Genesis 45 - 46 Joseph restored to Israel (Jacob) May 27, 2025
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Last week we saw in chapter 44 how Judah was pleading with Joseph telling him about his father Jacob. Ge 44:31 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 32 For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father forever. 33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his brethren.
 34 For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my father. Now in Ge 45:1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. 2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. Chap 45 Joseph could not reframe himself before all of them. He saw a different attitude in his brothers and that is exactly what the tribulation will do, it will crush Israel until they are finally receptive and have lost that ungodly rebellious attitude they have had and they will receive Christ. 

Get this: Joseph revealed himself to Judah and his brethren, before he was made known to the rest of Jacob’s household. Remember what Judah did; he had the plan to sell Joseph into slavery. Zec 12:7 The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. Note the opening word here “Then.” V1. Then Joseph! Now that his brothers had acknowledged their guilt, there was no delay. Now Joseph reveals himself to them and as Joseph made himself known unto his brothers he cried, “Cause every man to go out from me.” When Christ reveals Himself to those needing Him, nothing must come between the needy soul and the Redeemer. There is no need for religious ceremonies to interfere or ordinances as conditions of salvation. There is no need for human interferers, who would get a person occupied with anything but Christ alone. Joseph says, let “every man go out.” Ge 45:2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence. 

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. There will be a day when Israel will have to acknowledge that they did sell Christ into slavery unto death. They rejected Him and they will have to confess this treatment of the Son of God, Jesus Christ. So, too, in marvelous grace, the Savior Jesus Christ bids us “Come near” unto Himself. Ge 45:5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. Notice God doesn’t hold the death of Jesus against the Jews or us either. For God did send me before you to preserve life. This is exactly the same thing that Christ did. God used the rejection of the Jews toward Christ which they hung Him on the cross so that we might have this redemption. God used all of that wickedness in order to bring glory to Himself. Ge 45:6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. So, look at Ge 45:7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. Notice the length that God has gone in order that He might preserve the Church. 
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It wasn’t just for Israel only, but that salvation resulted from that finished work of Christ on the Cross for us. And what a great salvation for us! We were once great sinners; our guilt was great, our need was great, and nothing but a great salvation could be of any use to us. For Jesus took my sin away upon Himself never to be remembered anymore! Maybe some will listen to this recording who don’t know the Lord and the Holy Spirit asks! How shall you escape,’ “if we neglect so great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3) and what will be their answer. Ge 45:8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt (the world) God sent me. And it is true of Christ He will be the universal ruler of all. Ge 45:9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, (Jacob or Israel) and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: Ge 45:10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: Goshen means a drawing near. This has a wonderful meaning to us during this age because we are in Egypt, (the world) but God has separated us into Goshen, drawing near unto Him. Jesus said you are in the world but you are not of the world. So, we must take our place in the land of Goshen. This is in the heart of our blessed Savior! He desires all of us to be near to Himself! 

And Jesus is to be no Stranger to Israel one day. He also promises to sustain us “there will I nourish thee” said Joseph, and the promise to all who believe is, “My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). Ge 45:11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty. When we are separated unto the land of Goshen today, He takes personal care of us; He will nourish us in the midst of this very wicked and ungodly land of Egypt (the world). Note: there are still five more years of famine and this is going to get worse. Ge 45:12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. The only way for us or anyone to avoid poverty is to come to Christ and to dwell in this land where He places us. Ge 45:13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither. 14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him. The kiss here was the fact that his brothers were forgiven. It speaks of the love Christ. 

