Leviticus 1 May12, 2026 Jesus’ Perfection, My Standing!
Leviticus is a continuing account of God's instruction to Israel through His faithful servant Moses. As noted in Exodus, Israel was given the law. In order to preserve them, God had to ordain the various offerings which are typical of the full redemption which would be accomplished by Christ at Calvary. The first five chapters record five offerings, each presenting its own unique truth concerning God's plan of redemption. The offerings are divided into two classes. There are the sweet savor offerings and the non-sweet savor offerings. The sweet savor offerings are three. 1)the burnt offering   2)the meal offering   3)the peace offering. They present Christ's own beautiful, holy, and unblemished characteristics. The non-sweet savor offerings are; 1) the sin offering  2)the trespass offering. The difference between the two types of offerings are; the sweet offerings are Christ at Calvary with His own attributes. The non-sweet savor offerings portray Jesus as being identified with all the sin, degradation, and corruption of the human flesh. Upon these God must pour out His righteous judgment. Leviticus continues with the physical requirements of the priests, as well as very explicit instruction regarding their responsibilities.

The Law revealed man’s sin; the offerings revealed God’s remedy. The distinction between Sweet Savor and Non-Sweet Savor is crucial. The sweet savor offerings represent Christ’s perfect life and devotion offered to God for His pleasure, while the non-sweet savor offerings represent Christ bearing the weight and judgment of sin. Every phase of Israel's existence was governed by the multiple laws and decrees found in this book; and, while Israel had to obey them all in a literal sense, they present far deeper spiritual truths for us. Leviticus, is the book of sanctification. It gives the requirements for a full consecration and separation unto God. The Old Testament is not merely a record of rules, but a shadow of the reality found in Jesus Christ. The meaning for the believer today is, we have Security in Christ, knowing that Jesus satisfied both the Sweet Savor (God’s requirement for perfection) and the Non-Sweet Savor (the penalty for our corruption) gives us total peace. Just as the priests’ lives were governed by every decree, our lives as believers are now governed by the Holy Spirit. Sanctification isn't a suggestion; it is the natural result of being redeemed by the sacrifice of Christ.

The book of Leviticus corresponds to 2Corinthians the New Testament Priests. This is where Paul sets the Divine order for us, the New Testament Priests. Leviticus has been designated the book of sanctification or the guide-book of the priests. God did not leave anything to the imagination of man. God’s plan at Calvary was by divine and exact order. God had given Moses the exact blueprint. Paul tells Timothy in 2Ti 1:13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. Paul wasn't just concerned with Timothy knowing the facts of Jesus; he was concerned with the consistency of the message. The word form is a pattern like used in sewing. A woman making a dress follows the lines of the pattern, (the delineator). If she deviates from the pattern, the garment loses its soundness or structural integrity. Following the pattern ensures the spiritual health of the church. If we change the pattern, the body of the church begins to suffer from spiritual malnutrition or disease. When we look at the pattern Paul laid out in the Gospel, the grace afforded to us, it serves as a delineator. It tells us the pattern we are to follow. With Paul’s instruction we look back at the original sketch, the form, and make sure our lives and teaching still line up with the original lines drawn by the Apostle Paul. Redemption is not an invent our own effort or doctrine; it is a divine and spiritual transaction that required exact order at Calvary. The concept of Divine Order is that God is not a God of confusion, but of precise patterns.

In the Old Testament, the pattern was physical (the Tabernacle); in the New Testament, the pattern is spiritual (the Body of Christ). When Paul addresses the church in 2 Corinthians, he is functioning as a master builder ensuring that the New Testament Priests which is every believer, operate according to the blueprint established at Calvary. In the Old Testament, if a priest offered strange fire or ignored the blueprint, the connection between God and man was broken. Today we must follow the pattern set for us at Calvary. When people invent religious doctrines based on feelings or anything else, they create a golden calf. They might emphasize love but ignore justice, or emphasize works but ignore grace. The Priesthood of all Believers means our steps are also laid out in Scripture. God doesn't want us to guess how to worship or live; He has provided the guide-book through His Word. The Calvary blueprint is a perfect exchange where Jesus took our sin and debt upon Himself so that we could receive His righteousness and life. We did not deserve it, but because of His love for us He gave us His life. We follow Calvary’s blueprint  because it is the only divine order that actually works; by resting in His finished plan rather than our own efforts, we find a security and peace that our own imagination could never build. This is Paul’s teaching. In Leviticus, the worshiper laid their hands on the sacrifice to identify with it. 

