Leviticus 10 July 21, 2026 Calvary’s Fire and the Garment of Grace!
Leviticus chapter 10 is a parenthesis with some things that happened which are important to our priestly ministry. Le 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. This strange fire means that it did not come from the coals of the brazen altar. This was not to be done. We get our fire from Calvary. This strange fire was not of the power of the Holy Spirit. It was not on the basis of Calvary. It shows unbelief of Moses instruction because they were instructed exactly as to how they were to do this and so the Lord consumed them in v 2 with His fire. Le 10:2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. Notice that God is glorified by the death of these men. This simply means that He is glorified when judgment upon sin is executed. God was glorified the day that Jesus died there upon the cross of Calvary. It was judgment upon sin. He is always glorified when His righteousness is exhibited. 

Nadab and Abihu were duly ordained, anointed priests of the living God. They had been up on Mount Sinai with Moses and Aaron and had seen God's glory (Exodus 24:1, 9-10). Their sudden death wasn't necessarily a sentence to hell; it was a sudden, dramatic removal from earthly ministry because they compromised the holy pattern God was establishing. This deals with reverence, the danger of replacing God's power with human effort, and how God views the ministry of His people. Today this is one of the most dangerous and deceptive trends in the modern church. There is a modern form of “strange fire” bringing a message of unscriptural grace into the holy presence of God. The idea that because we are under grace, our practical daily walk doesn't matter is an ancient heresy dressed up in modern clothes. It is the false belief that because Christ’s sacrifice covers all sin, a believer has no moral obligation to live a holy life. When pastors and teachers preach this, they are playing with the exact same fire that consumed Nadab and Abihu. They claim that since all of God's provisions have been provided to us, we can just sit back, live however we want, and coast into heaven. But the Apostle Paul fought against this exact mindset. He anticipated this lazy, dangerous theology and shut it down immediately in his letters: 

Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Paul makes it clear; Grace is not a license to sin; grace is the power to live a holy life. True grace changes our desires. If a person claims to be under grace but has no desire for a practical holy walk before the Lord, they are mocking the cross. Many who are preaching this ungodly doctrine today think they are safe because they aren't dropping dead on Sunday mornings like Nadab and Abihu. But they fail to realize that God’s silence is not God’s approval. In the Old Testament, God often executed judgment instantly to set a physical pattern for us to learn from. In the New Testament, God’s judgment upon false teachers is often deferred, but it is described as being far more severe. Paul and other New Testament writers warn that leaders who mislead God's people will face a terrifying strictness: In James 3:1, we are called to a Higher Standard. James says; My brethren, be not many masters [teachers], knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. Teachers are not given a free pass because of grace to teach whatever they want outside of scripture. 

Note how Paul warns about the Spiritual death sentences in 1 Timothy. Paul names two false teachers, Hymenaeus and Philetus, who were teaching ungodly doctrines that ate like gangrene. Paul didn't just ignore them; he publicly exposed them and delivered them to Satan for the destruction of their flesh so they would learn not to blaspheme (1 Timothy 1:20). It is pay day some day! When a believer chooses to believe this ungodly doctrine, and falls into Satan’s trap, it completely ruins their testimony and strips them of spiritual power. Yes, God’s provisions have been provided to us, but the New Testament tells us we have to actively walk in them. Consider the vocabulary Paul uses in his epistles. He never tells the believer to be passive: Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. (Ephesians 4:1). Mortify [put to death] therefore your members which are upon the earth... (Colossians 3:5). Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. (Philippians 2:12). If a believer has no practical walk, they become carnal (fleshly). While they may still be saved, they lose their joy, they lose their fellowship with God, they lose their rewards in eternity, and they open the door for God’s heavy hand of discipline in this life. Those telling people that a practical walk doesn't matter are like a blind Captain on a ship. 

