Leviticus 2 May 19, 2026 The Perfection of Christ and the Provision of Grace!
Le 2:1 And when any will offer a meat offering unto the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon it, and put frankincense thereon: The meal offering is just an appendage or an addition to the burnt offerings. It was not a blood sacrifice. The fine flour tells us of the perfect even humanity of Jesus. In other words, He was angry at the right time; He was meek at the right time; he conducted Himself to show compassion at the right time; to restrain Himself at times and to be very abrupt with the Pharisees and the Sadducees. You see how even He was on an even keel. Also the flour made of the wheat tells us, that He had within Him the essence of resurrection in order that we might be brought forth. Joh 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. The Meal Offering, is unique because it contains no blood. While the burnt offering represents Christ’s total surrender in death, the meal offering represents the perfection of His life. The fine flour is wheat ground to a powder, removing all lumps and unevenness. This represents Christ’s balanced character. Unlike us, He was never too much of one thing and too little of another. His anger was holy; His silence was purposeful. 

The corn of wheat reference in John 12:24 bridges the gap between His perfect life and His life-giving death. Joh 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. Paul teaches that the believer is to be transformed into this same evenness of character. Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Just as the flour was even, Paul calls us to temperance (self-control). We go through trials so that the lumps of our ego are removed, leaving only the fine flour of Christ-like character. Le 2:2 And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons the priests: and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial of it upon the altar, to be an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD: 3 And the remnant of the meat offering shall be Aaron's and his sons': it is a thing most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire. God only required a handful to be burned on the altar; the rest was for the priests. This shows that Christ’s life was both a delight to God (the memorial) and nourishment for His people. A small thing (handful) placed in God's hands represents the whole. It shows that in the economy of God, a small amount of faith, a small gift and the single life (like Christ's) can sanctify and redeem everything else around it.

The Apostle Paul said, I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase... For we are labourers together with God (1Cor 3:6-9). Like Aaron’s sons, we feed upon Christ. Paul emphasizes that our ministry is fueled by what we consume of Christ. If we do not eat of His perfection, we have nothing to give to anyone. The phrase it is a thing most holy elevates the meal offering to a special status. While all offerings were holy, the meal offering, specifically the portion that survived the fire to be eaten by the priests is designated as Holy of Holies. This points to the purity of Jesus. The fire of the altar tested the offering. In Christ, the fire of temptation, trial, and demonic assault found no leaven (sin) in Him. Because the fire could not consume Him, meaning there was no dross to burn away. His life is proved to be most holy. Paul writes in 2 Cor 5:21, For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin. Christ was not just a good man; He was the most holy offering. In Leviticus, the most holy portion could only be eaten by the priests. Paul teaches through Christ; the believer has this most holy status. Paul tells us that we are no longer distant observers of the sacrifice; we are participants in it. 

1Cor 6:17: But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Just as the priests ate the most holy offering and it became part of their physical bodies, Paul teaches that Christ dwells in us. Tonight we are feeding on the Most Holy One, and as a result, our lives are set apart. The Believer is the Most Holy Temple. Because we contain the Most Holy offering (Christ), our own bodies take on that status. 1Cor 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you... In the Law, the most holy things were restricted. Paul uses this same logic to demand holiness from believers. If we are a vessel for the most holy meal offering, we cannot mix our life with leaven (sin). There is the test of Divine Acceptance. The text specifies it is most holy because it was made by fire. The fire represents God’s justice and holiness. For Christ, the fire of God's judgment on the cross proved His sweet savor. He didn't crumble; He was baked to perfection, proving His worthiness. For the Believer, Paul tells us that our work will also be made by fire. 1Cor 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest... because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. Our service to God is only most holy when it is done through the Holy Spirit (the Oil) and based on the Word (the Flour). If we build with wood, hay, and stubble, the fire consumes it. 

But if we build with the most holy materials of Christ, our works survive the fire as a sweet savor. The nourishment of the Priesthood was the remnant belonged to Aaron and his sons. It was their due. Paul applies this directly to the ministry. He argues that those who preach the Gospel should live of the gospel in 1Cor 9:13-14, clearly citing the temple service. Beyond finances, Paul emphasizes that the believer-priest's strength comes from eating Christ. In Philippians 4:13, when he says I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me, he is sitting at the priestly table, eating the most holy portion that gives him the strength to endure the fire of his own ministry. Le 2:4 And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offering baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil. There 4 different ways of preparing the meal offering. In the Bible it says meat, but the correct term should be meal offering by the fine flour that is brought out.  5 And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in a pan, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil. An oven is an enclosed space. This speaks of the internal, private agony Christ endured. 

