Genesis 7-8
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Ge 7:1 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. ***God told Noah the exact time to enter into the ark. Noah was 600 years old and it took him about 100 years to build the ark. Why did the Lord wait so long? The Lord was long suffering. 2Pe 3:9 tells us; The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. In Heb 4:7 it says; Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Again, Noah obeyed God. And not only he, but all the fowls, beasts, and creeping things obeyed as well. He had told Noah Ge 7:2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. And the marvel of it, they all marched or flew into the ark. It was a mighty miracle. It was only God who caused them to enter into the safe place of the ark. Jesus said, Joh 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. Even the devil served God by causing wicked men to crucify Jesus; and the cross served God’s purpose and also man’s need. It was the greatest service ever given to man, but neither the devil, nor man knew that in nailing the Son of God to the cross, they were doing the will of God. What wisdom, a mystery in the strength of weakness.

Ge 6:13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; …….. 14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. Before the flood came and before the ark was made, God had a means of escape for His own people. This existed in the mind of God before the foundation of the world. The ark was
provided before a drop of rain had fallen. So, too, our Savior Christ was no afterthought of God when sin had come in and devastated His creation. From eternity past He had purposed
to redeem a people unto Himself. Christ, in the counsels of the Godhead, was a lamb slain from the foundation of the world. (Revelation 13:8). The ark was God’s provision for Noah as Christ is God’s provision for sinners.

God revealed to Noah His own designs and ordered him to build a place of refuge into which he could flee from the impending storm of judgment. In like manner, God reveals by His Spirit His thoughts of mercy and grace toward us. 2Cor 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Before the ark could be made, trees must be cut down. This secured the life of Noah and his house. It  was obtained by the death of the trees. It pictures our
Lord’s humanity. The trees from which the wood of the ark was taken were a thing of the earth, reminding us of Isaiah’s description of Christ, “a root out of a dry ground” (Isaiah 53:2)

Notice the word come in Gen 7:1; This is the first time the word “come” is found in the Scriptures, and it recurs over five hundred times in the remainder of the Bible. The Lord does not say “Go into the ark,” but “Come.” “Go” would have been a command, “Come” was a
gracious invitation; “Go” would have implied that the Lord was asking Noah depart from Him, “Come” says that in the ark the Lord would be present with him. Is it not the same thought as we
have in the Mathew 11; Come unto Me and I will give you rest!
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This invitation was a personal one; “Come thou”; God always addresses Himself to the heart and conscience of the individual. Yet, the invitation went further; “Come thou and all thy house into the ark,” and again we find a parallel in the Gospel of grace in our day: Acts 16:31Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. There is another place that the word come is used. It is in  Re 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. Notice it began in Genesis with the tree of life and it will end in this Bible with the tree of life. The ark was a place of absolute security. Noah and all the creatures went into the ark. It would have done them no good to sit and look at it and even admire it. 

There was only ONE WAY of escape and that was to observe the Lord’s command, Come thou; enter into the ark. So, in like manner today. It is not enough to admire Christ and marvel at the Cross of Calvary, nor even to speak well of Him and redemption. We must believe from the heart and obey God’s command. We must walk into the ark. We must make all these truths practical. We enter into safety in Christ; accepting Him as the Savior. This is making the Word practical, or experimental. Some may even say that we have everything in Christ, but at the same time, deny the word by their actions. They substitute something else for Christ, even while they speak. They may use all manner of carnal means to draw people into the Ark, instead of letting God move them. If the Holy Spirit does not do the work, they may only get into an organization, or building which they call the Church. 

It would have made as much sense for Noah to sit on a hilltop and talk about this wonderful ark. He could have said how safe it is and how marvelously it provided everything for their needs. That would make about as much sense as for us to talk about Christ, but not appropriating the shelter and provision of Calvary. This would not walk in truth that has been provided to us. Noah did not act so foolish. He entered into the ark when it was ready. After you are inside the safety of the ark, then you may admire the beauty and stability of it. No one really appreciates the strength and security until he has entered in. Enter into Christ our rest! Ge 7:16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in. What a blessed word is this! The Lord shut them in. 