They tell all the passengers on the ship that your ticket has been paid for and you have all the provisions on the ship to enjoy. Just eat, drink and be merry. Enjoy everything on this ship that has been provided for you. As the captain on the ship, they say, attention everyone! Because the owner is so good, and because everything on this ship is completely free and paid for, the rules of navigation no longer apply to us! We don't need to watch out for icebergs, we don't need to stay in the shipping lanes, and I am turning off the radar. Just enjoy the provisions! They are steering God's people straight into the rocky reefs of sin, broken families, and spiritual darkness, all while claiming everything is provided! God will absolutely hold those leaders accountable for wrecking the spiritual lives of His people. When the trials come and they will come, people have no way of knowing what to do, because they have not been taught the practical walk, in divine grace. Divine grace is a power that we absolutely need to be taught! True grace is not just a safety net for when we fail; grace is a dynamic, active power that equips the believer to endure trials and live a holy life. When pastors teach grace as merely a passive legal standing meaning everything is provided, so just sit back, they leave believers spiritually naked and defenseless when the storms of life inevitably hit. 

People sitting under this have no spiritual muscle, no root system, and no understanding of how to draw upon God's strength. The Apostle Paul did not just preach grace as a theory; he preached it as an energizing force. Paul defines the power of divine grace and how we must be taught to practically walk in it. Paul taught that grace is a daily, functional power meant to sustain us through agonizing pain and trials. Paul suffered from a thorn in the flesh, a severe, agonizing trial that he begged God three times to remove. God’s answer to Paul is the ultimate definition of divine grace: 2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength (power) is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ (grace) may rest upon me. Notice God equates grace with: My strength. (power). God did not tell Paul, Don't worry about your thorn, I've already provided everything in heaven. He said, My grace is an active, present power that will supply you with the strength to endure this trial right now. If believers are not taught this practical aspect of grace, when cancer strikes, when a marriage shakes, or when financial ruin hits, they collapse. They will not know how to access the throne of grace to find help in time of need (Hebrews 4:16). 

It is because they are not taught or they do not listen to God’s word! They make choices to try and eliminate the trial because no one wants to face trials. Human nature dictates that when a trial hits, our first instinct is to try and eliminate it. No one wants to suffer. But if we are never taught how to access the throne of grace to find help in time of need, we will collapse the moment we realize the trial isn't going away. So, how do we access the throne of grace to find help in our time of need? People often think turning to Jesus requires pulling themselves together, silencing their thoughts, and offering a calm, composed prayer. But in intense turmoil, that is sometimes an impossibility. Turning to Jesus isn't a complex spiritual formula. It can be as simple as a groaning heart or a two-word prayer: Help me Oh God! In the same way, the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. Ro 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. God doesn't require us to quiet the storm inside our mind before we come to Him. He meets us in the noise.

When we are overwhelmed or trapped in something whether sin or trial, our immediate instinct is to try to scramble out of the pit ourselves. When we fail, shame sets in, keeping us from God.
We must shift from fixing to surrendering. We don't clean up or escape a trial to come to Jesus; we come to Jesus to take our burdens. If someone is trapped in heavy trials or in sin, hiding in shame only keeps them trapped. Jesus called the weary and heavy-laden, not the self-sufficient. Mt 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Again, we must shift from fixing to surrendering. Turning to Jesus often starts with admitting, I can't stop this, I can't fix this, and I am completely powerless right now. That honesty is the doorway to grace. Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16 paints a picture of what opening that doorway of grace looks like in real life: The verse begins with therefore, pointing directly back to the verses right before it. It reminds us that Jesus experienced human trial, sorrow, and temptation, yet without sin. The hinge that swings the door open is honesty about our weakness. 

