s brothers didn’t want their father to know what they had done, so they deceived him into thinking Joseph had died. And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood; And they sent the coat of many colors, and they brought it to their father. Of Joseph’s early life nothing is recorded. He could not have been more than five or six years old when his father left Mesopotamia. Joseph was the child of Jacob’s later life when his name was changed to Israel, this prince of God. Joseph did not learn the deception that his older brothers learned. Nor did he have the sad experiences associated with the earlier years at Haran. He comes before us in chapter 37 at the age of seventeen. His companions were his half-brothers, the grown-up sons of Jacob’s wives. Jacob’s elder sons had, naturally, been affected by the life in Haran, by all the jealousy at home, and by the deception between Laban and Jacob. They had been brought up under the influence of the old Jacob, while Joseph had been the companion of the changed Jacob when his name was changed to Israel. This is no doubt the time Jacob was maturing in the Lord.
We also will see the 12 sons and grandsons of Jacob who become the 12 tribes of Israel. The 12 tribes of Israel in the Old Testament as they wander through the wilderness is a parallel to the Church of the New Testament. Re 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks.
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This is one of the secrets of the Church at Ephesus, It is really symbolic of what God wants for the entire Church throughout this age. That is the way that Paul wrote the book of Ephesians. We have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ. That is true of the whole Church, but the whole Church is not interested. We see that how many of these Churches do not lay hold of spiritual blessings and they are really reprimanded because of it. Ephesus is representative of what God wanted for the entire Church as whole to be. So, He is walking amidst the seven golden candlesticks or the Church today. John saw Him doing that from the very end of the Church age, so it is symbolic of how He is walking and has walked down through all of the Church age judging the Churches, judging men, evaluating them even down to our day. 
The provision that God has provided is available for the entire Church, but again the entire Church will not choose to lay hold of that provision. God intended it for the whole Church, but only two of these Churches actually maintain the fullness of what God intended. Those two are Smyrna and Philadelphia. This is the same with Israel. It shows that there is a remnant that will always follow the Lord entirely. It is because the deceiver the Devil is out to get people to make the wrong choices. Paul wrote about this is Acts 20. 

When this Church of Ephesus started out they were very lofty and high in the heavenlies and they were a spiritual Church, but they already run into problems. We see that in Acts 20 when Paul wrote to the same Ephesian elders and he said, I know that after my departure grievous wolves are going to enter in among you. Ac 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. And we find this here in Revelation. Notice, Re 2:2 ………… and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: *** They had deception even in that day from those who were claiming to be Apostles of the Lord Jesus and yet they were not. Ephesus of that time said they had tried them and found them liars. In other words, they had measured them against the word of God and determined that they were not preaching the truth. They were liars. The Church as a whole has lost that ability down through the ages and they have not measured men and preachers by their message at all. So, they have gotten by with their lying ways. We are already being bombarded with deception, even in religious circles where man is adding and subtracting from the word of God. 

Satan has transformed himself into in angel of light, rather than darkness. He will claim to be “Christian.” He will recruit under the banner of the Christ. We must not marvel at the signs and wonders as the end time draws closer. In Le 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. 2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. This strange fire means that it did not come from the coals of the brazen altar. This was not to be done. We get our fire from Calvary. This strange fire was not of the power of the Holy Spirit. It was not on the basis of Calvary. It shows unbelief of Moses instruction because they were instructed exactly as to how they were to do this and so the Lord consumed them in  V2 with His fire. Today there is so much strange fire in the religious world. Men have turned the word of God into their own false doctrine. People don’t even realize that this deception is from the beginning of Genesis even when Eve was deceived of Satan. This fire of false doctrine has not been authorized by God. It is fire which has not been kindled by a coal from off His altar. It is fire which is not sustained by the oil of the Holy Spirit. 
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Therefore, it is strange fire. It is the energy of the flesh turned into a religious channel. This is not the same energy which is according to the knowledge of the word of God taught by the Apostle Paul. So, I ask you, what day is upon us right now. Let me read; 2Ti 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; Why has this happened? It is because of the rejection of sound doctrine. The enemy has come in to deceive! Men wrongly teach, holding an entirely false conception of God’s purpose and His design in the Gospel. These preachers have gone forth only to deceive and seduce the unwary. They say little or nothing about the requirements of God, or the diligence to practical study and application of the word of God to our lives. They cheapen the Gospel, and lower God’s standard, by perverting His Truth, and by telling people there is no race course to win Christ. They ignore the basic teaching of the Apostle Paul which he said, 2Ti 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Paul also said, 1Ti 4:15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Without rightly dividing the word of God, men in their deception, have produced a generation of professors, and not possessors who now infest the churches with their ungodly doctrines. The tragic thing is that so few now can see anything wrong with this. It has been a favorite device of false prophets in all ages to spread their errors through the efforts of flattering their pride by speaking of their gifts and talents. These false teachers poison men’s souls. But such are false teachers, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel, of light. (2 Cor. 11:13,14). All this is in opposition to the Truth. Paul wrote Ga 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. 

Another gospel is satanic energy which the minds and wills of its listeners are being led captive by the Devil. Satan is the deceiver, being the prince of deceit as well as of wickedness. When he had the awful nerve to tempt the Lord Jesus, he came with the Word of God on his lips saying, “It is written” (Matthew 4:6)! Though Satan’s kingdom be that of darkness, yet his craft is the imitation of light, and it is his agents that work by deception. They claim to be the apostles or teachers of Christ, but Joh 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. Let us be aware of strange fire, which is not according to knowledge of God. Let this scripture never ever be said of us. Isa 1:2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. Paul wanted us to have Ro 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; The spiritual gift was the Gospel and to be established is to be set fast. Why? To win Christ. Php 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
