Leviticus 23.1-11 October 13, 2026 Nisan; The Month That Changed Everything!
This chapter records the different feasts. Le 23:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts. 3 Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. This Sabbath always speaks of the rest in Christ Jesus and it shows the millennial reign of Christ when God indeed rests from everything He has done. The placement of the Sabbath at the very beginning of Leviticus 23 serves as the foundation for the entire chapter. Before God outlines any of the annual feasts, He establishes the weekly Sabbath as the primary boundary of holy time. This order is intentional because the Sabbath provides the spiritual key to understanding all the other appointed times. It establishes that all worship, service, and spiritual life must flow out of rest rather than human effort. Jesus Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of the Sabbath rest. The physical rest that Israel observed every seventh day pointed toward the spiritual rest that believers find in Christ. Jesus explicitly invites all who are weary to come to Him for rest. 

The New Testament explains that believers enter into God's rest by ceasing from their own works to rely entirely on Christ's finished work on the cross. Starting the calendar for Israel with the Sabbath highlights that redemption begins with receiving what God has done rather than striving to earn His favor. For believers today, this principle shapes how life is approached each day. Starting with Christ as our rest means approaching every day from a position of security, peace, and grace rather than anxiety or self-reliance. It transforms daily life from working to gain God's approval into standing in the approval and strength we have already received in Jesus Christ. Resting in Christ first ensures that all daily activities, worship, and service flow from a place of spiritual refreshment and complete trust in Him. By placing the Sabbath at the beginning of Leviticus 23, God established a principle of rest that operates in three distinct dimensions (Past, Present, and Future). This was a reminder of what they and we were saved from. We are being saved right now from the power of sin as we trust in the Lord and walk in the Spirit.   We are also being saved to in the future, because no sin exists in the presence of God. For ancient Israel, the Sabbath was a reminder of what they were saved from slavery, ceaseless toil, and self-reliance. 

In Egypt, Pharaoh treated them as slaves, demanding bricks without straw and offering no days of rest. Slavery meant that their identity was tied entirely to their output, and failure to produce meant destruction. By commanding them to stop working every seventh day, God was removing the slave mindset, proving that they were no longer owned by an oppressor who demanded endless labor. For believers today, the Sabbath principle reveals that we are saved from spiritual slavery, the burden of self-justification, and the exhaustion of trying to earn God's favor. Or even trying to earn someone’s favor. Before Christ, humanity lived under the oppression of sin and the impossible demand of the law, constantly striving to prove its worth through works and moral effort. Christ liberates believers from the anxiety of performing for salvation, breaking the power of sin and freeing them from the spiritual burnout of trying to save themselves. The Sabbath also demonstrates what ancient Israel was saved to covenant relationship, sacred identity, and divine provision. God did not rescue Israel from Egypt merely to leave them wandering in the desert; He brought them to Himself to be a holy nation. 

For believers today, we are saved to spiritual rest, intimate communion with God, and an eternal inheritance in Christ. Resting in Jesus Christ means entering into a life where our identity is rooted in who He is and what He has already accomplished on the cross. We are brought into a restored state of peace where we live out of God’s acceptance rather than striving for it, serving Him out of joy rather than fear. Ultimately, this points forward to the eternal rest, where we will reign with Christ and for Israel, in a fully restored creation, completely free from the curse of sin and death. Looking toward the future, the Sabbath prefigures the millennial reign of Christ. In creation, just as six days of labor were followed by a day of total rest, human history under the curse of sin, will culminate in a thousand-year period of peace, justice, and rest when Christ reigns visibly over the earth. For believers, this future reign offers the ultimate assurance that all turmoil, opposition, and spiritual warfare will finally cease, leading into the eternal rest of God's fully realized kingdom. The Holy Spirit placed the Sabbath first in Leviticus 23 because He wanted to establish rest as the foundation of relationship before giving any other instructions. The Holy Spirit wanted to show that true worship must flow out of rest, not legalistic effort. 

If the annual feasts came first, it would be easy to view God as a ruler who demands an exhausting cycle of work, travel, and sacrifice before granting His favor. Israel did not work six days to earn the Sabbath; they rested first in God's completed creation and redemption, and then worked out of that rested state. Also, the Holy Spirit wanted to establish divine grace through which all other feasts must be understood. Every following feast in Leviticus 23, involves sacred assemblies and specific duties, but none of them can be properly kept without first entering into God's Sabbath rest. In the New Testament, this teaches that no believer can participate in the blessings of Christ's sacrifice, the power of the Holy Spirit, or the hope of the future kingdom unless they first cease from their own self-righteous works and rest entirely in Jesus Christ. Finally, the Holy Spirit wanted to secure the believer's core identity as a child of God before giving them a calendar of holy duties. Our core identity is as a redeemed child of God whose worth is rooted entirely in who we are in Christ. In resting before anything else, the Holy Spirit gains a people who know they are loved, and sustained by God, ensuring that all future obedience springs from gratitude and quiet trust rather than fear or spiritual exhaustion. 