Today we are laying our hands and our life upon Jesus through faith. We aren't just following a set of rules; we are connecting our life to His. The Holy Spirit of God acts as a divine compass that points us away from our own imagination and toward the Cross. He convinces us that the work is truly finished. Joh 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. The Calvary blueprint says we are already accepted as the beloved, allowing us to work from love rather than for love. Following the Calvary plan means moving from anxiety to our anchor in Christ. When we stop trying in our own way, we are no longer tossed around by our changing moods or failures. We realize that our standing before God is as solid and orderly as the sacrifice of Christ itself. We don't have to wonder am I okay with God? We simply look at Calvary’s blueprint and see that the debt is paid.  There were 4 blood offerings; the meal offering was just an appendage or an offering that went with the other offerings especially the burnt offering. These 4 blood offerings are portrayed in the 4 gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The burnt offering is portrayed in the book of John. The peace offering is found in Luke. The sin offering is found in Mark. Then the trespass offering is found in Mathew. These offerings are seen throughout these gospels. 

The reason for multiple offerings is because God could not portray everything that Jesus did with one offering. He shows us the king in Matthew, in Mark we see the Servant, in Luke we see the Man, and in John we see the Son of God. It took these 5 offerings to give a full orbed view of what Jesus did upon the cross. At first all we see is that Jesus died for my sins but as we go on, we learn more and more of what these offerings tell us. That is why God used 4 gospel writers. One gospel writer could not explore all the intricacies of Jesus Christ. One saw Him from one view point and another saw Him from another view point. The 4 gospels don’t contradict one another. They portray a fourfold description of Christ. The burnt offering is the chief offering. There are 4 different grades and this is the chief grade of those offerings. The bull tells us of Christ as being able and willing to do God’s will. A bull is able and the bull or the ox is a willing animal. It does not have to be forced to do anything. The burnt offering was all offer to God alone. It was all burnt upon the altar. The burnt offering is unique because it was wholly consumed. It represents the total surrender of Jesus. 

The image of the bull/ox as a willing servant perfectly captures Christ’s mindset in Gethsemane: Not my will, but Thine be done. This tells that Jesus was given over to the hand of His Father as He said I come to do thy will oh God. Jesus was complete burnt up under the will of God. Jesus was the burnt sacrifice and He was obedient unto death. As Christians, we are called to be living sacrifices (Romans 12:1). Just as the offering was all burnt, we are invited to give God every area of our lives, not just the parts we feel like sharing. Le 1:1 And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock. Notice the little word “if” in v2 because it was a voluntary offering. Jesus wasn't forced to the cross by the Romans or the Jews; He went voluntarily because of His love for the Father and for us. The attitude maintained in the burnt offering was that they must give it of their own voluntary will. As a Christian, we must offer ourselves voluntarily from a heart of love. They were not forced to offer it , it was voluntary. Le 1:3 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD. God doesn't want forced religion. He looks for the “if”, the voluntary movement of a heart that loves Him. 

Le 1:4 And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him. In v4 we see the identification, identifying himself with his offering. This is what we do, we say I am not going to offer myself, but I am going to lay my hand upon Christ and He is my offering and so I will be accepted in Him. We are accepted in the beloved as we lay our life upon Christ. We are identified in Him. Compare v4 with Eph 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. I am not accepted by my own merit, but I am accepted in the merit of Jesus Christ. This shows us our justification which is our new standing in Christ. I stand in Christ. It is an exchange at Calvary, His unblemished status becomes ours, and our need becomes His responsibility. This gives the believer a new standing. This is the pattern we follow! When God looks at us, He sees the unblemished Christ because we have laid our hands on Jesus Christ by faith. Le 1:5 And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. The sobering reality in verse 5 is that the offeror killed the bullock. 