It was the weight of living in a fallen world while being perfectly holy. The unleavened nature confirms He was without sin (leaven symbolizes sin/corruption). 2 Corinthians 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Paul speaks of his own hidden sufferings, and his thorn in the flesh and his daily pressure of concern for all the churches in 2 Corinthians 11:28. Believers today have oven experiences, which are our trials that no one sees but God. This produces a sweet savor of endurance. Baken in the oven - 2:4 - This tells us of the hidden sufferings of Jesus when He was here as a man. There were many things that Jesus suffered that were hidden even unto us. We could never fully comprehend His anguish of what He went through. How about when He wept over Jerusalem? 
They were unleavened cakes. There was no evil practice about Jesus at all as He said beware of the leaven of the Pharisees. Think of when He was 12 years old when he said, Lu 2:49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? Then after this nothing was said until He was a grown man. Think of what He went through to keep silent as men around Him spoke things that were out of order and those that rejected Him, but yet how He loved them. 

Mingled with oil - 2:4,5 -This tells us that Jesus was born of the Spirit. It was also the Holy Ghost that overshadowed Mary. The Holy Spirit was part of Jesus’ very substance (the Virgin Birth). The Holy Spirit came upon Him for service (His Baptism). Paul makes a sharp distinction between the indwelling and the filling of the Spirit. Eph 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Eph 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise. Like the offering, the believer is mingled with the Holy Spirit at salvation (regeneration) but must be anointed daily for power in ministry. Anointed with oil - 2:4 - Then unleavened wafers anointed with oil. This happened when He was baptized at the river Jordan and anointed with the power of the Holy Spirit. Baken in a pan - 2:5 This tells us of His open sufferings. They were openly visible to everyone. It tells us when the Jews picked up stones to throw at Him. It tells us of all the open things that people did to harm Him. When He went to the cross, they scourged, and put the thorns upon His head and mocked and ridiculed Him. 

A pan (or griddle) is open to the air. This represents Christ’s public rejection, the spitting, the mocking, and the shame of the Cross. For the Believer Today 2 Cor 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. Paul notes that the world will treat us like it did Jesus. When we are mocked for our faith, we are being baked in the pan, sharing in the public sufferings of Christ. Le 2:6 Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat offering. 7 And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in the fryingpan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil. This seems to be a caldron surrounded by water. It speaks to us of the sufferings of Jesus as a result of yielding to the word or the water of the word. Jesus was in hot water all the time because of His obedience to the word, He suffered because of the word of God. We also suffer by being in hot water as we yield to the word of God. Parted in pieces means every detail of Christ’s life, when examined separately, is holy. The hot water of obedience. Christ suffered because He refused to compromise the Word of God. 

Parallel to the Believer Today: 2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. Paul warns that hot water is the natural environment for a believer who stands on the Truth. Just as Christ was parted in pieces, Paul tells us to prove all things; hold fast that which is good in 1 Thessalonians 5:21. Every piece of our life, our finances, our speech, our private thoughts should be poured with oil submitted to the Holy Spirit. Le 2:8 And thou shalt bring the meat offering that is made of these things unto the LORD: and when it is presented unto the priest, he shall bring it unto the altar. In the Old Testament, the worshiper brought the offering to the priest, who then brought it to the altar. Jesus Christ fulfills both roles perfectly. He is the Offering (the fine flour) and the High Priest who presents the sacrifice. He did not just live a perfect life in isolation; He presented that life to God as a formal act of obedience. Paul teaches that we no longer bring grain to a physical altar, but we bring our entire lives to God through our High Priest, Jesus. In Romans 12:1, Paul beseeches us to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God.  Just as the meal offering was brought to the priest to be placed on the altar, we are called to a decisive act of surrender where we hand over our daily living (our behavior, our work, our speech) to the Lord’s service. 

Le 2:9 And the priest shall take from the meat offering a memorial thereof, and shall burn it upon the altar: it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the LORD. The memorial was a handful of the offering that represented the whole. When the fire hit the flour, oil, and frankincense, it produced a fragrance. This sweet savor signifies that God found total satisfaction in the life of Jesus. The fire of God’s holiness did not find any stench of sin, only the sweet aroma of perfect obedience. Paul uses this exact sacrificial language to describe the believer’s influence in the world. In 2 Cor 2:14-15, he says that God makes manifest the savor of his knowledge by us in every place. He explicitly states that we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ. When we live according to the Holy Spirit, our lives smell like Jesus to the Father. Our prayers and our acts of charity are also described as a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God in Philippians 4:18. Le 2:10 And that which is left of the meat offering shall be Aaron's and his sons’ it is a thing most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire. What was not burned for God was given to the priests. 

