Philippians 2:9-16 September 24, 2026 The Power of Christ’s Love Working Within You!
Thank God the story does not end with verse 8. There were 7 steps downward and now there are 7 steps upward concerning Christ. Php 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: Wherefore always points back to what preceded it before. Because Christ willing came down those seven steps, God has highly exalted Him. The beginning of Jesus’ exaltation in Acts 2:24 was that God raised Jesus from the dead. Ac 2:24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. Jesus’ high exaltation is divided into two parts; #1 is found in Acts 2:24. This where God raised Him up by the power of the Holy Spirit. The 2nd phase of that high exaltation is found in Eph 1:20 where is set Him at the right hand of God. Eph 1:20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places. So He not only raised Jesus from the dead but He set Him at His own right hand. Then #3 in Php 2:9 He has given Him a name, which is above every name. Compare this with Mr 16:17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

The Name of Jesus is greater than any other name. Ac 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
Php 2:9 ……..His name is above every name: There is no other name above Jesus name. The name of Jesus is universal. It doesn’t mean every man has accepted it and sometimes they spit upon it, but His name is universal. Philippians 2:9 marks a dramatic turning point in scripture, transitioning from the ultimate humility of Christ’s self-emptying to His glorious exaltation by God the Father. This journey of high exaltation unfolds in phases across the New Testament, heavily foreshadowed throughout the Old Testament. In Genesis 37–41, Joseph experienced a figurative descent into the pit and prison through no fault of his own, yet God brought him out of the pit to save many lives. Similarly, in Genesis 22, Isaac was bound upon the altar, but Abraham received him back as a type of resurrection, believing that God was able to raise the dead. Just as Jonah emerged from the belly of the fish after three days and nights, Christ's was raised from the tomb and He broke the legal claim of sin and death, proving He was the spotless Lamb of God. Then Jesus was enthroned at the Right Hand of God. 

Ephesians 1:20 outlines the second phase of His exaltation, explaining that after raising Christ from the dead, God set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places. To sit at the right hand signifies receiving supreme power, honor, and judicial authority. This moment fulfills the royal prophecy of Psalm 110:1, where David said, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. It also echoes the Old Testament account of Joseph being taken from Pharaoh’s prison and placed second-in-command over all of Egypt. He was given Pharaoh's own signet ring. He had total rule and authority over the land. In the same way, the Father brought Christ from the lower parts of the earth directly to the highest throne of the universe. Then, the absolute reliance on the divine name reflects foundational Old Testament truths. When Moses asked for God’s identity in Exodus 3:14, God revealed Himself as I AM THAT I AM, declaring His absolute sovereignty. Similarly, when David confronted Goliath in 1Samuel 17:45, he conquered the giant not by his own strength, but by coming in the supreme name of the Lord of hosts. Proverbs 18:10 further reinforces that the name of the Lord is a strong tower where the righteous find safety. 

Though many in the world may currently reject or dishonor the Name of Jesus, His name remains universally supreme, holding ultimate legal and spiritual authority over every power, sickness, and circumstance in the universe. Php 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; Then the 6th upward step is exaltation in Php 2:11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Every tongue will confess either willingly or by mandate. This verse does not teach that all will be ultimately be saved. We who believe, gladly bow the knee to the Lord today. Yet Christ rejecters will be forced on the day of judgment to admit that Jesus was the sin bearer, bowing their knee in judgment. Every tongue is going to confess Jesus Christ. Then 7th step upward is that Jesus Christ is Lord. The total name is Lord Jesus Christ which means Lord Jesus Anointed. He is the Lord over all. He is Jesus as a man and He is God’s anointed Christ. Then to the glory of God the Father. The Father is glorified by Jesus’ work of redemption. This passage does not teach universal salvation, but rather universal acknowledgment of His supreme lordship. 

For review the seven upward steps detailed in these verses are: 1. God highly exalted Him; 2. God gave Him a name above every name; 3. Every knee should bow at the name of Jesus; 4. Submission of things in heaven; 5. Submission of things in earth; 6. Submission of things under the earth; 7. Every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. While believers joyfully bow their knees and confess His lordship in faith today, those who reject Him will eventually be compelled on the day of judgment to bow and admit that He is the righteous Judge and Lord of all. In the Old Testament in Isaiah 45:23, the Lord swore an oath by Himself, declaring that unto Him every knee shall bow and every tongue shall swear. Then Pharaoh and the Egyptians were forced to acknowledge the ultimate power of God after attempting to defy Him, as well as when King Nebuchadnezzar was brought low in Daniel 4 until he confessed that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men. Just as the Philistines were forced to watch their idol Dagon fall flat on its face before the Ark of the Covenant in 1Samuel 5, every opposing power in creation will ultimately be brought low before the authority of Jesus Christ. The final upward step culminates in the full declaration that Jesus Christ is Lord, revealing the fullness of His divine identity and mission. 