Many religious systems today have this same mindset Egypt by telling people that their value, standing, or salvation depends on their continuous performance. There are Churches that get people saved and immediately put them into a ministry. They want to find out a person’s gift and put them in into a work right away without getting anyone grounded in the truth. When faith becomes an endless checklist of religious duties, attendance, and moral striving to stay in God's good graces, people end up spiritually exhausted, fearful, and burned out. They are living as spiritual slaves rather than sons and daughters, continually trying to produce enough bricks to satisfy an exacting taskmaster. This is why the Holy Spirit established the Sabbath first. The order of God's calendar declares that relationship with God begins with receiving, not achieving. Christian obedience is not to attempt to earn God's love, but a joyful response to the love He has already freely given in Christ. We a need a revelation of the of the love He has already given us. 
Our response to God is out of gratitude because we are already loved, sustained, and secure in Him. This is the very definition and power of Divine Grace at work in the heart of a believer. Grace is not merely a mystical concept or a divine favor that gets us through the door of salvation; it is the active, transforming power of God that changes how we live every single day. 

Anything without divine grace tells us that we must work in order to be accepted, keeping us locked in a state of fear where we constantly measure our performance to see if we are doing enough. Divine Grace reverses that entirely by declaring that Jesus Christ was enough, we are fully accepted, loved, and secure before we ever perform a single act of service. That is Sabbath Rest in Christ! Serving God out of divine grace is energetic power and restful because it is the natural overflow of a heart that knows it has already been redeemed and accepted. When we rest in what Jesus accomplished for us, our practical walk in the Spirit becomes a joyful expression of the divine life He has already placed within us. I believe this is what sustained the Apostle Paul in prison. Now there are seven feast; 1. Feast of the beginnings (Passover) on the 14th day, the New birth. 2. Feast of Unleavened Bread, on the 15th day, our appropriation of Christ as the bread of life. 3. Feast of Firstfruits, Christ in resurrection, tell us of more to come. 4. Feast of Pentecost, Day of Pentecost, Jew and Gentile baptized into one body. 5. Feast of Trumpets, the dead in Christ are resurrected. 6. Day of Atonement, Israel a nation born again. 7. The Feast of Tabernacles. The Kingdom age. We will only discuss three of them tonight.

Le 23:5 In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD'S Passover. This was the first feast to observe every year on the 14th day of the first month, the month of Abib or Nissan corresponding to our month of April. It tells of the beginning. It speaks of the new beginning of Israel and the judgment that was poured out on Christ because of sin at Calvary. So we died in our substitute at Calvary. Ex 12:13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. They remember the Passover, how the lamb substituted for Israel. The second feast our appropriation of Christ as the bread of life. Le 23:6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. This is exactly whatever happens when we are born again, we begin to partake of Christ and we are to feast upon Him as the heavenly bread. Notice this was to be done for 7 days. When someone throws a party, they really throw one. This one lasted for 7 days. 

The number 7 speaks of the perfection of the full appropriation or the perfect appropriation of Christ in ourselves. So we continually eat of the word of God and partake of Christ. For Christians Today: Unleavened bread speaks of partaking of Christ as the sinless Bread of Life and walking in a holy, sanctified lifestyle. Believers appropriate Christ daily, putting away the leaven of sin and false doctrine to feast on His truth and righteousness. The third feast of Firstfruits, Christ in resurrection, tell us of more to come. Le 23:10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: The first fruit always signifies that there is more to come. So if there is a first, there must be a last fruit. It signifies, there is more to come and it tells us of the resurrection of Christ. Le 23:11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. This tells us that Christ was waved and resurrected before God. He became the first fruit of them who slept. For Israel, this was observed during the spring barley harvest. Israel brought a sheaf of the early crop to the priest as a wave offering to acknowledge God's faithful provision before harvesting the rest of the land. The spring barley harvest is an important one. It was the earliest crop harvested in ancient Israel, maturing in early spring. It was planted in late autumn and nurtured by winter rains. 

Barley ripened quickly, making it central to Israel's sacred calendar. On the day after the Sabbath following Passover, the Israelites brought the first sheaf of harvested barley to the priest, who waved it before the Lord as a firstfruits offering. This was done before anyone could eat from the new crop. This wave sheaf of the firstfruits offering is one of the most detailed types of Jesus Christ found in the Old Testament. The Feast of Firstfruits occurred on the day after the Sabbath following Passover, which is the first day of the week, or Sunday morning. Jesus was crucified on Passover as the true sacrificial Lamb, He remained in the tomb through the Sabbath, and rose from the dead on the first day of the week, fulfilling the exact morning when the priest waved the firstfruits barley sheaf before the Lord. The New Testament applies this to Jesus, as the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. The wave sheaf itself symbolizes both the reality and guarantee of resurrection. In ancient Israel, the single sheaf of barley was brought to God as a sample of the entire coming harvest, sanctifying the rest of the field and guaranteeing that the full crop would follow. This required the priest to lift up and wave the sheaf before the Lord, signifying that the sacrifice was accepted in heaven. 