This shows that the life of Christ is the Bread of Life that sustains those who serve Him. We do not just admire His life from a distance; we partake of it to gain strength. Paul emphasizes that the believer must feed on the truth of who Christ is. In Colossians 3:16, he tells us to let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. Just as the priests lived off the most holy offering, our spiritual life is sustained by the remnant of Christ’s finished work. Furthermore, Paul teaches in 1Cor 9:13 that those who wait at the altar are partakers with the altar. This means that as we serve God, He provides the spiritual nourishment we need. We are sustained by the very most holy presence of Christ in you. It is nourishment most Holy. It cannot be treated as common food. Christ’s life was set apart exclusively for God’s purposes. Paul teaches that because we are joined to Christ, we are sanctified or made holy. In 1Cor 3:17, he warns that the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. We are cautioned not to treat our lives, our bodies, or this Gospel as common or profane. Because we carry the most Holy Spirit of God within us, Paul’s epistles constantly urge us to walk worthy of our calling in Ephesians 4:1. 

Our most holy status is not based on our effort, but on the fact that we have put on Christ in Ga 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Le 2:11 No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made with leaven: for ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD made by fire. Jesus had no evil practices or doctrine in Him. The honey tells us that there was no natural sweetness that could interfere with Christ doing what God wanted Him to do. Even His mother who watched Him there at the cross, Jesus had a concern for His mother but He would not come down off of the cross even for her. He committed her into the hands of God. He said, Joh 19:26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! He did not want honey or natural sweetness to interfere with doing the will of God and the work that He had to do. Honey, while naturally sweet, is unstable when subjected to fire; it ferments and turns sour. This represents natural human affection or soulish sweetness that can distract from divine duty. Christ did not operate on the basis of mere human sentiment. Even his deep love for His mother was subordinate to His mission on the cross. He obeyed His Father, not out of a desire to please men or satisfy natural emotions. Paul is very strict about removing leaven from the life of the church and the individual. In 1Cor 5:6-8, he tells us that a little leaven leavens the whole lump and commands us to purge out the old leaven of malice and wickedness. He instructs us to keep the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  

Regarding honey or natural sweetness, Paul teaches that our primary goal is to please God rather than men. In Gal 1:10, he asks if he is seeking the favor of men or of God. He concludes that if he were still trying to please men, he would not be a servant of Christ. Like the offering free of honey, our service must be driven by the Holy Spirit rather than natural charm, family pressure, or the desire for human approval. Even our most tender natural relationships must be placed under the lordship of Christ, as Paul suggests in 2Cor 5:16, where he says we know no man after the flesh. Le 2:12 As for the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer them unto the LORD: but they shall not be burnt on the altar for a sweet savour.  This was the offering of the first fruits which will be dealt with in Lev 23:17. But in verse 12 they are not figurative of Christ. They are figurative more of the saints. These firstfruit offerings mentioned here were different because they could contain leaven and were not to be burnt on the altar as a sweet savour. While Christ is the primary Firstfruits of the resurrection, this specific verse points toward the people of God who, though set apart for Him, still possess a fallen nature (represented by the leaven) until we are glorified. Paul identifies believers as a type of firstfruits. 

In Romans 8:23, he mentions that we have the firstfruits of the Spirit while we groan within ourselves, waiting for the redemption of our bodies. This perfectly matches the description in V12; we are offered to the Lord and belong to Him, yet we are not yet perfected in the fire of glory. Paul teaches in Romans 11:16, stating that if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy. This teaches us that because we are joined to Christ, we are accepted as an offering to God. However, because we still contend with the flesh, our current lives are not the final, perfect sacrifice that Christ was. We are presented to God as a harvest of His grace, kept by His power until the day we are presented faultless before His throne. Note also, natural sweetness (honey) often tempts a believer to soften the edge of the word of God to avoid offending others. This is the honey that turns sour in the fire. Paul dealt with this when he had to rebuke Peter in Antioch. Peter was tempted by the natural sweetness of wanting to fit in with the Jewish believers, but Paul stood against him because the truth of the gospel was at stake. In Gal 2:11-14, where Paul told Peter these things; Paul chose the unleavened bread of sincerity over the honey of social comfort. 

He teaches that our speech should be seasoned with salt (Col 4:6), which preserves and stings, rather than honey, which only coats and ferments. Col 4:6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. Le 2:13 And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt. Salt tells us of eternal things. It holds its savor. Salt is also a picture of holiness which opposes evil. Even as salt opposes leaven. If you put salt in, it opposes the operation of the leaven. It was the holiness of Christ that opposes the evil practices and doctrine of the Pharisees. Salt is a preservative that prevents decay and corruption. It represents the incorruptible holiness of Christ and the eternal nature of His covenant. While leaven works to puff up and sour the offering, salt works to preserve and purify it. Under the gospel of grace, salt is not about legalistic perfection, but about a life preserved from the corruption of the world by the power of the indwelling Christ. Grace is not a license to decay into old habits; rather, the salt of the covenant ensures that our life remains impactful. Paul teaches in 2Tim 2:19 that the foundation of God stands sure, having this seal: The Lord knoweth them that are his. 