The title Lord asserts His supreme deity and rulership, the name Jesus highlights His human incarnation as the Savior who bears the sins of the world, and the title Christ identifies Him as the Anointed One chosen by God. This ultimate confession directly fulfills the Messianic vision of Psalm 2. God places His Anointed King upon the holy hill of Zion and commands all kings and judges of the earth to bow and serve Him. This entire process of exaltation brings ultimate glory to God the Father. God the Father was glorified through Christ's redemptive work on the cross. The Father was glorified on the cross through the supreme display of His perfect holiness and boundless love, executing true justice against sin while extending mercy to humanity. By perfectly fulfilling the Father's eternal will in total obedience, Jesus Christ proved the Father's absolute faithfulness, wisdom, and righteousness to all creation. We see this also in the Old Testament temple when it was filled with the radiant glory of God whenever His righteous order and authority were established among His people. Ps 2:6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 

Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. When shall every knee bow to that Name? On the Day of Judgment. Revelation 20:7-15. Today we believers bow willing and we bow lovingly and adoringly at the name of Jesus. Look how far it reaches in Php 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; None will escape, all must bow and recognize the authority of Christ. Only a few now bow the knee in actual reverence and worship in Jesus' name. Men bow their knees to other men. Today is a time of man-worship. But very soon, the whole world, except those few in heaven and on earth who truly believe on Jesus, will wonder after the beast (a devil-endowed usurper) and worship his image in Rev. 13. Idolatry will reach its climax. But then suddenly, He whose right it is to reign, Jesus the Christ will overthrow every false religious system and false god, and compel men to bow to His absolute sovereignty. Php 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. These Philippian saints always obeyed. The word wherefore connects this verse directly to the preceding passage about Jesus’ humility and exaltation. 

Because Christ perfectly humbled Himself, obeyed the Father, and was highly exalted, believers are called to follow His pattern of active obedience in their daily lives As ye have always obeyed... Paul commends the Philippian believers for their consistent obedience to God’s word when he was with them, but he urges them to demonstrate even greater spiritual maturity in his absence. Their faith and obedience was not to depend on Paul's physical presence or oversight as their spiritual leader, but on their personal relationship with God. Work out your own salvation... 
He does not say to work for your salvation. Salvation is a free gift received by grace through faith, not by works. However, once that salvation is planted inside a believer through the indwelling Christ, it must be put into practice. We must make it practical. Making the implanted life of Christ practical involves daily cooperation with the indwelling Holy Spirit through a life of surrender, abiding, and obedience. We make our inward salvation practical by yielding our daily choices, desires, and actions to the authority of Christ instead of following our natural inclinations. This process requires us to consistently feed on Scripture and maintain unbroken communion with God through prayer, which aligns our minds with His truth and provides the spiritual strength needed to obey His word. 

Furthermore, we must acknowledge our human weakness and rely entirely on the Holy Spirit's power rather than our own self-effort. It is by putting God's commands into practice through practical acts of forgiveness, humble service, love toward others, and faithful stewardship in our daily relationships and responsibilities. The result of making this inward salvation practical in our daily lives is what produces spiritual fruit.  A believer who abides in Christ will manifest the fruit of the Holy Spirit, which includes love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance. Jesus Himself confirmed this truth in John 15:5 when He declared that those who abide in Him will bring forth much fruit because apart from Him we can do nothing. This spiritual fruit is not something manufactured through human striving, but is the visible, outward expression of Christ's inward life demonstrating itself through our active surrender and obedience. Note: the Greek phrase for work out carries the idea of bringing something to its full completion or working out what is already inside. Just as a farmer works a field to bring forth the crop that is already in the soil, or a miner extracts the gold that is already in the mountain. 

A believer is called to manifest in daily life the salvation, righteousness, and resurrection life that God has already worked into their spirit. Then...with fear and trembling. This phrase does not mean living in terror of God's wrath or doubting one's salvation. Instead, fear and trembling describes a state of deep reverence, and awe of trust. It is the understanding that living the Christian life is a sacred responsibility, carried out in the presence of a holy God, relying entirely on His power rather than human self-sufficiency. Paul says Php 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. We can work out our salvation only because God is the One actively working in us. He gives us the desire and the power to do His good pleasure. Paul went down into death and came up in newness of life with Christ was His testimony and that must be ours as well. The secret of any victory is the life of the Lord Jesus Christ that has been implanted within us. It is only as we take our place in death, burial, and resurrection with Christ, that we are able to accomplish the things that Paul is talking about in these next few verses. What is our responsibility in this divine partnership? It is to actively yield our will and yield our daily walk to the Holy Spirit, allowing God to express through our actions what He has already worked into our spirit. 