Notice, it was Joseph who kissed them, and not the brothers who kissed Joseph. So, also, it was the Father who kissed the Prodigal son when he returned. Lu 15:17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. God always takes the initiative, at every point. How blessed, are the words which follow in Ge 45:15 “and after that his brethren talked with him.” Their fears were all gone now. Reconciled to Joseph, they could now enjoy his fellowship and converse with him. So, it is with us, because of our Savior, Jesus Christ who took my place at Calvary, I can now come to Him and He receives me with open arms. Now we can have this wonderful fellowship with Christ!
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Ge 45:16 And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph’s brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. Ge 45:17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan; 18 And take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. This is one of only two times in scripture where God said to go into Egypt. In the New Testament God told that Joseph to take Jesus into the land of Egypt to get away from the wicked king. Mt 2:13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. Outside of these two times, God says do not go into the land of Egypt. Now who told Israel at this time to go down into Egypt? It was Joseph who told them and it was Joseph who was ruling the land. So, we find that the only way we can dwell in this world now is because Christ is in control and we are in the land of Goshen which means drawing near. We are drawing near to Christ this very night in His word. Ge 45:19 Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 

These wagons are symbolic of the power of the Holy Spirit who always brings the helpless to God. He is the one that carries us unto the Father. Ge 45:20 Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours. This is also a wonderful picture for us because sometimes we want to bring our own baggage along. But God says, all of these treasures that you have, they are not really any good. So, we must be willing to give up those things in order to receive the things which God has for us. We would like to salvage some of those things of our old lives, but God says you really don’t need them. God says I am going to make all things new for you. Old things are passed away, behold all things are become new so regard not your stuff. 2Co 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. Ge 45:21 And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way.
Ge 45:22 To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment. God gives to all of us changes of raiment. These are the new creation garments that Joseph wants to give unto us. But notice unto Benjamin, he gave Three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment. 

He gave to Benjamin this full measure of redemption, so the Christ of Glory is going to have the full measure of redemption in His possession. Then we get the grace or (5) changes of raiment. He has grace to supply to every man right now. Ge 45:23 And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn and bread and meat for his father by the way. 24 So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way. 25 And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father. Come to me, Jesus says; I will give you the best of the land of Egypt. Joseph gave them carts, according to the command of Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for the journey: The sons of Israel received transportation, provision, garments, and riches because of who their favored brother Joseph was. Pharaoh blessed the sons of Jacob on account of Joseph. 
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To return to Canaan with carts from Egypt was the cultural equivalent of landing a jumbo jet among a tribe of isolated tribal people in the middle of the jungle. It would be the stuff legends are made of. Joseph told them see that ye fall not out by the way. In other words see that you do not become troubled along the way: The idea behind these words was literally that they might become angry or quarrel along the way. Joseph knew as soon as his brothers left his presence, they would be tempted to act in their old selfish and unspiritual ways. They had to anticipate and guard against this. And how much we need this word of exhortation. The flesh is still in us. The devil seeks to stir up a spirit of rivalry and jealousy. The Apostle Paul says, The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all (2 Timothy 2:24). We must take these words to heart and there would be no “falling out by the way”! Joseph’s brethren were faithful to the commission given them. They did not invent a message of their own as they approached Jacob. They had no need to do so. Joseph had told them what to say. God owned their message and God owns the message of Divine Grace for us. The message of Divine Grace is designed to achieve its purpose. 

Ge 45:26 And told him,(Jacob) saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he believed them not. He did not believe them: Jacob was told Joseph was dead and believed it (Genesis 37:31-35). Then he was told Joseph was alive, and he did not believe it until his sons told him the words of Joseph and showed him the blessings that came to them through Joseph. Only then did he believe that Joseph was alive, though he had not yet seen him. The same is true today; the only way people will know Jesus is alive is if believers tell them His words and show them His blessings in their lives. Ge 45:27 And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived: The wagons representative of the power of the Holy Ghost. When he saw the evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit of God, he was revived and he believed. Ge 45:28 And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die. It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive: Knowing that Joseph his son was alive; back from the dead, so to speak, changed Israel’s testimony from all these things are against me in Genesis 42:36 to it is enough.

