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Le 22:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, that they separate themselves from the holy things of the children of Israel, and that they profane not my holy name in those things which they hallow unto me: I am the LORD. 3 Say unto them, Whosoever he be of all your seed among your generations, that goeth unto the holy things, which the children of Israel hallow unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, that soul shall be cut off from my presence: I am the LORD. This chapter tells us that coming into contact with holy things while carrying uncleanness results in severe spiritual consequences and separation from God's presence. Israel had emerged from more than four centuries of Egyptian bondage, where they were immersed in a culture saturated with idolatry, occult practices, and pagan worship systems. They were headed to the Promised Land, where they would find themselves surrounded by Canaanite nations whose religious customs directly contradicted the commandments of God. Because of this continuous immersion in surrounding pagan cultures, God established strict ceremonial and moral purity laws to train His people to distinguish between the holy and the unholy, ensuring they would not profane His name. 

The fundamental spiritual challenge facing believers today remains identical to the struggles faced by ancient Israel. While the cultural and specific manifestations of idolatry have shifted, the underlying pressure to listen to error, ungodly philosophies, behaviors, and worldviews are persistent. Apostle Paul addresses this continuous cultural tug-of-war in Romans 12:2, instructing believers not to be conformed to this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of their minds. Just as ancient Israel faced constant influence from surrounding nations, modern believers live in a society filled with open distractions that seek to draw hearts away from God's truth. The primary difference between the two periods of time lies not in the nature of the temptation, but in how God addresses uncleanness within His people. Under the Old Covenant, ceremonial purity laws were maintained through external rituals, offerings, and strict physical separation. Under the New Covenant, through the sacrificial death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the focus shifts to internal purity and heart transformation. In Hebrews 9:13–14, Scripture explains that while the blood of bulls and goats cleansed external ceremonial uncleanness, the blood of Christ purifies the conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

Although believers today are no longer under Levitical ceremonial restrictions, the requirement for holiness remains entirely uncompromised. 1Peter 1:15–16 quotes the Levitical command directly, reminding Christians that as He who called them is holy, they also must be holy in all their conduct. Living in a fallen world requires the same continuous instruction from the Holy Spirit that Israel needed in the wilderness. Believers today are called to guard their hearts, maintain spiritual discernment, and remain set apart for God's purposes while living as light in the midst of a dark world. The errors and false doctrines taught in many places today are direct examples of the spiritual compromise that God continually sought to guard Israel against and continues to warn believers about today. Just as ancient Israel was drawn toward pagan practices by surrounding cultures, many today often face these distortions of Scripture that lower God’s standard of holiness, encourage conformity to the world, and redefine grace as a license to disregard obedience. In the Old Testament, false prophets and spiritual leaders frequently misdirected God's people by offering a false sense of security while ignoring covenant obedience. Jeremiah 6:14 exposes this dangerous compromise, stating that false teachers healed the hurt of God's people slightly, saying peace when there was no peace. 

When Jeremiah speaks of healing the hurt of God's people slightly, or superficially, he uses a medical metaphor to describe priests and prophets who applied a temporary bandage over a deep, infected wound. Rather than confronting the people’s rebellion, idolatry, and ethical failure, these leaders reassured them that everything was fine, repeating smooth slogans of peace and safety when judgment was actually forthcoming. By declaring “peace, peace” when there was no peace, these false guides lulled the nation into a false sense of security, preventing genuine repentance. They treated the symptoms of spiritual concern with hollow sayings rather than prescribing the true remedy, which required returning to God's covenant standards and turning away from sin. In Jeremiah 8:11, the prophet repeats this exact phrasing, underscoring how widespread and entrenched this deceptive practice had become among those charged with guarding Israel's spiritual health. God established strict boundaries for Israel, and later commanded spiritual separation for the church, specifically to guard His people from these corrupting doctrines. When church teachings blur the line between holy and unholy, or even suggest that living according to carnal desires has no spiritual cost, they repeat the same error that led Israel into spiritual bondage and judgment. 

