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The book of  Romans corresponds to the book of Exodus which shows Israel delivered from bondage of Egypt. Romans reveals the truth of being delivered from the bondage of sin. It stands related to the other letters of Paul as the hub to the spokes of a wheel. It is the Genesis of Paul's writings. All the essentials of the other letters are embodied in this letter to the church at Rome. Chapter One deals the immoral man. Ro 16:22 I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord. He was believed to be a scribe. Paul wrote the book of Romans, and it was transcribed by Tertius around A.D. 57, likely from Corinth during his third missionary journey. This was written in Acts when Paul was in Corinth gathering an offering from the Gentile Christians for the church in Jerusalem and he planned to visit Rome. Paul wrote to the church in Rome to introduce himself and his gospel message, as he had not yet personally visited them. The position of Paul was somewhat delicate, why? He was a stranger to the saints at Rome. No doubt they had often heard of him. Maybe at first as a dangerous person. When they were assured of his conversion, and learning that he was an apostle to the Gentiles. The theme of this book is Gospel of God.

They might have even wondered why he had not visited them, especially when he had been as near to Rome as Corinth. So, Paul made known his deep personal interest in them. They were continually upon his heart and in all his prayers. Paul says to them, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all in Rom. l:8. This must have moved them to read with warmer interest this letter he had sent to them! This surely warmed their hearts as Paul remembered them before the throne of grace. We too prize the prayers of God’s dear saints more than all the riches of the world. Rom. 1:8. Paul was separated unto the Gospel of God Ro 1:1. We to are separated unto the Gospel. This means to be set apart and dedicated to the message of the Gospel through Jesus Christ. It is to live our life by this Gospel. This Gospel is the road map on how we are to live our lives. With this Gospel we must emphasize a life focused on God’s will and purpose. Paul was not bound by man. He was a servant of Jesus Christ and every minister of the Gospel must be the same way. Paul was accountable to Jesus Christ. He was separated unto Christ. 

He could not just preach what man wants him to preach or even be restricted by men to preach the truth. Ro 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,). God promised Christ all the way through the scriptures. The Gospel is announced all the way through the scriptures. There are many titles that Paul could have used, but he puts first his highest title: a servant of Jesus Christ. Isn’t that our title too? He glories in being a servant of the crucified Christ, a servant of him who was despised and rejected of men; so do we. Paul was called out from among men, effectually “called” of God “to be an apostle, separated” (set apart) “unto the Gospel of God.” He believed that he was separated for that purpose at his birth; but he was specially “separated unto the Gospel of God” on the road to Damascus. When a minister of this Gospel feels that he has nothing to do with anything else but the gospel; it commands all his thought, all his talent, all his time; there are just no words to describe this. Paul was called an Apostle from the very beginning, not that he would one day be an Apostle, but he was called an Apostle from the very beginning. God equipped him as an Apostle and separated him unto the Gospel of God. Paul was accountable to Jesus Christ to preach the message of Divine grace, which will deliver God’s people and give them an inheritance. 
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This was stated in Ac 26:17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. Paul was a Jew but his message of the Gospel of grace and glory was to the Gentiles right along with the Jew. Paul says in Ro 1:7 To all that be in Rome, (mostly Gentiles in Rome, the Roman Government that was over the Jew) beloved of God, called (to be is not in scripture, we are Holy by birth, it is not some far off thing) saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul is writing that the Gospel is for us. To all that be in Rome; the word Rome means strength, meaning our own strength. This is how we are when the Gospel comes to us. We can’t stay that way if we are going to receive the fullness of what God says. We will not learn God’s truth, or His ways, or walk in God’s ways if we continue walking in our own strength or in the flesh. God meets every person right where they are and then it is up to that person as to whether they try to defend and maintain that place of their own strength or whether they are willing to let the Lord change them.

Ro 1:3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; 4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of Holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: Here we have two things: Jesus is the Son of God and He is a human being, the Son of man. The resurrection proved who Jesus said He was. The resurrection proved Jesus’ own Spirit; the Spirit of Holiness is His righteousness. It is the righteous life that God declared to the world. Jesus said in Joh 16:10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; it was proven without a shadow of a doubt that redemption was complete and that God accepted the offering of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was not just another man. He died for our sin not His sin. He had no sin. He was holy. He was sent into the world to prove that He could not sin and to offer up His life a ransom for our sin. Jesus is as much the Son of God as he was the Son of man. The humanity is as true as the divinity, the divinity as true as the humanity. What a glorious Lord we serve! He is God’s Son: “Jesus Christ our Lord.” In his human nature, he is a Man “of the seed of David.” He was a man, therefore he died: and He rose again, for He was more than man: “declared to be the Son of God with power.” 