This testimony of faith came from Israel, not Jacob. When this son of Isaac was more like Jacob, he could be a whining, self-pitying, complaining, unbelieving type of man. When the same man lived up to his name Israel, the man God had conquered, he had a testimony of faith. This is the message that the nation of Israel will have of the Lord and they will be proclaiming, Joseph is yet alive. It means that Christ who was crucified has risen again and this Christ is on the throne. We killed Him and delivered Him to the cross, but He has been raised up again and He is yet alive. And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he believed them not and can you imagine what he must have felt. 
You will note that it is Judah and Benjamin who are made prominent in the revelation of Joseph. Jacob in prophetic language shows the Ten Tribes. Sending for Jacob and his household, is sending for the Ten Tribes of Israel. This brought Judah before Joseph, and then Jacob is brought into the land in the presence of Joseph, so the scriptures clearly teach us that after the Lord comes to the repentant Judah and is received by them at Jerusalem, He will send for the remaining household of Jacob, the tribes of Israel, to come into the land to own and greet him. 
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Isa 66:19 And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles. 20 And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the LORD out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the LORD, as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the LORD. In like manner, after Israel has been reconciled to Christ, they shall go forth to tell of the glories of their King: Israel will go forth to proclaim the glory of the Lord. Ge 46:1 And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac. The first thing recorded of Jacob after his long journey to Egypt had begun, was the offering of sacrifices to God. It had been many long years of discipline in the school of experience that taught him to put God first. Before he goes forward to see Joseph, he tarries to worship the God of his father Isaac! Beautiful to note that here God met him for the seventh and last recorded time. The number seven is spiritual completion. 

2 And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 3 And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: 4 I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. If we put ourselves in Israel’s Jacob’s place, we can understand his apprehension because he had a real hard time getting where he was supposed to be in the first place. He stop short of where he was supposed to be so many times along the journey. He even bought land where he wasn’t supposed to be. He had that time when Dinah was violated and then the time running from Esau. I am sure that Jacob had some real misgivings about going into Egypt. God had to come to him and reassure him that this is exactly what God wanted him to do. In v1 he took his journey and he came to Beersheba. That is a good place for us to be, it means a well of an oath and it speaks of the abundance of God’s word and the abundance of His goodness to us. And it is really a good place for the revelation that he received here in v2-4. 

If we want a revelation of Christ, just go to the well of the oath and that is God’s word and He begins to reveal Himself as we come to that place and he speaks this message in v3. And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: Down in Egypt is where Israel actually became a nation. Jacob left nothing behind, and Jacob-Israel stopped there to honor God with sacrifices. Both Abraham (Genesis 22:19) and Isaac (Genesis 26:23) lived for a time at Beersheba. Well of an oath! Israel’s grandfather Abraham planted a tree in Beersheba many years before and had called on the name of the Lord there (Genesis 21:33). Isaac received a special promise from God and built an altar for sacrifice there, calling on the name of the Lord (Genesis 26:24-25). It was probably at this very place Israel sacrificed, remembering what God had done before. It was, therefore, a memoral spot in the history of his family; and it was also a turning-point in his own life, as a special time of waiting upon the Lord. God spoke to Israel in visions of the night, more than 40 years before. It was when Jacob was about to leave the Promised Land, God spoke to him in a dream (Genesis 28:12-17). Now, when he was about to leave the land again, God again brought assurance through a dream. God said, do not fear to go down to Egypt: 
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This strongly suggests that Israel was afraid to go to Egypt. Jacob may have remembered that Abraham had gone to Egypt in a time of famine once before, and it was an expression of his unbelief, and much evil eventually came from it (Genesis 12:10-20). He also may have remembered God told his father Isaac not to go down to Egypt (Genesis 26:2). Ge 46:5 And Jacob rose up from Beersheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him: 7 His sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt. All his descendants he brought with him to Egypt: This shows the great faith Israel had. He brought the entire family down to Egypt. No one was left behind to continue a presence in Canaan. The history of Jacob and all the different ones that came into Egypt are found in the rest of this Chapter.  