Some of the religious worship stinks in the nostrils of God. We must walk in the Spirit and the truth and be led by the Holy Spirit. To worship God; we must worship in the Spirit and in the truth. We cannot worship God in the flesh or in error. The central subject of Leviticus 22 is the strict standard of holiness required for the priests who handle and eat the sacred offerings of God. It outlines the conditions under which a ceremonial impurity disqualifies them from sanctuary service and fellowship with the holy things. Jesus taught that true worship comes from a heart made clean by Him, powered by the Holy Spirit, and lived out in real truth every day. Leviticus 22 demonstrates God’s intentional design to train Israel in spiritual discernment so they could recognize, reject, and remain separate from ungodly errors. When believers knowingly remain in an environment that teaches error, Scripture warns that they place themselves in severe spiritual danger. 1Jo 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Not following this and other scriptures compromises their testimony, and they are actively participating in the very false teachings they tolerate. 

2Jo 1:10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. Spiritual Knowledge brings responsibility: We will be held responsible for what we hear. Spiritual error is completely dead because it comes from human reasoning rather than God, and human thinking has no life-giving power in it. The Bible teaches that false doctrine is like a dead body or decaying tissue; it promises spiritual benefit, but because it strays from the truth, it is entirely empty of the Holy Spirit. God's Word is the only source of true life because Jesus Himself is the Truth, and His words carry the quickening power of the Holy Spirit. When a person abides in God’s pure truth, they are connected directly to the life of Christ, whereas stepping into error means stepping away from the only source of real spiritual life. Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 3:5 that when dealing with those who have a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof, the instruction is simple: from such turn away. While Christians today are not bound by physical rules about touching dead bodies or clean and unclean foods, the Old Testament gives us a clear spiritual picture. 

Today, false teaching and religious error are like spiritual dead bodies. When a believer knowingly stays in a place that teaches false doctrine, they are making spiritual contact with something that lacks God's life and truth. False Teachers are trees without fruit, twice dead. Jude describes those who corrupt the truth as empty clouds without water and dead trees that possess no spiritual life whatsoever. Jude 1:12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; Scriptures tells us that God's Truth is the only place where the Life of Christ is found. Jesus taught that human efforts and fleshly ideas profit nothing; real life is only found in His words of truth. There is no life in error! John 6:63, 68 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life... Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. In 2 John that I read, the Bible warns that if we welcome, support, or validate someone who brings false doctrine, we actually become a partner in their evil deeds. 

Just as a priest became unclean simply by touching a dead body, a Christian gets spiritually defiled by staying connected to false teaching. Once a believer gains the spiritual knowledge to recognize that a place is teaching error, they have a responsibility before God to act. Trying to worship God while knowingly sitting under false teaching profanes His holy name, so God calls His people to turn away from error, guard their hearts, and worship Him strictly in spirit and in truth. Spiritual Knowledge brings responsibility: Le 22:4 What man soever of the seed of Aaron is a leper, or hath a running issue; he shall not eat of the holy things, until he be clean. And whoso toucheth any thing that is unclean by the dead, or a man whose seed goeth from him; Again this speaks of the fellowship with the flesh and with religious flesh. Every Christian is now part of a spiritual priesthood, we are called to offer our lives, prayers, and service as clean sacrifices to God. Just as a priest could not enjoy the holy offerings while covered in physical defilement, a believer cannot enjoy true spiritual fellowship with God or serve Him effectively while holding onto worldly habits, fleshly attitudes, or false religious practices. 

This verse warns us against spiritually connecting ourselves with dead religious systems that rely on human effort rather than the Holy Spirit. Sitting under false doctrine or living according to the flesh brings a spiritual uncleanness that dulls our conscience and hinders our walk with God. To remain in close fellowship with God today, we do not need animal sacrifices or ceremonial washing rituals, but we must continually allow the blood of Jesus to cleanse our hearts and choose to walk in the Spirit and the truth of God's Word every day. Le 22:5 Or whosoever toucheth any creeping thing, whereby he may be made unclean, or a man of whom he may take uncleanness, whatsoever uncleanness he hath; Again it talks about the creeper. This brings out the things of Satan. In Old Testament, ground-crawling creatures were closely associated with the dust, earthliness, and the curse pronounced in Genesis. This serves as a physical reminder of demonic influences and subtle, worldly corruption. For believers today, the creeping thing serves as a spiritual picture of the subtle, deceptive influences of Satan that try to crawl into our minds, churches, and daily lives. Just as a priest became defiled by making physical contact with a crawling creature, a Christian's spiritual walk is contaminated when they allow worldly ideas, error, demonic philosophies, or subtle false doctrines to creep into their thinking. The Apostle Paul warns us about this exact danger in the New Testament. There is no fellowship in this!