God is the primary mover who works in us both the desire and the power to do His good pleasure. Our part is not to generate spiritual life through self-effort, but to surrender to His indwelling presence. Our responsibility is to continually reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive to God, taking our position in the death, burial, and resurrection with Christ as Paul describes in Galatians 2:20. We must acknowledge that our old self has been crucified, choosing to no longer let self-will or natural desires rule our decisions. Then our responsibility is to present our bodies to God as instruments of righteousness. While God provides the inward promptings and spiritual energy, we must use our physical feet to walk in obedience, our mouths to speak His truth, and our hands to perform His service. God will not force our obedience, so we must actively choose to yield our limbs and choices to His direction. Furthermore, our responsibility is to abide in Christ through consistent communion, feeding upon His word and remaining sensitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit. By keeping our minds stayed on Him and walking in constant prayer, we maintain an open channel through which His resurrection life flows unobstructed into our daily circumstances. 

And our responsibility is to promptly respond in obedience whenever God gives us the willingness and the strength to act. When the indwelling Spirit prompts us to forgive, to serve, to show kindness, or to turn away from temptation, we must execute this inward prompting, by working out the very salvation that God is working in. The fear of the Lord is simply giving Him complete rule and authority in our experience. This is the way we work out our own salvation is with fear and trembling. This is a good expression of the book of James. James is an exceeding practical book. It is a good example of working out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Jas 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. This shows the reverential fear and trembling: We recognize God’s supreme sovereignty which requires active surrender, repentance, and humbling oneself under His mighty hand. When we take this mind that Christ had, we indeed work out our own salvation and this salvation that God has given to us personally. There are two things God works in us. #1 to will and #2 to do of his good pleasure. Before a person can ever do anything he must have the want to. You have to have the will. Well it is God who works in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure. 

Once the want to is there then to do is expressed in a very outward and practical manner. It is not man’s good pleasure or what I would think is wonderful but it is of God’s good pleasure. Php 2:14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: This is the good pleasure of God that he is talking about. Murmuring means grumbling or muttering. It cannot be found in us if we are going to be the full overcomers that God would have us to be. So do all things that is for the good pleasure of God without murmurings and disputings. The word disputings means inward reasonings and opinions. Sometimes we dwell on why is God doing this or putting me through this or why that? Philippians 2:14 serves as a practical test for whether we are truly allowing God to work out His salvation within us, commanding believers to do all things without murmurings and disputings. This directive connects directly back to verse 13, because living without a complaining spirit is essential to fulfilling the good pleasure of God. When we allow Christ’s resurrection life to flow through us, our outward attitude aligns with His humble, obedient nature, leaving no room for an argumentative spirit. The word murmuring refers to secret grumbling, low-toned complaining, or an underlying atmosphere of discontent. 

When God presents something that challenges our personal comfort, control, or preferences, we don’t offer outright rebellion. Instead, an internal grumble takes over. This creats a friction between what God desires and what we want, which in turn affects our thoughts and attitude.
It causes us to pull back from the Spirit's prompt, causing the soul to be reluctant rather than yielding. This leads directly into a mental debate, where our thoughts scramble for arguments, asking questions or calculating costs to see if partial obedience will work. We start to ask, is there another way? As this hidden frustration builds, it eventually leaks out as a low-key grumble, showing up as subtle sighs, under-the-breath muttering, or private venting to friends to gain sympathy. The end result is unwilling obedience, where we do what is asked, but our spirit remains resistant. Unwillingness severely hinders what God can do within our personal spiritual life. When we give Him an unwilling heart, we create a bottleneck in our spiritual growth, because God is far more interested in transforming our heart than He is in simply getting us to go or do something. Spiritual growth requires genuine fellowship and trust, and when our heart is filled with quiet arguments and hidden resentment, we quench the Holy Spirit's ability to produce His joy, peace, and character in us. We may fulfill the duty, but we forfeit the transformation. 

God is patiently waiting for us to yield fully to Him. He does not force our will, nor is He satisfied with mere outward obedience that hides a complaining spirit. Instead, He pauses our progress at that precise point of resistance, holding us in place with loving patience until we recognize our secret friction, lay down our self-will, and surrender to His good pleasure with a willing, joyful heart. God is absolutely in control, and our grumbling is because we are trying to see the future with limited human vision, rather than trusting God’s divine foresight. We naturally resist and complain when faced with the unknown because we want to see the complete path before taking a step. But God calls us to walk by faith rather than sight. He sees the full picture ahead of us. He knows every bend in the road ahead, and produces every circumstance with our ultimate good and His highest glory in mind. When we grumble, we are revealing a temporary lapse in trusting His character. We allow our fear of the unknown to outweigh our confidence in His loving control. Shifted focus is the cure. Col 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  