Ge 46:27 And the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten. From 70 people, God began the nation of Israel. They did not actually become a nation until the 12th Chap of Exodus, but this is how they started, just this small insignificant number in the midst of all of these Egyptians. Ge 46:28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. This little part of Goshen was separated for Israel. Goshen means drawing near and it is exactly that same place God has for us in this world today. Let us draw near. It reminds me of: Mt 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. Ge 46:29 And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 

30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive. 31 And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him, My brethren, and my father's house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me; 32 And the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. 33 And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is your occupation? I will go up and tell Pharaoh: Joseph became the representative and the advocate for the whole family. They came safely to Egypt but needed Joseph to represent them. It is the same for us believers, we need Jesus Christ to represent us. We will see the pharaohs after Joseph’s death forgot about Joseph and made the people of Israel slaves (Exodus 1:8-10). This shows what would happen (in theory) if we had no representative or advocate before God. But Jesus, not Mary, not the saints, is our eternal representative and advocate, being the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Ge 46:34 That ye shall say, Thy servants’ trade hath been about cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians. That is still true today, the shepherd is still an abomination to the world. Those who are interested in Christ and His ways and His sheep are still an abomination to the Egyptians even today. We dwell in this land of Goshen (drawing near), being in the world but indeed not of it. 
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Joseph says, “That you may dwell in the land of Goshen:” God had a place for His people. He didn’t bring them to Egypt and give them no home. It wasn’t enough for Joseph to provide for their needs in Canaan; he had to bring them to the place he prepared for them. Jesus may be seen in both aspects. He takes care of us His people in the present but has also gone to heaven to prepare a place for us, and He will receive us to Himself. Note also: Every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians: The Egyptians were agricultural in the sense of farming crops. They considered sheep unclean, and therefore detested shepherds. God had a place for His people, but it was a different place and a place despised by some people. The Lord Jesus Christ knows all about those in this place whom He has redeemed with His precious blood. The Father gave them to Him from before the foundation of the world, and he took them into covenant relationship with Himself. We are always in His remembrance! Ever since we were redeemed and chosen ones that have been born into the world, He has watched over us so carefully that He has counted the very hairs on our heads. 

His delights have been with the sons of men, and He has looked forward, and foreseen all that would happen to us. We are so precious to Him, as the purchase of His heart’s blood, that we have never taken a single wandering step but His eye has tracked every step of our lives. He knows us altogether! He knows our sorrows, and our ignorance of Him. He knows how sometimes that ignorance has been willful, and that we have continued in the dark when we might have walked in the light. And now, at this very moment, the heart of Christ aches to manifest Himself to His people. He wants us to know Him more and more. He thirsts to be known unto us; He can only be loved as He is known. Jesus longs for our love. And He longs to manifest Himself to His loved ones. But there are some who do know Him already in a measure, but their measure is a very little one. It is but as a drop compared with the great deep sea. I have been praying, and am praying still, and I am not alone in that prayer. That this very hour, the Lord Jesus Christ may be pleased to manifest Himself to His own Christians and to Israel whom he has bought with His own blood. To all who have been called by His grace already, and to many not yet called to Him, may He come in the fullness of His own glorious revelation, and make Himself known. 

Know this, Christ must be revealed to us personally and more than that; Christ must be formed in us the hope of glory; He must Himself come to us, and make himself known to me personally. It will not serve us to read about His healing the sick, He must touch us with His hand. Let me not just touch the hem of His garment with my hand; but somehow let me have that personal contact between myself and the Lord Jesus Christ in deep fellowship. Let this be our prayer now that to each man and woman and child here the Lord may graciously make himself known. Jacob and his household seventy souls in all went down to Egypt and were royally received by Joseph. So, too, we do not have to invent our message. We are sent forth to “preach the Word,” and as we are faithful to our calling, God will reward us, for He has promised that His Word” shall not return unto Him void.” Let us be encouraged then by this example of the first Old Testament evangelists, and go forth into a famine-stricken world telling all who will listen about the Mighty  One who saves, leaving the measure of our success to the sovereign will of Him who alone giveth the increase. We can give this Gospel to everyone. Therefore, shall we glorify God, for the One whom Joseph foreshadowed shall return to this earth, and, taking the government upon His shoulder, shall reign in righteousness and peace.