When we stop pretending we have it all together and admit, I am weak, I am struggling, and I cannot fix this myself, we align our reality with what Jesus already knows. We don't have to put on a mask to step through this door. The Step through the door: Come Boldly! Human nature makes us want to hide when we fail or hurt, just like Adam and Eve hid in the garden. We assume God is angry, disappointed, or distant, even though we may not say it. It is in the back of our mind. Stepping through the doorway means replacing hiding with boldness (confidence). This isn't arrogant self-confidence; it's confidence in who sits on the throne. Because it is a throne of grace (unmerited favor) rather than a throne of judgment, we can walk right in, messy, hurting, or broken without fear of rejection. What do we find inside? Mercy and Grace in Time of Need! Once we cross the door way (threshold), the Lord promises two specific gifts waiting for us. Mercy: God reaching down to forgive, comfort, and withhold the condemnation or despair we fear. Grace to Help: The active, supernatural strength to endure and overcome the trial when our own human strength has run completely dry. The doorway of grace isn't unlocked by our righteousness, smooth prayers, or perfect behavior. It was unlocked by Jesus. Honesty is simply the act of turning the handle and walking through it.

Also, when a person is too weak to reach out to God, the Body of Christ must step in. In Mark 2, four friends lowered a paralyzed man through a roof to get to Jesus. When we are stuck in pain of trial, sometimes all we can do is let a trusted brother or sister pray for us and carry us to the throne. We need the body of Christ; we need each other. I need you! I can’t do this alone! Mr 2:2 And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he (Jesus) preached the word unto them. 3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. 4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. Accessing the throne of grace isn't about achieving a quiet mind or climbing a spiritual ladder. It's about letting go of the rope and letting Jesus catch us where we fall. This is the practical aspect of grace that must be taught: Grace is divine endurance. It is the supernatural ability to stand steady when our world is falling apart. When we are taught to walk in practical grace, we stop asking, how do I get out of this? and ask, Lord, how do I draw upon Your strength to walk through this? 

Paul learned this lesson so well that his entire attitude shifted. Paul said; therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. He didn't love the pain, but he loved the deep, intimate power of Christ that the pain forced him to rely on. In the Old Testament days, if we were to approach a king uninvited, we could be executed on the spot. For Israel, God’s throne on earth was the Mercy Seat inside the Holy of Holies, and it was blocked by a thick veil. If anyone except the High Priest went in there, or if the High Priest went in with unauthorized strange fire like Nadab and Abihu, they died instantly. But for us, in the New Testament when Jesus died on the cross, the heavy temple veil blocking the Holy of Holies was torn in half from top to bottom, so that we can we enter in. The Throne of Grace is the sovereign presence of God, completely accessible to us because of the blood of Jesus Christ. This is where God dispenses His supernatural power, comfort, and wisdom directly into our spirit when we are at our absolute weakest. Accessing the throne of grace is a practical, daily discipline. It is not an emotional feeling. It is a spiritual legal right that Christ purchased on the cross with His very life and blood. 

We come with Boldness and freedom of speech and openness. We walk in with the confidence of a child walking into their loving father's living room. We speak with absolute honesty. Sometimes we want to bottle it up, but tell God like it is. If we are angry, hurting, or confused, we tell Him exactly how we feel. Paul reminds us of this positional right in Romans 5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand... When we go to the throne of grace, our prayers must change. If we only pray, Lord, take this away, we are missing the point of the throne. Look at what Hebrews says we find there: grace to help in time of need. The Greek word for help here is a term used for wrapping thick ropes around a ship’s hull during a typhoon to keep the ship from breaking apart under the pressure. When we access the throne of Grace, we can pray: Lord, I cannot handle this heartbreak on my own. I need You Lord to bind my heart together. I am asking for your supernatural strength to keep me from breaking apart today just like the ropes that hold the ship together in the storm. Paul gives us the exact step-by-step mechanics of how to practically access this peace and power at the throne in Philippians 4:6-7. Be careful [anxious] for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Our desperate cry (or supplication) is with a declaration of who God is (thanksgiving). We can say, Lord, this situation looks hopeless, but I thank You that You are still sovereign, You still love me, and You are my anchor. When we leave that request at the throne of Grace, God’s peace acts like a military garrison, guarding our heart and mind so we don't collapse. If we fail to teach the practical walk, we leave believers bankrupt with their own good works. But when we understand the finished work of Jesus Christ is for us. He did everything for us! So, why bottle it up! Come before God’s throne and climb into His lap and tell our Father all. In this we realize we are not in a judges courtroom. The Creator of the universe is our Father who gave us all. When cancer strikes or our world shakes, we don't have to stand far off. We walk right past the fear, straight up to the seat of His power, climb into our Father's lap through honest prayer, and let His supernatural grace hold us together.

