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The Apostle Paul wrote this epistle of Philippians from a Roman prison cell. Although his circumstances were not pleasant, he speaks throughout this book of rejoicing in the Lord. This small book is the joy book of the Bible. In its four chapters we find the following significant words: Rejoice ... Rejoicing ... Rejoiced and Joy. As we study this book, we soon realize that herein is a message that causes us to truly rejoice in the Lord; for it is in the book of Philippians that we find we are on a racecourse running to win the Lord Jesus Christ as our Prize. The book of Philippians is not written to general Christendom. The book of Corinthians is written for correction for Christendom. Philippians represents a very special company of people. There are many that do not really get to this place in their actual experience to where they really understand what Paul is talking about. We need to understand not only in our minds but in our experience as well as did the Apostle Paul. Php 1:1 Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Philippi means lover of horses. What is significant about this meaning, in relation to the truth contained in this book? It is in this epistle that we read of the believer's race and race course. 

These Philippian saints were lovers of the horse or lovers of the race course. This is what is brought out in the book of Philippians. The race has nothing to do with salvation. Salvation is a free gift. Winning Christ is not an automatic. We must qualify for this place of winning Christ. For a commentary of the race see: 1Co 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. King Saul in the Old Testament started with great promise and received the kingdom, but he refused to discipline his flesh. He yielded to the fear of man, offered unlawful sacrifices, and compromised on God's exact commands. He remained a king of Israel historically, but he lost his crown, his joy, and his reward; he became a castaway. Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. A runner cannot sprint while wearing heavy winter coats or carrying unnecessary baggage. When Gideon gathered an army of 32,000 men to fight the Midianites (Judges 7), God systematically stripped the army down. First, 22,000 men who were fearful left. Then, God tested how they drank water at the river. Those who got on their knees and buried their faces in the water were sent home; only the 300 men who stayed alert, lapping water while keeping their eyes on the horizon, were chosen. The 300 men represented spiritual alertness and sobriety. The kneelers became so consumed with refreshing their flesh that they forgot they were in enemy territory. The 300 took what they needed to survive, but they never let earthly comforts pull their eyes off the mission. 1Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. We must be on guard. Many things are not clearly sin, but they are weights, distractions, comfort, fear, and self-indulgence which make us unfit for the spiritual racecourse. Running requires a focused vision (Looking unto Jesus). 

When Elijah was about to be taken up to heaven (2 Kings 2), he tested Elisha multiple times, telling him to stay behind at Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, and Jordan. Elisha refused to be distracted or settled for past victories. He kept his eyes locked on his master, saying, As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you! Because Elisha kept his gaze fixed until the very end, he received the double portion. Today much of what is called love in the modern church is a sentimental counterfeit, not divine love. Pretend Love avoids correction, tickles ears, and prioritizes immediate emotional comfort over long-term spiritual growth. It leaves believers as spiritual infants. 2Ti 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; Divine Love starts with Jesus as our first love (Rev 2:4). True divine love demands truth. 2Th 2:10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. Like a surgeon using a scalpel to remove a tumor, divine love cuts through self-deception and sin so that the soul can heal and grow. Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. 

When Jesus corrected the churches in Revelation, He said, Re 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Hard truth is not the absence of love; it is the ultimate proof of it. Writing from a Roman prison cell, Paul doesn't just teach the definition of divine love, he demonstrates it in his attitude toward God, his friends, and even his personal enemies. The most direct contrast between divine and counterfeit love in Chapter 1 is seen in the motives of the preachers in Rome. Philippians 1:15–17  Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will: The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defense of the gospel. These other preachers used the preaching of the Gospel as a tool for competition, envy, and personal status (contention, not sincerely). They pretended to love God and preach His truth, but their true motive was to stir up rivalries and make Paul’s imprisonment more painful. Fake love uses spiritual titles and church work to advance self. The divine love that Paul teaches is instead of getting bitter, defensive, or attacking them to protect his reputation, Paul responded with supernatural joy. 

