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This chapter continues the practical side of the gospel. Verses 1-7 is our attitude toward the powers that be. Verses 8-10 is our attitude toward our neighbor. Ro 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Let every soul means exactly that. There are none that are excluded. These higher powers are the governmental powers or authority. All governing authorities are established by God for His purposes. Therefore, resisting such authorities is, in essence, resisting God's appointment. The reason is that there is no power in this world but of God and God is the one who sets up kings and He takes them down. Ro 13:2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. As an example we have, Joseph and Mary that paid taxes to the very government that tried to kill their son. Ro 13:3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: If they are in power God put them there. This is God’s instruction to us, do that which is good as Christians. 

And you shall receive praise of the same, of goodness, because when we are submitted to the Lord and subject to the powers that be, God assumes responsibility over us and God protects us and nothing can get to us, because everything goes through God. Ro 13:4 For he (the ruler over you) is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. For he is the minister of God to thee for good. This is what God intended. God overrules in so many things in order to bring blessings to His people. Because God put up those powers and He can remove them as well. No matter how wicked the powers are they are still ministers of God. Ro 13:5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. This verse is probably one of the most important verses in this chapter. We must be subject to government; not because we fear punishment, but because we know it is right before God. This must be applied to so many areas of our lives. This verse means that we refrain from doing evil not just to escape the wrath, and not just to escape the consequences of judgment. We do all things unto the Lord.

We obey the laws of the land not just because of the consequences. But, Also Official Authority has no authority to come against God’s authority or especially when it comes to the word of God. God is the ultimate authority over His word. Man cannot ask us to violate God’s word and not pay the consequences. Man cannot stop God’s word from going forth. People today try to stop the teaching of the gospel and especially in the name of Jesus, but they cannot stop this. God will not allow His word or the name of His Son to be hindered. God will see to it, Php 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; As Peter and John said in Acts 4:20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard. The Gospel will go forth. That is God’s business, and no man can stop it. Ro 13:7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. Custom to whom custom means the money that is due; fear to whom fear means respect; we must be respectful to the authorities in charge. 
Now Paul is going to talk about the love toward one another. Ro 13:8 Owe no man anything, but to love one another: and the reason is, for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 
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Jesus said, Mt 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; Sometimes it feels as though those in authority over us despise us and treat us unfairly, but God is in control. He will take care of us no matter what. Love is a debt that we must always pay on, but we can never pay off. We will never pay love to the degree that we never owe any more. As long as we are in this world, we are in debt to pay divine love. Ro 13:9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. If we can love to the degree that we should, we do not have to worry about breaking any laws. Love must be perfected in us and sometimes it is a painful process. This must be done in us in order that the righteousness that the law demanded and even beyond that is fulfilled in us. 

In our Chapter, we are dealing with man’s responsibility to man. It is the responsibility of the authority that God has placed over man. Ro 13:10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. Love is the fulfillment of the law. This is the fulfillment of our responsibilities to our neighbor. Divine Love is the key component in the Christian. Ro 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. Paul has been telling us to be aware of the powers that be and be subject to them. He has exhorted us concerning love and walking in love where our neighbor is concerned. But then he says, and that knowing the time. It means in the view of the coming of the Lord, these things are even more important to us. We must be even more aware of them in our experience. To awake out of sleep means to realize and to implement a walk of love. The person who is asleep is the one who lets these things slide. Sleeping in view of the coming of the Lord is a very dangerous thing to do. It is time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed.