That Power is in the resurrection. Jesus was human just like we are. Paul said in Philippians, there were seven steps down that Jesus took when He came the first time. Php 2:5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: We have such trouble with this mind don’t we. 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. The Gospel in one word is Christ. Jesus Christ is the Gospel. The word Gospel means good tidings used in Lu 2:10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. The Gospel is not a bunch of rules and regulations or restrictions, but the Gospel is Christ. We must be careful how we handle this, Gospel. 1Jo 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
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We have died with Christ. Our old man is dead. We have died with Christ and we have been 
raised together with Him and we are now seated together with Christ in the Heavens. We must learn that in this study in Romans to have victory over that old man, the flesh and the enemy, the devil. Paul wrote - Ro 6:3  Know ye not, (don’t you know, you got to know) that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Ro 6:16 Know ye not, (don’t you. know) that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? Do we obey the new man or the old man. Then Peter wrote: 1Pe 2:19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. So many times, when someone comes against us, we want to take things into our own hands instead of knowing that God has ordered our steps and has allowed these things to come at us to test us. The Lord wants to see fruit in our lives and He sends things our way to boil the dross out of our lives. Many times, this scripture comes to us. Ga 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. Ro 1:5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name: 6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: Called of Jesus Christ. He has called us personally, He has called us effectually, He has called us out of the world, He has called us into fellowship with Himself: “the called of Jesus Christ.” The original version says: “call to be Jesus Christ’s.” those who are called by Christ, are called to be His. In V5 we have a twofold purpose. We have received the the grace for the obedience to the faith and to glorify His name.

Ro 1:7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: We are called saints not to be saints. We are saints! Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. You think of saints in Rome. God has beloved ones in the darkest parts of the earth. There is all the more reason for saints here because they are surrounded by sinners. They must have had true faith, or they could not have confessed Christ between the jaws of a lion, for they lived in Rome, with Nero hunting after Christians, as if they had been wild beasts, and yet they were not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. Isn’t that amazing. Ro 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. Their testimony was spoken of throughout the whole world. They had a great faith and a testimony before Paul ever was acquainted or went to them. These saints in Rome had such faith that the noise went abroad everywhere, and all people wondered at them.
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Ro 1:9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers; we must have this in our own lives and that is real service for God what is done in Spirit. There may be many things that we will do through our bodies, but the service has to begin in our spirit. This is what Paul is saying whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel. Paul was serving God even though it may not have been manifest in his mortal body. Yet it was in his spirit day after day. It was constant thing and so it must be in our own lives also. Paul preached wonderful sermons; but it was his prayers for them and us. When men of God are mighty in prayer, we owe much to them. Further, Paul prayed through his message in his epistles for Saints more than sinners. He did pray for sinners, but his overall burden of his message was for the Saints. Paul’s prayers are for the most part for the Saints. Ro 1:10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you. Paul made requests to God. The key word is request not demands. Some people when they pray, they are demanding of God. That was not the attitude of Paul nor should it be our attitude. Then Paul said that he might have a prosperous journey by the will of God. It was according to God’s will not Paul’s will, desire or command.

Ro 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; It was the Gospel of Grace which is the spiritual gift that Paul wanted to impart to them that they may be established or to set fast, or be immoveable in the Gospel. There is only one thing that will establish us and that is the Gospel. Even though Paul said in Ro 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. This is not enough that their faith had been spread throughout the world and the same thing is true in our lives as well. It does not matter how far we have come there is still more of the Gospel until the Lord takes us home. We can know all the truth because scripture promises that. The Holy Ghost shall lead you into all truth, but it will take us until the day we are taken out of this world to learn all that truth. That means we have to be constantly teachable and to be willing to learn. My hope, even though I am unqualified as I am to bless you, yet even this night all of you who are the people of God I hope that you may get some spiritual gift. I do not know what you want; but our heavenly Father does. May every one of you get, distinctly from his right hand, some spiritual gift to the end that you may be established, that you may get good root-hold, that you may be firmly fixed on the sure foundation, by the Gospel that is preached!