Le 10:4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said unto them, Come near, carry your brethren from before the sanctuary out of the camp. 5 So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the camp; as Moses had said. Here is something interesting. In V2 fire from the LORD, devoured them, and they died before the LORD. So, why in didn’t there coats burn up? They were carried in their coats out of the camp. If God’s intent was total, eternal destruction of Nadab and Abihu, why wouldn’t the fire have consumed them entirely, garments and all? But God purposefully left their garments completely intact. Those coats were no ordinary clothes. In Exodus 28, God gave specific blueprints for the linen coats of the priests. They were woven of fine white linen, and God explicitly stated they were made for glory and for beauty (Exodus 28:40). The fact that they were carried out in their coats proves that while God judged their earthly flesh for their disobedience, He did not strip them of their priestly standing. Their position as part of the covenant family remained untouched. The fire judged the strange fire of their actions, but it left the garment of their office untouched. This is a vivid Old Testament picture of what Paul calls being disciplined by God physically so that we are not condemned with the world.

But here is the trap. Some think, well, if the coat never burns up, and if we can never lose our salvation, then it doesn't matter how we live or what we teach! We can just do what we want. The modern error is thinking that if we cannot lose our salvation, there are no consequences for sin. But Leviticus 10 completely shatters that logic. Nadab and Abihu were still saved, and yet they were struck dead on the spot! They didn't lose their souls, but they lost everything else: their earthly lives, their ministries, their futures, and their reputations. When some teach that a practical walk doesn't matter because we are always saved, they are telling people it is safe to play with dynamite just because you are wearing fireproof suits. The Apostle Paul deals with this exact danger in his epistles. He knew that the moment you teach people about the absolute security of God's grace, carnal minds will try to abuse it. Paul warns believers against this.
Galatians 6:7-8 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. Notice who Paul is writing to: Believers! He is telling people who are wearing the coat of righteousness that if they sow to the flesh, they will reap corruption (destruction, ruin, sickness, brokenness). God will not allow His grace to be used as a doormat. 

We might keep our salvation, but we can completely destroy our life, our family, and our health on the rocky reefs of sin. Le 10:6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD hath kindled. 7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did according to the word of Moses. Aaron and his remaining sons are strictly forbidden from showing traditional signs of mourning. Why? Because their duty to God and the anointing oil superseded their natural family grief. The rest of Israel could mourn, but the priests had to stay focused on their sanctuary duty. Le 10:8 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, saying, 9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations: This verse gives us an indication why these men did this; it was because they were drunk. The wine and strong drink tells us of the wine of religion that is sweeping across Christendom today. 

In the book of Revelation speaking of the wine of her fornication. Re 17:2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. When Revelation says the earth has been made drunk with the wine of her fornication, it means false religious systems preach a message that acts like spiritual alcohol. It puts the conscience to sleep.  The false message that we are already secure in Christ, so how we live, walk, or obey doesn't matter is deeply intoxicating. It promises all the benefits of God's kingdom, peace, grace, heaven, and God’s provision, without demanding the cross, repentance, or obedience. It makes people spiritually comfortable in their sin. When a doctrine teaches that we can rely on Christ's provision while abandoning a practical, holy walk, it is encouraging spiritual fornication.  It claims to love the Groom (Jesus), but wants to live like the world. It uses Christ for His blessings (provisions) while refusing His lordship over daily behavior. That is spiritual fornication! The wine of her fornication in Revelation is the seductive, intoxicating deception of worldly religion. It lulls believers into believing they can partake of Christ's altar while living in covenant with the world. 