This removes any us vs. them mentality regarding the crucifixion. It wasn't just the world that killed Jesus; it was my sin. We realize that we were the ones that killed Jesus there at the cross. It was our sin that killed Jesus. We can never be prideful or self-righteous because we recognize that our own shortcomings required the death of the innocent. There are 4 different grades and this is the chief of the grades of those offerings. The bull tells us of Christ as being able and willing to do God’s will. He was not forced to do anything. When we realize the willingness of Christ to be slain by the very people He was saving, it changes our thinking into a life of profound gratitude. Everything in Leviticus points to one central truth: God has made a way for a holy God to dwell with an unholy people through a perfect Substitute, Jesus Christ! Le 1:6 And he shall flay the burnt offering, and cut it into his pieces. He divides it.  Le 1:7 And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in order upon the fire: This wood is the complete order of Jesus’ humanity. 

We have a breakdown of the grades of the burnt offering, from the bird to the bull is a map of spiritual growth. While every believer starts at the cross, our understanding of what happened there deepens over time. Leviticus 1:6: And he shall flay the burnt offering, and cut it into his pieces. To flay means to remove the skin. The skin is the outward appearance. When the offering was flayed and cut, the inwards were exposed. Nothing was hidden. This shows that under the heat of God’s judgment, Jesus was found to be just as holy on the inside as He appeared on the outside. His motives, His thoughts (the head), and His very essence (the fat) were all perfectly aligned with God's will. We believers often try to skin our lives to look good on the outside. But this verse reminds us that God sees the cut pieces, the hidden parts of our hearts. Because Jesus was cut open at Calvary and found to be perfectly holy, we can trust Him completely. There are no hidden surprises in Jesus; He is exactly who He says He is. Then V7 in the Bible, wood often symbolizes man (rooted in the earth). The wood was in order tells us that Jesus’ human life was not disordered. He lived a life of perfect subjection to the Father’s will. As New Testament priests, we aren't called to a disordered spirituality. Just as the wood was laid in order, our lives are ordered by the Word of God. Jesus was accused of being a blasphemer, but He was the only human to ever perfectly fulfill the Divine Blueprint. 

When we feel falsely accused, our standing is based on His perfect order, not the world’s or the religious church’s opinion of us. Le 1:8 And the priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in order upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar: The Head is Christ’s thoughts; Fat represents His internal energy (the very best of the animal). God commanded these to be laid in order. This is every thought Jesus had and every ounce of His internal strength was aligned with God’s blueprint. He wasn't just doing the right things; He was thinking the right things with the right motives. For us, our thoughts matter. We are encouraged because Christ as head was offered for us, we now have the mind of Christ. Giving God our fat today, means giving God our best; our primary energy and our deepest devotion, rather than our leftovers. Le 1:17 And he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide it asunder: and the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon the fire: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD. Note the division in the burnt offering. The three four legged animals were all divided into pieces, but the birds were not. This represents different things about Jesus. The birds bring out Christ as the heavenly being He was not cut open to our view. 

We cannot fully understand Jesus and His work of redemption if we do not see Him first as a man. When we know Him as a man, we begin to look inside of Him. He begins to be cut up where we see what He has done in redemption. Many Christians know Jesus is in Heaven and that He died for them, but they don't yet understand the pieces of how His humanity, His priesthood, and His specific obedience apply to their lives. It’s a sweet savor to them, but it isn't opened up to their view. We see Him as a heavenly being, the Son of God but then as we go on, the Lord reveals to us that He was our substitute there at the cross. Then we begin to see the obedience of the sheep and what this provided for me. Le 1:10 And if his offering be of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without blemish. There were 4 different grades of the burnt offering and the sheep is the 2nd grade. It is inferior unto the bull in that it is not as big and does not have the ability that the bull does. Isa 53:7 …..and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

