Leviticus 15 August 18, 2026 Healing in His Wings!
Leviticus 15 details the Israelites purity laws concerning bodily discharges. The text establishes strict protocols for normal uncleanness and the subsequent purification processes required to restore a person to fitness. We will just look at how this applies to the believer today. Why Did the Holy Spirit Include Leviticus 15 in Scripture? The Holy Spirit included these detailed purity laws for several distinct reasons within salvation: It is a foundation for God’s Holiness. Leviticus shows us of life, order, and purity. The law visually taught the nation Israel that anything associated with mortality, decay, or uncontrolled human weakness could not enter the immediate presence of a holy God without proper preparation. Verse 31 states, lest they die in their uncleanness, when they defile my tabernacle that is among them. The laws ensured the Tabernacle remained a sacred place so God could dwell among His people. These laws set Israel apart in their daily lives from surrounding pagan nations, reinforcing that every aspect of life, including physical health, intimacy, and biological functions, fell under God's sovereignty. The New Testament directly transforms these physical concepts into spiritual realities. 

In the Old Testament, Leviticus established external purity where physical bodily discharges caused defilement that spread infection and required cleansing through water and animal sacrifices. In the New Testament, the transition is with internal spiritual purity. It is in regards to heart defilement and sin which are cleansed by Christ's blood and the Holy Spirit, allowing His healing holiness to overcome impurity instead. The clearest New Testament parallel occurs in Mark 5:25–34 (also Matthew 9, Luke 8). It is about Jesus and the woman with the issue of blood. A woman suffering from a chronic discharge of blood for 12 years. She was unclean under Leviticus 15:25, until she touches the hem of Jesus’ garment. Under Levitical Law, touching her should have made Jesus unclean (Leviticus 15:19–23). Instead of her uncleanness contaminating Jesus, His holiness flows into her, instantly healing her body and removing her impurity. Jesus demonstrates that He is the source of pure life that overcomes all impurity. In Mark 7:14–23, Jesus redefines defilement: There is nothing from without a man, that can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man... For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders... 

Where Leviticus used physical bodily fluids to illustrate defilement, the New Testament reveals that true uncleanness is moral and spiritual, originating in the human heart. How do we respond to life’s major reversals whenever the unexpected and the undeserved, and the unfair seems to be all we are going to get. This woman with the issue of blood was desperate. This is exactly where this woman is found. She is desperate and she is willing to risk everything that she has and everything that she could ever be; if she could just reach out in faith to see what God could do. Mark introduces her as just a certain woman. She wasn’t just anybody. People knew who she was. She didn’t just show up on the scene. She is not even called by name. She is not even identified by her race, or her ethnicity. When we meet her, she is defined by her condition. Why? It is because this certain woman has been in this situation for so long, it is all she is known for anymore. It really doesn’t matter what you suffer with, sooner or later suffering can be part of your life for so long that it replaces who you were created to be. And it became this woman’s identity. Not only is this woman in a desperate situation, but the Bible also tells us that she is destitute. Meaning, she is poor, penniless and broke. Why? In Mark 5:26 it says, she suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was not any better, but rather grew worse. Notice some things about this woman. She has grit. 

She was fighting this for twelve years. And know this, she stayed in the fight. She might have a condition, but the condition doesn’t have her because she is still looking for an answer. She’s been paying for treatment for twelve long years. So, she wasn’t broke when she started. This has been with her for over a decade and the Bible says she is out of all resources. Think of it; twelve years trying this and that. The Bible says, faith is the victory that overcomes the world. Look at the first words of Mark 5:27, it says, when she had heard of Jesus. These words have the greatest assurance. This is the greatest news that she has ever heard because everything in her life; all of the despair; all of the destitution and the poverty; all of the disgrace; is about to change. Why? Because in Mark 5:27, it says she heard about Jesus. There is nothing in our lives that will ever change for the better until we hear about Jesus. For twelve years she has only been getting worse, but suddenly she hears the name that is above every name and when she hears that name everything changes. The Bible says so then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. This woman heard about Jesus, and it stirred up faith inside of her. 