Phil 1:18 What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretense, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. Divine love does not care who gets the spotlight or credit; it only cares that Christ is exalted. Fake love seeks personal glory; divine love seeks the glory of the First Love, Jesus Christ. Many people equate love with blind acceptance, but Paul prays for a very specific kind of love for the Philippian believers:  Phil 1:9–10 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ. Fake Love is emotional and undiscerning. It refuses to correct, call out error, or insist on holiness because it fears hurting feelings or causing conflict. Divine Love is rooted in knowledge and judgment (discernment). It loves people enough to point them toward things that are excellent so they can stand sincere and without offence before God. Divine love knows that unexamined compromise will disqualify a believer on the racecourse. Paul expresses intense personal affection for these saints, calling God as his witness: Php 1:8 For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels (deep affection) of Jesus Christ. 

Divine Love springs directly from Christ’s heart inside the believer (the affection of Jesus Christ). Paul did not love them with mere natural, human sympathy; he loved them with Christ’s own sacrificial, unshakeable love that sustained him even behind iron bars. Php 1:2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy. The Apostle Paul opens his heart to the saints at Philippi with a greeting that sets the foundation for the entire letter. Even while sitting in a dark, restrictive Roman prison cell, Paul begins not with complaints, self-pity, or requests for bail, but with grace, peace, thanksgiving, and joy. When viewed through the lens of running the Christian race to win Christ as the Prize, these opening verses reveal deep spiritual truths of divine love from superficial love. Grace is God's divine power, and the spiritual energy given to the believer to run the race and overcome the flesh. You cannot run the race in human willpower; you must run by grace. Peace is the inner stillness and quiet confidence that guards the heart, even when external circumstances, like Paul's prison chains are chaotic. 

Php 1:4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy. Paul’s thought in V4 of these saints was as bringing wonderful glory to him. When we see the fruitfulness that is manifest in some people’s lives it really does bring a wave of glory and thankfulness to the Lord for what He has done. Paul rejoiced for these saints. The word joy is mentioned 14 times in this epistle. Paul actually founded this assembly when he was forbidden by the Holy Ghost to go into Asia and he went over into Macedonia to help. This Philippian assembly is the same as the Macedonia assembly and it is the result of that effort. They came out of much heartache and sorrow which is found in the book of Acts. Php 1:5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Philippians 1:5 and 1:6 are structurally and spiritually inseparable. Many separate these two verses and only focus on God will perform it; and I don’t have any responsibility, which is a lie from the devil! We cannot separate these two verses. Verse 6 begins with a participle, Being confident...which links directly back to verse 5. Paul’s confidence that God will finish His work in the Philippians is not an unconditional guarantee dropped out of thin air; it is anchored in their active fellowship in the gospel. 

These two verses fit together and what this means for believers on the racecourse: Paul says, Being confident of this very thing, he is saying: Because I see your active fellowship and partnership in the gospel from day one until now, I am fully persuaded that God is actively working in you and will bring His work to full perfection. If a believer cuts themselves off from fellowship in the gospel, refusing to participate, refusing to be corrected, they are stepping off the racecourse. They cannot claim the promise of verse 6 for their growth. God performs His work in and through our active yielding, obedience, and partnership with the truth of the Gospel. Fellowship is active participation, not passive sitting. The word translated as fellowship in verse 5 is the Greek word koinonia. In modern church culture, fellowship often means drinking coffee or chatting after a service. But in first-century Greek, koinonia meant a joint-venture partnership, like two business partners pooling their resources, risks, and labor for a single goal. The Philippians did not merely receive the gospel; they partnered in it. They shared in Paul's sufferings, supported his ministry, stood with him in his imprisonment, and actively preached the truth in their own city. Their fellowship was the evidence that they were on the racecourse. 


The danger in Christendom is they use verse 6 out of its context and treat it like an unconditional safety net: God started a work in me when I said a prayer, so He will finish it no matter how I live, whether I care about the gospel or not. That is a dangerous misunderstanding. Salvation is a gift, but winning Christ as the Prize requires staying in the race (1 Cor 9:24–27). God’s promise to perform is to bring to full end maturity. His work is given to a running church for the prize, a people who are in koinonia with the gospel. When we walk in fellowship with the truth, God supplies the divine power to keep us, cleanse us, and push us toward the finish line. As Jesus said in John 15:5: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. The abiding and the fellowship come first; the performing and the fruit-bearing follow. These Philippian saints were special to Paul. They had stood with Paul since they first heard the truth. Php 1:5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; These people really participated in the message. They were not just simply takers; they were givers also. That is what participation means. It means there is a giving as well as a taking. They received from Paul but they also freely gave to him. That doesn’t just mean they gave him money, but they gave themselves. This is what pleased Paul so much. 