Noah did not have to take care of himself; having entered the ark, God was then responsible for his keeping. So, it is with those who have come to Christ for refuge; 1Pe 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Note: the ark had only one door. There was not one door for Noah and his family, another for the animals, and yet another for the birds. One door was all it had. The same was true later of the tabernacle in wilderness, one entrance. The spiritual application; only one way of escape from eternal death. 

There is only one way of deliverance from the wrath to come. There is only one Savior from the Lake of Fire, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. John 14:6 I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father but by Me. Then in John 10:9, Jesus said, “I am the door.” Note that Noah was ordered by God to set the door “in the side” of the ark (Genesis 6:16). This had to point forward to the piercing of our Lord’s “side” (John 19:34) which was the indication that the way to the heart of God is now open to guilty and to all mankind.
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The ark had three stories in it, “with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it” (Gen 6:16). Why are we told this? What difference does it make how many stories the ark had. Everything in the Scriptures has some significance and spiritual value. Every word of God is pure. The ark was divided into three stories. I believe it speaks to us of the threefold salvation in Christ? The salvation which we have in Christ is a threefold one. It is a salvation which embraces each part of our redemption of our spirit, and soul, and body. 1Th 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. And, our salvation is a three tense salvation. We have been saved from the penalty or the wrath of sin; we are being saved from the power of sin by the Holy Spirit working in our lives today; right now; and we shall yet be saved from the presence of sin because sin cannot exist in the presence of God in heaven.

The waters rose 15 cubits (1.5 feet per cubit or 22.5 feet) above the highest mountain peak; and the ark rose with it. The higher the judgment overflowed, the closer to heaven it brought Noah and those with him. But this also figures the end, showing Go’s judgment prevailing over the highest hope and national help of man. The greatest, the mightiest union of strength will not overcome the billows of God's wrath. Christ is the Antitype of the ark. He is God's deliverance from wrath. The Church is not the ark. It is no refuge from judgment, but rather the company of people who are gathered into the ark, are safe from judgment. Noah and his family would no doubt represent the Church, but there are other creatures sheltered from wrath also. These represent other peoples, nations, etc., who will endure the tribulation period and take their place upon a renewed earth. We read that "all flesh is not the same flesh; but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of birds, and another of fishes." (I Cor. 15) Are these not all seen in the ark?

Chapter 8 - The day the ark rested on the mountain of Ararat is identical with the day on which the Lord rose from the dead. Ge 8:4 And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat. Ararat means the curse reversed: precipitation of curse.
So far, we have had two covenants in our Genesis study. The meaning of the word covenant is a contract. We are in a covenant relationship with God. A covenant is a disposition. It is a contract. It is also translated a testament. We have the New Testament or we could say this is the New Covenant. The covenant is between God and man. God only initiates the covenants. Man does not initiate a covenant with God.
ADAMIC COVENANT
The first covenant of the Bible is found in Genesis 2:16,17. God made it with Adam. The only requirement of Adam was that he should not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
The purpose of the covenant was (on the positive side) to teach man obedience to God; and (on the negative side) to keep him from sin and death. This covenant lasted until Adam ate of the forbidden fruit and was cast out of the garden.
NOAHIC COVENANT
This covenant was between God and Noah and your seed after you and with every living creature that is with you -Genesis 9:8-17. The Nature of the covenant was that there would be no more universal floods. Its duration is everlasting. It is also universal. The covenant Sign is the Rainbow. 
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Note Genesis 8:21, 22. Here is another of God’s promises given at this time while the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat and summer, and winter, and day and night shall not cease. The purpose of this covenant was to assure man that God would never again destroy the whole world with a flood. **** Noahic covenant was that God would not judge the world by a flood again. It was given to every creature.

In this 8th chapter, we are now in the second covenant. It was a new beginning of a new world.
Gen 8:6 At the end of forty days, the number of testing, Noah opened the window of the ark and sent forth a raven, (an unclean bird Lev. 11:13, type of the flesh). The ark was only a figure and not the perfect image of Christ. There was no raven or fleshly nature in Christ. There was not really a regenerated earth, nor were all those in the ark a regenerated people, necessarily. It was only the shadow of a future substance. The raven may refer to the fact that there will remain upon the earth some unregenerate people even after the judgments of the end will have been poured out. 

