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Noah’s Fall and Noah’s Prophecy
Here we see Noah and his family coming out of the Ark, starting fresh. Ge 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. God entered into a covenant with Noah, declaring that the earth should not again be destroyed by a flood. Can you imagine what Noah and his family felt. Maybe they thought what if another flood happens. So, the Lord set their heart at rest. Then, we learn that “God blessed Noah and his sons”; Ge 9:2  that He caused the fear and dread of man to fall upon every beast of the field, and “delivered” all the lower orders of creation into his hands. Further, we discovered that man was now vested with the sword of authority, the principle of human government being ordained and instituted by God Himself.
We have talked about The Seven Dispensations, or Ages are:
1. Age of Innocence also called Paradise began in the Garden of Eden and ended with the fall of man- Genesis 2 and 3. 
2. Age of Conscience, relating to the period before the flood. Genesis 4 to 7.
3. Age of Human Government, From the flood to the dispersion of the people at the tower of Babel--Genesis 8 to 11. We are now in the age of Human Government.

After such a merciful deliverance from the flood, and after witnessing such a demonstration of God’s holy wrath against sin, and after being given the full provision and Divine assurance, we would think that the human race, would follow the path of righteousness, but they did not. The very next thing we read is that Ge 9:20 And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: 21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. There are some definitions that tell us that the Hebrew word here for “uncovered” indicates a deliberate act and not just an unconscious effect of drunkenness. The sins of overindulgence and impurity are twin sisters. 

David wrote in Psalm 8, “What is man that thou art mindful of him?” What a difference between this part of Genesis and the last part where Noah was obedient to build the Ark. Who would have imagined such a tragic outcome? How plain it is that truth is stranger than fiction. Genesis 9 launches a new beginning. But think of our first study of the first “beginning” of the human race. As we compare them, the two reveals the fact that there is a resemblance in the history of Noah and Adam. Adam was placed upon the earth which came up out of the “deep and which had previously been dealt with by God in judgment” (Genesis 1:12); So, also, Noah came forth onto an earth which had just emerged from the waters of the great flood which was a Divine judgment upon sin. 

Adam was made lord of creation (Genesis 1:28) and into the hands of Noah God also delivered all things (Genesis 9:2). Adam was “blessed” by God and told to “be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth” (Genesis 1:28), and, in like manner, Noah was “blessed” and told to “be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth” (Genesis 9:1). Adam was placed by God in a garden to “dress and to keep it” (Genesis 2:15), and Noah “began to be a husbandman, and he planted a vineyard” (Genesis 9:20). In this garden Adam transgressed and fell, and Noah fell into sin in a vineyard. The sin of Adam resulted in the exposure of his nakedness (Genesis 3:7), and so, too, we read “And he (Noah) was uncovered within his tent” (Genesis 9:21). 
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Adam’s nakedness was covered by God (Genesis 3:21); and Noah’ was covered by Shem and Japheth (Genesis 9:23). Adam had three sons; Cain, Abel, and Seth, the last of which was the one through whom the promised Seed Jesus would come (Seth); Noah also had three sons; the oldest Japheth, then Shem and Ham. Shem was the one from whom descended the Lord Jesus our Savior. Almost immediately after Adam’s fall a wonderful prophecy was given containing an outline of the history of redemption (Genesis 3:15); and after Noah’s fall, there is a prophecy containing an outline of the great races of the earth. My point is history repeats itself. Note: Had some human, not inspired by the Holy Ghost, written this about Noah, his awful fall would have been omitted. The fact is that it is recorded, and that no effort is made to excuse his sin. 

That is evidence that the characters of the Bible are painted in the colors of truth and nature. Such characters were not sketched by human pens. Moses and others wrote this Bible by Divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Noah’s fall shows us that man left to himself; we see the utter and total depravity of the human nature. Genesis 9 deals with the beginning of a new dispensation, and like those which preceded it and those which followed it, all opened with failure. Whatever the test may be, without God, man is unable to stand. Man is placed in an environment which destruction had fallen. For Noah, the blessing of God was pronounced upon him, the sword of authority placed in his hand. Noah fails to control himself and falls into open wickedness. 

