Genesis 4
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(Chapter Three) Cain and Abel represent the second day’s work. There is a division between them, even as the division of the waters below from the waters above. We see this plainly manifested in the world at large in the two seeds; the Seed of the woman (the new creation) and the seed of the serpent (the old creation). And these two natures, the one, good; the other, evil, are at strife within the believer, as well as in the world. 

The second day’s work – Literal View
There is more to be done. And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters and let it divide the waters from the waters. God continues to divide. He separated the light from the darkness, and now He divides the waters.  Gen 1:8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.  
View second Day Spiritual:
This teaches that, through the power of the unseen things above, there is the beginning of an inward change in the soul. Heavenly longings and desires attract upward. There is a strong pull away from earthly things and the heart is purified by the power of a new seed of the Christ life planted within. The heart is now subject to Divine restraint under the government of God. The general state of the newborn soul remains the same; but there is yet no fruit, no solid ground, no stability visible whatever. 

It is the state upon which Paul comments when he says, in me, that is in my flesh, dwells no good thing. Yea, more of such a one he could say, how to perform that which is good, I find not. He added further to will is present with me, and with the mind I myself serve the law of God. At this stage man is not lawless, but powerless. There is no settled peace yet, no abounding victory; but the showers of blessing will come in due time. Many of God’s children never get any further in their spiritual growth than the stage of this second day’s work, which God did not pronounce good. Is it not sad? Observe that every stage of this reconstruction work is produced by the Word. Each time as God’s voice is heard, there follows the display of Divine power. Both the Spirit and the Word are necessary to accomplish the Divine counsels in the human soul as Well as with the earth.

Ge 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? 7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

We were all born outside of the Garden of Eden. The two seeds are portrayed here.  We have all come into the world with a sinful nature and we received that through Adam. 
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The words of the Apostle Paul  - Through one man, sin entered into the world and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men; for that all have sinned. Romans 5:12.
With the fall of Adam we enter upon a new period. Innocence is gone forever. Judgment upon man was never in the mind of God; for Christ, the Lamb of God was slain before the foundation of the world. This is God’s provision. He had foreseen and had provided for sin. While there is judgment on Adam’s sin; it is not the final judgment upon lost humanity. 

Physical death was announced, and the proof of it is before our us today. God has spoken and said unto dust shalt thou return. We have evidence of this truth when the final judgment will not take place until all the unbelieving dead are raised. Then the wicked dead will be judged, not for Adam's sin, but because they refused Christ. The original sin, the result of the disobedience of Adam, has been more than met and compensated for by the obedience of Christ. The penalty, of death, has been taken and, overcome by Christ Jesus. For us believers, Paul said this:

Eph 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

In Cain we have both the first seed of the woman as well as the seed of the serpent. Cain is the elder; for we have “first that which is natural and afterwards that which is spiritual.” I Cor 15:46. His mother names him Cain – “acquisition,” this expresses his character, and of natural man’s character. Eve named him in the joy of his birth, and the hope that he was the promised seed through whom redemption was to come. She said, “I have gotten, or acquired a man from the Lord.” But she was mistaken. 

She had forgotten that there was also the seed of the serpent to be reckoned with. All goes well apparently. It takes time for the development of the nature of the seed; but it finally shows itself according to that which was spoken, and by way of contrast with the other seed. And again, Eve bare his brother Abel. He was a keeper of sheep; but Cain was a tiller of the ground. This second man Abel stands out in every way, in absolute contrast with the first. His name, means “breath.” Breath ascend; like a breath on a cold morning here for a second and gone but it ascends upward. It is in harmony with his character and his descendants. He is short- lived, a breath, a vapor. James says it like this: Jas 4:14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 
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Abel is not a success on the earth as man judge, though he tends his sheep faithfully. His descendants are the people of “the bruised heel;” Seth, the third son of Adam, continues the line. God takes pleasure in numbering the days of this seed. Their life is precious and rare in His eyes. 
Seth is the line of the new creation. The first man, Cain, continually seeks the things of this world. Gain is what he is after in conformity with his name. “acquisition.” When he is cast out of the presence of the Lord, he flees to the land of Nod (“wandering”). Here he lived in apparent forgetfulness of God. He was the first builder in the earth, for he wanted a city whose builder and maker was not God! 

He desired to adorn and beautify the world in which to settle down and find his home. His descendants are the world’s great men and lust and violence mark them out as being away from God. They are also religious, but too often after man’s ways. The name of God, “El” is found in the names of Cain’s offspring. The Hebrew for God is Elohim which means plural. El is singular. One question most often asked, Where did Cain get his wife? He evidently found her among one of his sisters. The Lord had not yet forbidden such marriages. To Adam and Eve were born many daughters (Chapter 5:4). God never tells us something merely to satisfy our curiosity. His words are always purposeful, pointed, and powerful.

