Genesis 47-48. June 3, 2025
Chap 47 is a real good expression of 1Co 15:24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. This describes the millennial reign of Christ when all things shall be put under His feet. Ge 47:1 Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, are come out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen. 2 And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and presented them unto Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and also our fathers. 4 They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we come; for thy servants have no pasture for their flocks; for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen. This occurred because formal permission of Pharaoh was required. Jacob did not appear at this time, maybe because he was too advanced in age or maybe in a state of health, we are not for sure on this. 

But that made it more appropriate for the sons to negotiate with Pharaoh. Note too, that despite his having oversight of all Egypt, Joseph did not undertake this settlement of his folks in Goshen without the formal consent of the ruling monarch. This explains the request of the five brothers to be permitted residence in Goshen, stressing their occupation as Joseph had instructed them. Ge 47:5 And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come unto thee: 6 The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell: and if thou knowest any men of activity among them, then make them rulers over my cattle. Pharaoh in a sense said; So, I see your father and brothers have arrived. This is also an acknowledgment that they were there upon Pharaoh’s invitation, as confirmed by his stating again the permission granted along with the invitation for them to live in Egypt. In fact, he even gave his permission by saying, in effect: that Joseph’s kindred might settle anywhere they liked. Pharaoh’s words here are a gracious royal acknowledgment.

Pharaoh not only granted formal permission for the settlement in Goshen, not just through Joseph, but by direct word in the presence of five representatives of Israel, He said if Joseph approved, it would be good to place his own cattle under their supervision!  Ge 47:7 And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou?  Why did he ask Jacob that? It was because they were the same age and Jacob looked so old. It appears that Jacob’s sorrows for his son Joseph for all those years took a toll on him. It aged him. 9 And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. 10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh.
The word for blessed, in Genesis 47:10, could be translated ‘saluted,’ It means to bless with an invocation or an appeal. Note: This is one of the grand scenes of the Bible. Pharaoh was the ruler of the mightiest nation on earth; Jacob was the patriarch head of God’s Chosen Race, Israel,  through whom redemption would come to all mankind. Jacob was fully conscious of his own status in this situation because it is evident in what he did. 
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As long as Egypt sheltered and protected the covenant people, God blessed and protected Egypt. But when another king arose who did not know Joseph, and when Egypt turned viciously against the Israel of God, the heavenly blessing was withdrawn, and one disaster after another overwhelmed them. We really wonder if Pharaoh even appreciated this blessing. To him, Jacob might have seemed to be merely an old man seeking relief from the starvation that threatened to wipe out his family, but the hand of the God was upholding Jacob, and the blessing of God was surely his to give. I am sure Pharaoh did not really know who Jacob was spiritually. And those in the world really do not whom we believers are! Not the years of Jacob’s pilgrimage. Here is a glimpse of the way Jacob viewed his life. Neither he nor his father ever owned any of the land of promise except the burial place at Machpelah and a few acres around Shechem. They looked for the city that hath the foundations, whose builder and maker is God" (Hebrews 11:10). Jacob’s word here is a testimonial to his acceptance of the promise God made to Abraham, and of his absolute belief in the ultimate fulfillment of it. 

None of the patriarchs viewed the world as their permanent dwelling place, nor the earth as the true home of the soul. The mightiest king on earth had just given him a deed to Goshen, but Jacob was still a “pilgrim.” And so are we! Our English word for pilgrim literally means one who crosses the field. This word ‘pilgrim’ came into prominent usage during the Crusades. It is said that upon nearly any given morning, settled residents could see a lonely wanderer on the way to the Holy Land, crossing the field. The Crusades were a series of religious wars initiated by the Catholic Church, primarily focused on securing control of holy sites in the Holy Land (present-day Israel, Palestine, and surrounding areas) from Muslim rule. These conflicts, spanning from the 11th to the 13th centuries, involved European Christian armies attempting to reclaim Jerusalem and other regions. A pilgrim is one seeking a country that has not yet been reached. The remembrance of this keeps the life reaching toward God. Its blessedness consists not in present enjoyment, but in preparation for the life to come. There were several major crusades, the most well-known being the First Crusade, which resulted in the capture of Jerusalem in the year1099.