Notice how the word about Jesus spread. In Matthew 9:31 But they, when they were departed, spread abroad His fame in all that country. When Jesus did something, word about Him spread. This woman heard about Jesus. Notice how she engaged the physics of faith. Why do I say physics of faith? Physics in the natural is this. It is the study of matter and motion. So, matter is substance. And the Bible says that faith is the substance of things hoped for. In natural physics, it says that for every action there is an equal and opposite reaction. For example, James says in 4:8; Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. So, draw nigh to God. That is action. Then it says He, God will draw nigh to you. That is reaction. So, we in faith take action and then we get a supernatural reaction. So how do we draw near to God? First, we begin by reading and studying His word and following by obedience to it. We have to act on it. We have to pick up the Bible and read it. It takes action. Psalm 119:11 says; Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. So, I hid His word in my heart. That is action. Then that I might not sin against thee. That is the reaction because that is the voice of the Holy Spirit telling us we are not doing that. It is the conviction of the Holy Spirit. 

The word is lamp unto my feet and light unto my path. When we take the action of drawing near to God with His word, suddenly He illuminates the direction that we are going in and instead of taking missteps, we walk in His divine path. We draw near to God in prayer. Prayer is something that we do. It is an action. We can’t think prayer we have to do it. In James 5:15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. The prayer of faith is action and it will save the sick and the Lord shall raise him up. That is reaction. This is what I call spiritual physics. Action and reaction. Jesus said it this way. Matt 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: Ask is the action. It shall be given you. That is reaction. Then seek. That is action. Then and you will find. That is reaction. Then knock which is action. The reaction is, it will be opened to you. Spiritual physics. This woman with the issue of blood heard about Jesus and she put her faith in Him. Based upon her condition no one can be around her. This issue of blood means that everything she touches is unclean according to Leviticus; everything she goes into has to be cleansed; every person that comes near her has to take seven days off, because she is unclean. She is contaminated. But she says in Mark 5:28 …if I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. She believed for healing, and she received healing. 

We must realize that faith is not a feeling. Feeling is the wrong thing when it comes to faith. Faith is a reality. Faith is the substance. Faith is a fact, and our feelings have nothing to do with the facts. Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. This woman was hoping for healing. She put her faith in the Healer. And before she received the healing, she believed that the Healer was going to heal. Here is how many people do it today. They hope for healing, and they hear about a healer, and they believe for anything. They think oh Jesus if thou wouldest and couldest and shouldest, but maybe He won’t. But this woman was specific about her need, and she believed what Jesus could do. She also believed in the promises of His word and what it says, and she believed before she even received her healing! Because faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. I don’t have to have it yet in order for me to believe, it is already there. Jesus said in Mark 11:24 Therefore I say unto you, what things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. He did not say whatever we ask for in prayer hope. If we pray for healing believe for healing. Don’t pray for healing and then hope for anything. 

What was it that was happening in this town with this woman and this Royal King from heaven Jesus? Notice I did not say this Jewish woman and this Jewish Rabbi. Jesus is fully God and Fully man! This woman was not petitioning a rabbi. She was reaching out to Royalty. In those days, rabbis were in charge of defending the law. She wasn’t asking a rabbi about his opinion of her condition. She was asking Royalty to overturn the rules, so that she could be restored. Notice what it says it Mark 5:27 When she had heard of Jesus, she came in and pressed Him from behind, and touched His garment. In the earlier story in Mark 5 Jesus had just gone to the other side of the lake to deal with an unclean man. He had an unclean spirit, and he is in an unclean land, and he was in an unclean graveyard standing around a bunch of unclean pigs. Now you can’t get any more unclean than that. In Mark 5:5 it says; And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him. Then Jesus goes on the other side of the lake, and he finds more unclean individuals. They were willing to do just about anything to get relief from the burden and the affliction they were facing. Then Jesus encounters Jairus. 

In Mark 5 it says a crowd formed and they are wanting Him to go heal Jairus’ daughter. They were proud to be a part of the miracle parade. Jairus was a leader in the synagogue. He is an esteemed member of the community. He is probably an individual who has debated whether he agrees with Jesus from Nazareth. There are things happening that are different but suddenly Jairus gets into a situation where he doesn’t really care what the neighbors think. He is desperate enough to believe that Jesus is the one that can heal his daughter. But then there is this woman with the issue of blood. She is different. She is not a part of that crowd. She comes to Jesus because she believes that there is something He can do to change everything. Luke 8:44 She came behind him and touched the border of his garment: and immediately her issue of blood stopped. This garment was a special type of garment. The garment Jesus wore was an outer mantle or prayer shawl, known in Hebrew as a tallit, and the border the woman touched refers specifically to the tzitzit, which were the specially knotted tassels attached to its edges. According to the biblical commands in Numbers and Deuteronomy, these fringes were attached directly to the four bottom corners of the rectangular garment. 

