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Chap 39 we revert back to Joseph. Three words that describe Joseph are the son, sufferer, and the sovereign. This is the second stage of his life as being the sufferer. Joseph suffered in prison likewise Christ suffered in prison. Christ was bound in this world by the will of God. Ge 39:1 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmaelites, which had brought him down thither. Potiphar means my affliction is broken. He is typical of the world and he is typical of us because our affliction was broken when Christ came into our lives. We also see some wonderful lessons in Joseph’s life as a full overcomer and this should be followed in our own lives. 
Genesis 39 is really a new beginning in the type, taking us back to the Incarnation, (this is when Jesus became both fully God and fully human) and this chapter traces the experiences of the Lord Jesus from another angle. What a contrast from being the beloved son in his father’s house to the degradation of slavery in Egypt! But this was as nothing compared with the voluntary self-humiliation of the Lord Jesus. 

He who was in the form of God, and thought it not robbery to be equal with God, made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant (Philippians 2:6,7). “Bond-slave” expresses the original better than “servant.” We can also refer to the prophetic language of Psalm 40. There we hear the Lord Jesus saying, Ps 40:6 Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. 7. Then said I, lo, I come; in the volume of the book, it is written of Me. 8 I delight to do Thy will, O My God.” These words carry us back to Ex 21:5 And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free: 6 Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him forever. The Lord Jesus was the Speaker of that prophecy in Psalm 40, and the fulfiller of this type in Exodus 21. He was the One who took the Servant’s place, and voluntarily entered into the degradation of slavery. And it is this which Joseph here typifies.

Ge 39:2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. 3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. Notice, the Lord made all that Joseph did “to prosper in his hand.” How these words remind us of two prophetic scriptures which speak of the perfect Servant of God. I am reminded of Ps 1:3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. This is the “Blessed Man,” the Man who walked not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of the scornful; the Man whose delight was in the Law of the Lord, and in whose Law, He did meditate day and night. This is spoken of specifically, of the Lord Jesus, in whom, this was fully realized. Then in Isaiah 53 every sentence of this chapter refers to Jesus Christ, and to Him, as God’s “Servant.” Of Joseph it is recorded, The Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand .(Genesis 39:3). Ge 39:4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 
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Potiphar recognizes this gift of a ruler or an overseer in Joseph and when he did, he made him overseer over all of his house. And Joseph became an overseer all the way through down here in Egypt. A man’s gift maketh room for him. When God has given us such a gift, God didn’t do it for nothing and it will not be wasted. Joseph did not go and try to do this on his own. The Lord opened the way up for him. Joseph was entirely different from any other servant that Potiphar ever had. The fear of God was upon him; the Lord was with him, prospering him; and he served his master faithfully. So, it was with Jesus Christ whom Joseph foreshadowed. The Lord Jesus was entirely different from any other servant God ever had. Isa 11:2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And so faithfully did Jesus serve God, He could say, Joh 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

Ge 39:5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field. The Father entrusted His Son Jesus in all the interests of the Godhead. He had the Divine character, the glorifying of God’s name, and the evidence of His throne. And what has been the outcome of the Beloved Son Jesus taking the Servant’s place, and assuming and discharging these heavy responsibilities? The Lord “blessed” the “Egyptian’s house,” for the sake of Jesus whom Joseph foreshadowed? The “Egyptian’s house” symbolizes the world, and how bountifully has the world been blessed for Christ’s sake! We see here that is why the world has not been destroyed. Ge 39:6 And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favored. How the Holy Spirit guarded Joseph! Joseph had entered into the misery of slavery. He could no longer go as he pleased, but he was subject to the will of another. 