Our salvation here refers to the time that we will be translated and taken out of this world. That is the deliverance or the salvation that we are looking for and it is nearer than when we first believed. We must remember that Paul wrote this chapter during the reign of the Roman Empire. There was no democracy, and no special friend to Christians, yet he still saw the Romans legitimate authority. Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate, one of the worst Roman governors Judea ever had; and Paul under Nero, the worst Roman Emperor. And neither our Lord nor His Apostle denied their authority! Ro 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. The night is far spent means the night of the Church age is far spent. The day is about to dawn meaning the dawning of a new era. The dawn of a new day with the Lord is about here. The Apostle Paul gives us some exhortations here: Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness; it means it is time to walk in the light. Do not ignore the light of God’s word in our lives. Let us put on the armor of light; there is only one way to do that and it is to take on the light of God’s word. That is the light. 
Some people take the first part to stay away for the works of darkness, but this is not sufficient by itself. We must have and rely on the power of God’s word. So Paul says let us put on the armor of light. It is a protection that we have against the ways of darkness. Ro 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. This is day where we must be honest before God and honest with ourselves. 
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We must be transparent before the Lord for He sees everything any way. Notice three times he says “let us.” That means 3 times he is telling us that it is our choice. God is not forcing us or demanding us to do anything. But we must surrender to what He is saying here. So let us walk honestly as in the day; walking is what is on display or active. It is not a closet Christian. We must be out and open with our testimony before the world, walking honestly. Paul then brings the negative part with the “nots.” Here we have the Holy Spirit who knew the climate that was going to prevail prior to the coming of the Lord. So he says, not in rioting. This word rioting means, a letting loose and that is what we see in our world today. Even among Christian people they do not want any control, People want to do what they want to do. Paul says, not in rioting or letting the flesh just loose to rule and reign. To contrast this, “not in rioting,” we are to be controlled by divine love. There is the restraint of divine love. That is exactly the restraint that God intends for us to have. Not in rioting and drunkenness; drunkenness can mean many things. It can mean the natural intoxicants. There are also many religious intoxicants where men become dull to God’s word and God’s leading. They choose all of these religious ways in order to isolate themselves from the realities, but we are not to be in drunkenness of any kind. 

We cannot adopt the ways of the world. Today there is the idea that if society accepts it then it makes it alright. The Church has also adopted that to a degree.The word wantonness means indecency. The only way to get rid of these things is in Ro 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. This is the only way that we are ever going to overcome all of the traits that he has mentioned. We must put on the Lord Jesus Christ which means, that we walk after the life of the new creation that is within us since we were born again. So put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh. The second part of this verse is dependent upon the first part. If we try to make no provision for the flesh on our own, we are going to fail miserably. But when we put on the Lord Jesus Christ, this is what will enable us to make no provision for the flesh to fulfill the lust thereof. Putting on Jesus Christ also is an exhortation given to believers.  How can you say to a believer who has already put on Christ at initial salvation, put on Christ?  What Paul is saying is; this has happened to you positionally when you were saved, let it happen to you practically. 

Think of an athlete who puts on the uniform of a great team. It’s one thing to wear the uniform and be on the team, it’s something else to play up to the reputation of the team. It’s one thing to possess the gift of the righteousness of Jesus Christ and it’s quite something else to live up to that and walk in it. We know what the Christian life is and we know what spiritual growth is. It is about becoming in practice what we are. Paul tells us we have put off the old man and then he says wake up and put on the new man. We must put off our night-clothes. What must we put on. How shall we dress our souls? Put on the armor of light; Christians are soldiers in the midst of enemies, and their life a warfare, therefore our array must be armor. Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. The graces of the Spirit are this armour. To secure the soul from Satan’s temptations and the assaults of this present evil world is called the armour of light. Then put on the Lord Jesus Christ. Put on the spirit and grace of Christ for sanctification; Eph 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. Without Christ, we are naked, deformed; all other things are filthy rages, or fig-leaves. God has provided us coats of skins-large, strong, warm, and durable. Let us do it in truth and sincerity. 
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It will be as we yield to the word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. We still have to keep doing that.  And so the picture of this taking off and putting on fits the believer well.
Romans 14 gets into our conduct before other people. It gets down to practicality in that we may have to limit our own liberty for the sake of someone else. Ro 14:1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. This means do not judge his doubtful thoughts nor try to get your brother to measure up. We accept those weak in the faith, but not for the sake of carrying on a debate with them regarding doubtful things. Receive the one who is weak in the faith: These are words to take seriously. Paul warns us to not make spiritual maturity a requirement for fellowship. We should distinguish between someone who is weak and someone who is rebellious. There are many reasons why a Christian might be weak. They may be a babe in Christ (babies are weak). They may be sick or diseased by legalism. They may be malnourished by lack of good teaching. They may lack exercise needing exhortation. Ro 14:2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. The weak in the faith believes that he can’t eat anything but, herbs. He really can’t eat meat. 