Ro 1:12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. This why we can have deeper fellowship with some people rather than others, because some people know the same truth. But there are others who don’t know that truth. It is the mutual faith of us that we really have fellowship around. Paul did not want to come to them as a dictator or superior to them. He wasn’t looking for that, but he wanted to impart this message to them so they could have the same thing that he did, so it would be a mutual faith between both of them.
Paul wanted his faith to establish theirs, and their faith to establish his. Christians grow rich by and exchange of spiritual possessions; some Christians are very poor because they do not engage in the spiritual exchanging with one another. Mal 3:16 Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. How is it now? They that fear not the Lord speak often one against another. That is a very sad difference. 
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When we blend our mutual faith: we are comforted together; each believer grows stronger as he cheers his brother in the Lord! That is the way it should be. Ro 1:13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) (let means hindered) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. Paul had good intentions to come, but God did not permit him. There are things in our lives that we want to do that are honorable; things that God would approve of; but for some reason God does not permit it. We must be sensitive to the Lord and not try to do something that He does not want us to do. Paul was hindered that he might have some fruit among you also even as among other Gentiles. Rome was full of iniquity; it was the den of the lions, where Nero was, who would speedily devour, like a lion, Paul the minister of Christ. Paul wanted somehow to get into that city and see some fruit for God even from the vine that was planted there; but he was hindered. In God’s timing, He can make Satan himself provide the body-guard for his faithful apostle’s journey.

Ro 1:14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.
The God who saved Paul, had saved him that he might preach the Gospel in every place he could reach. If we have received much from God, we are debtors to men. We are debtors not only to the respectable, but to the untrustworthy, debtors not only to those who come to a place of worship, but to the dwellers in the slums, “to the Greeks, and to the barbarians; to the wise and to the unwise.” The Gospel reaches man on every level. There are none too high, nor any too low for it to reach. Ro 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. What is the essential to this message becoming the power of God unto salvation in our lives? One must Believe! The Gospel is the power of God and not our testimony. The Gospel must be to the front when we witness to others rather than to magnify ourselves. Some preachers and people want to tell you what they have done and how many they led to the Lord, and so forth. 

But only the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation. We are not just talking about the initial new birth. That is just the very beginning. The word salvation simply means delivered. How many multiplied deliverances do we have in our lives. Delivered, spirit, soul, and body: The Gospel of Jesus Christ is available and powerful to deliver. And the only condition for the Gospel is this, “to everyone that believeth.” That is how all of God’s promises are obtained by faith. We are justified by faith or by believing. The only thing we must do to obtain this message is just to believe it. When God gives us a portion of truth, we in turn become a debtor to others. God makes us responsible to give to others what He has given to us. We cannot give what we do not have. God must first give it to us. In this Gospel of grace, God has the power or right to save sinners without any merit on their part. Then V17 tells us of the revelation that comes through the Gospel, to those who believe. It is the righteousness of God. Ro 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. For therein is in the Gospel. In the Gospel is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith. Revealed where? In us; the righteousness of the Gospel is revealed in me as I believe, which is just another way of saying Christ is revealed in me as I believe the message. 
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Paul said when God called him; Ga 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, 16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: To reveal His Son in me; this is true in our lives as God reveals Christ in me then I am able to preach Christ to others. Why? Because God is putting Christ on display in my life and Christ is the message that God wants me to preach to the rest of the world. And it is not necessarily by our words; although they are included but Christ is being reproduced in our lives is a testimony to the world. That uis what we will learn in Romans. The righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith; this means we don’t get it all at once. We go from level to level in believing God. We believe God today in a way that we could not believe Him yesterday. It is a growing process as we grow in faith and believe God. As it is written, The just shall live by faith. It is a growing in the life of faith. We receive it by experience little by little, as we believe and receive revelation of God’s word. It is a process of growth. This v17 introduces the second division of Romans. We have introduced Romans and now we see the immoral man.

Now we see, there is the other side, the wrath of God. Ro 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Through their wickedness they suppress the truth. Ro 1:19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them(not in them but should be to them); for God hath shewed it unto them. And then in v 20 tells how God showed to them. Ro 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Creation is the absolute expression and manifestation of God. In our day, it is no accident that men are trying their best to eliminate the teaching of creation in the schools. If they can get rid of creation, they can get rid of God and that is what they are trying to do. Just like they did all these years ago, they still trying to do the same today and that is deny that God is the creator of all things and they are without excuse and God has already clearly shown it to them. Notice this, Because that which may be known of God, it doesn’t mean when they were saved. This means that God creates every person with the knowledge that God is. 