What ability does the sheep have? The sheep’s ability is not found in its strength (like the bull), but in its submission. A sheep is unique because it is dumb (silent) before its shearers. It does not fight back; it yields. Learning to yield is so important. It comes from trusting God’s will for us. The Bull is the highest grade because it represents strength plus willingness. A bull can pull a massive load. This is Christ seen in His full capacity as the One who is able to save them to the uttermost (Hebrews 7:25). The Bull allows us to reign with Christ. When we see Jesus as the Bull, it isn’t someone who just barely got us saved. We start seeing Him as the Power of God. In our daily life, if the burden is heavy, we don't look for a Bird; we look for the Bull. We look to Christ who has the strength to carry the weight of our family, our career, and our future. The Bird: Jesus is God and He is in Heaven (Deity). The Sheep is Jesus is my silent Substitute who took my beating. (Submission). The Bull is Jesus is the Mighty Servant who has the power to carry me and rule through me. (Ability). Both the bull and the sheep bring out the obedience. 
The sheep can’t do any real hard work like the bull. To see Christ as the bull means that we see Him as providing all of the great and wonderful depths of redemption. The four grades represent different comprehensions that we have of Christ’s work. 

Then the 3rd degree is the goats. This tells us of Christ as the substitute, bearing the guilt that was not His own. The Goat, highlights Christ as the Substitute. In the Day of Atonement, the goat was the one that bore the sins away. It is guilt-focused. It represents Christ being identified with our sharpest rebellion and our most stubborn sins. Many believers get stuck here. They see Jesus as the one who took their guilt (the Goat), but they haven't yet moved up to seeing Him as the one who gives them strength (the Bull). This grade is essential for peace of conscience; it tells us that Jesus paid for our rebellion and it has been settled by our Substitute Christ. Again, the birds bring out Christ as the heavenly being and therefore are not cut up into pieces. He is not opened unto our view. This tells us that we cannot fully understand Jesus and His work of redemption if we do not see Him as a man or if we do not have Him revealed unto us as a man. Christ was a priest as a man. When we know that, we begin to look on the inside of Him. He begins to be cut up where we can begin to see the inside of Him and what He has done in redemption. Le 1:11 And he shall kill it on the side of the altar northward before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the altar. 

Le 1:12 And he shall cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and the priest shall lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar: He was killed on the north side of the altar which signifies the cold north wind of judgment which fell upon Jesus. North represents judgment and the cold wind of trial. The sacrifice was killed on the north side signifies that Jesus died under the full, chilling weight of God’s righteous judgment against sin. He faced the coldest parts of death so that we would never have to. When we face the cold seasons of life, rejection, loss, or the feeling of being under fire, we can know that Jesus has already stood on the North side for us. Jesus exhausted the North wind of God’s judgment at Calvary, there is no condemnation or judgment left for us. The sacrifice was made in the exact place where the wind was coldest. Le 1:13 But he shall wash the inwards and the legs with water: and the priest shall bring it all, and burn it upon the altar: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD. 14 And if the burnt sacrifice for his offering to the LORD be of fowls, then he shall bring his offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons. The inwards are the internal organs (motives/desires) and the legs are the walk (behavior). 

Before they could be a sweet savor, they had to be washed. Jesus was already perfect; this washing is for us. Jesus was clean. He is the only Man whose walk (legs) perfectly matched His heart (inwards). This is about our sanctification. The Water of the Word (Ephesians 5:26) washes our walk and our motives. We rest in the fact that our Substitute had perfectly clean inwards and legs, and God accepts His purity as if it were our own. In our practical walk, we often struggle with our outward behavior. It might look good to others, but our inwards (our secret motives) do not line up with the word of God. Sometimes Christian’s focus almost entirely on the legs. They try to walk straight so people think they are holy. But the Levitical order required the inwards to be washed and offered too. We can be honest to the Lord about our short comings the inwards of our fears, our anger, and our hidden desires. We are accepted because of Jesus’ internal purity, not our ability to keep our own inwards clean. Jesus is the only Man whose legs, His walk, matched His heart. When the heart is settled in Christ’s love, the legs, our walk begins to follow naturally. Jesus isn’t a distant Lord, but a Man who was tested in every way like we are. Our heart is hidden from people, but they were exposed on the altar. The four specific animals, the bullock, the sheep, the goat, and the birds, correspond to different aspects of Christ’s character and service as revealed in Paul’s epistles. 