He speaks of deceivers who creep into houses to lead people astray, and he cautions the church against the subtle wiles of the devil that operate through human traditions and earthly wisdom. 2Ti 3:6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts. Jude 1:4 warns of this same thing. Satan rarely attacks head on; instead, he uses subtle, creeping errors that seem harmless on the surface but slowly pull a believer away from the pure truth of God's Word. Satan just turns the scripture slightly where people say, well there was some truth spoken. I will just take the good spoken and let the error go. They are trying to eat the meat and spit out the bones. This is Satan’s trap and strategy to dismantle spiritual discernment, normalize spiritual compromise, and gradually condition believers to accept poison. Instead of trying to force a Christian to reject what they hear, he simply encourages them to lower their guard and tolerate a mixture of truth and error, knowing that human nature eventually loses the ability and the desire to distinguish between the two. People will eventually give up and give in and do nothing. Satan uses this mentality to dull the believer's spiritual senses over time. 

Hebrews 5:14 emphasizes that true spiritual discernment is developed by exercising one's senses to distinguish both good and evil, not by willingly exposing oneself to corrupt spiritual sources. Heb 5:14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. Le 22:6 The soul which hath touched any such shall be unclean until even, and shall not eat of the holy things, unless he wash his flesh with water. Notice this verse, we cannot walk through this world without being defiled in some way, so we must wash in the word of God. We must continually wash in the word of God. V6 illustrates that spiritual defilement is contagious. Similarly, exposing oneself to false doctrine creates spiritual uncleanness that hinders one's fellowship with God and corrupts true worship. Assuming that one can listen to error, go home, study the truth, and remain completely unaffected ignores the subtle power of the enemy’s spiritual pollution. Haggai 2:12–13 reinforces this exact reality, demonstrating that unholiness spreads to everything it touches, while holiness does not automatically rub off on what is defiled.

Because believers walk through a fallen world and face constant exposure to unscriptural ideas, continual cleansing through God's Word is absolute necessity. When a believer voluntarily sits under false teaching week after week, they are willingly soaking in spiritual pollution, making the ongoing process of washing in the Word far more difficult because they are actively inviting defilement into their mind and heart. Exposing oneself week after week forces the mind to engage with error whether through silent anger, constant internal debate of what they heard, endless mental processing of the false statements, or discussions with friends and family of what they disagreed with. This mental and emotional turmoil steals the peace of God, drains spiritual energy, and occupies the precise place in the mind that ought to be filled with pure, meditative truth. In 2 Timothy 2:23–26, Paul notes that foolish and unlearned questions gender strifes, and getting entangled in foolish disputes causes people to be taken captive by Satan at his will. When believers spend their time mulling over error, disputing false statements, and harboring frustration, they are being subtlety drawn into a snare that disrupts their communion with God. People may not outwardly say anything about the error, but internal anger and mental debate over false doctrine represent spiritual clutter that blocks the meek reception of God's saving Word.

Rather than attacking faith with direct persecution or obvious immorality, Satan traps believers by entangling their minds in ongoing conflict with error. This mental combat creates a false sense of spiritual duty, making the believer feel like they are standing for truth, while in reality, Satan has successfully occupied their mind, drained their spiritual strength, and robbed them of the life-giving peace that flows from pure communion with God. Scripture explicitly commands believers to remove themselves from false teachers rather than attempting to endure their error out of sentimentality or tradition. Family heritage and church history cannot shield a soul from the defiling effects of false doctrine. Jesus warns in Matthew 15:8–9 that worshipping God while holding to human traditions and commandments leads to vain worship, and in Matthew 15:14 He cautions that if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. Just as the priests in Leviticus 22 were required to wash and separate themselves from uncleanness before they could handle holy things, believers today must cleanse themselves through the truth of God's Word and separate from false teaching to remain clean, fit, and acceptable in the service of the Lord. God intends for this priest to have this food but he must be clean and washed by the word of God in order to partake of these wonderful things. 