He was no longer dwelling in his father’s house in Canaan, but instead, he was a bond slave in an Egyptian’s house. We are told, “Joseph was a goodly person, and well favored.” So, too, Jesus took a lowly place, the place of humiliation and shame, the place of submission as a servant. Yet, how intensely did the Father see to it that the glory of His Son was guarded! No sooner was He laid in the manger (the place He took), than God sent the angels to announce to the Bethlehem shepherds that the One born (the person) was none other than “Christ, the Lord.” A little later, the wise men from the East came before the young child in worship. As soon as He comes forth to enter (the place of) His public ministry, serving others, instead of being served, God causes John the Baptist to go before Him and testify that he was not worthy to stoop down and unloose the shoe-latchet of the (person) of the Lamb of God. Then on the Cross, where, God’s Servant Jesus was seen in the place of shame! Truly, He is a “goodly person, and well favored.” Ge 39:7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, lie with me. 

8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; Joseph would not violate that trust that he had with Potiphar. Note that for our lives as well. 
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Ge 39:9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back anything from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? 10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. Ge 39:11 And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the house there within. 12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. She accused him and lied about him. 13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth. Note how the Holy Spirit has placed the account of what Judah did in Genesis 38 with Tamar and how Joseph handled this in Genesis 39. And how significant that the un-faithfulness of the one is placed before the faithfulness of the other! Joseph’s temptation foreshadowed the temptation of the Lord Jesus, the last Adam, and His faithfulness in refusing the evil solicitations of Satan. It was in contrast from the failure of the first Adam, before Him. Joseph’s temptation is divided into three distinct parts (as was that of our Lord Jesus). 

Joseph like Judah faced temptation. Judah was a successful man near his home while Joseph was a vulnerable slave far from home. Like Judah Joseph faced temptation from a forbidden woman, but unlike Judah who held the power, Joseph’s temptress held the power, Potiphar’s wife. How was Joseph able to endure? Scripture supports only one answer: Joseph, had been given power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph foreshadows the last Adam, Jesus Christ just as Judah points back to the first Adam. Adam and Judah relied on their own strength and intellect, leading them to immediately fall into temptation under ideal circumstances. Joseph and Jesus relied on the power of the Holy Spirit. By the power of the Holy Spirit, they did not give way to temptation under very challenging circumstances. Adam and Judah tried to shift blame and ignore their responsibility. Joseph and Jesus embraced responsibility and obeyed God rather than man. Jesus like Joseph was falsely accused by an unfaithful wife (Israel) and therefore condemned by a foreign official (Pilate) to suffer the punishment the wife (Israel) deserved. Joseph was thrown in a dungeon and forgotten before being raised to prominence, just as Jesus was buried and raised again. Joseph and Jesus both knew that they underwent all of this to accomplish God’s purpose to save His people. 

We too can have the faith and endurance of Joseph. Judah’s failure was not the end of the story. When his sin found him out, he declared that Tamar was more righteous than he was (Genesis 38:26).  This was a turning point for Judah and likely his point of genuine conversion. After that, we will see in an upcoming study that Judah stepped up and took responsibility for his brothers. He is the one who convinced them to sell Joseph. But later he guaranteed Benjamin’s safety in Egypt (Genesis 43:8-9). Judah even volunteered to be enslaved in Benjamin’s place (Genesis 44:18). And through the line of Perez, one of the twins born from Judah’s union with Tamar, would come David and ultimately Christ. In a family that was going downhill, God used the lowest point for one of the worst sinners in order to bring about salvation for His people. And He does the same thing today. So, when we fail in some way, there is hope in the One to whom Joseph points and who brought about salvation in Judah. But for the grace of God there go I. But for the grace of God the family of Israel born out of turmoil and entangled in sin would never become a mighty nation as the covenant people of God, but for grace.  
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But for the grace of God, we too would be without hope.  Our sin brings about the curse like Reuben, but like Judah by God’s grace in Christ we inherit His blessings instead. So, Judah is the heritage of the true people of God, which is a heritage of failure and salvation. While Joseph foreshadowed Jesus, Jesus is the Lion of Judah. So, when we fail in anything let us repent like Judah and enter the blessing promised to Judah: Ge 49:9 Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. Joseph was not tempted in Canaan, by his brethren, but in Egypt (symbol of the world), by the wife of a captain of Pharaoh’s guard Potiphar. And the temptation suffered by the Lord Jesus did not come from His brethren according to the flesh, but from Satan, “the prince of this world.” Notice how Joseph resisted the repeated temptation. Joseph said how then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God? Compare this statement of Joseph’s with Ps 105:19 Until the time that his word came: the word of the LORD tried him. 