Note: Jacob's father and grandfather had reached the ages of 175 for Abraham (Genesis 25:7), and 180 for Isaac (Genesis 35:28); and Jacob’s words here indicated that he did not expect to live as long a life as his “fathers” had lived. He did live an additional 17 years after he made this statement, but even at 147, his age when he died, his words remained true. Those 30 years or so that he spent grieving for his son Joseph took a toll on his life. We too must learn from this. Mt 11:30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. We do well to place our burdens upon Christ. Jacob said in V9, few and evil have the days of the years of my life. This evil is not a reference to Jacob’s wickedness but to the severe and trying experiences which life had brought to him. Not all of the terrible experiences were the result of his own doing, but some were. One was the preference that his father had for Esau; then his purchase of the birthright; the resulting hatred of Esau; the shameful treatment he received from his father-in-law Laban; the long years of servitude in the outdoors; the unhappiness of his wives due to internal conditions in his family; the hatred of his sons toward Jacob’s favorite, Joseph; their sale of Joseph, represented to Jacob as Joseph’s death; the rape of Dinah; the shameless massacre of the Shechemites by two of his sons; Reuben's incest with one of Jacob’s wives; the bitter famine; the imprisonment of Simeon; 
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Jacob’s horror upon learning Benjamin would have to go to Egypt; all the anxiety about him … all these things left their mark upon the heart of Jacob. That is what he references here. This man Jacob went through a tremendous amount of trial! Ge 47:11 And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 12 And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father's household, with bread, according to their families. The land of Rameses was written by Moses, long after these events. Moses had identified this as Goshen which his generation would be able to understand. Rameses, was a city later built in Goshen. It was not constructed until the children of Israel, were then enslaved in Egypt. They built it for Pharaoh (Exodus 1:11). Give them a possession in V11 means they were allowed to acquire property. Joseph deeded a portion of the land of Goshen to them. Later, when all of the Egyptians had to sell their land to Pharaoh, Israel was provided this land without such an arrangement. But the stage was set for the eventual refusal of the privileged of this enjoyed by Israel.

Ge 47:13  And there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine. 14 And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the corn which they bought: and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s house. They were living off of the money, but the money ran out. This is the first of three stages during the latter years of the famine in which Pharaoh became owner of all the land except that of the priests (Israel perhaps excluded), and the people became serfs or tenants on the land. In this stage, Pharaoh got all the money. Ge 47:15 And when money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto Joseph, and said, Give us bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for the money faileth. 16 And Joseph said, Give your cattle; and I will give you for your cattle, if money fail. Then there came a time when Joseph had all of the cattle. Ge 47:17 And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with bread for all their cattle for that year. This was stage two.

Ge 47:18 When that year was ended, they came unto him the second year, and said unto him, We will not hide it from my lord, how that our money is spent; my lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is not ought left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands: 19 Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we may live, and not die, that the land be not desolate. This was phase three. It came to the very last year of the famine, as seems to be indicated by the request for seed. The next seven verses outline the consequences of what happened in these three phases. Ge 47:20 And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every man his field, because the famine prevailed over them: so the land became Pharaoh’s. They ran out of cattle and now Joseph says I will take your land now to. This is exactly the same process that will happen during the tribulation. Christ is going to continue to reign until absolutely everything belongs to Him. You start with the money, then you get the cattle, and then the land. There will be nothing left that is not under the complete dominion and authority of Christ. And it is all because this great tribulation that is coming upon the world.
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Ge 47:21 And as for the people, he removed them to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt even to the other end thereof. 22 Only the land of the priests bought he not; for the priests had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them: wherefore they sold not their lands. These priests of Pharaoh were not godly men. They were prominent people in society supported by Pharaoh himself with a fixed income. 23 Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. 24 And it shall come to pass in the increase, that ye shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of your households, and for food for your little ones. 25 And they said, Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants. 26 And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; except the land of the priests only, which became not Pharaoh’s.

We are not sure that Joseph agreed with all this, for he was not king; he was deputy. The distinction that Pharaoh gave to the priests, whereas Joseph sold to others could indicate Joseph’s disagreement with that policy. History states that the status of Pharaoh’s population as tenants with a 20 percent rental going to Pharaoh was not a harsh arrangement. Our own U. S. government takes about 20 percent or more of our income. Evidently, the people agreed with it; and it was continued until the times of Moses as the standard arrangement. Ge 47:27 And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. Notice the difference here in Goshen as opposed to Egypt. Here is Egypt selling everything that they had and everything finally belongs to Joseph, but over here in Goshen (drawing near to God) in the midst of all of this famine and all of this difficulty that we saw earlier, in the midst of the famine this man Israel (Jacob and his family) prospered. They had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. Get this God can do the same thing in our lives today in the midst of difficulty, God can see to it that His people still prosper.

