Genesis 41 May 13, 2025 The Sufferer to the Sovereign
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Ge 41:1  And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river. 2 And, behold, there came up out of the river (the Nile) seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow.  3 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river. 4 And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So, Pharaoh awoke. Then he went back to sleep and had another dream. Ge 41:5 And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good. 6 And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after them. 7 And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. This chapter opens with the king of Egypt dreaming two dreams, and awaking with his spirit troubled. The court magicians and wise men were summoned, and Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none that could interpret them to Pharaoh. Then it was that the chief butler recalled his experience in prison. He remembers how he had a dream, and that a Hebrew slave had interpreted the significance of the dream. 

He tells this to the king, and Pharaoh sends at once for Joseph, who explains to him the meaning of his own dreams. Ge 41:8 And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh. 9 Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this day: Two years later this butler remembers Joseph and he tells Pharaoh about him and they get Joseph to interpret the dreams. 10 Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of the guard’s house, both me and the chief baker: 11 And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream. 12 And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according to his dream he did interpret.13 And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged. 14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. Can you imagine what Joseph looked like after being in that dungeon for those years. He must have smelled very badly.

It was no accident that Pharaoh dreamed as he did, and when he did. God’s time had come for Joseph to be delivered from prison and exalted to a position of high honor and responsibility. These dreams were the instrument employed by God to accomplish this for Joseph. Get this! The most trivial and the most important, and the most likely and the most unlikely circumstances are made to minister and develop God’s purposes in our lives. Sometimes we feel that God has deserted us  but all the time, He is working things out for our good. Think what Joseph must have felt in that dungeon. Could he have thought, Lord, you have deserted me! In chapter 39 Potiphar’s wife, and in chapter 40, Pharaoh’s chief butler is used to put Joseph in this dungeon. Satan is behind this, putting Joseph into the dungeon and God allowed this for His purpose. God was behind the scenes. He was guiding all the circumstances, and when the due time was come, he brought forth Joseph for His purpose. This reminds me of Ps 31:8 And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy: thou hast set my feet in a large room. This is God’s right to do as He sees fit. This is God’s sovereignty to do with whatever means necessary. 
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And He does the same thing in our lives. We don’t always understand it, but God is working it for our good. He is above all, and can use all to accomplish His grand and unsearchable designs. It is sweet to know that no matter what our Father orders for us, His hand and counsel is in everything that comes our way. It is also sweet to know that God uses all sorts of means at His sovereign disposal. He uses angels, men and yes even devils to accomplish His purpose. The scripture that comes to mind is  Ro 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
All are under His almighty hand, and all are made to carry out His purposes. So, note that Egypt stands in Scripture for the world. In Joseph’s time, Egypt was the center of learning and culture. Pharaoh was the leader of the ancient civilizations, but the people were idolaters. They did not know God. Remember only in God’s light can we see light. Apart from Him, all is darkness, morally and spiritually. So, we see it in the chapter before us. The magicians were powerless, the wise men displayed their ignorance, and Pharaoh was made to feel the powerlessness of all human resources and the worthlessness of all human wisdom.

The man of God, Joseph, (Christ) was the only one that had true wisdom and light. How true it is that “the secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him!” These dreams of Pharaoh had a prophetic significance: They tell of the future of Egypt (typically, the world), and no Gentile had intelligence in the purpose of God for the earth. God was pleased to make known His counsels to a Gentile. But a Jew had to be called, each time, as interpreter. It was this same way with Nebuchadnezzar. The wise men of Chaldea for Nebuchadnezzar were as helpless as the magicians of Egypt. Daniel, alone, had understanding for Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams and vision. So, too, with Belshazzar and all his companions that Daniel the prophet had to be called in to interpret the message upon the wall. What would it be today if leaders of the world would turn  to the inspired writings of this Bible of the things which must shortly come to pass?
These words are largely written across our lesson tonight; “all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.” It would be well for all God’s people to take this to their heart, but sadly many reject it. 