It was by the same Word that the Savior Jesus rejected the enemy. Then notice “And he (Joseph) left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out” (Genesis 39:12). Joseph was falsely accused. Ge 39:14 That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice: Hebrew means sojourner which is a very revolting title. She insults him and lies about him to Potiphar. Joseph suffered because he directly refused carnal fellowship. So don’t be surprised when we take a stand for the truth and righteousness, we are going to pay the price. We will suffer for that and Joseph was willing to pay the price. Ge 39:15 And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out. 16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. 17 And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me: 18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out. 19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled. 

There was no ground whatsoever for a true charge to be brought against Joseph, so an unjust one was given. So it was, too, with Jesus who was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.” His enemies “the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, gave false witness against Jesus, to put Him to death. Joseph attempted no defense against his accuser. So, he was falsely accused by this Egyptian woman, he does not attempt to prove his innocence. There was not a word of appeal made; nor is there any murmuring against the cruel injustice done to him. So, he was just cast into prison. There was no blame; nothing but a quiet enduring of the wrong. When Joseph was reviled, like the Savior, he reviled not again. And how all this reminds us of what we read in Isaiah 53:7, with its recorded fulfillment in the Gospels, “He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth!” Ge 39:20 And Joseph’s master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison. Joseph is just like Christ here. We find in Isaiah 53 that Jesus was as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
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We do not read any kind of resistance or defense on the part of Joseph either. The same was true of Christ. Just as Joseph, who was completely innocent, was unjustly cast into prison, so our Lord Jesus was unjustly sentenced to death by Pilate who said, “I find no fault in Him.” What a parallel between the acts of Potiphar and Pilate. It seems evident that Potiphar did not believe the accusation which his wife brought against Joseph. Had Joseph really done this, he would have ordered Joseph as a Hebrew slave to be put to death. But he had Joseph cast into prison. Note the parallel in Pilate. He, too, did not believe in the guilt of our Lord Jesus. Isn’t why he was reluctant to give his consent for Him to be crucified? He, too, knew the character of those who accused the Savior. But, for the sake of appearances and as an officer of the Roman Empire, against Jesus who was charged with being rebellious against Caesar, he passed the sentence.
Joseph too suffered at the hands of the Gentiles. Not only was Joseph envied and hated by his own brethren, and sold by them into the hands of the Gentiles, but he was also treated unfairly by the Gentiles too, and unjustly cast into prison. 

So, we can refer to, Ac 4:26 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. 27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. Joseph, the innocent one, suffered severely. In Stephen’s speech we find a statement which bears this out. Ac 7:9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him, 10 And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house.  How much, we wonder, is covered by these words, “delivered him out of all his afflictions”! What humiliations, trials and pains, was he called on to suffer? In Ps 105:17 He (God) sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: 18 Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron. How these references remind us of Jesus that Blessed One, who was mocked and spit upon, scourged and crowned with thorns, and nailed to that awful cross! We find here that Joseph won the respect of his jailor. 

Ge 39:21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. This seems to parallel the fact that the Roman centurion, the one who had charge of the crucifixion of Jesus, cried,” Certainly this was a Righteous Man” (Luke 23:47). Thus did God give His Son favor in the sight of this Roman who corresponded with Joseph’s jailor. Ge 39:21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. We are going to get into some situations that we may not deserve and places that are very difficult for us. But the Lord went to prison with Joseph and He does exactly the same thing for us. He did not forsake Joseph nor will He forsake us. He showed Joseph mercy, and gave him favor. Ge 39:22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. Why did the keeper do that? Because he recognized this great gift of stewardship or ruling that Joseph had. Ge 39:23 The keeper of the prison looked not to anything that was under his hand; because the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper. (that is the kind of confidence that he had in Joseph and why) 
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These guys that were in prison were not Sunday school boys. Joseph had such a gift of being able to relate to these people and being able to control and oversee them. The same thing is true in our lives, God can do this with us why? Because the LORD is with us, and that which he did, the LORD made it prosper in his hand. Ge 40:1 And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt. What he did we are not told to get thrown into prison but it may not have been much. Ge 40:2 And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. 3 And he put them in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph was bound. The sovereignty of God is amazing He can work things beyond our control and do exactly what He wants to do and that is what He did here. Joseph was not alone in the place of shame and suffering. Nor was the Lord Jesus. And just as there were two malefactors crucified with Him, so two offenders were in the prison with Joseph! Ge 40:4 And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them: and they continued a season in ward. 

