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Ge 50:1 And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. Seven times over we read of Joseph weeping. He wept when he listened to his brothers confessing their guilt (Genesis 42:24). He wept when he saw Benjamin (Genesis 43:30). He wept when he made himself known to his brethren (Genesis 45:1-2.). He wept when his brethren were reconciled to him (Genesis 45:15). He wept over his father Jacob (Genesis 46:29). He wept at the death of his father (Genesis 50:1). And he wept when, later in this chapter, his brothers questioned his love for them (Genesis 50:15-17). How all this reminds us of the tenderheartedness of the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom we read so often, He was “moved with compassion,” and twice that He “wept,” once at the graveside of Lazarus, and later over Jerusalem. Ge 50:2 And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father: and the physicians embalmed Israel. 3 And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of those which are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and ten days. Jacob was mourned for 70 days among the whole nation of Egypt. Jacob was obviously a greatly honored man. 

4 And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, If now I have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 5 My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come again. Ge 50:6 And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made thee swear. Jacob made Joseph swear that he would bury him in the land of Canaan. He was not to bury Jacob in Egypt. Ge 50:7 And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt. These were men of renown and this was more of a state funeral because of Joseph. They honored his father. Ge 50:8 And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his father's house: only their little ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen.
9 And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen: and it was a very great company. 10 And they came to the threshingfloor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned with a great and very sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven days. 

11 And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name of it was called Abelmizraim, which is beyond Jordan. Joseph went up to bury his father: This was a dramatic burial. The entire clan gathered to pay tribute to the man who was the last link with the patriarchs. There is no burial recorded in the Scriptures quite as honorable as this or with such wealth of detail. This could have been a day when the sons of Israel rededicated themselves to the God of Israel, the God of the great covenant made to their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Their dedication to the God of Israel would be tested over the next many hundred years but Israel will one day believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Ge 50:12 And his sons did unto him according as he commanded them: 13 For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a burying place of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre.14 And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went up with him to bury his father, after he had buried his father.15 And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 
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The brothers feared because now that dad is out of the way Joseph is going to come down on us. Now look what happens in the v16. What wisdom of Jacob had. Ge 50:16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying, 17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. Knowing that Jesus Christ is so rich in mercy and grace to us believers should cause us to freely, openly, and quickly come to our Savior for His grace and mercy. Jesus will always graciously receive His people. What wisdom of Jacob and this wisdom can be passed on to us. Jacob knew that these sons were not going to able to continue their lives without making it right with Joseph. The same this thing is true in the lives of people today when people stand before a death sometimes their hearts become softened. So Jacob has given them some wise council. They could not live with the kind of feelings that they had toward their brother. 

That burden of the evil of what they did  to Joseph can only be lifted by asking forgiveness of the one they offended. Who is it really that they and we have offended? Jesus Christ. David in Ps 51:3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. Notice the power of a humble heart. Joseph did not have any animosity against his brothers. Ge 50:18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants.19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? The benefits of a clear conscious, the fear is gone. Joseph is not vindictive. He has a wonderful heart of grace. Just exactly like our Lord Jesus Christ. The prophetic dream of Joseph is realized. The brothers realize Joseph’s authority, and take the place of servants before him. So in the coming Day, all Israel shall fall down before the Lord Jesus Christ, and say, as Isaiah 25:9 Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us; this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.

