Leviticus 7 June 23, 2026 The Fuel of the Wilderness!
Le 7:1 Likewise this is the law of the trespass offering: it is most holy. 2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the trespass offering: and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the altar. This was especially fulfilled at the cross. Why does the trespass offering show up again here in Chapter 7, and how is it different from what we read in the earlier chapters? We found the initial instructions for the trespass offering back in Leviticus 5:14–6:7. So why bring it up again? In Leviticus 1:1–6:7 is the people's manual or guide. It focuses on what the average Israelite needed to bring and why. Leviticus 6:8–7:38 is the priests' manual or guide or command. Chapter 7 isn't just repeating something; it is giving the behind-the-scenes instructions specifically for the priests. It answers their questions: Where do we slaughter it? What happens to the blood? Which parts go on the altar, and which parts do we get to eat as our provision? The Burnt, Meal, and Peace offerings (Chapters 1–3) were voluntary expressions of worship, devotion, and fellowship, the Sin offering of Chapter 4 and Trespass offering of Chapter 5–6 were mandatory for cleansing. But the Trespass offering has a very distinct, feature that separates it even from the standard Sin offering: That is restitution. 

Restitution means making things right by restoring what was lost, damaged, or stolen. This difference is that a regular sin offering was brought for general, unintentional violations of God's commands. I was instances where a person crossed a moral boundary but left no physical damage behind. The trespass offering, however, was strictly reserved for specific violations where property was harmed or defrauded. The trespass offering teaches us a truth that is still vital for believers today: sin is never just a cloud of guilt. It often leaves a practical mess, something broken, or a material loss in its wake. True repentance requires us to not only ask God for forgiveness but to actively forgive others. Remember, Chapter 7 is a priest’s manual or guide. The priest had to handle the messiest parts of community life. He was the auditor who calculated the fifth part penalty, listened to the confession of fraud or theft, and sprinkled the blood to make things right. The peace offering was the only sacrifice where the worshiper actually got to eat the meat, turning the sacrifice into a peace feast with God. But the priest's portion here was the Wave Offering (The Breast): The priest took the breast of the animal and literally waved it back and forth before the Lord. 

This signified giving it to God first, and God giving it back to nourish Aaron and all his descendants (Leviticus 7:31).  The Heave Offering (The Right Thigh): The right thigh or shoulder was heaved (lifted up) and given directly to the specific priest who sprinkled the blood that day as his personal payment (Leviticus 7:32-33). Jesus did the work of the Priest on the cross. He sprinkled His own blood to handle our trespass (paying our massive debt to God). Because He successfully finished that work, He now invites us to a permanent peace offering. It is a table of continuous fellowship. He didn't just perform the sacrifice; He became the bread of life that sustains us daily. Jesus didn't distance Himself from our mess: Jesus didn't stay in the clean, sterile environment of heaven. He stepped right into the messy reality of human failure, fraud, and brokenness. Jesus looked at the massive moral debt we owed to God, a debt we could never afford, and paid it in full. This was perfectly fulfilled at the Cross. The trespass offering was specifically for sins that caused damage or required restitution. Jesus was killed in the place of the burnt offering publicly, outside the camp, as the ultimate sacrifice. His blood wasn't just shed; it was applied to satisfy divine justice. 

Heb 13:12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Calvary (also called Golgotha) was located on a rocky hill immediately outside the ancient city walls of Jerusalem. To fulfill the biblical requirement of being ritually clean and outside the camp, the crucifixion and burial sites were outside the city's northwestern limits. Le 7:3 And he shall offer of it all the fat thereof; the rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards  4 And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and the caul that is above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away: 5 And the priest shall burn them upon the altar for an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a trespass offering. Again, the fat represented the richest, best, and most choice portion of the animal, while the inwards (kidneys, liver) represented the deepest seat of emotion, will, and hidden motives. God demanded that the best and the innermost parts be consumed entirely by fire, belonging to Him alone. Why Fat? In those days, food security was a constant struggle. Livestock had to graze on sparse vegetation, meaning animals were generally much leaner than the grain-fed livestock we eat today. 

