Genesis 5-6
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Ge 5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him; 2 Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. ***In this chapter God gives us the record of creation as though Cain and Abel had not been born. It is a “new beginning.” In Seth, we have a type of Christ in resurrection. Abel figures Christ before His death; here we see him as risen from the grave, a new creation. This is only a picture. This man was still connected with the old creation. The whole human race was still on its downward path because sin entered in. It is only a figure that God began anew. 

In the words, of V1 we have as it were a new record and God had wiped all the rest off the slate by Jesus Christ. He took our sin upon Himself. Seth is a wonderful type of the new creation in us. The meaning of all the names of these sons is remarkable. In Gen 5, we find the genealogy all the way from Adam until Noah. It tells you the number of years they lived and so on. Why did God fill up space with the list of all these names and how long they lived? Meanings: Adam = man; Seth = Appointed;  Enos = mortal man;  Cainan (Kenan) = Sorrow Low Humble; Mahalalel = The Blessed or Praise of  God;  Jared = Shall come down(descender; contend, wrestler);  Enoch = Teaching, dedicated, trained; Methuselah = His death shall bring, His death shall send; Lamech = Powerful;  Noah = rest or comfort. 

If you put these names all together, they tell you a story. Man is appointed mortal sorrow, but the Blessed or Praise of God shall come down teaching. His death shall bring the powerful rest or comfort.  All this is in Gen 5! I wanted to go over the Hebrew alphabet a little with you. It is very interesting; all the letters have pictures that coincide with them. The first letter of the Hebrew alphabet is Aleph and it has a picture of an ox head. Second, Beyt is a picture of a house or a tent. Gimel is a picture of a camel’s neck. Then Daleth  is a picture of a door. Then we have the fifth letter which is heh which is a picture of a man with his arms raised, God’s grace. (Heh) means God’s breath. In Hebrew there are no numbers, the alphabet is their number. For example, if they want a #2, they write down Beyt, the tent.

So their alphabet carries pictures as well as numerical value. The numerical value of Aleph is 1 and Beyt is 2, Gimel 3, daleth 4, and Heh is 5, grace. The name of the Lord, Yaweh. It is spelled Yud, Heh Vav Heh. That is the most precious name in the Bible, Yahweh. In our Bible when we see the word LORD in all capitals, it is the name Yahweh and when you see (capital) G, o(small) d(small), that is Elohim. Elohim His name as the creator. Yahweh is the covenant keeping God. 
In Gen 1, it says, God said let there be light, God said let the earth bring forth and so on…. But in chap 2, the moment that man came on the scene, it says, Lord God, in Hebrew, Yahweh Elohim. Yahweh has to do with relationship and with covenant and it has to do with grace. 

Man became the beneficiary of all the blessings of His grace. Jesus’ name is actually Yahweh Saves. Yeshua! Not Yaweh judges, but Yahweh Saves. Every Hebrew alphabet has a picture. The name of the Lord, Yahweh  is spelled Yud Heh Vav Heh. Yud has a value of 10 and is the smallest of the Hebrew letters. It is a picture of humility. Though being the smallest letter, God delights in using the small weak insignificant things to demonstrate His Glory and power. Yud is considered the starting point of the presence of God in all things. 
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It is the spark of the Spirit in everything. Yud  is a picture of an open hand, heh is grace, vav is a picture of a nail. So we have open hand, grace, nail, and grace. Yud Heh Vav Heh. Jesus Christ! Hand of grace, nail in grace! God told Abram, his name means high father, exalted father. When God took His breath, grace, and breathed into Abram in Gen 17. God imparted grace and he became Abraham which means the father of many nations. Note: Methuselah. His name signifies at his death it shall be seen. At his death, the flood came. It was actually seen, even as his name indicates. There is Divine accuracy in all this account. Methuselah lived 187 years and then he had Lamech and then lived another 782 years which brings us to the flood. Enoch represents full overcomers, who will be translated out of the world before the tribulation period. Enoch, heard all the conversation of the wicked but he walks with God. 

Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: and before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 
Enoch dwelt with God. Why did God put Enoch’s translation in His word? It was so that we in this church age might learn about translation and what it stands for. It is put in the Bible for our understanding. God gave His word to Enoch and Enoch believed God and by faith he was translated. Why did God translate a man in the beginning such as Enoch, who seems to always trust God, and then a little later translate a man, Elijah, who had a difficult time trusting God at times? 

Why did He do that? Because God’s word states, in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. God had to have two witnesses in translation to show us that if we only knew about Enoch being translated, we may think that because he was so faithful to God, we could never be translated because we are like Elijah. Enoch believed God and he pleased God. Elijah, though he wasn’t always victorious, believed and trusted God. God is not trying to take something from us, but He is trying to give us something. The Lord doesn’t just take away the thorn bush; He puts something of beauty in its place. God doesn’t just take the cactus out of the desert; He is going to make it blossom like a rose. 

The greatest treasure (blossom) is in the people that are taught the things of God. Why? Because they become Christ like. This is His dwelling place? And there was a great falling away in the time of Enoch. Do you know that the falling away is greater today simply because people sin against a greater light than they had?  They didn’t have the Bible like we have. At times we have such a time trusting God. God was about to judge the world in a flood when Enoch was translated. In those days the thoughts and intents of men’s heart was wicked continually. They were building and eating and drinking. One of the saddest things today is that God’s people are becoming more and more occupied with the things of this world. 

We are here in this world and we must live here, but God must be absolutely first in our life. We do not know the opposition that Enoch faced. Enoch is a picture of the full over comers that make up the bride of Christ that are looking for the appearing of the Lord and will be translated before the tribulation even begins to start. Methuselah figures the whole body of Christ who live on after the first company are translated. When they go, judgment will fall upon the world. When the heavenly people are gone, the full measure of iniquity will have been reached. The climax of sin will be met with the climax of God’s vengeance. Why? Because man refuses Christ! 
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Methuselah lived 969 years, just short of a thousand; and as to the spiritual application, there will be just a few years to follow after the Church has gone, then the great tribulation will have passed. Notice the exactness of the Word of God and the wonderful significance of names. Methuselah was 187 years old when Lamech was born. Lamech was 182 years old and Methuselah was 369 years old when Noah was born. And 600 years later, the flood came which made Methuselah 969 years old, the very age at which he died. At his death the judgment was seen. He believed the preaching of Noah, but he was not preserved upon the earth in the ark as were Noah and his family.

Lamech, “strong man” comes upon the scene after Methusaleh. He represents the able man, the
man in Christ who will be developed in the end of the age that we are presently in (type). He is the full expression of the man who is weak in himself, but strong in the Lord. He says with Paul, I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me. He begins in weakness, but afterward his weakness is seen no longer. He ends in power. Christ only is seen. Now, Cain had a son named Lamech too in Gen 4. Satan likes to imitate. He was a boaster in the old creation, boasting in his father. He said that he killed a man; and if Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold. This Cainite Lamech was taking advantage of God’s grace, shown to Cain. 

He was abusing that grace, mocking at it in a way. He was saying, look at Cain he got away with it and so can I. He was mocking, talking even like people today. They say, Oh, you religious folks have been talking of Christ’s return for years and years. Why hasn’t He come? Things have continued the same ever since the world was created. Ge 5:32 And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth. In the Seven Dispensations, or Ages -  we have had the Age of Innocence also called “Paradise.” Genesis 2 and 3. We are now in the Age of Conscience, relating to the period before the flood. Genesis 4 to 7. Note that Seth’s children speak of fruit bearing. They speak of the new birth and the development of faith. Noah comes upon the scene. His name signifies comfort, rest, as is plainly evident in the words which his father Lamech spoke, referring to Noah. 