Ge 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. If we have been used, if we have been offended; if others have come against us; we must take it from the hand of the Lord. God meant it for our good. God allows this in our lives in order that He might bring forth good. God used this rejection of Joseph to take Him down into Egypt in order to preserve all of these people. Ge 50:21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them. This is the grace of God operating in the heart of Joseph just like Jesus Christ. Joseph said, you meant evil against me. Although that was true, it was not the greatest truth. The greatest truth was God meant it for good. This was one of the reasons Joseph could truthfully assure his brothers that he would not take revenge against them. It is God’s business to bring punishment if any. We Christians should be able to see the hand of God in our life; to know that no matter what evil man brings against us, God can use it for our good. Joseph did not have the text of Romans 8:28, but he had the truth of it: And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. The liberating truth is that ultimately, our lives are not in the hands of men, but in the hands of God, who overrules all things for His glory.
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On the back of a rug we see all the threads knotted and tied. They look like a hopeless tangle which we can’t make sense of it. But turn it over, and on the front, beautiful colors woven against a solid background which says to us, “God is love.” When events in our life seem tangled and meaningless, it is because we can only see the back side of the tapestry. Ge 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. To save many people alive: This was the immediate good to come out of the wrong done to Joseph. If this large family did not come to Egypt and live, the family would have perished in the famine. Had the family barely survived, it would have integrated into the Canaanite tribes surrounding it. Only by coming to Egypt could they be preserved and then grow to be a distinct nation. If Joseph’s brothers never sold him to the Midianites, then Joseph would never have gone to Egypt. If Joseph never went to Egypt, he would never have been sold to Potiphar. If Joseph was never sold to Potiphar, Potiphar’s wife would never have falsely accused him of rape. 

If Potiphar’s wife never falsely accused Joseph of rape, then Joseph would never have been put in prison. If Joseph was never put in prison, he would have never met the baker and butler of Pharaoh. If Joseph never met the baker and butler of Pharaoh, he would have never interpreted their dreams. If Joseph never interpreted their dreams, he would have never interpreted Pharaoh’s dream. If Joseph never interpreted Pharaoh’s dream, he never would have become prime minister, second in Egypt only to Pharaoh. If Joseph never became prime minister, he never would have wisely prepared for the terrible famine to come. If Joseph never wisely prepared for the terrible famine, then his family back in Canaan would have died in the famine. If Joseph’s family back in Canaan died in the famine, then Jesus Christ could not have come from a dead family. If the Messiah did not come forth, then Jesus never came. If Jesus never came, then all humanity remains dead in their sins and without hope in this world. This makes us grateful for God’s great and wise plan. God, worked even through all the evil that came upon Joseph through his brothers. Because of this Joseph was able to show this godly love and compassion just like our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Often, the problem found in loving others and gaining freedom from bitterness is really a problem of not knowing who God is and trusting Him to be who He says He is, to do what He says He will do. Joseph said, I will provide for you and your little ones: Joseph’s love for his brothers was shown not only in feelings and words, but also in practical action. He actually did provide for his brothers and their families. The provision was proof of his love. The greatest truth was that God meant all this for good to and for us. Ge 50:21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.
 22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house: and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years. 23 And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation: the children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were brought up upon Joseph's knees. Ge 50:24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land(Egypt) unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.(Canaan)  25 And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. This is a promise from Joseph who knew what God had in mind. He knew that God did not intend for them to stay down here in the land of Egypt. 
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God is going to bring you out and He will surely visit you and as an expression of his faith he says and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. Apparently Joseph died before any of the rest of them. Ge 50:26 So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. He was put in a coffin in Egypt; first of all by faith he did not stay there, but this is the way that the book of Genesis ends, a coffin in Egypt. And that is the way of the old creation and that is the way of the flesh. It ends with a coffin in Egypt. But by faith, Joseph did not stay there. He said you will take my bones and take them up out of this land whenever you go. Just as the death of Joseph and his coffin taught that all men must die, the empty tomb of Jesus proclaims that all men shall live. Joh 11:24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? The death of Joseph reveals that salvation wasn’t dependent on him, but the death of Jesus reveals that salvation is totally dependent on Him. 

Ac 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. Christ’s death and resurrection are the basis for our hope. Joseph’s coffin in Egypt and the prophecy of carrying his bones from hence, were the basis of Israel’s hope of deliverance. They shall be taken out of Egypt. The death, burial, and resurrection of Christ are the basis of our hope. We will one day be with Christ in glory. Ro 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Php 3:20 For our conversation (citizenship) is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. Heb 11:22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones. In a sense faith was living in the bones of Joseph. Joshua tells us what happen to the bones of Joseph. 