An animal that actually managed to accumulate a thick layer of fat, especially around the kidneys and the loins, was a sign of exceptional health. The value was that fat is the most calorie-dense part of an animal. At this time, dietary fat was not a health hazard; it was life-saving energy. Fat was the most valuable and hardest-to-produce resource, giving it to God meant offering Him the absolute best of one's labor and prosperity, not our leftovers. God was teaching Israel to give Him the highest-value portion of their income and energy first, before they consumed anything for themselves. This represents the total consecration of Jesus Christ. He loved God with all His heart, soul, and mind. For us, it means our inwards and secret lives, motives, and best energies, belong to God. We don't just give God external obedience; He wants our deepest affections. Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 1 Corinthians 6:20: For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. The Israelites were not in air-conditioned tent; but walking long distances across rugged, rocky terrain, carrying their children, tents, and all earthly possessions. 

Modern studies show that a person traveling on foot under a heavy load in harsh, outdoor conditions burns between 3,500 to 4,500 calories per day. The Role of fat provides 9 calories per gram, whereas carbohydrates and proteins only provide 4 calories per gram. Fat is more than twice as energy-dense. To sustain that massive level of daily physical exertion in the wilderness without physically wasting away, Israel needed high-density fuel. If a person tries to survive in a high-stress environment by eating only lean, zero-fat meat, they will develop a fatal medical condition known as protein poisoning. The human liver can only process a certain amount of lean protein per day before it becomes overwhelmed by urea, leading to severe diarrhea, dehydration, and eventual death. To safely digest meat, the human body must have either carbohydrates or fat to use as the primary fuel source. People often forget that the desert isn't just scorching hot during the day, it drops to freezing temperatures at night. Israel lived in tents and spent 40 years exposed to these extreme temperature swings. Fat is the primary macronutrient the body uses for thermoregulation (maintaining core body temperature). Eating dietary fat triggers a slow, sustained metabolic burn that acts like an internal furnace, keeping the body warm through freezing desert nights. This is why God provided for them the way He did. The primary daily diet of Israel was Manna. When the Bible describes Manna, it doesn't describe it as dry, lean crackers. Numbers 11:8 says, and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil. 

God literally rained down a carbohydrate that was infused with the rich, fatty properties of oil to give them the calorie density they needed to survive the march through the wilderness. When they did eat meat (from their flocks or the quail God provided), the fat on those animals was highly prized because it supplemented their grueling lifestyle. The quail were fat bombs. Normally, wild game like quail is incredibly lean, much leaner than a domestic chicken or duck. However, the quail Israel ate were not normal, stationary birds; they were migratory European quail. Before a long-distance migration across the Mediterranean Sea and the Sinai Desert, wild quail undergo a biological phase called hyperphagia (extreme overeating). They intentionally gorge themselves to double their body weight, storing that extra mass entirely as a thick layer of subcutaneous fat. This fat acts as their fuel tank to fly across the sea. Why did it matter to Israel: When the wind blew these quail into Israel's camp, the birds were completely exhausted and dropped to the ground. Nu 11:31 And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a day's journey on the other side, round about the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth. 

Because they were caught right at their migratory peak, these birds were at the absolute fattest state a wild bird could possibly achieve. To an Israelite suffering from a lack of dietary fats, these migratory quail were high-fat, high-calorie miracles dropped right out of the sky. It sounds completely counterintuitive. If a human doubled their weight in fat over two weeks, running a marathon would be out of the question, let alone flying across a sea! Yet, migratory birds like the European quail are considered the obese super-athletes of the animal kingdom. They are able to fly while heavily overweight because their bodies undergo an automated, extreme biological transformation just before they take off.  The Holy Spirit designed these birds to pull off this aerodynamic miracle through three incredible physical shifts: When a quail enters the overeating phase, it doesn't just get fat. It also grows its chest muscles. As the bird adds fat mass, its body releases hormones that cause its pectoral (breast) muscles to expand rapidly, heavily increasing its wing-flapping power. The body also floods these flight muscles with specialized enzymes designed to burn fat rapidly. Essentially, as the fat gets heavier, the bird simultaneously upgrades its engine to handle the load. 