Ge 4:3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to Lord. Remember God had cursed the fruit of the ground. (3:17 cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;)  V4 And Abel he also brought of the firstlings of the flock and of the fat thereof. Here is the contrast between these two men. The difference in their approach to the Lord. They begin to manifest their different natures. Abel’s nature is different from that of Cain. He shows his connection with the chosen Seed by his offering.

Cain, the elder, comes first with his offering to the Lord. It is of the fruit of a sin-cursed earth. It may have been something rare and beautiful. He may have spent much labor on it; but that is just the point. It represented the work of his own hands. He had toiled to get it. His best efforts were bound up in his sacrifice. It was the best he could do. The Lord God did not accept his offering though it had cost him much labor. Why is this? In his offering, Cain denied the fall of man, denied his need of atonement, and refused to yield to the verdict of God, that he needed a 
blood sacrifice. Jesus Christ was that blood sacrifice. By his offering he claimed a place of fellowship with the Lord on the basis of his own good works. 

He was insisting that he was able to save himself, thereby calling God a liar; for the Lord promised his father, Adam, a Redeemer (Christ) who would save him and bruise the serpent’s head. Abel, heeded the words of his parents and brought the firstlings of the flock as a sacrifice. Who taught Abel this? His parents! He did not deny that he needed a blood atonement. He admitted by his offering that he was fallen and needed a Savior. He could not lift himself up. In other words, he confessed he is a sinner, naked and undone and one who needs a Savior. God was pleased by Abel's offering; but He refused the offering of Cain.  How do we please God? God the Father said This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
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Ga 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. Ro 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 1Th 4:1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more. Abel had to have gone to the East of. The Garden and saw the way blocked by the Cherubim. Ge 3:24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. He agreed with God that the sin of his parents warranted them to be thrown out if the Garden. Cain must have believed that his parents weren’t that bad to deserve this. Cain did not agree with God. 

Cain - “acquisition.” He worships in self-will; he is angry with God; he refuses to bring a sin-offering; he murders his brother; he lies to God; he becomes a vagabond.
Abel - name, means “breath.” Breath ascend; like a breath on a cold morning here for a second and gone but it ascends upward. This is the type of the spiritual man. His sacrifice, in which the atoning blood was shed. Heb 9:22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. This sin offering was an expression of his faith. Heb 11:4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. Where does faith come from? So, Abel heard! All religions can be summed up in the way of Cain or the way of works; or the way of Abel, the way of the blood. We cannot work for it. We must accept the blood offering of Christ and rest in that. 

There is only one right way, only one way that God accepts. We have it here in Abel’s offering - the firstlings of the flock, the lambs, representative of Christ’s glorious redemptive work on the Cross. God accepts no other way. They are all wrong, whatever system of religion, whatever the morality, or the beauty, the culture, the wisdom of its ethics; God refuses them all. Men must bring a blood atonement by which they acknowledge that the penalty for sin, which is death, has been met by Jesus Christ. He died and we died in Him, but we are raised together with Him in newness of life never to see death again. We live! Our death has been handled by Christ. When we leave this earth we just change addresses. Nature would never have dictated Abel’s way; but rather that of Cain. 

Who would ever suppose that the death of an innocent victim could atone for the guilty, or that the blood one man Christ Jesus could put away sin? When we look at it from reason’s standpoint, such a salvation seems utterly foolish; 1Co 1:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty. 
The Cross is the most foolish method of redemption to the natural man, but in it is expressed all the wisdom of God. 1Co 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. Here we see that Cain is just the natural man, religious in a way, but he cannot see the reason for bringing the blood of an animal as his way of salvation. He refuses to acknowledge the penalty for sin which is death. Therefore, God refuses him and his offering. 
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Cain is very angry; yet God reasons with him. Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. The word for sin in this place is the same word used for sin-offering. God was trying to convince Cain that he must come by way of the blood if he were to be accepted of God and have fellowship with Him. This was not the way of works. The sin offering is what God was talking about; Christ Himself was the sin offering. Ge 4:7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. Who is the door?

Joh 10:7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. Joh 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. God is speaking this to men today. If thou do well, I will accept you. But who does well? Who has never sinned? Then He offers, Come the way of Abel, the blood way, the way of the Cross. The Lord spoke the same message to the children of Israel. They were given the Commandments to keep, but when they sinned, God had provided the offerings, so that He would be propitiated. But no, Cain would not accept God’s way, and neither will man listen to God today. He continues to reason it out for himself to his own eternal sorrow. 

This is so simple, but men refuse this today. God want us to believe in His son. Joh 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. ****Just believe; you have everlasting life and you will never, never ever be condemned. You have already have had one translation when we believed in Christ. Now as Paul said in Col 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: ****This first translation fits us for the physical translation which could take place any moment. We are waiting for Jesus to take us to our real home.