It is deeply significant that at this exact point in Leviticus 22, the Holy Spirit introduces the remedy for uncleanness. The Holy Spirit gives us the cure for uncleanness. It is the washing by the word of God. Because believers today live in a fallen world, we encounter worldly influences and fleshly distractions that can spiritually defile our minds and walk. Paul tells this vital truth in Titus 3:5, stating that God saved us not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit. In the same way that a Levitical priest had to wash with water before partaking of the holy offerings, believers today must continually immerse themselves in the Scriptures so that the truth cleanses their hearts, protects their minds from worldly error, and keeps them in sweet, unbroken fellowship with God. In Leviticus 22:7, God promises that once a priest washes and the sun goes down, he is fully cleansed and can return to eating the sacred offerings that sustain his life. For Christians today, this teaches that when we come to God’s Word to be washed from worldly influences, our fellowship with Him is completely restored so we can freely enjoy His grace and truth.

In Leviticus 22:8–9, God forbids His priests from eating any animal that died naturally or was torn by wild beasts, warning that partaking of dead, corrupt meat profanes His holiness and brings judgment. For the Christian, this physical restriction illustrates a profound spiritual principle: believers are strictly forbidden from feeding their minds on spiritual rot, dead worldly philosophies, and demonic errors that have been torn and twisted by Satan. Satan's objective in getting a truth-knowing believer to sit under false teaching is to force-feed them spiritually dead meat. When a believer who understands the Scriptures hears error, their spirit immediately recoils, forcing their mind into an active state of internal friction. Because they recognize the falsehood, they begin arguing the truth within themselves, mentally dissecting every wrong statement, replaying the preacher's words, and then possibly later rehearsing their disagreement with family or friends. While the believer thinks they are simply exercising discernment by rejecting the bad meat, Satan has successfully achieved his ultimate goal, which is to shift their focus completely off the life-giving things of God.

This distraction consumes the mind meant for holy meditation. Psalm 1:1–2 outlines the key to true spiritual life, stating that the blessed person does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, but rather their delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law do they meditate day and night. When a believer spends their mental energy dissecting, debating, and inwardly resisting false doctrine, their mind is meditating on the counsel of the ungodly rather than delighting in God's Word. Satan effectively replaces holy meditation with mental frustration and defensive analysis.
The Scriptures warn that feeding on spiritual compromise corrupts a person's focus and leads to spiritual starvation. In Colossians 2:8, Paul delivers a clear warning to beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. The word spoil in this context refers to being carried away as plunder or captive spoil. By enticing a believer to remain in an environment where spiritually torn and dead meat is served weekly, Satan captures their attention, plunders their peace, and leaves their mind fatigued from constant internal warfare.

Jesus highlighted the absolute necessity of feeding exclusively on pure spiritual food in John 6:63, declaring that the words He speaks are spirit and life. A believer cannot thrive, grow, or maintain a clear vision of God while attempting to digest dead messages born of carnal and demonic error no matter how much truth is mixed in to sweeten the taste. Mixing spiritual life with spiritual death does not make the error safe; it makes the poison far more deceptive and dangerous. Attempting to ingest a message that blends divine truth with human or demonic speculation forces the heart to process spiritual rot, which clouds spiritual vision, stalls growth, and weakens faith. Just as the priests in Leviticus 22:8–9 were warned that eating corrupt meat profaned their holy calling, believers who continually expose their minds to spiritual deadness corrupt their own focus, surrender their peace, and allow the devil to derail their walk with the Lord. Le 22:11 But if the priest buy any soul with his money, he shall eat of it, and he that is born in his house: they shall eat of his meat. To be bought in this context refers directly to the concept of redemption, where a price is paid to bring a person into a new master’s household, granting them protection, identity, and full rights to the provisions of that house. 