They also intentionally shrink their internal organs to offset the heavy weight of the fat. The Lord made them so they literally absorb and shrink their own internal organs to make room and reduce dead weight.  Before takeoff, a quail’s liver, kidneys, stomach, and digestive tract shrink significantly because they won't be eating while flying across the desert. By minimizing the weight of their digestive system, they free up structural space and aerodynamic balance for the fat stores. Therefore, the fat is strategically balanced. If a bird put all its fat in its face or one wing, it would crash. The quail's body distributes the fat perfectly for flight dynamics. Most of the migratory fat is stored under the skin and deeply in the lower abdomen. This abdomen fat acts as a perfect aerodynamic counterweight to the heavy, muscular chest, allowing the bird to maintain a stable, level center of gravity while flapping through the air. The predominant breed of sheep raised in the ancient Near East was the broad-tailed or fat-tailed sheep. These sheep are genetically designed to store massive amounts of fat in their hindquarters and tails (sometimes weighing up to 10 to 20 pounds just in the tail). 

The Kidneys and Loins in both sheep and goats, when they find good pasture, they store their fat deeply around their internal organs (the loins and kidneys). Domesticated flocks, protected by shepherds, safely accumulated that thick, sedentary internal fat. When God instructed Israel to take the fat of their animal sacrifices and burn it on the altar, it wasn't just a religious ritual; it was a deeply practical sacrifice. They were handing over the most energy-dense, life-sustaining fuel they possessed. What it meant to Israel: It was an act of total surrender. By giving God the fat, Israel was saying, Lord, we are giving You the very fuel we need to survive this desert. We trust You to sustain our physical bodies. What does this mean to us believers today? Paul tells us in Philippians 4:13, I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. Just as Israel relied on God’s provision of fatness (oil and Manna and quail) to survive the physical wilderness, the believer relies entirely on the rich, dense Grace of the Holy Spirit to survive the spiritual wilderness of this world. God doesn't just give us enough Grace to barely get by; He gives us the fatness of His presence to thrive. Why go through so much explanation on fat? Because there are no wasted words in Bible. Man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.

De 8:3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live. Le 7:6 Every male among the priests shall eat thereof: it shall be eaten in the holy place: it is most holy. 7 As the sin offering is, so is the trespass offering: there is one law for them: the priest that maketh atonement therewith shall have it. The priest who administered the offering was allowed to eat from it. This is spiritual identification with the sacrifice. For believers, we are a priest (1 Peter 2:9). We feed on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for our spiritual sustenance. Le 7:8 And the priest that offereth any man's burnt offering, even the priest shall have to himself the skin of the burnt offering which he hath offered. The priest kept the skin. This mirrors Genesis 3, where God killed an animal to clothe Adam and Eve in skins to cover their nakedness and shame. For us, Jesus was stripped of His clothes on the cross so that we could be clothed in His righteousness. As our High Priest, Christ provides the skin (the robe of righteousness) that covers our spiritual nakedness. 