But the trouble is, people grow impatient under the process, while God is taking the tangled threads of our lives and making them “work together for good.” People have become so occupied with present circumstances and some have even been led away in error. Their hope is no longer exercised, and the brighter and better future is blotted from view because they have been led away from the truth of the word of God. Let us bear in mind that Scripture declares, “Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof” (Ecclesiastes 7:8). Be of good cheer, faint heart; sorrow may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. So, it was with Joseph. For a season he suffered wrongfully, but at the last God vindicated and rewarded him. We must always remember our Joseph (Christ), and “let patience have her perfect work.” Joseph, in due time, was delivered from prison. Joseph had been rejected by his brethren, and treated unjustly and cruelly by the Egyptians. Through no fault of his own he had been cast into prison. But God did not suffer him to end his days there. The place of shame and suffering was to be exchanged for one of high dignity and glory. The throne was to replace the dungeon. The same was for Christ! 
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And now that God’s time for this had arrived, nothing could hinder the accomplishment of His purpose. So, it was with our blessed Lord Jesus. Israel might despise and reject Him; and wicked hands might take and crucify Him; and the powers of darkness might rage against Him; His lifeless body might be taken down and laid in the tomb; and the sepulcher sealed and a watch set to ensure He would not escape or His body stolen. But it was not possible that He should be held by death.  Ac 2:24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. On the third day, He rose again in triumph over the grave, leaving the winding-clothes of death behind Him. How beautifully this was prefigured in the case of Joseph. Ge 41:14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.
Think of how Joseph looked being in that dungeon all those years. He was sold at the age of 17 by his brothers and now he is 30 years old. He has been in that dungeon for 13 years. Some of that time, Joseph was in Potiphar’s service before he was wrongly accused by Potiphar’s wife; the rest of the time, he was in prison. Compare this with: Joh 20:6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 

Note that the napkin was wrapped together in a place by itself. The custom was when they would finish eating, if they were getting up from the table and not returning, they would just leave the napkin unfolded. But here the napkin was folded mean Christ is going to return. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if He came tonight right here while we are still eating and feasting on His word! Joseph was delivered from prison by the hand of God. It is evident that, apart from Divine intervention, Joseph had been suffered to deteriorate in the dungeon to the end of his days. It was only the coming in of God that Joseph was delivered. Pharaoh’s troubled spirit, the failure of the magicians’ to interpret his dream, the butler’s sudden recollection of the Hebrew interpreter that brought about his release. Joseph himself recognized this, as is clear from his words to his brothers, at a later date: Ge 45:5 Now therefore be not grieved, (Joseph told his brothers) nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. Ge 45:7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

Jesus Christ did not come to destroy us, but He took all that pain, suffering and sorrow to save us! Jesus our Savior was delivered from the prison of the tomb: Ge 41:16 And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace. Notice Joseph said, it is not in me: He did it by the power of God. God is going to satisfy you with the answer here. He gave God the glory! Ge 41:17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I stood upon the bank of the river: 18 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured; and they fed in a meadow: 19 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness: 20 And the lean and the ill favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine: 21 And when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten them; but they were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. So, I awoke. 22 And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good: 23 And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung up after them: 
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24 And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears: and I told this unto the magicians; but there was none that could declare it to me. 25 And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do. Just as God made known to the Egyptians, through Joseph, what He was about to do, so has He now made known to us, through Jesus Christ, the things He will shortly do in this world. In v 25 – 32 is a real good example of a word of knowledge. Ge 41:25 And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26 The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one. 27 And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up after them are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of famine. 28 This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. 29 Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt: 30 And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land; 31 And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that famine following; for it shall be very grievous. 32 And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. One of the key things of a word of knowledge is this, it is always specific. It is not in generalities. It is knowledge of the scriptures. 

32 And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. Two is the number of witness. The seven good kine are seven good  years and they are going to be followed by seven bad years and the seven bad years are going to be so bad that you are going to absolutely forget the seven good years. These are specifics to the word of knowledge. Joseph did not only speak smooth and pleasant things. He told them the truth. He declared the whole counsel of God. So much of what is said from pulpits today are things not to offend people. We don’t want people to stop coming so we tickle their ears. We don’t want to offend people so we don’t give them the whole counsel of God. Jesus did not sugar coat things. For he said in Mt 15:12 Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying? 13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. We have been taught that if we see your house on fire, shouldn’t we go in and drag you out before you burn. It is good to bring comfort to each and we should, but we must tell the whole truth and that is what Joseph did here.

Joseph declared that, following the season of Divine blessing and privilege, there would come a time of famine, a famine which should consume the land, and be “very grievous.” Joseph warned them to be ready and be prepared. So also, was Christ the faithful and true Witness. He made known the fact that death does not end all, that there is a life to come. He warned those who trusted in their earthly possessions and who boasted of how they were going to enjoy them, that their souls would be “required” of them. He lifted the veil and gave His hearers a view of the sufferings of the unsaved in Hell. He spoke often of that place where their worm dies not and the fire that is not quenched, and where there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. He counselled men to make provision against the future. He told men to prepare for that which lies ahead and to prepare for a face-to-face meeting with God. Joseph was as the Wonderful Counsellor Jesus Christ. 
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Having interpreted the dreams to Pharaoh, Joseph then undertook to advise the king as to the wisest course to follow in order to meet the approaching emergency, and provide for the future. Joseph, counselled the king to store up the corn during the time of plenty, so that when the season of lack should come upon them. This wisdom was given to Joseph by God. This wisdom of God given Joseph was superior to all the wise men of Egypt. Christ, too, is our “Wonderful Counsellor,’’ the One sent by God with a message to tell men how to prepare for the future. Jesus is the One “in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). V33 is an excellent example of a word of wisdom. Ge 41:33 Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. It is wonderful to have knowledge but Joseph tells us what to do with that knowledge. This word of wisdom is very specific. Ge 41:34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. 