But the weak eateth herbs; Scripture refers to this kind of a person as a weak one. We are not to make a big deal out of his weakness right now. Only God can grow him out of it. So don’t try to bring him out of it. But v2, there is one that believes that he may eat all things is really the strong one in the faith. He is the one that has the faith to eat anything. It doesn’t make any difference. He believes that God has blessed it and he is able to eat it regardless. While the issue of not eating meat for spiritual reasons is no longer directly relevant to most Christians today, there are plenty of issues where some believers believe one way and others believe differently.  Ro 14:3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. This exhortation is because we will have the weak ones and the strong ones. If a person is strong in the faith, he is not to despise or look down on a person that cannot partake of these things. For example from the Jewish point of view, the Jews were forbidden to eat pork. That changes in the New Testament when God told Peter to let down that sheet. What God hath cleansed don’t you call common and unclean. Now He used the natural to illustrate the spiritual, but He was saying that God has cleansed all of that. 

Then here is the exhortation for the weak one, let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: Ro 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand. God is saying here, who are you to judge, that is none of our business. Ro 14:5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. There are those in our day, that insist that Saturday is the day that you worship and they are adamant about it. Some even believe that Sunday is the holiest day that there is. The truth is that every day is to be holy unto the Lord. That is why he says esteemeth every day alike.  Ro 14:6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. Do these things before the Lord. Ro 14:7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. As individuals, we are all responsible before the Lord. 
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Ro 14:9 For to this end (means the last part of v8, we are the Lord’s) Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. Ro 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Why dost thou judge thy brother refers to the one that is weak in the faith? The one that is strong in the faith here is the one that looks down on the weak one. Then notice we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. This is one of the most important truths in the scripture and we need to understand this. The major point that we need to understand is that it is taking place right now. The first chapter of Revelation has a graphic picture of the Judge. John saw Jesus as the Judge, but where he saw it is important. John says he was caught to the end of the church age or he was caught to the day of the Lord. He said I heard a voice behind me and I turned around and that is when he saw the Judge. It means that the Judge was judging during this age. It had already happened by the time John got to the end of the Church age. So we read there that Jesus is walking amidst the candlesticks right now. Repentance is now. We are being judged now. There is not going to be any repentance after we get to glory.

So when we understand the judgment seat of Christ is the one of the greatest things that we can have in our Christian life right now. Why? Because right now at the judgment seat of Christ, God reveals to us what needs to be changed or what needs to be repented of in our lives and to change it before we ever walk into glory. Then v 11. Ro 14:11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. Paul uses this verse to support the judgment seat of Christ. As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, now, when do we bow before the Lord? Right now! Jesus is walking in the midst of the candlesticks today and you and I, as Christians, bow before Him right now. And every tongue shall confess to God. Now we realize today if men do not bow, they will bow later, but now is the time to bow our knee before the Lord. Now is the time to confess before God. Ro 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. So when do we do that? Right now! We are being judged by God’s word now. So we give account of our lives now and if there are things that are wrong, they can be corrected now so that we are able to grow up into Christ. 

Ro 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another anymore: (why? Because we are all appearing before the judgment seat of Christ now. It is not my place to judge anybody else, because that is the place of Christ. He is the only one qualified for that place. Ro 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another anymore: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. This is where that the responsibility is on the strong in the faith. The weak in the faith are exhorted not to judge others, but the strong in the faith are strictly urged not to put a stumbling block before him that is weak. Ro 14:14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: (Paul knew what the kosher menu was and yet he wrote these words. All of those foods that were forbidden under the old covenant, Paul says there is nothing wrong with them.) But to him that esteemeth anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. Ro 14:14 I know, and am persuaded; he means that this is not just my opinion or my idea. Ro 14:14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. This is such an important key to us as individuals;
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Some have weakness that others do not. It is not what goes into the body that defiles a man, but what comes out. Anything means not only food, but any activity. To him, individually, it is unclean. Ro 14:15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. If there is a brother who is really offended by eating meat or something that you do, if you are the one strong in faith, then don’t do it. You need to limit your liberty. Don’t deliberately offend a brother, by doing something that he is offended by. We can’t force our own liberty on someone else. Ro 14:16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of: What you think is good for you may not be good for everyone else. Don’t judge everyone’s experience by our own. Ro 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. These things are righteousness, peace and joy. Ro 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. Let’s follow after righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