Ge 4:8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. In the original Hebrew Bible, it has “And Cain told Abel . . .” No doubt they had an argument as to the way of salvation. Men can be very eager for error. Satan can influence the mind of the old creation against those who differ from them as to their religion, or their church. 

Remember, we have an old creation, the flesh within us and we have the new creation life within us as well. One represented by Cain the old creation (flesh) and the Abel, the new creation life (life of Christ within the believer). A Christian has the choice to serve one or the other. We have this battle within us until Christ takes us home. It is sad to see such zeal of the flesh; a zeal which made Cain slay his brother. He lost control of himself through his deep anger. This nice fellow who had brought such a beautiful offering to the Lord. He is infuriated with envy and jealousy to such a degree that when he finds his brother alone, he kills him. His religion could not stand the test. When God confronted him with his crime, he lied. 
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This is a true of the old nature or old creation or flesh. It us called Self-righteousness. Cain does not get by with his denial. The Lord tells him that the blood of his brother accuses him from the ground on which it was spilled. Still, he does not repent, nor does he confess his sin. God pronounces judgment on him. Cain accepts the judgment, though complaining of how severe it is. What is it that happened to Cain and will happen to all unbelievers that reject Christ. It is the separation from the presence of God forever. He speaks the curse himself . Ge 4:14 Behold, Thou hast driven me out from the face of the earth, and from Thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth. And it shall come to pass that every one that finds me shall slay me. 

Ge 4:16 And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord ..... This seems to be one of the saddest verses in the Bible. It reminds us of the words relating to Judas: He went out and it was night. (John 13:30). It was certainly outer darkness forever for both these men. Oh, how sad, doom awaits every rejector of the blood of Christ for salvation. They go in the “Woe” way. Cain was the first man to prove his relationship with the devil. He was the first murderer. He killed his brother, but that death is only temporary; for Abel shall rise again in the resurrection of the just. 
Cain is a fitting type of the Jew, the self-righteous nation. Cain was the first “pharisee.” The sin offering, Christ, was lying at their door, but they would not have Him. They insisted upon claiming their own merits, refusing God’s way of salvation. 

They killed their Brother, the Lord Jesus Christ, and brought a curse upon themselves. What was meant for their eternal good if they had accepted Jesus, has instead worked for evil against them. His blood cries out for vengeance even to this day. They were driven out of Palestine, the place of blessing, and have been wanderers on the face of the earth, scattered among the Gentiles who have ruled over them. As it is written in Hosea 3:4, The children of Israel shall abide many days without a king and without a prince and without a sacrifice and without an image and without an ephod and without a teraphim. Teraphim means healer.

1Sa 19:13 And Michal took an image, (Teraphim) and laid it in the bed, and put a pillow of goats’ hair for his bolster, and covered it with a cloth. 14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, He is sick. This teraphim was the shape of human breast. In Hosea, God was telling Israel that because Israel had played the harlot. It was because they were outside of the true vine of Christ. It becomes useless, hard and hurtful. Jesus the true vine is the only one that can bring healing and joy. Teraphims were gods in the shape of human busts along with the other idols that Israel had. Hosea 3:4.
 
The Lord set a mark upon Cain lest any finding him should kill him. The meaning refers to the Jew! God says, Ge 4:15 Whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. This has been proved over and over again with Israel. It has been a dangerous thing for a nation, or a people to hurt the Jew - sevenfold has been the retribution meted out to them. But we must always remember that this world is not our home. Our life here is but a breath, a vapor. We are looking for the same city which Abraham looked for, whose Builder and Maker is God. To reject Abel’s way of approach to God is to reject the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. We would conclude that Cain’s issue, which is shown by his son Lamech. 

Page 7
The record shows he was the first recorded polygamist. His wives’ names were Adah (ornament) and Zillah (tinkling or musical instrument). Maybe he married one as an ornament and the other to entertain him. He was seeking to be happy without God in that far-off country. He said to his wives, in V 23 Hear my voice; hearken to my speech; for I have slain a young man to my wounding and a young man to my hurt. If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold; truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold. Violence and murder follow in the line of Cain. The end is marked, even as the beginning. There has been no improvement, no change for the better; rather for the worse. The last name of the line which is given, is Tubal-cain (Cain's issue), which emphasizes the truth taught from the beginning to the end in the Bible. That which is born of the flesh is flesh.

Tubal-cain - carry, lead (forth) produce, i.e. a crop or fruit, increase. But this was the wrong fruit

Ge 4:25And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel whom Cain slew. The birth of Seth marks a new beginning. We have many “beginnings” in this book of Genesis. Seth, the third son, represents first of all, Christ in resurrection; secondly, the man in Christ, who also came up out of the tomb. All of these personalities who represent Christ, have also a personal application to the saints of God, as we will see next time!