This was a joy and a glory and a wonder to Paul. These people were really given over to the gospel. Php 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Notice what he was confident of. It was He which hath begun a good work. God has such an inheritance in us His people. God has such a tremendous investment in redemption. He has the investment of His Son who gave absolutely everything for us. We find that He wants to give that back to His Son which is the absolute fullness of redemption. So God is doing a very special thing. So who began that good work in you? It is God Himself and it is through the power of the Holy Spirit. He will perform it or He will finish it until the day of Jesus Christ. So God has a definite work to do in the lives of His people. Look at Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. God has done this. He has begun a good work in you and then he will also complete it or perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Sometimes we get discourage and we don’t see anything going on around us and we let the enemy focus in on all the negative things. 

When this happens, let us turn it around and read this scripture that He who hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. It is God’s responsibility to finish the work. It is not my responsibility to finish the work. My responsibility is to yield to Him. It is my responsibility to be the willing clay in the potter’s hand, but it is God’s responsibility to finish His work in me. Php 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. Then notice it is all in view of the day of Christ. This is a promise for Macedonian saints. The scriptural truth is that the Potter shapes the clay, while the clay's only job is to remain soft and yielded in His hands. Our responsibility as a believer is not to manufacture spiritual growth out of human effort, but rather to yield our will, stay pliable, and obey the light we have. It is God's responsibility to supply the grace, do the shaping, and carry the work through to completion. This promise carries special meaning in the context of the Macedonian saints, as Philippi was a prominent city in Macedonia. 

As Paul notes in 2 Corinthians 8, the Macedonian church faced severe trials of affliction and deep poverty, yet they first gave their own selves to the Lord. The Macedonian company represents believers who refuse to let outward trials, prison walls, or personal weakness stop them in following the Gospel. They understand that because they have yielded themselves completely as willing clay, God is faithful to complete what He started in them. True Macedonian saints are not passive but active partners in the gospel, contending for the truth of the gospel regardless of the personal cost. A Macedonian saint hungers for the love of truth. They do not seek soft, tickling preaching that protects human pride or hides compromise. They welcome the correcting blade of God's Word because they know divine love cleanses and refines them so they can stand blameless on the Day of Jesus Christ. They Run with their eyes fixed on the prize; pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
A Macedonian saint recognizes the vital distinction between salvation as a free gift and winning Christ as the ultimate Prize. 

Like the 300 men in Gideon’s army who lapped water while keeping their eyes on the horizon, a Macedonian saint uses the things of this world without getting consumed by them. They live with spiritual discipline, temperance, and single-minded focus, running their daily race in view of the Day of Jesus Christ. They gave of themselves unto the Lord and then unto Paul. 2Co 8:5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. Php 1:7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. This should be translated: Because you have me in your heart. This in context with what Paul is talking about. It simply means they had a very soft place for Paul or very special place for Paul in their hearts. How did he know that? There are 3 good reasons for that. #1 inasmuch as both in my bonds, and #2 in the defense and #3 confirmation of the gospel you all are partakers of my grace. 3 ways in which Paul knew that they were in Holy sympathy with him and that they really entered into his afflictions. They were partakers of that and here Paul calls it partakers of my grace. My grace! His bonds and his defense of the Gospel; and his confirmation of the Gospel; he calls all of that partakers of my grace. 

We find in different places where grace is used in some very unlikely ways. So inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. They were not ashamed of Paul. They were not ashamed of his gospel; they were not ashamed of his bonds; they indeed partook of that. This what genuine spiritual partnership looks like. Translating and understanding the phrase, “because you have me in your heart, fits the exact flow of Paul’s thought and highlights the deep, affectionate unity between Paul and these Macedonian believers. While many professed believers would turn away from a minister who ended up in a Roman prison, the Philippians refused to abandon him. They had a special, soft place for Paul in their hearts, and Paul identifies three distinct proofs that proved their deep sympathy and shared commitment: Php 1:8 For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. Here is another one of those places where that Paul could not express it. We cannot look into the heart of someone and tell how much desire they have for the truth. Sometimes we have such a great desire for people to know the Lord. But God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. When scripture speaks of the bowels, it tells us of the most intimate things. It is the inner most being. In the bowels of Jesus Christ; it the most intimate relationship and the intimate love of Christ within Paul. This is what longed after them. 