In Numbers 15:38–39, God commands Moses: Speak to the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribbon of blue: And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the Lord, and do them... Then in Deuteronomy 22:12, the specific placement is defined: Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the four quarters of thy vesture, wherewith thou coverest thyself. Together, these passages establish that the tassels containing a thread of blue must be attached specifically to the four outer corners of a person's garment as an visual reminder to follow God’s laws. As the mantle draped over Jesus’ shoulders, two of these corner tassels hung down the front and two hung down the back, placing them right at the hem where someone approaching from behind could reach them. In Hebrew, the word used for the corner of a garment is kanaf, which also translates to wing, directly tying into the prophecy of Malachi 4:2 that the Messiah would rise with healing in His wings. This garment had all the knots that represented the laws, but the corner knots were different. These corner knots were uniquely structured rather than decorative. 

Each tassel consisted of four white threads folded over to create eight strands, which were tied together using a precise sequence of five double knots interspersed with four sets of wrapped coils. These windings represented the numeric value of God's name and His commandments. Additionally, woven among the white threads of these corner tassels was a distinctive thread of blue, known as tekhelet, which symbolized royalty, heaven, and the divine authority of God. When the woman reached out to touch the corner of His garment, she was specifically grasping these uniquely knotted tassels, which was symbolic of wings where divine law, heavenly authority, and the Messiah Jesus' promise of healing. Every physical element tells a story about human need intersecting with God’s divine provision. 4 White Threads (Human Weakness & Creation): The number four represents creation, humanity, and the earth (the four corners of the world, four winds, four seasons). Left on his own, man is limited, frail, and subject to physical weakness. Under the Old Covenant, human weakness made it impossible for a person to keep the Law perfectly, leaving humanity trapped in its own insufficiency. Then 8 Strands (New Beginnings & Redemption): 

When those four threads are folded in half, they double to become eight strands. The number eight signifies a brand-new beginning, resurrection, and supernatural life. For example, Noah was the 8th person to step off the ark into a renewed world, and Jesus rose from the dead on the day after the Sabbath, the 8th day. Doubling the threads from four to eight symbolizes taking weak, earthy human life and folding it into God’s covenant to create a new, redeemed beginning.  5 Double Knots (Double Grace): The number five represents God's unmerited favor and grace (seen in the 5 offerings in Leviticus or the 5 Books of the Law fulfilled by Christ). Because the knots are tied as double knots (a total of five pairs), it represents double grace. It is grace upon grace (John 1:16). A double knot also symbolizes a binding, unbreakable covenant. The law condemned human weakness, but the double knots declared that God’s grace is bound to His people twice over, securing them tightly. When the woman with the issue of blood reached out, her faith targeted this exact truth: her 4 (her severe physical weakness, isolation, and human failure after 12 years of suffering) touched His 8 (the Author of new beginnings) through His 5 Double Knots (the overwhelming, double-measure of grace that overrides human limitation). She didn't just touch fabric; she reached for the physical prophetic picture of Grace meeting human weakness to make all things new. I am brand new. 

The hem had the corner knots of His garment which represented the name of Jesus. She wanted to talk to Jesus. Jesus, I know who I am, and I know what I have been through, and I am not asking you to tell me what the law says, I am asking you to pardon me from the prison that the law put me in with this issue of blood as the law states in Leviticus 15. I didn’t want to be unclean, but I am unclean. I didn’t want to be defiled, but I am defiled. I didn’t want to be destitute and poor, but I am poor because I spent all I had trying to get relief. I didn’t want to be desperate, but I am desperate! In ancient Israel, men wore four-cornered outer tunics with these tassels, tied to the four corners. This outer garment became known as a tallit, and eventually evolved into the more formal prayer shawl. But, why tassels? These tassels were a constant reminder to each Jewish man to walk according to God’s Laws. They were to be a constant reminder of His Word. In fact, it is said that these tassels are tied into 613 knots to constantly remind them of the 613 laws of Moses, of which there are 365 prohibitions (The “thou shalt not” laws), and 248 affirmations (the “thou shall” laws). The tassels on the corners also correspond with the name of God. 