Ge 47:28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years. Jacob if you remember came down here to Joseph and said now, I can die. I think Jacob would have been content with that, but God gave him 17 more years in this land of Goshen in Egypt. 17 is the number for victory in Christ Jesus. Get this there 70 in Jacob’s family when he arrived, but look how God multiplied this family. If only a 70 went down into Egypt with Jacob, a five percent annual growth rate would have put them over 200 by the time Jacob died. By the time of the Exodus, their number had reached over 2,000,000, with over 600,000 fighting men above the age of twenty (Numbers 1:46)! That is amazing! Ge 47:29 And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: 30 But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their burying place. And he said, I will do as thou hast said. 31 And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed’s head. Bed’s head was either his staff or the bed head or both to support himself. In his death, Jacob would bear witness to his faith in God by requesting burial with Abraham and Isaac in the cave of Machpelah. He had the utmost confidence in the Word of God which had assured him that his future would not remain in Egypt. Joseph honored this promise when his father actually died.
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Ge 48:1 And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed.
Shortly before the death of Jacob, Manasseh and Ephraim would have been grown men about the ages of twenty or twenty-two. Some time prior to this, Jacob had taken a solemn oath with Joseph concerning the disposition of his body upon his death, but apparently some time had passed. By this time, Jacob was prepared to give the blessing upon Joseph’s sons and to elevate them to a full status as his legal sons by formal adoption. 3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, 4 And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession. The appearance of God to Jacob which is mentioned here is a reference either to Genesis 28:19 or Genesis 35:9-13, or possibly both. Luz was the original name of the place, but Jacob changed the name to Bethel. 

All of the patriarchs realized that the promise of the land of Canaan to their seed was to have its fulfillment in the far distant future. It has not happened yet, but that land they are fighting for belongs to Israel. It is that sacred promise which Jacob spoke in this final conversation with Joseph. Ge 48:5 And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. Jacob claimed these two grandchildren as being his own. The thing to point out is that Manasseh and Ephraim became two of the twelve tribes. There is no tribe of Joseph. Joseph claimed the two sons of Jacob and they became two tribes in Israel. Ge 48:5 And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 6 And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, and shall be called after the name of their brethren in their inheritance. 7 And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem. 

So now, Reuben and Simeon were the two firstborn sons of Jacob, and the proposal here is that Ephraim and Manasseh would be placed equal with them. These two sons of Joseph were among the patriarchs. There were probably many reasons why Jacob had decided to do this. The incest of Reuben and Jacob’s concubine Bilhah, and his irresponsibility had clearly disqualified him to receive the double portion according to the right of succession belonging to the firstborn child. Then remember Simeon too, in the massacre of the Shechemites after their sister Dinah was violated, had showed a character that was not good with any thought of transferring the birthright to him. Jacob therefore decided to give Joseph the double portion. One of the principal benefits pertaining to the birthright was “honor.” Jacob surely believed that Joseph was qualified to receive. Remember Joseph was the suffering one and Jesus too suffered tremendously. Note there is much teaching today about the double portion without knowing the cost. They really do not understand the suffering that Joseph or Jesus went through in order to receive this high honor of the double portion. Not only was Joseph the firstborn of Rachel, but it was the only woman that Jacob ever decided to marry. The other woman were considered concubines. 
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Joseph and Jesus was the Savior of the whole nation and the world in being the instrument through whom God had preserved the covenant people Israel through the famine. Jesus has this highest honor of the double portion! To Him be the glory and honor forever and ever! Jesus received the double portion from His Father. This double portion is not necessarily a literal doubling of resources, but a transfer of spiritual power and responsibility. Col 1:15 Who (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16 For by him (Jesus) were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: Because of Christ and what He has done for us, this double portion is extended to us in a spiritual sense of the blessings and grace that believers receive in Christ. This includes the Holy Spirit. This double portion cost Jesus His life! This double portion will cost us as well. Ro 8:17 ……. joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. So I say this again; This double portion is not necessarily a literal doubling of resources 
 