A religion that offers positional grace while dismissing practical holiness is not the Gospel. It is the very drunkenness that Babylon uses to lead people away from the narrow road. Le 10:10 And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean; The same thing is true today, men are drunk on the wine of religion and they can’t tell the difference between the clean and the unclean and the holy and the unholy. They think that everything in religion is alright, but God doesn’t look at it this way. We are not to be drunk on the wine of religion and the way to stay away from that is to be continually filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. In the closing verses of Leviticus 10, it shows a beautiful window into the heart of God. It shows the sharp contrast between willful rebellion (what Nadab and Abihu did) and human weakness wrapped in heartbreak (what Aaron and his remaining sons did). Moses gets angry because he thinks the remaining sons are disobeying God’s instructions. But Aaron steps in, explains why they didn't eat the sacrifice, and Moses recognizes that God values the true state of the heart over blind, ritualism. Leviticus 10:11–15 And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes... Take the meat offering... and eat it without leaven beside the altar... And the wave breast and heave shoulder shall ye eat in a clean place... 

After the shock of the judgment, God gives Aaron and his surviving sons (Eleazar and Ithamar) their marching orders. They are told to eat the remaining meal offerings and the peace offerings. Even though tragedy hit the family, the priesthood must continue, and the priests must be sustained by the portions legally assigned to them. Leviticus 10:16–18 And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin offering, and, behold, it was burnt: and he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar... saying, Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin offering in the holy place... ye should indeed have eaten it.. Moses checks on the sin offering (the goat sacrificed for the people's sins). According to the law, since the blood wasn't brought inside the veil, the priests were supposed to eat the meat in the holy place. By eating it, they visually showed that they were absorbing and carrying away the sins of the congregation. But Moses discovers they just burned the whole thing up on the altar instead. Moses panics and gets angry. He’s thinking, Oh no, not again! Two sons just died for disobeying God, and now the other two are breaking the rules! Le 10:19–20 And Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this day have they offered their sin offering... and such things have befallen me: and if I had eaten the sin offering today, should it have been accepted in the sight of the LORD? And when Moses heard that, he was content. 

Aaron steps in to defend his surviving sons. He says, Look at what has befallen me today. My sons just died under judgment. If I sat down to feast on this holy offering today with a shattered, heavy heart, would God have truly been pleased with that outward performance? This is our example of how we come to the Throne of Grace and tell God exactly how we feel. Aaron understood that a holy feast requires a joyful, pure heart of fellowship. Eating it purely out of mechanical obligation while mourning would have been a hollow ritual. Moses hears this, recognizes the deep spiritual wisdom in Aaron’s heart, and is satisfied. God didn't strike them down, because their deviation wasn't born out of pride or rebellion, but out of grief and deep reverence. That’s Grace and Mercy and the Love of God when we come to Him! If Aaron had eaten of that sin offering, he would have been saying amen to everything that God did. Lord you had every right to go in there and kill those kids and Aaron did not feel that way. He thought that God had been a little too harsh even though he knew God was right. 

Another point of eating the sin offering is that we agree with God as to His judgments and what befalls us. Also eating the sin offering means that we identify ourselves with others in their burden and their tribulation. Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire out of pride and presumption. Eleazar and Ithamar altered things out of brokenness and fear of offending God. God judged the rebels but extended mercy to the brokenhearted. (Grace) Paul teaches that under the New Covenant, God is looking entirely at the condition of our hearts, not just our outward performance:  Aaron refused to fake it. He refused to put on a plastic smile, pretend everything was fine, and eat the holy meal just to look legalistic. God knows the difference between a rebellious heart who treats His holiness with contempt and a hurting child who is doing their best in a broken world. God wants us to come to Him in total honesty, walking practically in His grace, knowing that when our hands shake in the trials of life, He looks at our hearts and is content with our yieldedness toward Him. This is demonstrated in Calvary’s Fire and the Garment of Grace!
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