Leviticus 14 August 11, 2026 Out of the Camp, Into His Grace!
Chapter 14 records the cleansing of the leper. After he has been healed and pronounced clean here is what he was to do. All of this points to the cross and the results of the cross. 
Le 14:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto the priest: 3 And the priest shall go forth out of the camp; and the priest shall look, and, behold, if the plague of leprosy be healed in the leper. In the Old Testament, leprosy was much more than a medical condition; it was a physical picture of sin. It was decaying, numbing, isolating, and causing a person to be cast out from the presence of God and community. A leper could not heal himself, nor could the priest heal him. The priest only inspected and pronounced judgment. Physically, leprosy numbs the nerves, making the sufferer unable to feel pain, which leads to destruction without realizing it. Paul uses this exact analogy for sin in Ephesians 4:18–19, describing non-believers as having the understanding darkened... who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness. Sin numbs our conscience. Paul says in 1Ti 4:2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron. Cleansing through Christ restores spiritual sensation and life.

Under Leviticus law, if a clean person touched a leper, the clean person became ceremonial unclean. A leper came to Jesus, kneeling and saying, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. Instead of pulling back, Jesus moved with compassion, reached out, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. When Jesus touched the leper, His purity swallowed up the leprosy; the leper was made clean instantly. On the cross, Jesus did this for humanity: He took our uncleanness, sin, and spiritual death upon Himself, and in return, imparted His righteousness to us. 2Co 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. Then there was the ten lepers and the Samaritan in Luke 17:11–19. As Jesus entered a village, ten lepers stood far off and cried for mercy. Jesus told them, Go show yourselves unto the priests. As they went in faith, they were cleansed. One of them, a Samaritan, saw he was healed, turned back, fell at Jesus' feet, and gave thanks. All ten were physically cleansed, but only the one who returned to worship Jesus received spiritual wholeness (He said, Thy faith hath made thee whole). This reflects Paul's teaching in Romans 10:9–10: it isn't just outward cleansing, but an inward heart confession of Jesus as Lord that brings full salvation and transformation.

When Leviticus 14 outlines the law for the cleansed leper, it paints a precise, prophetic picture of the cross of Jesus Christ and how His redemption applies to our lives. In V3, the priest shall go forth out of the camp and this is what Jesus does. He goes to the sinner. It is not try the best you can or try hard. Christ comes to the sinner. He sought us yet while we were in our sins. Le 14:4 Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: 5 And the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water: 6 As for the living bird, he shall take it, and the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water: 7 And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field. One bird is killed in an earthen vessel over running water. The earthen vessel represents Christ taking on human flesh), while the shed blood over running water pictures His sacrifice represents Jesus when in Joh 19:34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 

The second, the living bird was released. It was dipped in the blood of the slain bird and set free into the open field. This points directly to the Resurrection of Jesus. He took the blood of His own sacrifice, broke the bondage of death, and rose to life, setting us free with Him (Romans 6:4–5, Hebrews 9:12).  Cedar Wood, Scarlet, and Hyssop; the priest dips cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop into the blood to sprinkle the leper seven times. Cedar Wood is the heavy, rot-resistant wood which represents the wooden cross of Calvary. Scarlet Cloth/Yarn symbolizes the royal stain of sin transferred to the Savior (Isaiah 1:18) and echoes the scarlet robe put on Jesus during His trial. Isa 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. Isa 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. And also, Mt 27:28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. Hyssop is a humble, cleansing herb used to apply the blood, mirroring the hyssop branch used to offer Jesus vinegar on the cross. 

Refer to Ps 51:7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. And also, Joh 19:29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. The living bird was let loose in an open field which tells us of Christ of the resurrection entering into heaven in the power of His own blood. We identify with both. It was the sacrifice of another’s life. As a “clean bird” (verse 4) was taken and its blood was shed (verse 5), as the life-blood of the pure and innocent creature was poured out that the leper might be clean and pure in the sight of God, so is the life-blood of the spotless Lamb Jesus Christ shed for us. On the initial cleansing outside the camp, verses 8–17 describe what happens when the cleansed person transitions back into full fellowship with God and the community. These actions carry deep spiritual symbolism pointing directly to Christ’s work on the cross, the work of the Holy Spirit, and the practical Christian life as described by Paul. Le 14:8 And he that is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, and shave off all his hair, and wash himself in water, that he may be clean: and after that he shall come into the camp, and shall tarry abroad out of his tent seven days. 9 But it shall be on the seventh day, that he shall shave all his hair off his head and his beard and his eyebrows, even all his hair he shall shave off: and he shall wash his clothes, also he shall wash his flesh in water, and he shall be clean.