In the same way, the resurrection of Jesus is not an isolated event, but the first representative of a massive future harvest. Jesus was also accepted by the Father. This was the guarantee that all who belong to Him will also be resurrected unto eternal life. Until the firstfruits sheaf was presented and accepted, no one in Israel was permitted to enjoy the new life and the sustenance of the harvest. This shows us that true spiritual life, blessing, and resurrection only becomes accessible to humanity through the accepted resurrected Christ. Physically, barley is a soft grain with a thin husk that separates easily without heavy machinery. Farmers purified barley through winnowing, simply tossing it into the air so the gentle spring breeze could blow away the light chaff while the heavy grain fell back to the ground. Because of its abundance and low cost, barley was considered the bread of the poor. It symbolized humility, small beginnings, and reliance on God throughout the Bible. The three major harvests of Israel were barley, wheat, and grapes. They represent a prophetic timeline of different groups of people gathered at the end of the age, with barley pointing directly to full overcomers. Jesus Christ Himself rose from the dead on the exact day of the barley Firstfruits offering, becoming the firstfruits of the resurrection. 

Believers who walk in total obedience to Christ share in this first barley harvest. Because barley is soft and purified by the gentle wind. It symbolizes believers who are tender-hearted and yielded to the Holy Spirit. These overcomers allow the wind of the Holy Spirit to cleanse them of worldly ways during their daily life, requiring no harsh measures to separate them from sin. In contrast, hard wheat ripens fifty days later and requires a heavy threshing tool called a tribulum. 
The root of the word tribulation means to break its outer shell through the crushing pressure of the Great Tribulation to be purified. The mature barley overcomers are harvested first in an early gathering to be with the Lord. Although there are 7 feasts, we will only cover the first 3 tonight. We will cover the next 4 in our next lesson. This third Feast of Firstfruits, is Christ in resurrection, and it tells us of more to come. It occurred in the month of Nisan, originally called Abib in the Hebrew Scriptures. It holds a primary place in the Bible because it represents the birth of Israel as a free nation and the beginning of God’s religious calendar. So, some background. Before the Exodus from Egypt, the Hebrew people followed an agricultural and civil calendar that began in the autumn with the month of Tishrei. (corresponds to September / October). 

However, as God prepared to deliver Israel from Egyptian bondage, He issued a direct command to Moses and Aaron recorded in Exodus 12:2, telling them that this current month of their deliverance would now be the first month of their year. The original name was Abib which means green ears or fresh ear of grain, referring to the stage of barley development when the crop was ripening in the early spring. Centuries later, following the Babylonian exile, the Jewish people adopted the Babylonian month name of Nisan, which means beginning, firstfruits, or to spring forth. The month of Nisan is so important because it was the month of Divine Redemption. Nisan was the month God intervened in human history to break the power of Pharaoh. On the tenth day of Nisan, each family selected an unblemished lamb, and on the fourteenth day at twilight, they sacrificed the lamb and applied its blood to the doorposts of their homes. That night, God passed over the marked houses, struck down the firstborn of Egypt, and led Israel out of slavery. Because of this, Nisan became forever anchored in Israel’s memory as the month of salvation and freedom. By making Nisan the first month of the religious year, God reordered how His people experienced time itself. 

Their year no longer began with civil or agricultural signs, but with the memory of their redemption. Every annual cycle started by looking back at the Passover, reminding Israel that their existence as a nation was rooted entirely in God’s grace and power. Nisan contains the highest concentration of spring festivals detailed in Leviticus 23. It hosts Passover on the 14th day, the seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread starting on the 15th day, and the Feast of Firstfruits on the day after the Sabbath following Passover. These consecutive observances required the whole nation to gather, pause regular work, and consecrate their lives and early spring harvests back to God. Nisan carries a supreme prophetic importance to us because the key events of the Gospel unfolded precisely on the key days of this month. Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday which was on the 10th of Nisan. This was the exact day Passover lambs were selected. He celebrated the Last Supper and was crucified on the 14th of Nisan (Thursday). 10 is the number of responsibility according to ability and 14 is the number of deliverance or salvation. 