5 And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one night, each man according to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison. 6 And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, they were sad. Joseph came in to them in the morning and looked at them, and saw that they were sad: This was a window into the heart of Joseph. 7 And he asked Pharaoh’s officers that were with him in the ward of his lord’s house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly today? In this, Joseph shows us Jesus. An innocent Man Jesus came into humanity’s prison and lived our hardships and temptations, suffering worse than all, yet He never looked for our pity. In a sense, Jesus asks us, Why do you look so sad today? As Jesus lives His life through His people, they will also care about the needs of others, even when their needs are real and apparent. Ge 40:8 And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, I pray you. This is right down Joseph’s alley. He had dreams when he was a child. The Butler went first and told his dream. In interpreting their dreams, Joseph foretold the future destiny of the butler and the baker. 

But notice that in doing this Joseph was careful to give the glory to God, saying, “Do not interpretations belong to God?” Just like Jesus in Joh 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. Ge 40:9 And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; 10 And in the vine were three branches: and it was as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes:  Ge 40:11 And Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand. 12 And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days: 13 Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler. 14 But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house: Jesus said,  Luke 22: 19 in connection with the Last Supper, “This do in remembrance of Me. Joseph just like anybody else, he did not want to be in prison, so he said tell the Pharaoh about me so I can get out of this prison. I would like to be delivered from this place. 
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In the dream grapes are symbolic of the blood of Christ and that is the way of deliverance and this man was delivered because of that. Ge 40:15 For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon. 
16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had three white baskets on my head: The white baskets are symbolic of the self-righteousness of men. Jesus said Mt 23:27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. It tells of the self-righteousness of men which is not going to stand up. Ge 40:17 And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head. All of this self-effort does not bring salvation. The pressed grape, the blood of Christ brings deliverance. All of this self-effort does not bring deliverance and so Joseph tells him; Ge 40:18 And Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation thereof: The three baskets are three days: 19 Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee. 

And just as there were two malefactors crucified with Jesus, so two offenders were in the prison with Joseph! One receives deliverance, but the other judgement. It is with good reason that the Holy Spirit has seen fit to record the details of these dreams. Connected with the spared one, the butler, we read of “the cup” into which the grapes were pressed. (Genesis 49:10-12), suggesting to us the precious Blood of the Lamb, by which all who believe are delivered. Connected with the one who was not delivered, the baker, were baskets full of bakemeats (Genesis 40:16,17), suggesting human labors, the works of man’s hands, which are powerless to deliver the sinner, or justify him before God: for those, there is only the “Curse,” referred to here by the baker being “hanged on a tree.” Refer to Ga 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree. So it was at the Cross: the one thief went to Paradise; the other to Perdition. So, we have the Butler and the grapes and pressings are figurative of the Blood of Christ (therefore they have redemptive value). 

They were given unto Pharaoh (figurative of God) as an offering. Then the Baker; his dream had three white baskets of baked meats representing man’s self-works that men would bring unto God, but were destroyed by evil spirits, hence they have no redemptive value. Ge 40:20 And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. 
21 And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand: 22 But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them. 23 Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgot him. This butler forgot Joseph. This is a picture of people who are just concerned for themselves. Just as Jesus said so shall it be with every word of the Son of God, Heaven and earth shall pass away, but His words shall not pass away. In Chapter 40 is: we can only bow our heads and say, Ps 139:17 How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!