The cleansed person had to wash their clothes, bathe in water, and shave off all hair, not just once, but twice (on day one and day seven), including head, beard, and eyebrows. Shaving all Hair speaks of stripping away the old life. Hair in Scripture often represents human pride, strength, or old status. Shaving every hair off forced the individual to appear like a newborn baby. It symbolized a complete end to the old, infected state. Washing (Purification): Washing clothes and bathing symbolized removing any remaining trace or stain of uncleanness from everyday life. Tarrying 7 days outside the tent means, even though he was back in the camp, he could not immediately enter his own home/tent. Seven is the number of total completion in Scripture. This waiting period ensured the cleansing was thorough before full intimate restoration. Paul uses this when speaking of our conversion and daily walk: Stripping off the old man, we put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind (Ephesians 4:22–23).

Then the washing of regeneration: Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:5). Then we are dead to the past: Just as shaving made the person look newly born baby, Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17: Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. Le14:10 And on the eighth day he shall take two he lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish, and three tenth deals of fine flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and one log of oil. 11 And the priest that maketh him clean shall present the man that is to be made clean, and those things, before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 12 And the priest shall take one he lamb, and offer him for a trespass offering, and the log of oil, and wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. 13 And he shall slay the lamb in the place where he shall kill the sin offering and the burnt offering, in the holy place: for as the sin offering is the priest's, so is the trespass offering: it is most holy: On the eighth day, the man brings three unblemished lambs along with flour and oil to the door of the tabernacle. 

The eighth day is the number for new beginnings and resurrection. 7 days represent the complete cycle of the old creation, and the 8th day represents a new beginning, resurrection. Jesus rose from the dead on the day after the Sabbath. The 8th day is the first day of the new week. The unblemished Lambs represents Jesus, the sinless Lamb of God (1 Peter 1:18–19), who had no spot or blemish. The trespass and sin offerings addresses both individual sins (trespass) and our fallen sin nature (sin offering), reconciling the restored believer to God. Le 14:14 And the priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest shall put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot: The priest puts the blood of the trespass offering on three distinct parts of the person's right side. Right Ear; what we listen to or receive. It means submitting our hearing to God's Word. Right Thumb; what we do or produce. It means dedicating our hands and actions to God's work. Right Toe; where we go and how we walk the practical walk. It means directing our daily walk and path in holiness. This the exact same thing used in Leviticus 8 to consecrate Aaron and his sons as priests. 

God is showing us that a cleansed leper is elevated to the status of a priest set apart for His service! Le 14:15 And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left hand: 16 And the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle of the oil with his finger seven times before the LORD: 17 And of the rest of the oil that is in his hand shall the priest put upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the blood of the trespass offering. The oil is placed directly upon the Blood. This is one of the most profound pictures in the entire Old Testament. The priest takes the oil, sprinkles it 7 times before the Lord, and then applies it directly over the blood on the ear, thumb, and toe. Blood cleanses from guilt; Oil (the Holy Spirit) fills us with power for service. The oil was never placed on raw skin, only upon the blood. We cannot be filled or anointed with the Holy Spirit until we have first been washed in the blood of the Lamb. Redemption is first. We are justified through faith in the blood of Jesus (Romans 5:9). Once we are redeemed, the Holy Spirit then can indwell us and seal us (Ephesians 1:13). The Holy Spirit then empowers the very areas the blood redeemed. The Ear: The Holy Spirit gives us ears to hear God's voice (Romans 8:14). The Hands: The Holy Spirit empowers our works so they produce fruit (Galatians 5:22–23).

The Feet: The Holy Spirit guides our daily walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:25). A clear picture of this Leviticus 14 pattern in action is the conversion of Saul (Paul himself): Saul was spiritually leprous. He was persecuting the church, breathing threats, blinded by self-righteousness. He was outside the camp when encountering Christ: On the road to Damascus, Jesus met him. Saul fell to the ground, blinded for 3 days (facing the death of his old life). Paul was washed in the Blood: Ananias came to him and said, Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord (Acts 22:16). Paul was then anointed with Oil (The Holy Spirit): Ananias laid hands on him, and Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17). The man Saul, who previously used his ears to hear malicious accusations, his hands to bind Christians, and his feet to travel to Damascus to destroy churches was transformed into Paul. His ears, hands, and feet were now cleansed by blood and anointed by the Holy Spirit to take the Gospel across the world to us. In Genesis 24 Rebekah’s response to Abraham’s servant, Eliezer illustrates how God elevates a redeemed soul into a royal priesthood set apart for His service (1 Peter 2:9). When the blood and oil are applied to the right ear, right thumb, and right toe, God claims every door of the believer’s life: The Right Ear: What we listen to and receive (faith cometh by hearing).