In modern English, the word bowels sounds cold, but in the Greek, the word refers to the seat of the deepest, most tender emotions. Many today desire to abound in gifts, abilities, and works. Yet Paul’s desire for these saints and us is to abound. That our love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment. It was the fellowship in the gospel that these Macedonian saints had and abounded in. Php 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment;  It was in Spiritual knowledge. Knowledge without love puffs up. Paul wanted their knowledge to be a result of divine love. This is so important for us that our love would abound in knowledge. It means in the knowledge of the scripture. In the knowledge of Christ. The more that we love Christ, the more knowledge that we obtain of Him and the more love that we have and it continues abounding. Paul had been giving thanks all this time for the people and what they meant to him, but now he begins to pray. He says that your love may abound yet more and more. Notice they had a tremendous love for Paul already and Paul knew that. But he prayed for more of that love for them. We find this pattern with Paul. He is one who commends people and he is not afraid to commend people for what they have. 

But he also says as wonderful as this is; I don’t want you to stop here. I don’t want you to reach a plateau and think this is it and become complacent. Complacency is probably one of the greatest enemies of the Church today. It is wonderful to meditate and rejoice in what God has done but we must never get to a place where we become complacent and think this is it. The word abound means to outnumber or to be over and above. That is the type of love that the Apostle Paul wanted us to have. Ignorance of God's Word stunts the growth of the new life. What is ignorance? It is ignoring the truth. We must study the word. We must have knowledge of the scripture. The more that we love Christ, the more knowledge that we obtain of Him and the more love that we have and it continues abounding. Then all judgment and the word means intelligence or discernment or perception. So it is love that controls these things. The reason for that is in V10. Php 1:10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; Only love can do this. Paul says I want you to have that love that you may #1 you may approve things that are excellent or that differ. #2 that you may be sincere. #3 that you may be without offence till the day of Christ. 

So the abounding love in knowledge and in all judgment or discernment or perception will produce the values that we find in V10. That is the only way that they come. Everything is predicated or based on divine love and that being the love of Christ and coming to the knowledge of Him. The word sincere means tested by sunlight. It means tested by the word of God. Divine love is the only thing that can test. The word offence means to kick the toe and stumble. It is divine love concerning His truth and the knowledge that we talked about in V9. This is the only way we can avoid stumbling over obstacles. Sometimes people get so hung up over certain resentments and they stumble. They cannot be objective. Paul's desire for these saints was that their life be filled with the fruits of righteousness which comes from the very life of Christ. Php 1:11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. The fruits of righteousness come only by Jesus Christ. They do not come by law or by works or charitable giving. Filled with the fruits of righteousness comes only by Jesus Christ. In John 15, Jesus gave us the parable of the vine and the branches. The branches draw their life from the vine and thus produce that very life of the vine. We draw divine love from the vine and then we begin to express that to those around us. 

Then it is unto the glory and praise of God. The fruitfulness that we produce is #1 not for man; it is for God. But if we produce fruitfulness to God first, we will be a benefit to men. But that is not the primary purpose. The primary purpose of our fruitfulness is to be a glory to God. When we produce the fruits of righteousness which are a direct result of that life of Christ being reproduced in us then it is unto the glory and to the praise of God. The byproduct of that will be beneficial to men. It is the life of Christ that is the source as explained in John 15 the vine and the branches. The branches draw their life from the vine and thus produce that very life of the vine. This is how a believer grows on the racecourse without falling into the deadly trap of complacency. Paul’s transition from thanksgiving (verses 3–8) to specific intercession (verses 9–11) reveals that no matter how far a believer or a church has come, they must never settle on a spiritual plateau. Growth is an ongoing, dynamic cycle: Divine Love leads to Spiritual Knowledge, which produces Discernment, resulting in Spiritual Integrity, and ultimately yielding the Fruit of Righteousness. Therefore, Run to Win: Bearing Fruit by Faith!
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