Le 7:9 And all the meat offering that is baken in the oven, and all that is dressed in the fryingpan, and in the pan, shall be the priest's that offereth it. 10 And every meat offering, mingled with oil, and dry, shall all the sons of Aaron have, one as much as another. The meat offering (better translated as grain or meal offering) contained no blood. It represented Christ’s perfect, sinless humanity and His life of service, mingled with oil (the Holy Spirit). Whether the meal offering was baked, fried, or dry, it was shared equally among the sons of Aaron, one as much as another. No believer has more of Christ's righteousness than another. We all share equally in the spiritual provision of His perfect life. Ephesians 4:7: But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Le 7:11 And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he shall offer unto the LORD. The peace offering was a voluntary offering expressing gratitude, fellowship, and friendship with God. It was the only offering where the offeror, the priest, and God all shared a meal together from the same animal. Because Jesus fulfilled all these offerings, we now live in a perpetual peace offering state with God. We can now have fellowship with the Father. Romans 5:1: Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Le 7:12 If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried. When an Israelite brought a peace offering out of pure gratitude (a thanksgiving offering), it had to be accompanied by various grain cakes. These cakes were unleavened (made without yeast) and heavily incorporated oil, either mingled into the dough or anointed on top. Leaven (yeast) consistently represents sin, malice, and hypocrisy because it sours and puffs up dough. Oil represents the Holy Spirit. Fine flour represents perfect consistency. These unleavened, oil-infused cakes point directly to the sinless, Spirit-filled humanity of Jesus Christ. Believers today as priests, our thanksgiving to God is not a mechanical ritual; it is based on the sinless life of Jesus and our new, unleavened life in Him. Paul instructs believers in 1Cor 5:7–8: Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Le 7:13 Besides the cakes, he shall offer for his offering leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offerings. This is highly unusual. Most offerings strictly forbade leaven. Yet, here in the peace offering, God commands leavened bread to be brought alongside the unleavened cakes. Why? Because the peace offering is a shared meal between a holy God, the priest, and the human worshiper. The unleavened cakes represented Jesus (perfectly sinless). The leavened bread represents us, the redeemed human worshipers. God is showing that because of the blood of the sacrifice, He can sit down and have fellowship with people who still have the presence of sin (leaven) lingering in their mortal flesh. Paul emphasizes that while we are still dealing with the presence of sin in our flesh, we are fully accepted and at peace with God because of Christ's perfect sacrifice. God welcomes our praise, leaven and all, because we are covered by Jesus. Le 7:14 And of it he shall offer one out of the whole oblation for an heave offering unto the LORD, and it shall be the priest's that sprinkleth the blood of the peace offerings. The bread was lifted up vertically (heaved) to God, then given to the blood-sprinkling priest. It points to the resurrection and ascension of Christ. 

Our High Priest was exalted to give us life. Today we focus upward on our exalted Savior for our daily spiritual strength. Le 7:15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day that it is offered; he shall not leave any of it until the morning. Thanksgiving meat had to be eaten the same day, no leftovers allowed. This forced families to invite neighbors/the poor to help eat it, creating immediate fellowship. Le 7:16 But if the sacrifice of his offering be a vow, or a voluntary offering, it shall be eaten the same day that he offereth his sacrifice: and on the morrow also the remainder of it shall be eaten: 17 But the remainder of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burnt with fire. 18 And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings be eaten at all on the third day, it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be imputed unto him that offereth it: it shall be an abomination, and the soul that eateth of it shall bear his iniquity. A vow, or a voluntary offering could be eaten on days 1 and 2, but meat left until the 3rd day was an abomination. In the desert heat, meat rots by day 3 (corruption). Jesus rose on the 3rd day, seeing no corruption. Today mixing Christ’s finished work with stale, dead, legalistic human efforts undermines faith. Righteousness is imputed by faith alone. Then the greatest degree of the peace offering is the voluntary offering. 

There is no particular reason to praise the Lord nor has He done anything special for us, but just praising and worshiping Him because we love Him. This tells us of a rejoicing spirit at all times. Le 7:19 And the flesh that toucheth any unclean thing shall not be eaten; it shall be burnt with fire: and as for the flesh, all that be clean shall eat thereof. 20 But the soul that eateth of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, that pertain unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, even that soul shall be cut off from his people. Sacrificial meat touching anything unclean was burned. Anyone eating the offering while unclean was cut off. Contamination ruins fellowship. Today while eternal salvation is secure, our daily fellowship is broken by worldly compromise. We must examine ourselves, especially at the Lord’s Table. 2 Cor 6:17, 1Cor 11:27–29  Touch no unclean thing; examine yourself so you do not partake unworthily. Le 7:21 Moreover the soul that shall touch any unclean thing, as the uncleanness of man, or any unclean beast, or any abominable unclean thing, and eat of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which pertain unto the LORD, even that soul shall be cut off from his people. 22 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 23 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Ye shall eat no manner of fat, of ox, or of sheep, or of goat. 