Ge 5:29 And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed. He is prophesying of the Millennium and the rest which the world will find in Christ. The curse upon the earth will be removed in great part at least. Rest will be found in Christ from physical as well as spiritual toil. And then we read, And Noah was 500 years old and Noah begat Shem, Ham and Japheth. Very significant are these births; for later after the flood, we are to see a new beginning, a figure of the new creation in them.

Chapter Six
In this we see the evil conditions upon the earth. Wickedness prevailed. The same evils are told in Romans 1 – 3 concerning the world in Paul’s time. Man is no different today; he has not become better, rather, worse. This pictures the likeness of the end of man’s day which is soon to happen in our day. The sons of God and daughters of men spoken of here represent the two lines that we have been reading about. Seth and his line were believers. They turned to God. There were two creations in the world then just as there are today. 
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In time, these two lines intermarried, consequently they all became bad. When believers marry unbelievers today, their children get farther and farther away from the Truth. In the end of the age, the climax of all evil, there will be the manifestation of mighty giants in the earth; not so much physically, but rather mentally. They are giants in intellect, statesmanship, education, philosophy. These men will rule the world, men of marvelous ability, and intricate skills. They will invent mighty devices, both good and bad; for blessing and destruction of mankind. Most of this will be due to satanic power. Later, Satan himself will possess the energy to fill one man, the antichrist. There will be men who will be moved mightily by Satan’s power and skill. 

The age will end with dynamics from both God and Satan. The devil will counterfeit everything of God. The strong man, Lamech, will be in evidence both in the Godly man as well as the devilish one. And yet with all this wickedness, it will be a religious age. It will be a deceptive atmosphere. It will not appear wicked for they are very tricky. We are already being bombarded with deception, even in religious circles where man is adding and subtracting from the word of God. Satan has transformed himself into in angel of light, rather than darkness. He will claim to be “Christian.” He will recruit under the banner of the Christ. We must not marvel at the signs and wonders as the end time draws closer. 

If one remains long enough, he will see yet greater works, for God shall send them strong delusion; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. (2 Thess. 2).
God allows these counterfeit miracles because of the unbelief and rebellion of man. The end of this age will be as it was in the days of Noah. Jesus said, Matt. 24:38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered in the ark. They have become lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. 2 Timothy gives us a description of the evil condition of the last days. There will be disregard of God and man; lawlessness in evidence on every hand. And yet with it all, a form of godliness. What a shame! Men will be going to church religiously, and yet at the same time, forgetting God. 

As God saw the wickedness of Noah’s day; He is not blind to the abominations of the end time. 
Noah is a man who is laughed at, hissed at, called a fool, an idiot, building a ship upon dry land, standing in the furnace of slander and laughter. 2Pe 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, ….but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. Christ will come! He will deliver us! We have the Lord’s promise; we do not have to go through the tribulation, just stick to the word of God. It will be our choice. We will we choose our own broad way or the narrow way with Christ. 2Pe 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

We are looking up! But God has kept His word to us because He can never lie. The greatest offence we can do against the Lord is calling Him a liar. That is Unbelief! Remember this! God says, I will never leave you or stop loving you. God never accuses us but forgives us. What is the word of God? It is love. Love is the basis of God’s word. Without love, the word of God would be meaningless. But you see God put something in our hearts. It is His love. It is the love relationship with HimeT thettt that gets better and better every day. That’s His word, love. 
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He has given me His word, love. Love is not in creation or in all that He has created. Love is in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and our precious Father. Why go through all of what we’re going through if it is not for love? Then what else do you really need. But Love! It is the love of God and without that, we have nothing. The more we study the more we realize how much He loves us. We deserve death long ago, but He has given us His grace. He wants a people who He can share with! Eph 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. He wants us filled with all the fulness of God. Ge 6:8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Why did he find grace? It was because he was looking for it. How do we do that? It is found in His word. 