In ancient Hebrew, every letter of the Hebrew alphabet has a number. Because each letter carried a specific numerical value, every Hebrew word could be added up like a math problem to reveal a secret total hidden right inside the spelling. For the tassels, the actual Hebrew spelling of the word tzitzit adds up to 600, and when you combine that word's value with the 8 strands and 5 knots on the tassel itself, you get 613. This is the exact number of God's commandments in the law. Then there is the sequence of thread wraps between those knots which adds up to the exact mathematical values of the holy Name of God (YHWH) and the Hebrew word for “One” (Echad), literally spelling out “The Lord is One” through the physical threads used. According to Hebrew manuscripts, wrapping threads on each tassel has a hidden code wrapped around the knots. Instead of wrapping the thread randomly, the priest or maker wrapped the main thread around the strands in four distinct groupings: 7 wraps, 8 wraps, 11 wraps, and 13 wraps. Here is how those four simple numbers spell out God’s identity: If you add the first three groups of wraps together (7 + 8 + 11), you get 26, which is the Hebrew number for the Name of God. In Hebrew, the four letters of God's holy name, YHWH, add up to exactly 26.God is One in Hebrew is Echad. That spelling Echad adds up to 13: The final group has 13 wraps. 

In Hebrew, the word for One (Echad) adds up to exactly 13. When you put them together, the physical wraps declare: YHWH is One. So, when someone looked at the tassel, the wraps were not just securing the fringe, they were literally spelling out the foundational truth of Israel's faith: The Lord is One. So the numerical value of the tassels, the Word Tzitzit is (600): The actual Hebrew word for tassel (tzitzit, adds up to 600 using standard Hebrew letter values. Adding those three components together, 600 + 8 (strands) + 5  (knots), we get 613, representing all 613 laws of the Torah. You mahy ask where does all of this come from? The reference for this is in Rashi's Commentary on Numbers 15:39: Rashi is an 11th-century Jewish Bible commentator. He records the classic formula: the Hebrew word tzitzit equals 600, plus the 8 strands and 5 knots, equaling 613.  Midrash Tanchuma & Talmud, which is an ancient rabbinic text where the principle of Hebrew letter and number equivalence is found. While the Old Testament scripture in Numbers 15 simply commands the Israelite people to place tassels with a blue thread on the corners of their garments, it does not give the exact step-by-step instructions on how to tie the knots. 

To ensure everyone tied them uniformly and with deep spiritual purpose, ancient Jewish scholars established a standardized method: So, while the command to wear the tassels is directly in the Bible, the specific wrapping sequence comes from historical Jewish tradition, established so that every time a person looked at their garment, the very structure of the knot reminded them of the Name of God.The hem of the garment that was touched by the woman with the issue of blood was actually the tassels. Even in Jesus’ glorious Second Coming, He will be wearing His tallit. The most spiritually significant part of a tallit is not the cloth itself, but the four knotted tassels tied to each of its four corners. In Revelation 19:11-16, John gives us a description: I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is Faithful and True, ... He has a name written on Him that no one but He Himself knows. He is clothed in a garment dipped in blood: and His Name is The Word of God... On His garment and on His thigh, He has a name written: King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. His titles will be written upon it and on His thighs. So, what this woman is saying is, I know Jesus that you are the King above Kings. Please rule on my behalf. I want to reach out and touch your word and if I can just touch your name. 

I stand on the promises that you can do all things including healing me. I stand on the promises that you were wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, and the chastisement of our peace was upon Him and with His stripes we are healed. This wasn’t just a pant leg that she reached out and grabbed She reached for a name that is above every name and in faith believing in the Savior. The Bible says as soon as she made contact in Mark 5:29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up. As soon as she touched Him, she was set free. Then, as soon as she touched Him, Jesus stopped. This crowed that has been pushing and shoving Him all the way to Jairus’s house. As soon as she reached and grabbed the hem of His garment, He said who touched my clothes? Jesus didn’t say who touch me. He said who touched my clothes? With all these people shoving and pushing you, and you want us to identify one who touched your clothes. Jesus said He felt power or virtue go out of Him. He didn’t give her power, she took it. Think about that. Everywhere else Jesus said be healed; be whole; rise up and walk, not with this woman. Why? She came humbly behind Him and in faith she touched Him. She took from Him what she needed. When He felt it go, He wanted to know who did that. 

