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Ge 42:1 Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another? 2 And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and not die. 3 And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt. 4 But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him.5 And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan. Joseph’s brethren are driven out of their own land. In Genesis 37 the sons of Jacob are seen delivering up Joseph into the hands of the Gentiles, and nothing more is heard of the bothers till we come to Genesis 42. Canaan was struck by God with a famine. Jacob and his family were in danger of dying, and this drove the brethren of Joseph out of their land, and forced them to journey down to Egypt, which is a symbol of the world. This was a prophecy in action, which was fulfilled two thousand years later in Christ who came into the world for us. Just as a few years that his brethren had rejected Joseph, they were forced by a famine (sent from God) to leave their land and go down to Egypt. 

So, a few years after the Jews had rejected Christ and delivered Him up to the Gentiles, God’s judgment descended upon them, and the Romans drove them from their land, and dispersed them throughout the world. Ge 42:6 And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth. Here is the fulfillment of the dreams that Joseph had and he told his brothers. God is going to make it a reality before him. 7 And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food. 8 And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. It is the same way today; Israel is blinded they don’t know Christ. He spoke roughly to them to bring them to a place of repentance. The same thing Jesus will do in the tribulation period. Joseph said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food. Jesus will speak rather harshly to Israel to get them to their knees. They have to bow before Him. They have to have their self-will broken, and submit to God’s will.

Joseph had been exalted over all the house of Pharaoh, but Jacob his father did not know this. All these years he thought that Joseph was dead. And now his family is suffering from the famine, the scourge of God, and his sons, are now driven out of Canaan by the pangs of hunger. They went down to Egypt; they do not know or recognize the one who was now governor of the land. So, it has been this way with Jacob’s descendants, Israel, ever since the time they rejected their Messiah Jesus Christ. They received not the love of the truth, and for this cause God has sent them strong delusion that they should believe a lie. 2Th 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: They do not know that God raised the Lord Jesus; they believe He is dead, and through all the long centuries of the Christian age a veil has been over their hearts, and the beginning of the tribulation period will find them still ignorant of the exaltation and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. Joseph, however, saw and knew his brethren.
Yes, Joseph “saw” his brethren, his eye was upon them, even though they knew him not. So, the eye of the Lord Jesus has been upon the Jews all through the long night of their rejection. Hear His words (as God) through Jeremiah the prophet. Jer 16:17 For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes.
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Ge 42:7 ….. and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food. It is this same way when God begins His work with the sinner. God wounds before He heals, He wounds in order that He may heal. By His Spirit He speaks “roughly.” He sends forth the arrow of conviction. He speaks that which condemns the natural man. And what is the sinner’s first response? He dislikes this “rough” speaking. He rejects the accusations brought against him. He denies that he is totally depraved and “dead in trespasses and sins.” He attempts to justify himself. He is self-righteous. We see some of that even in carnal Christians Ge 42:9 And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. Joseph knew that God had brought him to the place that He promised him. But note this, Joseph’s attitude toward his brothers was love. Ge 42:10 And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants come. 11 We are all one man's sons; we are true men, thy servants are no spies. They were boasting in themselves as “true men.” 12 And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. 13 And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not. 

14 And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies: 15 Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither. Ge 42:16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may be proved, whether there be any truth in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. He accused them of being spies. Ge 42:17 And he put them all together into ward three days. This was not unjust, nor was it harsh treatment. It was exactly what they deserved. Joseph was putting these men into their proper place, the place of shame and condemnation. It is how God deals with the lost. The sinner must be made to realize what is his just due. He must be taught that he deserves nothing but punishment. He must be shown that the place of condemnation and shame is where he, by right, belongs. He must be abased before he can be exalted. Ge 42:18 And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; for I fear God:19 If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses: 20 But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so. 21 And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore, is this distress come upon us.

Their consciences are awakening and God is working on them. As God’s work goes forward in the soul, the conscience becomes active. Notice in these brothers, there is deep “distress,” and there is an acknowledgment of sin, but at this stage this pictures an unsaved person that does not see his place as a lost sinner before God. Ge 42:22 And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required. 23 And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he spake unto them by an interpreter. Ge 42:24 And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and returned to them again, and communed with them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. Joseph was so glad to see his brothers. He knew what they did to him but he had such love for them. That is exactly the same way with Christ, Jesus. 
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He knows that Jews delivered Him up to be sacrificed. He knows they rejected Him, yet He still has a tremendous heart of love for them. Now it says he took from him Simeon, why? Because Simeon means hearing. Then notice that he bound him before their eyes. Why? It is very typical, because he has to bind the hearing of Israel. He has to get them to hear him so that they would come to him. What is happening in the Church today with all the error going out? Their ears are bound to the truth. 2Th 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: Ge 42:25 Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to restore every man's money into his sack, and to give them provision for the way: and thus did he unto them. What a tremendous expression of the grace of God. You can’t buy God’s blessing, you can only hear His message, the Gospel! Ro 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? The All things, is the Gospel! It’s the Bread of Life that cannot be purchased. It must be accepted as a free gift, if it is received at all. The terms of the Gospel are “without money, and without price.” And how beautifully was this shown forth here, when Joseph, as the type of Christ, orders the money to be restored to those who came to “buy the corn.” For us the corn is the word of God! Clearly, this was a foreshadowing of the blessed truth. Ephesians 2:8,9 By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. Ge 42:26 And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence.