An individual purchased by the high priest ceased to belong to the outside world and became an official member of the priest’s personal household, which automatically qualified them to eat the sacred food that strangers were strictly forbidden to touch. Paul teaches us that being bought is a powerful spiritual picture of what Jesus Christ did for every believer: 1Corinthians 6:20 that ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. We no longer belong to sin, Satan, or the world, but belong entirely to our High Priest, Jesus. In Leviticus 22:12–13, God declares that if a priest's daughter marries a stranger, she loses her right to eat the holy offerings because her identity is now tied to a foreign household, but if she becomes widowed or divorced without children and returns to her father's house, her privilege is completely restored. This illustrates that if a Christian strays into spiritual adultery with the world, fellowship with God's holy things is broken, yet upon genuine repentance and returning to the Father's house, full spiritual communion is mercifully restored through Christ. In Leviticus 22:14–15, God commands that if an unauthorized person eats of the sacred offerings accidentally, he must make full restitution by adding a fifth part to it, ensuring that God's holy standards are never treated carelessly or profaned. This principle of adding a fifth part points directly to the overwhelming grace of Jesus Christ found in Paul’s teachings in Romans 5.

Christ did not merely pay back what was lost through sin, but added an overflowing, fivefold much more surplus of His righteousness, grace, and life to every redeemed believer. In Leviticus 22:16, God warns that allowing unauthorized people to eat the sacred offerings causes them to bear the guilt of trespass, reminding Israel that He alone is the Lord who sets them apart as holy. Paul warns in 1Co 11:27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. In Leviticus 22:17–20, God commands Moses to instruct Aaron, his sons, and all Israel that whenever anyone brings a vow or a freewill offering to the Lord, they must present a male animal without any physical blemish, declaring that any defective offering will be completely rejected. These verses points to Jesus Christ, 1Peter 1:18–19, Jesus offered Himself as a lamb without blemish and without spot, serving as the only perfect, sinless sacrifice acceptable to God for our redemption. This law challenges believers today to give God our absolute best rather than leftover efforts or half-hearted devotion. In Leviticus 22:21–22, God commands that any peace offering, vow, or freewill offering brought to Him must be physically perfect and entirely free of blemishes, explicitly forbidding blind, broken, maimed, or diseased animals from ever being placed upon His altar. 

This points to Jesus Christ, who was completely without sin or spiritual flaw when He offered Himself to God as our ultimate peace offering. In Leviticus 22:23–24, God outlaws offering any animal that has been bruised, crushed, or broken. This teaches us that while God receives our heartfelt devotion even in our imperfections, He never compromises His standard of perfection, reminding us that Christ was bruised for our iniquities and crushed for our transgressions to fulfill the law's demands, as Isaiah 53:5 and Romans 8:3–4 declare. Le 22:27 When a bullock, or a sheep, or a goat, is brought forth, then it shall be seven days under the dam; and from the eighth day and thenceforth it shall be accepted for an offering made by fire unto the LORD. We are only accepted as the new creation, the eighth day symbolic of the new creation in Christ Jesus. God commands that when a young calf, lamb, or goat is born, it must stay with its mother for seven full days, and only from the eighth day onward can it be accepted as an offering to the Lord. The word dam is a term that refers to the mother animal. Seven days the newborn spent with its mother, while the eighth day is a new beginning and resurrection life. (New Creation). Jesus Christ, rose from the dead on the eighth day, where we are made accepted in the Beloved. 

The animal was not accepted for God's altar until the eighth day. This is the born again resurrection life of Jesus Christ. In Le 22:29–30, God commands that when a sacrifice of thanksgiving is offered, it must be brought willingly and eaten on that very same day without leaving any leftovers until the morning. This is our gratitude to God must be fresh, wholehearted, and enjoyed in fellowship with Him. In Le 22:31, God calls His people to strictly observe and obey His commandments, reminding them that His authority rests on His divine identity as the sovereign Lord. In John 14:15, Jesus said, If ye love me, keep my commandments. In Le 22:32, God warns Israel never to profane His holy name through careless or disobedient worship, declaring that He must be reverenced and honored among His people because He is the Lord who sets them apart as holy. In Le 22:33, God reminds them that He is the Lord who rescued them out of the bondage of Egypt. Redemption is the true foundation for joyful obedience and holy living. Jesus purchased us through the His blood. He pours out an overflowing surplus of grace, giving us much more than we ever lost. We are His, and we can feast forever at His table in joyful fellowship. Through this chapter, we offer Our Best to the Lord!
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