The flesh will still be in evidence and manifest itself as the same rebellious old creation, even after the thousand years of Christ’s righteous reign. Revelation 20:7-9 Re 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 
After the exit of the raven, which did not return, Noah sent forth a dove. (Note the latter phrase, “sent forth from him,” is not said of the raven). The dove, unlike the raven, could find no place for her feet. She returned unto Noah and the ark, while the raven was content to feed upon the death and corruption which was everywhere. The presence of the Holy Spirit is figured by the dove being sent out and returning to Noah. He was not yet sent forth to the earth to remain, but came only upon certain individuals for a certain work in the Old Testament. He had not yet come to abide Forever. The Holy Spirit could not find any stable ground, no resting place for His feet, until Jesus died and brought in a new creation.

Noah waited seven more days, and then sent the dove out once more. She returned to him in the
Evening. This  is the faithful bird of promise; and lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf. Then Noah knew that the waters were decreased from off the earth. This last seven days could suggest the time of Jesus’ life and ministry, ending with His resurrection when He entered heaven, having made “peace by the blood of His cross.” The olive leaf speaks of life out of death, the hope of a new beginning. Ge 8:12 And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him anymore.  Here the seven days suggest the fifty days between Christ’s resurrection and the advent of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. At that time, He was provisionally poured out upon all flesh. All men, everywhere, could then receive the Holy Spirit on the basis of Christ’s resurrection and ascension.
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This is another type in the future: The flood is over; judgment is past; then, in type, comes the Millennium. The new creation is on resurrection ground; therefore the first period of the dove's going forth would represent the Holy Spirit’s presence on Pentecost. He was poured out first on Israel. The Millennium would have commenced immediately if they had received Him in Acts, but He could find no rest for His feet. They refused all the Spirit’s wooing, because the raven was still there. The flesh was still in command, and the Lord took the dove back, as it were, from Israel. Note the language at this point: V9 Noah put forth his hand and took her unto him. She had found no resting place. The seven days later suggest this present Church period. Noah sent the dove out again. She returns with an olive branch; the Gentiles hear the message of the resurrection. They received the Word of God. Peter preached the first sermon to them, and Paul continued to carry the Good News. Peace has been made. The olive branch assures of life and victory. Death is past. Satan's power is void.

After a while the dove will return, in a sense unto Him that sent her forth. This pictures the end when the Church will be complete and gathered home. Then, Israel will come into remembrance again before the Lord. The dove will come out again upon them and be poured out upon all flesh, and their sons and their daughters shall prophecy, their old men shall dream dreams;  Joel 2:28. The dove will return no more into the ark. Then the real meaning of Mt. Ararat will be in evidence. The curse will actually, be removed. At the times death will be the sign of eternal judgment; for only the sinner will die, and that for his own sin of refusing the Son of God, Jesus Christ. Then Ge 8:20 And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar, and the Lord smelled a sweet savor. Calvary is figured in these sacrificed beasts and birds; therefore, we are taught that all the blessings of the renewed earth are upon the basis of redemption.

21 And the LORD smelled a sweet savor; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more everything living, as I have done. These last verses, and all of chapter nine down to the seventeenth verse, contain God’s response to Noah’s offering. It
is in these verses we learn God’s answer to the “sweet savor” that ascended from the altar. This covenant, was based upon sacrifice. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ was being made by God with Noah, and not by Noah with God. It is therefore absolute and unbreakable. How blessed to learn from this type that every temporal blessing which the earth enjoys as well as every spiritual blessing which is the portion to us saints. It is increases to us from the Sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of whom Noah’s burnt offerings spoke.

Ge 8:22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease. The recurring of the seasons and the renewal of the earth are the fulfillment of the covenant that God made with Noah. Nature’s “laws” reveal the fact God controls the universe. Nature’s “laws” did not prevent the flood in Noah’s day.
We can turn to God and to His Word and hear our Father say, Gen 9:11And I will establish My covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there anymore be a flood to destroy the earth!