We as believers can always find grace; God has revealed His love and favor to us. Noah was a just man. In the midst of all the corruption, he walked with God. He was perfect in that generation of wicked men. It is no marvel if one walks with God when all men are going on the same highway of holiness; but when all are walking contrary, then it is victory indeed, a triumph of faith to walk with God. Noah was a bright and shining light in the midst of dense darkness. It is at such a crisis time that God appreciates faith, and the one that trusts Him explicitly. As saints, we are not ashamed of this road; We have a city waiting for us. Gen 6:13, 14 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 

Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. It is interesting that the same word for “pitch” is also translated as “atonement” (Lev 17:11). The blood of Christ seals the believer in from the flood of God’s eternal judgment. Eternal atonement is provided by the blood of Jesus. (Rom 3:25; 1Cor 6:20). This gopher tree is the same wood that was used in building the tabernacle in the wilderness in Moses’ day. It is known there as the shittim, or acacia tree. It was a thorny tree which grew in the wilderness. It reminds us of Jesus “as a root out of the dry ground.” He was the only fruitful tree that God could find in this wilderness world. 

The tree had to be cut down first; significant of Christ! He had to be crucified so that man could have an Ark of safety in which he could ride above the waves of Divine judgment without fear. The ark was composed of different compartments, or nests. All these creatures were not huddled together in one place. There were different orders of beings; therefore, different ranks for the different species. This is a picture of Christians, there are some who are walking the walk. Submitting their lives to Christ and His word. Compare with 1Co 15:21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. Order is a military term. It means rank, arrangement, order. In the Ark, some may have been more exalted than others, but not more safe. All were equally preserved from judgment. The whole ark was pitched within and without with resin; all the seams were scaled. The resin was an exudate which flowed from the tree when it was cut. What is an Exudate? fluid that leaks out of blood vessels. This was Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
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Gethsemane means oil press. Lu 22:44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. Again, we see a picture of Christ. His death not only saves us from judgment, but secures us eternally. No judgment waters could seep into that ark; not even one touch of water could reach them. This is the wondrous provision of Calvary figured in that ark which Noah built? Note the word nests, instead of rooms, in the ark. A nest is better than a room, which might be bare and comfortless. A nest speaks of love, of mother and father’s care; of food brought to the small birds. It speaks of the rest and provision in the store house of God, sufficient to meet our every need. And this is the fashion of which thou shalt make it. 

The length of the ark shall be 300 cubits; the breadth of it 50 cubits and the height of it 30 cubits. A cubit is thought to be 18 inches; therefore, the ark was 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. It had marvelous dimensions, yet none too large for the creatures which it contained. Imagine the ridicule Noah had building a monstrous ship on dry land! Folks then were the same as those today. They called Noah a fool, a fanatic, etc. They ridiculed him about his big boat on dry land. They laughed at his expense: Where is the water, Noah? How are you going to take your boat to water? Up to the time of the flood, there had been no rain. A mist watered the earth. (Gen. 2:4). Noah had faith, though he had not seen rain come down from heaven either. 

He had to trust the Lord for the material for the boat, and the wisdom to put it together. He built the ark by faith. He risked everything to obey the Word of the Lord. It may seem strange to do what God tells us to do, but faith changes our point of view. Noah believed God and he was acting out his faith. And as he was working; he was also preaching, for we read that he was a “preacher of righteousness.” 2Pe 2:5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; Every bit of physical effort he put into that ark was a testimony of God’s Word and its fulfillment. And we can do the same today.

Noah was secure in the ark from the judgment to come, and so are we secure in Christ. Judgment will not touch us. Noah could not get out, for the door was shut and sealed by God and there was only one window, which was at the top. He could look up to heaven and God, but could not look down upon the scene of death and destruction all around. God did not want him to see the awful
destruction and be disturbed and sorrowful. Joy and peace reigned within the ark. They were all
safe within the ark. This is all of Christ, the true Ark. His side was pierced to make a way for us to enter into safety. “I am the Door,” I hear Him saying; “if any man shall enter in by Me, he shall be saved.”