35 And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. This is very specific as to how to conduct yourself in time of preparation. It is pinpoint wisdom. Ge 41:36 And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the famine. Ge 41:37 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is? He recognized the Spirit of the Lord in Joseph and Joseph had been directed by the Spirit of God all these years. It wasn’t just this man’s opinion.
Pharaoh recognized that the wisdom shown by this Hebrew slave had its source not in occult magic, but in the Spirit of God. Joseph had spoken with a will and wisdom far different from that possessed by the court philosophers, and this was received by the king and his servants. So, too, the words of the Lord Jesus made a profound impression upon those who heard Him. Mt 7:28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: 29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

It was also said of Jesus in Joh 7:46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man. God has highly exalted Jesus and given Him a name above every Name, and only in the throne is God the Father greater. Ge 41:39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: 40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou. 41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.
 42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck; Notice Joseph comes to the forefront and he is now over all the land of Egypt. He is over all of Pharaoh’s house; he has everything under his control. We see once again, a man’s gift maketh room for him. What a blessed change this was: from shame to glory, from the dungeon to the place of rule, from being a slave in fetters to being elevated high above all. How beautifully this speaks to us of Jesus Christ whom Joseph foreshadowed! He was here in humiliation and shame, but He is here no longer. God has highly exalted Him. He is “gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto Him” (1 Peter 3:22). Joseph was seated on the throne of another. How accurate is the type. Joseph was not seated upon his own throne; he was not in the place of a ruler over his brethren. 
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Though he was placed over Pharaoh’s house, and according to his word was ruler over all Egypt yet, “in the Throne” Pharaoh was greater than Joseph. So, we read in Revelation 3:21, that the ascended Christ has said, “to him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in My Throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His Throne.” Today our Lord Jesus Christ shares the throne of the Father as Joseph shared the throne of Pharaoh. As Joseph ruled over Pharaoh’s house with his word, so today our Lord Jesus Christ rules over the Father’s household, the household of faith, the Church, by and through His Word. And today, while the Lord Jesus Christ is on the throne of His Father, He is not on His own throne. It will be seen that our Lord Jesus Christ Himself makes a distinction between His own throne and the Father’s throne, and promises reward to the overcomer, not on the Father’s throne, but on His own. We know, according to the promise of the angel made to Mary, and the covenant made to David, and the title He wears as the King of Israel, ‘the Son of David, the Son of Abraham,’ that His throne is at Jerusalem, ‘the city of the great King.’ On His Father’s throne He sits today as the Rejected Man, the Rejected Jew.” He who was once the Crucified One is now the Glorified One. 

He whom men once put upon the cross, has been placed by God upon His throne. Ge 41:43 And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. This is where he enters into his third state of his experience, the sovereign state.  Remember three words that describe Joseph; Son, Sufferer, and Sovereign. He is now over all the land of Egypt. Just like Christ, he came out of prison in order to rule and reign. Compare with Php 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Every knee will bow. This is the sovereignty of Christ. Peter said to the Jews on the day of Pentecost Ac 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Ge 41:44 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. Compare with 1Co 15:27 For he hath put all things under his feet. 

But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. Pharaoh gave Joseph a new name. Ge 41:45 And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphnathpaaneah (means God will Judge and revealer of secrets); and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. Zaphnathpaaneah means God will Judge and it speaks of the fact that Ro 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. Just as Christ comes out of the prison, He comes to reign and He also must have His bride just exactly as Joseph did. So, Asenath is typical of the bride of Christ. Ge 41:46 And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. Lu 3:23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph. 47 And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls. 48 And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the same. 49 And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, until he left numbering; for it was without number. 
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These seven years of great abundance picture the present dispensation of grace in which we live today. It is the accepted time and now is the day of salvation. 2Co 6:2 …..behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. There were seven years, not of just plenty, but of great plenty. We have the same today in the age of grace. It is a time of extraordinary abundance. And there was never a day like the one in which we live. Never before has there been a time like the present dispensation of grace where God has sent His messengers out into all the world to proclaim to every sinner a free and a full salvation through faith in the name of Jesus Christ His own exalted Son. There never was a time of such abundance, such great plenty, at any former period of God’s dealings with the earth. We are talking about spiritual food in the word of God and it isn’t even being brought forth. And it is a remarkable fact, that of all the dispensations of time referred to in Scripture, the present age of grace is by far the longest. God is indeed long suffering to usward, not willing that any should perish. The saved of this dispensation of grace far exceeds any previous one. How few were saved during the centuries which passed from the days of Abel up to the Flood! 