In Noah’s sin we learn our need of watchfulness and prayer. A believer is never immune from falling. The evil nature is still within us and nothing but constant dependency upon God can enable us to withstand the solicitations of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 1Co 10:12 “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” is a word that every saint needs daily to take to heart. Neither age nor character is security in the hour of testing. Here was a man who had withstood the temptations of an evil world for six hundred years, yet nevertheless, he now falls to the lusts of the flesh. And this is one of the things which is written for “our admonition” (1 Corinthians 10:11). 1Co 10:11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

We cannot judge Noah harshly, but rather “consider ourselves, lest we also be tempted” (Galatians 6:1). No experience of God’s mercies in the past can deliver us from exposure to new temptations in the future. Noah’s fall is a solemn warning to every saint of God. Noah’s sin was not judging the flesh. For Noah, nothing except his death is recorded after his terrible fall. The last three hundred years of his life are blank. There are three things of Noah’s prophecy that I want to focus on. The setting of it is a remarkable one. The terrible fall of Noah and the wonderful prediction he said concerning the future history of the three great divisions of the human family are placed in comparison. The fact that the Holy Spirit has joined these two together is an illustration of the truth that God’s ways are different from ours. 

We learn that the very words of Scripture are inspired of God, but also their arrangement and order shows us His wisdom that exceeds human wisdom. What do we learn from linking together Noah’s fall and Noah’s prophecy? The human race of the earth is seen in their early condition: they are traced through Shem, Ham end Japheth, back to Noah. The history of the human race comes from Noah’s three sons. It was a history that began by Noah abusing God’s mercies. It was a history that started with the head of the new race failing, to govern himself. 
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It was a history that started with what Ham did. Ge 9:22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. 
Ham saw his father’s nakedness, and by his own conduct revealed his own character. His brothers sought to cover up the nakedness of Noah, which was also their own as being his offspring, and thus escape the curse. Ge 9:23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father’s nakedness. Ham, “means the sunburnt” represents those in the Church who have received the light but refuse to walk in its rays. It has thereby darkened them; for when light is rejected, it becomes a source of darkness to that soul. Ham was the father of Canaan, “the merchant,” as his name implies. 

He is from the man who refuses the light. They are like Canaan a trafficker with God’s things, “the merchant.” They barter, or peddle, the Truth for personal gain. They are merchants and the balances of deceit are in their hands. (Hosea 12:7). When Noah awoke from his drunkenness, Noah denounced the conduct of Ham. He passed over Ham and fixed the curse upon his son, Canaan. Shem and Japheth are both blessed, and Canaan was to be their servant. This was fulfilled in a measure when God gave Israel dominion over the Canaanites and told them to take their land for a possession. Spiritually speaking, this too, is significant. He who refuses light and is thereby darkened, cannot be a ruler over others, but serves those who will cover the weakness of the flesh with the garment of salvation.

Ge 9:26 And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. Note: The God of Shem is blessed. This refers to the new creation. Shem was the forefather of Israel. Abraham was of this line. It is the new man of faith that is blessed with the blessing of God. Shem, the second son is marked as the father of the children of Eber, the pilgrim race. The Name of God is revealed in this line. He is the son from whence the, children of Israel came. Abraham, the father of those of the faith line, as well as the chosen Seed, that came through Christ.
Japheth, on the other hand, represents the Gentiles, and the natural man. His blessing is dwelling in Shem’s tents. Here we have a hint of conditions today. Japheth is dwelling in Shem's tents in both aspects. 

The Gentiles still have dominion over the Jews in this age, or until the Times of the Gentiles will end. We owe the Jews! Japheth also represents, the energetic, aggressive spirit that desires to serve, rather than worship or pray. Japheth means “enlargement.” He wants to be up and doing, full of zeal and determination. Both are necessary for a full-rounded Christian character. The Lord would have them both united in one house. God acknowledges Shem; but He will also use Japheth with all his ransomed power and zeal, if he will yield to the Shem character and let his tent cover him. Hidden in Christ is the lesson. This is the one God will use for His glory and honor.

Why is Noah’s prophecy about his sons, which sketches the history of the three great races of mankind, linked to Noah’s fall? Ge 9:22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. It was written in scripture 1Co 3:19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. Today we see critics who are blind leaders of the blind which aim to degrade God’s Word.
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Noah in this prophecy of regarding his sons, the natural man does not see anything wrong with what Ham did. These words of Noah were spoken under a Divine yearning which is proven by the fulfillment of the prophecy itself. The words of Noah: Ge 9:25 And he said, cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 26 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. 27 God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. What is the meaning of Noah’s prophecy. It consists of two parts: a curse and a blessing. Noah’s prediction concerning his sons corresponds with their conduct of their father’s drunkenness. This was a terrible fall of Noah, but it was still a greater sin for Ham, on discovering the sad condition of his father. 