The Right Thumb: What we do and produce (submitting our labor to the Lord).The Right Toe: Where we go and how we walk (our daily direction). In Genesis 24, long before the Law of Leviticus was written, Rebekah lived out this exact consecrated pattern when she chose to leave everything behind to become the bride of Isaac.  She gave her right ear to surrender her hearing to Divine Truth. The blood and oil on the right ear consecrated the cleansed person to close their ears to the voice of the world and open them exclusively to God’s calling. Regarding Rebekah’s ear in Genesis 24, when Eliezer arrived at the home of Bethuel and Laban, he recounted how God supernaturally led him to the well. The family tried to delay Rebekah’s departure. They said, let the young woman remain with us a few days, at least ten; after that she may go (Gen. 24:55). But Rebekah heard the call. They called Rebekah and asked her; Wilt thou go with this man? She had an ear of Faith. Rebekah did not listen to the pull of familiarity, family comfort, or fear of the unknown. When Rebekah left her home and uttered those three life-altering words; “I will go,” she was not simply going on a long trip. She was executing a total, irreversible break from every natural source of identity, security, and human comfort she had ever known. A woman’s entire life is usually anchored to her family. 

To leave them meant abandoning every safety net, emotional tie, and social boundary that defined her existence. She knew she would almost certainly never see her mother’s face again. She would never embrace her brother or watch her family grow. She surrendered every familiar voice that had comforted her since childhood, exchanging them for the voice of a foreign servant and a crew of strangers. Most frightening of all, Rebekah left the known present for an unseen future: She had never met Isaac. She had only heard of him through Eliezer’s testimony. She had never seen Canaan. She was walking toward a promise she had to receive entirely on credit. She did not ask for a trial period, nor did she negotiate a safety plan in case things didn't work out.
Her ear listened to the message of the servant concerning the Master’s son (Isaac). Her Response: She uttered just one word in Hebrew; “I will go.” She heard the voice of the Holy Spirit and made an instant, firm choice. Jesus said, My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me (John 10:27). Paul notes that salvation begins when our ears receive the Word (Romans 10:17).

Rebekah’s Thumb (Genesis 24:18–20). Before Eliezer even revealed who he was, Rebekah demonstrated that her hands were consecrated to tireless, sacrificial service by lowering the pitcher into the well: When Eliezer asked for a drink, she quickly let her pitcher down to her hand, and gave him a drink. She didn't stop there. She said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have finished drinking. One thirsty camel can drink up to 30 gallons of water. Ten camels meant hauling nearly 300 gallons of water out of a deep well! This was backbreaking labor that took hours. Her hands (thumb) were eager, generous, and uncomplaining. Paul wrote, And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men (Colossians 3:23). Her work was an outward sign of a heart already prepared by God. Rebekah’s Toe (Genesis 24:61–67) as she went with Eliezer, Rebekah had to step onto a camel and walk across a vast, dangerous wilderness, roughly 450 to 500 miles from Haran to Canaan.  She left all behind: She turned her back on her birthplace, her parents, her home, and every security she had ever known to go to a land she had never seen, to marry a man she had never met. Her feet (toe) stepped out of the old life and walked steadily toward Isaac. 

In Genesis 24:65, as they approached the end of the journey, she saw Isaac walking in the field at evening, veiled herself, and stepped down to meet him. Paul tells in Philippians 3:13–14, Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Walking by faith, leaving the old life behind (Eph 4:17–24). Just as the cleansed leper was elevated from an outcast to a consecrated priest, Rebekah was elevated from an ordinary maiden at a well to the matriarch of the covenant line; the bride of Isaac. Her ear received the promise, her hands proved her transformed heart, and her feet carried her out of the past and into the presence of her bridegroom. This is the same journey we can have as believers when redeemed by the blood of the Cross and led by the Holy Spirit. Le 14:18 And the remnant of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall pour upon the head of him that is to be cleansed: and the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD. 19 And the priest shall offer the sin offering, and make an atonement for him that is to be cleansed from his uncleanness; and afterward he shall kill the burnt offering:  