How she touched Him determined what she got, and what she needed from Him. People can attempt to touch Him in Hype and they will receive nothing, but when she touched Him in Holiness and faith, she received what she needed. How did she do that. She heard Jesus. She heard His word and believed Him. Under Leviticus 15:25–27, a woman with a chronic discharge of blood lived under severe, restrictions. She was considered ritually unclean every single day her condition persisted, which had been 12 years.  Anything or anyone she touched became unclean until evening. If she entered a crowd and touched people, the Law dictated that she would contaminate them. Leviticus 15 made her an outcast, cut off from public life and temple worship. According to the law, she shouldn't have been in that crowd at all, let alone reaching out to touch Jesus. In Malachi 4:2, it says the Sun of Righteousness will arise with healing in His wings. The Hebrew word wing also means the corner or edge of a garment. Because Numbers 15:38 commanded the Israelites to attach blue-threaded tassels specifically to the four corners of their outer mantle. This prophetic promise carried a rich double meaning: the Messiah would bring healing in the very fringes of His prayer shawl. When the woman with the issue of blood heard of Jesus, the Holy Spirit illuminated this scriptural connection in her heart, birthing the powerful revelation: 
If I can just reach out and touch the corner of the Messiah's garment, I will be made whole! She was standing squarely on the truth. Instead of her issue of blood defiling Jesus under Leviticus 15, His divine holiness flows outward and swallows up her impurity. The curse is broken at the root. If I go through a storm, He promised me, He would be the voice that calms the winds and the waves. If I have an issue of blood, He will heal me! Why? Because my God is faithful! My God is true! My God is loving! My God is kind! My God is gracious! My God is merciful! My God is an awesome God and greatly to be praised! In our text, Jesus did something for this woman that she never imagine would happen. He turned and saw her and heard what she had been through. He said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. The Lord appeared to the prison of doubt and despair that she was walking in for twelve long years. She saw the walls that she was incarcerated behind crumble down and He will do that for us, because we are a child of the living God and He will show up when we praise His name! Just a few verses ago she was a nobody. She had an issue of blood. And now just a few moments later with one touch from the hem of His garment she is healed. This is the only woman that Christ ever calls daughter. You’re not a nobody, you’re somebody; you belong to me! If you believe in me, you belong to me. Because from this point forward you are free. You are no longer under the burden of any curse. 

You are no longer carrying that condition. We too are healed and we are made whole, because we heard of Jesus! Just as she was no longer bound by the curse of Leviticus 15 the moment she touched Jesus, we are no longer defined by past burdens, sickness, or spiritual isolation. The moment faith reaches out to the living Word, the wall of incarceration falls. We are not a nobody trapped in a condition, we are a child of the Living God, made whole, set free, and called by His name! Leviticus 15 illustrates that human effort alone cannot make us acceptable before a Holy God. In Leviticus 15:15, the suffering person had to bring two birds for a sin offering and a burnt offering to make atonement. Hebrews 9:13–14 contrasts this: For if the blood of bulls and of goats... sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ... purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? We can look back at Leviticus 15 to appreciate that Jesus fulfilled every requirement of the sacrificial system once and for all on the cross. We no longer perform ritual washings, the principle of guarding what enters our hearts and lives as Paul says: 1Co 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

The primary goal in Leviticus 15:31 was to guard the Tabernacle from defilement so that a holy God could safely dwell among mortal, fallen human beings. Under the Law, purity was external with the physical discharges, ritual washings, animal sacrifices. In the New Testament, Jesus redefines true defilement as internal originating in the human heart. Under Leviticus 15, impurity was contagious and unclean. In Christ, holiness becomes contagious. His holiness swallows up human brokenness. Leviticus 15 serves as a picture of human powerlessness under the weight of mortality and sin. In Jesus we have the glorious freedom found only in Jesus Christ. Believers are no longer bound by ceremonial codes, past conditions, or spiritual isolation. When faith reaches out to Jesus, His blood cleanses us, His Word sets us free, and His Holy Spirit declares that we belong to Him as children of the Living God. There is true Healing in His Wings!
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