This is the salt of the eternal covenant, a security that empowers us to depart from iniquity because we are preserved by His grace. Le 2:14 And if thou offer a meat offering of thy firstfruits unto the LORD, thou shalt offer for the meat offering of thy firstfruits green ears of corn dried by the fire, even corn beaten out of full ears. Now this offering of the firstfruits does figure Christ. Green ears of corn signifies the resurrection, but they are dried by the fire. This tells us that Jesus had within Him the essence of resurrection, but He was dried by the fire of God’s wrath, the judgment that fell on Him there at the cross of Calvary in order that we might be raised from the grave. Then corn beaten out of full ears which tells us that Jesus was beaten for us. He was beaten by God so that we might have a full redemption. Green ears of corn represent life in its prime, vibrant and full of potential. This points to Christ in His resurrection power. However, before the harvest can be enjoyed, the green ears must be dried by fire. This symbolizes the intense heat of God’s judgment that Jesus endured. He possessed the power of an endless life, yet He willingly submitted Himself to the scorching fire of Calvary. The fire dried out His natural life so that the spiritual life of resurrection could be released to all who believe. 

Paul ties our identity directly to this process in Romans 6. He teaches that we have been planted together in the likeness of His death so that we may also be in the likeness of His resurrection. The grace of God is seen in the fact that the fire of judgment fell on the Green Ear (Christ) instead of the dry stubble (us). Paul explains in 2Cor 5:21 that Christ became sin for us so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. Because He was dried by the fire of God's wrath, we now walk in the dew of His grace. Our resurrection is a guaranteed reality because He survived the fire and rose as the firstfruits of them that slept, as Paul details in 1Co 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. To get the grain out of the ear, it must be beaten or threshed. This portrays the physical and spiritual battery Jesus took for our sake. He was bruised for our iniquities and striped for our healing. The full ears suggest that Christ lacked nothing; He was a complete and mature sacrifice. The beating released the fullness of the grain, representing the total and complete redemption He provided. Paul’s gospel is centered on the sufficiency of this beating. In Eph 1:7, he writes that we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. 

Grace teaches us that we do not need to be beaten for our own sins because the Full Ear (Christ) was already beaten in our place. Paul emphasizes in Col 2:10 that ye are complete in him. The fullness of Christ’s suffering resulted in a fullness of grace for the believer. We no longer struggle to achieve a partial salvation; we rest (Sabbath) in the finished work of the One who was beaten to provide a total and eternal redemption. Le 2:15 And thou shalt put oil upon it, and lay frankincense thereon: it is a meat offering. 16 And the priest shall burn the memorial of it, part of the beaten corn thereof, and part of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof: it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD. The addition of oil (the Holy Spirit) and frankincense (the fragrance of intercession and suffering) completes the offering. When the priest burned the memorial, the fragrance ascended to God. This represents how the Holy Spirit empowered Christ to offer Himself without spot to God. The frankincense reminds us that even in the beating and the fire, the result was a sweet-smelling aroma of prayer and total devotion that reached the throne of the Father. Paul teaches in the Gospel of Grace that the believer’s life is now the memorial of Christ on earth. In Romans 8:11, he explains that the same Spirit (the Oil) that raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in us. This is the core of the Gospel of Grace: we are not left to our own strength, but are fueled by the same Oil that Christ used. Furthermore, Paul describes our service as a sacrifice of praise.

In 2Cor 2:14, he notes that God always causes us to triumph in Christ and makes manifest the savour of His knowledge by us. Under grace, our life is a memorial portion; as we yield to the Holy Spirit and endure trials with the fragrance of Christ, we are a sweet savour unto the Lord, reminding the Father of the perfect work of His Son. Leviticus 2 reveals the perfection of Christ’s life as the foundation for the believer's standing in grace. Paul’s epistles teach that because Christ was the fine flour, perfectly balanced and without the leaven of sin, we are now accepted in the Beloved. His life was mingled with oil, just as the believer is now sealed and empowered by the Holy Spirit. The fire that dried the green ears of corn represents the judgment Christ endured so that grace could be extended to us. Paul emphasizes that Christ became a sweet savour unto God, and through the Gospel of Grace, we are now that same fragrance in the world. We are preserved by the salt of the covenant, meaning our salvation is eternal and incorruptible. Finally, just as the priests fed on the most holy remnant, Paul teaches that we live by the faith of the Son of God. We do not labor to become holy; we rest in the finished, beaten work of Christ, who was bruised to provide us with a full and free redemption by the Grace of God.
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