The bullock is the largest and strongest of the offerings. It represents the untiring, patient labor of Christ as the Servant of God. It is the obedience and service of Christ in Philippians 2:7-8. He took upon Him the form of a servant and became obedient unto death. For us, the bullock represents the strength of Christ's finished work. Just as the bullock was the most valuable offering, Paul teaches that the sacrifice of Christ was of infinite value because of His perfect, obedience to the Father's will. The sheep, or lamb, highlights the gentleness and unresisting submission of the Lord Jesus as He went to the cross. Paul refers to Christ as our Passover in 1 Corinthians 5:7. While the Passover was for safety, the Burnt Offering sheep is for acceptance. Paul’s teaching in Romans 8:36 also mentions being accounted as sheep for the slaughter, showing our identification with Christ’s submissive walk. The sheep speaks to the believer about the character of Christ, meek and lowly in heart. It reminds us that our acceptance before God is based on the One who did not open His mouth in protest, but willingly laid down His life. Then the Goat is our Substitute for sin. It represents Christ, and emphasizes His separation and the fact that He was numbered with the transgressors.

Paul writes in Galatians 3:13 that Christ was made a curse for us. While the goat is the primary animal for the Sin Offering (the root), it shows that even in His death as a substitute, Christ was a sweet savor to God because of His willingness to be separated for our sake. The Turtledoves or Pigeons are the Heavenly Man of Sorrows. The birds are the offering of the poor. They represent Christ as the One who came from heaven (the bird of the air) and had no place to lay His head.
Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 8:9 that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich. In Leviticus 1, the wings of the bird were not to be detached. This speaks of the flight and heavenly nature of Christ. Paul’s Gospel constantly points us to a Christ who is now seated in heavenly places (Ephesians 1:20). The bird offering ensures that even the poorest believer, even those with the least understanding or resources, has a way to approach God. It shows that Christ’s heavenly character and His earthly poverty were both part of the sacrifice that makes us accepted. Birds are creatures of the air, and in the offerings, they represent Christ as the Heavenly Man. 
Unlike the bullock or sheep which are tied to the earth, the bird speaks of Jesus’ origin. Paul emphasizes this in 1 Corinthians 15:47-48, stating that the second man is the Lord from heaven. By keeping the wings attached even in death, the offering signifies that even when Christ became a man and died on a cross, He never lost His heavenly character. His wings, His capacity for heavenly communion, remained part of His identity. Paul said in Hebrews 13:8: Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever. When we come to God, we are accepted in the value of a Savior who is still the Heavenly Man. His wings were not clipped by the cross; instead, His death became the very means by which He ascended back to glory to intercede for us. The wings staying on the bird show that God deals with the whole person. 

He does not just take the useful parts of Christ’s death; He accepts the entire, undivided heavenly nature of the Son of God. And we are accepted as the beloved! In all four cases in Leviticus 1, the offering is called a sweet savour unto the Lord. In Paul's Gospel, this is the foundation of our standing. In Ephesians 1:6, Paul says we are accepted in the beloved. The Burnt Offering is not about our sin being taken away; it is about Christ’s perfection being credited to our account. The Burnt Offering of Chapter 1 clothes the New Man in the very fragrance and acceptance of Jesus Christ Himself. God looks at the believer and smells the sweet savor of the Bullock, the Sheep, the Goat, and the Bird, seeing the total devotion of His Son.  This is Jesus’ Perfection and my standing!
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