20 And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the meat offering upon the altar: and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and he shall be clean. After the blood and oil are applied to the ear, thumb, and toe, the priest pours the remaining oil directly over the person's head. The head represents the mind, authority, and identity. The Holy Spirit does not just empower our actions; He saturates our thinking and crowns us with joy and peace. In Vs. 21-32, it is grace for the poor, as God makes provision for a cleansed leper who cannot afford three expensive lambs, allowing them to bring turtledoves or pigeons instead. It means the Gospel is accessible to everyone regardless of status or wealth. Vs 33 -53 is the cleansing the leprous house.
When Israel enters Canaan, even physical houses could contract mold. The priest inspects the house, shuts it up for 7 days, scrapes infected stones, and if the rot persists, tears the entire house down to its foundations. If cleansed, the house undergoes the same two-bird ritual (blood, running water, cedar, scarlet, hyssop) as the leper. The meaning is that sin and corruption do not just infect the individual heart; they can contaminate our homes, structures, and environments.
If a house is stubbornly corrupt, patching it won't work. It must be demolished. Our old earthly house of the flesh cannot be reformed; it had to die with Christ on the cross (Romans 6:6).

The church and our physical lives are called the house or building of God (1 Corinthians 3:9, 1 Peter 2:5). Christ died to cleanse not just our souls, but to sanctify our homes and environments through the Word and the Holy Spirit. In Vs. 54–57 ends this chapter by stating that this entire law exists to teach about uncleanness, and cleanness. This perfectly matches Paul’s summary of the Law in Galatians 3:24: Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. The Law reveals the deadly depth of our uncleanness, but points every cleansed soul directly to Jesus, our High Priest, our sacrifice, and our Bridegroom. The statement that the Law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ captures the main theme running through Leviticus. The word for schoolmaster describes a guardian tasked with keeping a child disciplined, revealing their faults, and leading them safely to their master. The Law never had the power to heal the leper; it only had the power to diagnose the disease and enforce the quarantine. It exposed uncleanness so that the soul would cry out for a Savior. The Law acts as a spiritual mirror. If a man has a dirty face, looking into a mirror exposes the dirt, but the mirror itself cannot wash the dirt away. 

In Exodus 15:22–25; After crossing the Red Sea, Israel traveled three days into the wilderness and found no water. When they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters because they were bitter. The bitter water represents the Law’s inability to refresh or save fallen human nature. The Law exposes the bitterness of our sin, but it cannot sweeten the heart. Moses cried unto the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree. When Moses cast the tree into the waters, the waters were made sweet. This tree represents the Cross of Calvary (1 Peter 2:24). The Law exposes our bitter, leprous condition, but when the Tree of the Cross is applied to our life, the bitterness of sin and death is turned into the sweetness of grace and justification. The Law in Leviticus 14 strictly commanded: If there is leprosy, isolate the man outside the camp. The Law was relentless in its standard. It could not compromise, but it also could not clean him. It forced the leper to look outside of his own works and wait for the High Priest to come out to him. In 2 Kings 5:1 Naaman was a great commander, honorable and mighty, but he was a lepe. His position, wealth, and military power could not erase his uncleanness. Elisha sent a messenger telling him to wash in the Jordan River seven times. 

Naaman was furious because he wanted a grandiose ritual, expecting the prophet to wave his hand over him. His pride balked at stepping into the muddy Jordan. When his servants persuaded him to obey, he dipped seven times. On the seventh time, his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child.  Naaman’s leprosy made him realize his pride and wealth were useless before God. The Jordan River points to baptism into Christ’s death (Romans 6:3–4). The Law shows us that human achievement cannot remove our stain; only humble submission to God's provided way (the blood and water) brings total cleansing. Hebrews 4:14–15 & 13:12: Jesus left the glory of heaven and suffered outside the city gate to find us in our ruined state. He does not wait for us to clean ourselves up; He comes to us where we are. The cleansed soul, once an outcast leper unfit for God's presence is brought near by the blood of Christ, anointed by the Holy Spirit, and united to Jesus Christ so that one day soon Jesus can have His spotless bride. The Law showed us how deep our disease was, only so that we would appreciate how vast His grace is. Praise God we are out of the Camp, and have come into His Grace!
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