How few appear to have been saved during the times of the patriarchs! How few among Israel, from the days of Joshua onwards, gave evidence of being born again! How few seem to have been saved during the public ministry of Christ; but a hundred and twenty were found in the upper room waiting for the Holy Spirit. How amazing that from all that has preceded, the earth is now bringing forth in abundance by the grace of God! It is the much fruit in John 12:24 which our Lord declared should issue from His death. Joh 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. Ge 41:50 And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, which Asenath the daughter of Potiphar priest of On bare unto him. 51 And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house. Manasseh means forgetting, because he made Joseph forget about all those other things and that is true of Christ when He has His bride and sees all of this fruit of redemption then those years of horror are forgotten. 

God will have made him forget all my toil, and all my father's house. Ge 41:52 And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. Ephraim means fruitful. It is the fruit of redemption that Christ will enjoy throughout all of eternity. Ge 41:53 And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, were ended. 54 And the seven years of dearth began to come, according as Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. After the going forth of the Gospel of God’s grace has accomplished its Divine purpose, and “the fulness of the Gentiles be come in” (Romans 11:25). There shall come that season which Scripture denominates “the great tribulation.” There are many passages which refer to that season. It is termed “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7), for then will be the season of Israel’s darkest hour. Daniel referred to this when he said, “There shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time” (Daniel 12:1). Ge 41:55 And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do. This is typical of the time when men are going to realize firsthand that all blessing comes through Christ. We know that now, but people are going to be forced to bow to that and learn it during the tribulation period. And that is what this famine is typical of.  
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This will be the time when Christ will assume universal rule during the tribulation. Ge 41:56 And the famine was over all the face of the earth: And Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt. During the tribulation all men will be forced to bow unto Christ and to acknowledge His supremacy because of the great difficulty and the famine. It will be the time when Satan is cast down to the earth, when the Antichrist shall be here in full power, and when the storm of God’s judgment shall burst upon the world. Morally and spiritually, it will be a time of “famine,” and, like that which typified in the days of Joseph, it shall be” very grievous” (Genesis 41:31). The range included by God’s sore judgments in that day will be no local one, but just as we are told that the dearth of old was not confined to Egypt, but that “the famine was over the face of all the earth” (Genesis 41:56). In Revelation 3:10 we are told, the “Hour of Temptation” comes upon “all the world, to try them which dwell upon the earth.” It was of this same period that Amos prophesied, “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. 

And they shall wander, from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east; they shall run to and fro to seek the Word of the Lord, and shall not find it” (Amos 8:11,12). Ge 41:57 And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because that the famine was so sore in all lands. The tribulation will affect everybody at that time. Israel is the primary target but it will include the whole world globally.  At present the world is enjoying the years of plenty, and how little it believes in the coming time of “famine,” which is so near! We must; “Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6); for those who are left on earth for the coming Day of Wrath, it shall be said, “the harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved” (Jeremiah 8:20). Today Joseph (Jesus) is now seen dispensing bread to a perishing world. “And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do” (Genesis 41:55). It was a wonderful thing that the despised and rejected Jew should be the passport to the favor of Pharaoh. This is a wonderful thing that the rejected Jew (Joseph and Jesus) should be exalted into the place of a Savior for a famine struck world. 

It was a wonderful thing that this rejected Jew Jesus should be the only Savior for a starving world. Equally true and wonderful is that today Jesus the rejected Jew, is the passport to the favor of God. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and that no man cometh unto the Father but by Him. Joseph was sent by his father to his brethren that he might be a blessing unto them to bring them food. But they refused him. Then God turned their sin, while it should remain as a judgment to them, it might become a blessing to others. In sending Jesus His Son to fulfill the promises made to the Old Testament fathers, God would have brought covenant and blessings to Israel. But they refused, and God has made use of their blindness and sin to turn salvation to others, namely us Gentiles. He has made the very sin and blindness of the people; the brothers of Joseph who make up the nation of Israel to be the provision of grace and mercy to the whole world. Through the Jews fall, salvation is come unto the Gentiles. Romans 11:11. It is beautiful to observe here how Pharaoh directed all who cried to him for bread to go unto Joseph: V55. Whosoever was hungry would go to Joseph. How this perfectly foreshadowed the present Gospel of God’s grace! For neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other Name under heaven, given among men whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 
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Just as of old Pharaoh said to the Egyptians, “Go unto Joseph: what he saith to you, do,” so, on the Mount of Transfiguration the Father said to the disciples of Christ, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Matthew 17:5). This is what He is still saying to men. The promise of the Savior Jesus Christ Himself is, Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