How about: Pr 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. The moment we choose to trust His heart over our sight, our quiet complaining turns into a peaceful, willing surrender. In the Old Testament, this exact pattern of muttering and complaining was the direct product of unbelief and a lack of trust in God’s sovereign care. The Israelite journey through the wilderness provides clear Old Testament evidence of the danger of a murmuring heart. In Exodus 14:11–12, despite witnessing God’s miraculous plagues in Egypt, the Israelites immediately grumbled against Moses when trapped by Pharaoh's army, doubting God’s power to deliver them. Shortly after, in Exodus 16:2–3 and Exodus 17:3, Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron concerning bread and water, mistaking God’s testing for abandonment and failing to trust His provision. Later, in Numbers 14:1–4, after hearing the report of the ten spies, the congregation wept and murmured against God, refusing to enter the Promised Land out of fear of the giants, which ultimately resulted in forty years of wandering in the wilderness. God values real love and willing trust, so He never forces us to obey Him. 

When we complain and resist His plans, we build a wall between ourselves and His blessings. Rather than kicking that wall down, God steps back and waits for us to see our mistake. He helps us see our need for Him in two main ways. First, He lets us feel the painful results of our own choices, allowing our stubbornness to run its course until we get tired of struggling. Our inner peace remains empty with a dissatisfied heart. He wants us to realize that our grumbling is actually coming from a lack of faith. God waits patiently for us to realize that our way leads to frustration while His way leads to life. The moment we stop arguing and willingly yield our heart to Him, that wall crumbles, and His power of divine grace can freely flow through our lives. Just as physical Israel failed to enter the full inheritance of rest because of their unbelieving murmurs, believers today cannot become full spiritual overcomers if their lives are characterized by grumbling and discontentment. Again, the word disputings refers to internal reasonings, doubtful arguments, and intellectual questioning of God’s wisdom. It is the natural mind dwelling on questions like why God is allowing a specific hardship, why a trial is taking so long, or why a path is difficult. 

When believers surrender their own opinions and internal arguments, choosing instead to whole heartily trust that God is working all things for His good pleasure, the complaints vanish, allowing the peaceful, victorious life of Jesus Christ to shine clearly through our daily walk. Php 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless (or sincere), the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; We are to shine as lights in the world. This why we do all things that is for the good pleasure of God without murmurings and disputings. Most people think of doing things for God as though God wants to accomplish great things through them. What he is saying that all things have to be done according to the will and purpose of God, but do you know what the real results are? It is in Php 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless. God wants us to do this for the sake of His work in us; for what He has accomplished in our life not just through us to make us a great somebody. The real benefit is what God has done in us in the process. That we may be harmless the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; It is through these experiences that God teaches us to shine. He promises us to shine in this darken world. 

The real masterpiece of redemption for is not a grand public ministry, but a quiet, yielded believer whose outward life reflects the peaceful, unmurmuring nature of Jesus Christ. Jesus never complained about His journey to the cross. Why should we complain where God has us and where He is taking us to. Paul proved this truth through his own life while writing this letter from a dark Roman prison cell. Chained to a guard around the clock and facing an uncertain future, Paul possessed every human excuse to complain, doubt, and question God's methods. Instead of grumbling against his harsh circumstances, he yielded to the Father's work within him, allowing his prison cell to become the very platform from which his light burned the brightest. By choosing joy and submission over friction and complaint, Paul demonstrated that a believer's inner light is never dimmed by difficult surroundings, but is refined and revealed through them.
eHePhp 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. The source of our light is the Word of God. Christ’s life in us; holding forth the word of life. In our lives, we hold forth the word of life. There are those saints of God that are going to be a product of Paul’s ministry. 

So Paul says, I can rejoice in what God is doing as a result of my interest toward you. Believers are called to hold forth the Word of Life in their daily conduct. The phrase holding forth carries the dual meaning of holding fast to the truth of Scripture in our hearts and holding it out as a guiding light to those around us. Paul tells us to actively embody and present this word. In that we become the living evidence and joyful fruit of his apostolic labor, ensuring that his endurance and spiritual output were not in vain. Paul's deep interest toward the saints, which caused him to pour out his life for our growth, is rooted in genuine divine love and spiritual fatherhood. His love for the church is not a self-serving desire for personal prestige or human recognition, but a selfless, pastoral affection that longs to see Christ fully formed within every believer. He hazarded his life to protect the sheep, demonstrating that true spiritual leaders labor tirelessly out of authentic love for God’s people. When believers yield to the indwelling Christ and hold forth the Word of Life through practical obedience, they fulfill Paul's loving ambition for them. His supreme joy on the Day of Christ will not be found in worldly awards or personal achievements, but in presenting a mature, shining, and victorious group of full overcomers that stand as a lasting monument to God’s redeeming grace. This is the Power of Christ’s Love Working Within You!
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