Nakedness through scripture depicts shame.  He went out and reported with pleasure to his brethren. It is “fools” who “make a mock of sin” (Proverbs 14:9). For a child to expose and laugh at his parent’s fall was wickedness of the worst kind. In the curse passed upon Canaan we find an instance of the sins of the fathers being visited upon the children. Canaan was the son of Ham. Ham’s sin consisted of an utter failure to honor his father. Had he really cared for his father at all he would have done what his brothers did, they covered him. But instead, mark the consequence: He reaped exactly as he had sown. Ham sinned as a son and was punished in his son Canaan! 

The punishment of Ham was that his son shall be brought into subjection to others, his descendants shall “serve” others. He would be a “servant of servants” verse 25 implies the lowest toil, of slavery. It is to be noted that the “curse” uttered by Noah did not fall directly on Ham but upon one of his sons, “Canaan” (Genesis 10:6). Note, this curse was not confined to Canaan but embraced all the descendants of Ham. Remember, the Israelites centuries later, were to go up and occupy the Promised land. Moses was taught by the Holy Spirit that a special curse rested upon the occupants of the land of Canaan, i.e., the Canaanites. Yet, as we have said, all of Ham’s children appear to have been included within the scope of this curse as is evident from the fact that no blessing at all was pronounced upon Ham as was the case with each of his brothers. 

In Chapter 9, is a remarkable unfolding of the future destinies of the new humanity. By tracing the history of Ham’s other sons, it becomes evident that the scope of Noah’s prophecy reached beyond Canaan. Nimrod sprang from Ham through Cush (Genesis 10:6- 8), and he founded the city and empire Babylon. Mizraim was another of Ham’s children and he was the father of the Egyptians (Genesis 10:6 and Psalm 78:51). For a time, Babylon and Egypt were once great, but later both were reduced to helplessness, first by the Persians who descended from Shem, and later by the Greeks and Romans who were the children of Japheth. 

The whole of Africa are people who were the descendants of Ham, and for many centuries the greater part of that continent lay under the dominion of the Romans, Saracens, and Turks. It is also known; the black people were the slaves of Europeans and Americans. These also claim Ham as their ancestor. In Ham and his descendants, we have the earliest development of the world empires and the most open and admitted opposition to God. They throw off all allegiance and subjection to the Lord who had saved them through the flood, in the waters of judgment. It was from this line that the strong enemy of God’s people, the Philistine, arose.
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Nimrod, the first man to build a kingdom, had his beginning in Ham. Even God took notice of his power and strength. Ge 10:9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD. He was thirsty for power. The beginning of his kingdom was Babel. 

Two things are promised here: The Lord was to be the God of Shem and Canaan was to be his servant. Shem was “the father of all the children of Eber,” that is, the Hebrews (Genesis 10:21). Thus, in the Hebrews, the knowledge and worship of God was preserved in the family of Shem. 
God was the God of the Hebrews. Ex 29:45 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. Two things were also predicted of Japheth: first, he should be enlarged; second, he should dwell in the tents of Shem or, in other words, should receive blessing from Shem. The accomplishment of this prediction is witnessed in scripture. Those nations which have been most enlarged by God have descended from Japheth. Japheth means “enlargement.”   

In Genesis 10, where a list of Japheth’s sons is found, we read, Ge 10:5 By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations. “And he shall dwell in the tents of Shem” links that Japheth was to be Shem’s guest, that he should share the rest and shelter of Shem’s tabernacles. How remarkably has this prophecy been fulfilled spiritually! The revelation we prize is that of the God of Israel; the Savior in whom we trust is the seed of Abraham. The Old Testament was written principally for Israel; and the New Testament was penned by Jewish fingers through the Holy Spirit. 

Remember the words of our Lord, “Salvation is of the Jews” Joh 4:22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.; Who but He who knows the end from the beginning could have outlined the whole course of the three great divisions of the postdiluvian (after the flood) human race so wonderfully and so accurately! Shem; represents the new creation. Japheth represents the Gentiles and also the natural man. 