Things that may edify one another. We must be vessels of edification to one another. Ro 14:20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. He means, don’t insist on eating meat in front of this weak brother just because you have liberty to do it. All things indeed are pure refers back to v 14. There is nothing unclean of itself. Here is the evil, but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. If this doing or eating something offends the conscience then the enemy can really attack this person. If it offends their conscience we should not partake of it. Ro 14:21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. 
Compare with 1Co 8:13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. This is the commitment that Paul made and this is the same commitment we must make. We must not offend someone else with our liberty. Ro 14:22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth. 

Do you have faith to eat these things that are not kosher? Hast thou faith have it thyself before God. This is a real gage; you don’t have to do it before someone else or flaunt it, but have it to yourself before God. Then happy, which means that we are not offending our conscience or we do not have any conviction for doing this then happy are we because we are not going to have to suffer the effects of a guilty conscience. Ro 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. If a person does not have the faith to partake and he condemns himself then it offends his conscience, because he eateth not of faith. So where does faith come from. Faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of God. When we begin to study the scripture, it is the scripture that builds up that faith in our lives so that you do these things, you can eat these things, you can enjoy life without feeling a constant burden of condemnation because of a guilty conscience. It isn’t just to build our faith to eat all the pork that we want, but it is building us up in the faith to realize where real righteousness comes from. Righteousness comes from laying hold of the Lord Jesus Christ. There are many Christians that are suffering terrible things because of ignorance. That is why we must understand these things. 
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Throughout these chapters that we have study tonight Paul tells us of practical things. These are things we are to practice in our lives. We know that God has provided everything for us already, but how do we make these provisions practical in our lives and walk the walk that we are called to. We can learn these things of course in the word of God by the power of the Holy Spirit. But we also have the life of Paul as our witness. Paul’s dramatic conversion from persecutor to fervent Christian illustrates that no one is beyond God's reach and the possibility of profound personal change. His life demonstrates that God can transform even the most prideful person into someone who embodies humility and compassion. Paul’s life demonstrates that salvation is received through faith in Christ. However, he also highlights that genuine faith is demonstrated through good works and actions that reflect Christian love and values. We hear the word of God and then take action and put it into practice in a practical way. Paul’s life was centered on Jesus Christ. He focused on His teachings and example as the guiding principles for everyday living.
Paul encourages us to live out faith in practical ways, including serving others, practicing humility, and expressing love in relationship to one another.

Paul’s life  is an example that teaches us that challenges are an inevitable part of the journey of faith, and that strength is found in trusting God and relying on His strength. Paul’s life emphasizes that love is the most important Christian virtue or quality and should be the driving force behind all our actions. Paul’s life emphasized the importance of believers supporting and encouraging one another in the scripture because of Divine love. To sum it all up, Paul’s life and epistles provides inspiration and guidance on how to live out faith practically and meaningfully in everyday life. One of the strongest messages that Paul has given to my life and I hope it is of yours is this scripture. 1Co 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. That is one of the most profound scriptures that he gave which demonstrated his life. Then Paul was a giver. He invested deeply in the development of young pastors like Timothy, Titus and John Mark. He was never a leader that held his friends at arms’ length. Instead, he challenged younger believers to walk through the trials and joys of daily life and ministry with him.

Paul loved the Church and it is evident in the greetings and salutations he sent in his letters to the various cities and churches. He knew the church was not without her issues, and he had a strong conviction and genuine desire to see her grow and become stronger. The church today and we are that church; we can learn from Paul what it looks like to speak with authority. He spoke unapologetically, and he spoke with conviction. Paul knew that the Spirit of God dwelled in him, richly. This power drove his preaching. Whether he was preaching on the largest and greatest stages of the day, or in a one-on-one Gospel conversation, he was unapologetic and unwavering in his commitment to preach Jesus Christ and His Gospel. It is this word by the power of the Holy Spirit that will take us through till we meet our Lord in the air. Amen