Have you ever wondered why there are so many gods around the world? Why? Because God created in man the absolute necessity to worship God, but they don’t always worship The God, but they worship some god, because that is the way God created us. There are six steps downward that man took, Ro 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, 1) they glorified him not as God, 2) neither were thankful; but 3) became vain in their imaginations, and 4) their foolish heart was darkened. Ro 1:22 5) Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, Ro 1:23 6) And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Because God created them to worship God. They denied God and invented something else to fulfill that need that they have to worship God. God says if you believe anything you want to there is a consequence for not believing truth. If men do not believe the truth they will believe a lie.We must believe truth in order to shield us from believing the lie and that applies to any truth in the scripture. If man will not accept God and let God change him, then man will attempt to change God!
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Ro 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: v24 God gave them up in their body. V26 God gave them up in their soul. Ro 1:26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. The ungodly immorality that we have in our world today is not just the deeds of the body. It goes a whole lot deeper than the desire of the body. It goes way down deep into the soul of man. Men will pay the price for this because God said that this is absolutely wrong. It is the affections that are given up here. Receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. This means that there is a consequence today for violating God’s principal. God can justify His judgment, that is what He means by recompence of error which is meet, it is fitting that this judgment would come upon men.

V28 God gave them up in their spirit. Ro 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; The plan of redemption is the opposite of the fall. First, we must believe God in our spirit and that transfers to the cleansing of the soul, and then that transfers in the deeds of the body. Men spend all their time trying to clean up the deeds of the body. That doesn’t work. That is what the law tried to do but it didn’t work. God has to go to the spirit in the beginning which is the new birth. Our spirit is renewed the scripture says. Man fell body soul and spirit. And God has to rebuild man, spirit, soul and body. They will not let the truth work upon their hearts; they will not allow it to operate in their minds; but they try to make it an excuse for their sin. Convenient means indecent, unmentionable, improper. Which is true, the mind of man is running absolutely rampant to evil. Why because God has given them up in their minds or their spirit.

V29 is a catalog that men are so capable of.
Ro 1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: This describes the fallen nature of man. This is what man without God has come to and there is no way out except through Christ Himself. It is through the new birth. It is not through education or blaming things such as poverty and so on. Look at the attitude of such people. Ro 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. Men are not ignorant of the judgment of God, but judgment is not a deterrent. Men have no fear of such judgment v 32. Again, I remind you Romans here is talking about the immoral man. In all forms it is a direct result of  going away from God. The immoral man or the unsaved man; all he can do is sin. All they can do is change the truth of God into a lie, and worship the creature more than the Creator. II Thess. 2:11,12. Men must receive the either, the truth, and walk in the light; or they shall receive the other, the lie, and walk in the darkness. Ro1:29 is what man without God has come to and there is no way out except through Christ Himself. It is through the new birth. It is not through education or blaming things such as poverty and so on, as men are doing today. It is only by being born again and accepting the Lord Jesus Christ.
Comments from tonight’s Bible Study:
Key Lessons from Romans 1
1. We are Called and Set Apart- Every believer is a servant of Christ, set apart to live out and share the Gospel—not just pastors or missionaries.
2. The Gospel is Christ Himself - The Gospel isn’t a list of dos and don’ts—it’s the person of Jesus. The message of salvation is rooted in who He is and what He’s done.
3. The Power of the Resurrection - Jesus’ resurrection validates His divinity and the righteousness He offers. Our hope and identity are grounded in that power.
4. Faith is a Journey - We don’t receive all understanding at once. We grow "from faith to faith"—believing more deeply over time as God reveals Himself.
5. Spiritual Growth Requires Mutual Encouragement - Like Paul, we need fellowship with others who share our faith to be strengthened and established in truth.
6. Rejecting God Leads to Decline - When people refuse to glorify or acknowledge God, they fall into deeper darkness—body, soul, and spirit.
7. Creation Reveals God - God's existence and attributes are visible in nature. Denying creation is an attempt to deny God Himself.
8. Sin is Rooted in the Spirit - Real transformation doesn’t come by fixing external behavior but by allowing God to renew us from the inside out—spirit, soul, and body.
9. We Are Debtors to Share What We’ve Received - If we’ve received grace, we are obligated to share that truth with others—especially the broken, lost, and unreached.
10. Salvation is for All Who Believe - The Gospel’s power is released not through effort or merit, but by faith. Belief unlocks transformation.