Jos 24:32 And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph. Can you imagine in the future, when it was time for the children of Israel to leave Egypt, they packed their bags to leave Egypt. But “a box of bones” was the one thing they must not leave behind which belonged to Joseph. There is a message in “them there bones.” This World (Egypt) is not my home. Joseph may walk like an Egyptian, but his heart is firmly placed in the land of God’s promise. It was the land where he buried his father years before. The wealth and pleasures of Egypt did not capture his affections. He remained a foreigner in the land of Egypt. Later, those “bones in a box” reminded Joseph’s children and it reminds us that we have something better to live for than temporary delights of this world. Their lives and our lives can bring glory to God. Likewise, we are foreigners and exiles in this world who are traveling toward an eternal inheritance. We look forward 1Pe 1:4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you. Let these thoughts of Joseph’s and the words of Peter echo in our hearts. 1Pe 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

Page 5
12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. This world is not our home. However, the message of Joseph’s bones is not all cheery. They tell of trouble to come. Joseph said, “God will surely come to your aid” (50:24). Great! But aid is only needed when pain is present. And pain was coming. Israel went from shepherds to slaves. This will immediately happen in our study in Exodus 1. Joseph’s bones say, “There will be tears ahead.” Jesus said, Joh 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. But, written on Joseph’s bones was also a promise, “God will surely come” (Gen. 50:25). Israel had Jesus all along the way. After ten plagues and a parted sea, Israel saw the abundant aid of God. Of course, Joseph’s own life is a testimony to this truth. When he found himself in a pit or a prison, God was always present to provide the relief he needed. Despite our weakness and sin, and the defiance of men, God will get us home. Joseph’s bones, resting in Canaan proved, God can get His people home. 

Jos 24:32 And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph. But the real home Joseph and others longed for was not soil and rock, but was a “heavenly country” and a city prepared by God. Heb 11:16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. Joseph’s bones tell us that God is still able to get us home! By the way, Joseph’s bones are not finished traveling. None of God’s people are. At the trumpet call of God. 1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. Until then, take Joseph’s bones with you.

At the time of Joseph’s death, it seemed very unlikely that the children of Israel should want to get out of Egypt. They were settled in Goshen, they had been favored with the best part of the land; the wisdom of Joseph had selected the most fertile part of the delta of the Nile as a pasture for their flocks. Why should they leave Egypt? They had all the comforts that earth could yield them. Why should they go to Canaan, where the Canaanites would fight them for every inch of the ground. I believe Joseph saw, by prophetic foresight, another Pharaoh who would not know or honor Joseph. That is exactly what happened in Exodus, that Pharaoh oppressed Israel. Joseph knew that Israel would be reduced to slavery. Israel would have to fight their way out of Egypt, to reach the promised land. He might have thought that Israel could not stand up to the armies of Egypt. But Joseph’s eye was fixed upon the mighty promise, to his ancestors. He knew that when the years were passed, Abraham’s vision of the smoking furnace and the burning lamp would be fulfilled, and the word of God would be established. He could not have known that Moses would say, “Thus says Jehovah, ‘Let my people go,’ ” though he might not have foreseen the wonders at the Red Sea, and how Pharaoh and his chariots would be swallowed up in it.
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Though he did not predict the wilderness, and the fiery cloudy pillar, and the heavens dropping with manna, yet his faith was firm, that by some means the Abrahamic covenant would be fulfilled: Improbabilities were nothing to Joseph, nor impossibilities either. God has said it, and Joseph believed it. On his deathbed, the true, sure faith of the man of God rose to its height, and like the evening star, the glory of God was over the scene. May we, my brethren, possess the faith which will triumph over all circumstances, over all the pains, even of death, and over every improbability; may we stand upon the promise of God. Jesus said, Joh 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. Re 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.