Ge 42:27 And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in his sack’s mouth. 28 And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us? This is the same legal spirit that shows up in people today. When God tries to show His grace to them; and when He tries to reveal this wonderful message of divine favor and grace; some are absolutely fearful while others are steeped into such error, they follow man. They do not accept the grace that God wants to give them. The grace of God really takes a revelation to our hearts by the Holy Spirit to understand; and many today in this world do not understand this message of the grace of God. Ge 42:29 And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; saying, Ge 42:30 The man, who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country. 31 And we said unto him, We are true men; we are no spies: Ge 42:32 We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan. 

33 And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren here with me, and take food for the famine of your households, and be gone: 34 And bring your youngest brother unto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men: so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the land. 35 And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man's bundle of money was in his sack: and when both they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid. 36 And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are against me. 37 And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to thee again.
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38 And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. Ge 43:1 And the famine was sore in the land. 2 And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go again, buy us a little food. 3 And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. 4 If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food: Now Benjamin is a type of Christ in Glory. He is the resurrected Christ, the Son of my right hand. At the end time no individual Jew will be accepted without the hope of the Messiah. They must have that hope. Now today Israel always talks about their Messiah, but they do not recognize Him as being Christ. This is what they are going to have to acknowledge. Ge 43:5 But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. 6 And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother? 7 And they said, The man asked us straitly of our state, and of our kindred, saying, Is your father yet alive? have ye another brother? and we told him according to the tenor of these words: could we certainly know that he would say, Bring your brother down? 

8 And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones. 9 I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever: 10 For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned this second time. We see here what Judah was willing to do for Benjamin. Remember Judah had the plan to sell Joseph. Judah has now turned from his old life and is focused upon God’s will. V11 things have gotten so bad. Ge 43:11 And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, do this; take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds: 12 And take double money in your hand; and the money that was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your hand; peradventure it was an oversight: 13 Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man: Jacob here is typical of the nation Israel. His name is changed to Israel. Israel must give up their idea of the Christ of glory long enough to accept the rejected Joseph. Joseph is the one here in control, not Benjamin. Israel is going to have to acknowledge that. It is the lowly Christ that will have to be reckoned with first before the wonderful king of kings and Lord of Lords that they are looking for in Benjamin. 

They will have to acknowledge Jesus, the one that died there on the cross; the one that shed His blood. Jacob who is typical of Israel has to give up that notion of Benjamin being the redeemer. It was Christ on the cross that redeemed us; picture of Joseph! Ge 43:14 And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.15 And the men took that present, and they took double money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph. Ge 43:16 And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon. He is bringing them into a closer place of fellowship with himself. That is the same thing that is going to happen in the end time. All of these difficulties are going to drive Israel closer and closer to Christ. Bring these men home, and slay, which is typical of Calvary.
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That is the only basis of fellowship that there is with Christ and Israel as a nation. They will have to learn that. Christ is the One who has spread the feast. The word of the Gospel is, “Come for all things are now ready” (Luke 14:17). Christ is the Provider; we are but the receivers. Ge 43:17 And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man (type of the Holy Spirit) brought the men into Joseph's house. 18 And the men were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house; and they said, Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our asses. Being afraid is the legal attitude and Israel is stooped in legality today. This legality brings an attitude of fear. There are people today that think God is waiting for them to do something wrong, so that He can pounce on them and that is not the God of all grace. We must learn that in our own experience and not be shut up to our own self effort the way these men were. 19 And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, and they communed with him at the door of the house, 20 And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to buy food: 21 And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in our hand. 22 And other money have we brought down in our hands to buy food: we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks. 

Ge 43:23 And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks: I had your money. The Steward of the house is none other than the Holy Spirit who points us to Christ! And he brought Simeon out unto them. This is the message that the grace of God will bring to men if they give Him the opportunity. The God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks; the blessings that come to us are directly from God. Ge 43:24 And the man brought the men into Joseph’s house, and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their asses provender. 25 And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there. 26 And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the earth. 27 And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? 28 And they answered, Thy servant our father is in good health, he is yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and made obeisance. Notice once again they are fulfilling the dreams that were given to Joseph.