As the true Passover Lamb, Jesus lay in the tomb during Unleavened Bread, (Feast of Unleavened Bread starting on the 15th; 15 is the number for rest (Friday) and 16 Saturday is the number of love.) Jesus was not waved as the firstfruits until Suday because of Leviticus 23:11The priest shall wave the sheaf before the Lord... on the day after the Sabbath which would have been Sunday the 17th of Nisan. Jesus rose from the dead on the 17th of Nisan which was the exact morning of the Firstfruits offering. Total Victory and Overcoming. The number 17 represents the complete triumph of God's spirit over flesh, death, and evil. Because Jesus rose from the dead on the 17th of Nisan, the number represents overcoming the grave, spiritual victory, and eternal life. Therefore, Nisan stands as the month where Old Testament shadows met New Testament reality, marking both the physical freedom of Israel and the spiritual redemption of humanity. For believers today, the deep spiritual significance of the month of Nisan is a powerful reminder that our entire existence begins with redemption. Just as God reordered Israel's calendar so that their year started with the Passover, our lives as Christians are completely redefined by the finished work of Jesus Christ. 

We no longer measure our worth or our identity by earthly standards, achievements, or past bondage, but by the precious blood of the true Passover Lamb. Living in the reality of Nisan means waking up every day from a position of freedom. Nisan means first fruits or beginning.   The Hebrew associations means blossom or budding flower as in Song of Solomon 2:12, the flowers appear on the earth. Song 2:12 The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; The flowers appear on the earth (Life from Death): In Israel, winter is the dormant season. The emergence of flowers in spring ( Nisan) signifies life breaking through dead soil. The time of the singing of birds is come (Praise after Silence): Winter storms cease, replaced by joyous songs celebrating the arrival of light and warmth. The voice of the turtle is heard in our land (The Turtledove): Unlike domestic pigeons, turtledoves are strictly migratory birds in the Middle East. They vanish every winter and return to Israel precisely in mid-spring (Nisan). Their gentle cooing announces that the cold season is officially over. The spring blooms and returning doves point to Resurrection power. It is the same power that raised Jesus on the 17th of Nisan as the Firstfruits. 

Full Overcomers look for the ultimate manifestation of this resurrection life: the transformation of their mortal bodies at Christ's appearing (1Corinthians 15:52–53, Philippians 3:20–21). The Voice of the Bridegroom calling the Bride in Song of Solomon, this whole passage is the Bridegroom’s intimate invitation to His Beloved to come away with Him. Full Overcomers are characterized by their deep love for His appearing (2 Timothy 4:8). To them, the singing of birds and voice of the turtledove represent the shout of the archangel and the trumpet of God announcing that the winter of trial, tribulation, and mortality is ending, and the eternal spring of the Kingdom is beginning. Knowing that judgment has passed over us, our sins are buried as far is the East is from the West, and all believers share in the resurrected life of Jesus as the firstfruits of a whole new creation. Looking ahead, the prophetic pattern of Nisan gives us absolute assurance of what is yet to come. More to come! Because Jesus fulfilled the spring feasts with exact precision on the very days ordained in Scripture, we can have complete confidence that He will fulfill the remaining promises of His prophetic calendar with the exact same perfection. 

We look forward to the ultimate harvest, the bodily resurrection of believers, the restoration of Israel, and the glorious return of Christ. The ultimate fulfillment of these sacred appointments guarantees that a day is coming when all suffering, sin, and spiritual warfare will end, ushering us into eternal rest and unhindered fellowship with God. Most importantly, what the Lord Jesus is actively preparing us for right now is to live as mature, yielded full overcomers ready for His return. Like the barley harvest that is soft and easily winnowed by the wind of the Holy Spirit, Christ is working in us today to strip away the chaff of the flesh, self-reliance, and worldliness through daily surrender. He is preparing a spotless Bride who serves Him out of deep gratitude and quiet trust. By anchoring our hearts in His completed work and relying daily on the Holy Spirit, Jesus is shaping us into His faithful people who reflect His character, proclaim His salvation to a searching world, and stand fully ready to meet Him when He comes. Nisan: The Month That Changed Everything reveals the immense depth of God's love and His unwavering desire to give us His very best. When God reordered time itself to center around the sacrifice of the Passover Lamb, He demonstrated that there is no boundary He will not cross and no treasure He will withhold from us. He gave us His most prized treasure; His only begotten Son during this sacred month of Nissan where we began. 

The Father held nothing back, offering the ultimate gift of heaven so that we might be completely freed from spiritual bondage and ushered into the fullness of His grace, peace, and abundance. This month stands as an eternal testament of God's heart and Divine love toward us. God has held nothing back, our hearts are anchored in an unshakable security of fellowship and into the limitless goodness, rest, and divine inheritance that He has lovingly prepared for us in Christ. Every promise of His Word toward us becomes a present reality becoming living witnesses of a loving Father who delights in pouring out His rich grace, His perfect peace, and His absolute best upon us. Nisan was the month that Jesus changed everything for us!
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