People think of all the things they are going to get; crowns and walking on streets of gold and many wonderful things and they are truly wonderful. But the one thing we want is Jesus Christ as bridegroom, but we must first be full overcomers of the all these trials that come our way. So I say again; This double portion is not necessarily a literal doubling of resources, but a transfer of spiritual power and responsibility. Who is this transfer of spiritual power and responsibility going to go to? It will be the bride of the Lamb who will rule and reign with Christ. That is the double portion we want. We want Christ! Do you know Romans 8 is the solid Ground When All Else is Sinking Sand. Romans 8 is a lighthouse of encouragement when the fog of life rolls in confining our view to immediate circumstances. In it we find perspective. In it we find Hope. Despite the pain and heartache we may encounter on our journey through this life, Romans 8 reminds of us of truth. Sometimes we need to be reminded of what we already know. Sometimes we need to rehearse to ourselves the truths we already claim. Sometimes we need to stop focusing on how we feel, and focus on what we know. Romans 8 is a proclamation of the one and only Solid Ground. All other ground is sinking sand. 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;  I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand. It is Jesus alone that we want! Yes, there will be treasures untold, but none hold a candle to Jesus alone! Jesus will reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lord for 1,000 years and then he will turn over the Kingdom to His Father. 1Co 15:24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. Jesus though will rule and reign over Israel forever.
Note also Jacob’s true wife, Rachel, had suddenly died, at a time when Jacob was probably praying that through her he would have other sons. She died in giving birth to Benjamin, cutting short Jacob’s hopes. But now Jacob expanded his beloved Rachel’s status as the mother of the Patriarchs by the addition her two grandsons born to Joseph. This is how Jacob honored Rachel and her son Joseph by this blessing for Jacob’s two grandsons. One can only marvel at the deep meaning of honoring Joseph and his mother Rachel this way. Ge 48:8 And Israel beheld Josephs sons, and said, Who are these? 9 And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them. 
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In a sense, this is what the Father says to Jesus, who are these? Jesus said; these are my sons! That’s you and me. In Joh 17:6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. 8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. 9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. This whole chapter of John 17 describes us and how we are the sons of God and how Jesus prays for us as sons. Ge 48:10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them. 11 And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed. We are the seed of God! We have Christ within this mortal body. Ge 48:12 And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth. 13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near unto him.

Ge 48:14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn. If there was anyone who knew that the blessing goes to the second born, it was Jacob. This is the same thing that we have seen before that God has chosen the younger, the new creation over the elder, the old creation. Joseph bowed himself with his face to the earth. In this, Joseph took his place as a subordinate to Jacob. Jacob, in a sense, had bowed himself before Joseph in the matter of receiving provisions for his family at Joseph’s hand, but, as for the Redemptive Purpose of God in his guidance of the Chosen People, it was the other way around. Joseph bowed himself before Jacob. Ge 48:15 And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day, 16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. 17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head.

18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head. 19 And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations. You see it is always the elder that will serve the younger in God’s plan. It is the new creation that has the greatest blessing in the sight of God. Although we have had this old creation in us longer, it will serve the new nature. It is the younger! Only the prophetic gift of God could have enabled Jacob to declare what was said here. Indeed, it came to pass. Ephraim’s house led the rebellion against Rehoboam following the death of Solomon, and also took the leading part upon numerous occasions in the history of Israel. So completely was the Northern Israel identified with Ephraim, that the whole nation came to be called, in time, Ephraim, that name being used for Israel dozens of time in the prophecy of Hosea. Joseph was paying strict attention to what was going on, but before the part between Manasseh and Ephraim had been uttered, Joseph interrupted the procedure. 
Page 8
He wanted to changed what was being done but Jacob would not allow it. Jacob fully and consciously knew exactly what he was doing; and without further interruption from Joseph, he finished it. His younger brother shall be greater. It was not the gift that determined the passing of God’s blessing to one person or to another, but the sovereign purpose of Almighty God in the new creation life. Again and again, a similar thing had happened in the lives of the patriarchs. Isaac the younger had been chosen over Ishmael, Jacob the younger had been chosen over Esau, Joseph the younger had been chosen over Reuben; and now once more, Ephraim the younger had been chosen instead of Manasseh. It shall ever be thus in the kingdom of God, for Jesus said, "The first shall be last and the last shall be first (Matthew 19:30). Ge 48:20 And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh. Manasseh means forgetting and Ephraim means fruitful. 21 And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers. 22 Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow.