Ge 43:29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. 30 And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered into his chamber, and wept there. 31 And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, and said, Set on bread. 32 And they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 33 And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and the men marveled one at another. 34 And he took and sent messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him. Ge 44:1 And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man’s money in his sack's mouth. 
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2 And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest,(Benjamin) and his corn money. And he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken. Once again, the (steward) the Holy Spirit fills our sacks with all the good things of God! What is so typical here is that Israel is trying to attribute redemption to the glorious Benjamin rather than realizing that their salvation lies with Joseph. They are going to have to acknowledge and fall down before Joseph in order to be saved. Israel wanted someone to come in at first with all of the glory and the honor, but that is not God’s way. They must accept the crucified Christ first! Israel will have to learn that painful lesson that they are going to have to acknowledge Christ. They will have to have Joseph first before they can have Benjamin. The silver cup of Redemption is put into the sack of Benjamin rather than giving it unto Christ. Ge 44:3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses. 4 And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? They had been in the presence of Joseph, though they did not know him. They were now going on their way. Joseph, then, sent his “steward” after them. The Lord does the same thing as He sends His Holy Spirit to follow up His work in our heart. The “steward” brought back the brethren into the presence of Joseph once more. The Holy Spirit brings us into the presence of God.

Ge 44:5 Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so doing. 6 And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words. 7 And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these words? God forbid that thy servants should do according to this thing: 8 Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks’ mouths, we brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord’s house silver or gold? Ge 44:9 With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we also will be my lord’s bondmen. The silver cup is missing and here is a real stiff statement. Ge 44:10 And he said, Now also let it be according unto your words: he with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye shall be blameless. 11 Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man his sack.  Ge 44:12 And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. Can you imagine the size of Benjamin’s eyes got when they found the silver cup in his sack. Ge 44:13 Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned to the city.

14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground. 15 And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine? 16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord’s servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup is found. What a change from their earlier attitude before him, when they declared, they were “true men”! Now, they give up all attempt to clear themselves, and take the place of the guilty ones before Joseph, acknowledging that God had “found out” their “iniquity.” This is the goal Joseph has had before him all the way through. And this is the design of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives and the same for the sinner. Not till he ceases to vindicate himself, not till he comes out into the light, not till he owns he is guilty, and unable to “clear himself,” can he be blest. 
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Once the sinner acknowledges before God that he is undone, lost, it will not be long till Christ is revealed to him as the One who can fully meet his deep, deep need. So it was with Joseph and his brethren. Ge 44:17 And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up in peace unto your father. Now the brothers wanted to take Benjamin’s place. Do you see what Joseph is forcing them to do. He is forcing them to acknowledge Joseph. That is an absolute requirement for Israel, they must acknowledge and see Jesus. This Jesus whom they rejected and that they would not have anything to do with. Christ is a sticking point between a Christian and a Jew, they will not have anything to do with us because of Jesus. They must accept Jesus for there is no other way. Ge 44:18 Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh. 19 My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a brother? 20 And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him. 

21 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. 22 And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his father, his father would die. 23 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no more. 24 And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him the words of my lord. 25 And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little food. 26 And we said, We cannot go down: if our youngest brother be with us, then will we go down: for we may not see the man's face, except our youngest brother be with us. 27 And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two sons:  28 And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely, he is torn in pieces; and I saw him not since: 29 And if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 30 Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad’s life. 31 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 32 For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father forever.

Ge 44:33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his brethren. 34 For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my father. How shall I go, very significant because Judah is doing the speaking here. He is speaking for the whole Jewish nation in v18 all the way through v34. For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? What a different attitude from when they were willing to sacrifice Joseph and they soaked that coat in the blood. They didn’t seem to care what Jacob thought about that or that it would crush him. Lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my father. Here is the key. There will come this time where Israel as a nation will love the Father enough to accept His Son. That is what He has always wanted and always demanded is that Israel accept His Son. Today you will find Israel calling on God, but they will not acknowledge His Son. In order for Israel to have redemption and be saved they must accept Christ. They will be willing to do this during the tribulation period.

Tonight’s Comments
Key Lessons from Genesis 42-44 
1.	God uses hardship (famine) to bring His people to repentance.
2.	Joseph’s treatment of his brothers mirrors how God convicts sinners—with love, grace, and discipline.
3.	True reconciliation requires humility, confession, and a broken self-will.
4.	Christ’s grace is free—it cannot be bought, only received.
5.	Israel must recognize the rejected Christ before embracing the glorified Messiah.
6.	Repentance leads to restoration, and God's love waits patiently.