24 And the fat of the beast that dieth of itself, and the fat of that which is torn with beasts, may be used in any other use: but ye shall in no wise eat of it. 25 For whosoever eateth the fat of the beast, of which men offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, even the soul that eateth it shall be cut off from his people. The fat belongs to God. He is the only that can really appreciate the inward traits of Christ. Eating the fat of sacrificial animals (ox, sheep, goat) was strictly forbidden under penalty of death. 26 Moreover ye shall eat no manner of blood, whether it be of fowl or of beast, in any of your dwellings. 27 Whatsoever soul it be that eateth any manner of blood, even that soul shall be cut off from his people. Drinking or eating any of the blood in any dwelling was a capital offense. Leviticus 17:11 explains the life of the flesh is in the blood. Blood represents the life-source and was reserved exclusively for the altar to make atonement. Our spiritual life is entirely sustained by the shed blood of Jesus. Le 7:28 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 29 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, He that offereth the sacrifice of his peace offerings unto the LORD shall bring his oblation unto the LORD of the sacrifice of his peace offerings. 

30 His own hands shall bring the offerings of the LORD made by fire, the fat with the breast, it shall he bring, that the breast may be waved for a wave offering before the LORD. The worshiper had to bring the sacrifice with his own hands; he couldn't delegate it. The breast was horizontally waved before God, then given to the priest. A wave offering moved horizontally toward the four corners of the earth, showing God's ownership of all things. The breast represents the seat of affection and love. Today, no one can worship or step into salvation for you; it requires personal faith. Christ waved His perfect love to the whole world, and we now bring our personal love and affections directly to God. Le 7:31 And the priest shall burn the fat upon the altar: but the breast shall be Aaron's and his sons. This breast is the part that is given unto the priest. This tells us that we enter into the very affections of Christ. John at the last supper is a good example of this when he leaned upon Jesus’ breast. He really entered in and partook of the affections of Christ. He had closer and more intimate fellowship with Jesus than any other of the disciples. Le 7:32 And the right shoulder shall ye give unto the priest for an heave offering of the sacrifices of your peace offerings. 

This tells us that he partakes of the strength of Christ. How very important as we enter into the real fellowship represented by the peace offering, we partake deeply of the affections of Jesus and also of the very strength of Christ. Le 7:33 He among the sons of Aaron, that offereth the blood of the peace offerings, and the fat, shall have the right shoulder for his part. The basis of the offering is the blood. Because of the blood of Jesus we are able to enter in and have fellowship with God. 34 For the wave breast and the heave shoulder have I taken of the children of Israel from off the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them unto Aaron the priest and unto his sons by a statute forever from among the children of Israel. 35 This is the portion of the anointing of Aaron, and of the anointing of his sons, out of the offerings of the LORD made by fire, in the day when he presented them to minister unto the LORD in the priest's office; 36 Which the LORD commanded to be given them of the children of Israel, in the day that he anointed them, by a statute forever throughout their generations.37 This is the law of the burnt offering, of the meat offering, and of the sin offering, and of the trespass offering, and of the consecrations, and of the sacrifice of the peace offerings; 

38 Which the LORD commanded Moses in mount Sinai, in the day that he commanded the children of Israel to offer their oblations unto the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai. God summarizes all the major offerings (Burnt, Meal, Sin, Trespass, Consecration, Peace) commanded at Mount Sinai in the wilderness. This covers the entire range of human need; from total devotion (burnt) and sinless humanity (meal) to payment for sin (sin/trespass), positional setting apart (consecration), and fellowship (peace). Today Jesus didn't just fulfill one offering; He perfectly wrapped up all six categories into a single, finished sacrifice on the cross. We have total completeness in Christ. Col 2:10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: Heb 10:14 For by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified. The Fuel of the Wilderness was that by demanding the fat on the altar, God didn't ask for waste; He asked for the most calorie-dense, life-saving fuel in the desert, proving that true love trusts Him with our very survival. In turn, His love provided the fatness of Manna and migratory quail to sustain Israel physically, a beautiful shadow of how Christ’s finished sacrifice now fuels and sustains our souls through the spiritual wilderness of this life.
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